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Ienb 000pOTHHA

C ycMenikoro Myzperia, B MOJHONW Mepe MO3HABIIETO TIETY 36MHOM KU3HH, YIIEPOHBIA MeCSII
HaOmofan ¢ Hebec 3a HEOOJBIIMM KapaBaHOM, HEXOTs MPEOI0JICBAIOIIMM BBIKKEHHBIE COJHIIEM
npocTtpancTsa. [lo cieny kapaBaHa, IPUHIOXUBAACH, Kpajlach BOJIUbS CTasl.

JIBeHa1arh roJO/IHbIX, MATEPhIX 3BEPEN MOIBBIBAIM OT HETepHeHus. Ha BBDKKEHHYIO TpaBy
Kanaja CJoHa. 3amax ONM3KOW THUIIM TpU3bIBaji, 3a0bIB OCTOPOXKHOCTh, OPOCUTHCS BIEpE] U
BOH3HUTH KJIBIKM B TEILIOE, IMMAPHOE MACO! YNUBASCh ABIMAIICUCS KPOBBIO, PBATh MOJATIIUBYIO IIJIOTh,
TOPOIUIMBO IOTarh U cHOBa pBark! Ho 3Bepu ymenu caepkuBarb ceOsi, ¥, TOJIBKO 3aMETUB JIPOXKb
KJIOUbEB CEpOM MIepCTH Ha OOKaX, MOXKHO OBLJIO MOHSTH, YETO ATO UM CTOMJIO. A KapaBaH MEIJIEHHO
npoaBuraiics Brepes. JlBe nomaau u BepOmoa. Ha nmepBoit — Boccegan BRICOKHUM, CTaTHBIN BOMH B
nojHoM OoeBoM jocriexe. Ha ero mmpokom mosice BHCENl OTPOMHBIA Me4 B MPOCTBHIX KOXKaHBIX
HOXHaX. BoiieBoe, MOKpHITOE IIpaMaMH JIMII0 W CBEPKAIOIIME HEOKHUJIAHHOW CHUHEBOM IVla3a
BBIJJABAJIM B HEM YEJIOBEKA PEIIMTEIBLHOIO U BECbMa CKOPOTO Ha PacIpasy.

Bropast nomane Heclia MOKJaxy — JiBa MPUTOPOYECHHBIX MO Ookam Troka. Ha BepOmtone
MPUTYIUIICS HEKTO, MOYTH HE 3aMETHBIM cpeau ropOooB. B miaza Opocanuck cryranHas Oopona u
JUIMHHBIA KPIOYKOBATBIA HOC C JIByMs OOpOAaBKaMH.

VYcranple KMBOTHBIC IUICIWCH IMAaroM. Exanmm, 1mo OoJbIliedl YacT, Mo4a, TOJBKO HWHOTAA
KODOTBIIIIKA HaleBaJI B IIOJr0J0cCa CTPAHHBIE, UY)KE3EMHBIE TIE€CHM, TO HCTOYAIOLIME
HEBOOOpA3UMYIO0 TPYCTh, TO pACILUIECKUBAIONIME HEOXKHUIAHHOE Becesibe. SI3hIK ObLT U BOBCE
HE3EMHBIM: OTPBIBUCTHIM M IEBYYUM, HAIOMHHAIOIM TPO3HBIA POKOT MPUOOS U TUXUU IIEIECT
YMUPAIOLIEH OCEHHEN JIUCTBBI.

— KoHaH, nmopa 0CTaHOBUTBHCS HA HOWIET, )KUBOTHBIE YCTalIl, — IMPEPBaB NECHIO, CKa3al TOT,
YTO exaJl Ha BepOmtoe.

— Iloxanyi... — npoBOpYaT BOWH, OCTAHABINBAS KOHS, — TOJBKO CIIOKOMHOW HOYKH HAM HE
Oymer... Bonku...

— C yero ThI B3s1? — CIPOCHIT KOPOTHIIIKA, TOBEPTEB FOJIOBOM.

Ero 3Banu Xemnar. bbul oH rHOMOM, NpUOMBIIMIICA K JIOASIM TMOCJIE€ TOTO, KaK KJjaH ero uaps
Bapmuna yHuutoxunu o6OespsHOMOAN. JKutenu 3nmoro Illagu3apa cuuTanum e€ro  ypoaiem-
KapJukoM, (aHTa3epoM U XBAaCTyHOM. M 4YacTeHBbKO, YTOCTUB BHUHOM, C YCMEIIKOW CIIyIaau
XMEJIbHBIE, 3allyTaHHbIE pacckazbl O mojaBurax KoHaHa, OpYKEHOCIEM KOTOPOIO OH cedsi C
HEKOTOPBIX IOP CUUTAI.

YXMBUISISICh, TOIAMHUIHMBAs, W TMOATAJIKUBAs JApPYr Jpyra JIOKTSIMH, 3aBCErJaTal TaBEpPHBI
TOJICTOTO AciaHkapu0a OTKPOBEHHO CMESJIMCh HAaJ paccka3aMu THOMAa, CUMTas HX JOCYXKeHl
BBITYMKOM JIIOOMTENSI BUHA U MBAHBIX CIIOPOB. OHAKO CMEX MITHOBEHHO CTHUXaJl, CTOMJIO B TaBEpHE
nosiBuThcsl KoHany. W1 HelaBHME LIYTHUKHA BOPYr C MNPEYBEJIMYEHHBIM BHUMAHHEM HauYWHAIU
CJIYILIATh MbSHOTO Xemara, KUBaTh U MOIJIAKUBaTh, OMACIUBO KOCSICh HA €r0 TPO3HOIO MOKPOBUTETIA.

WNHorna rHOM, pOHSisi IbSIHBIE CJIE3bI, KAJIOBAJICS APYTY Ha KaKOTO-HUOYJh HE B MEPY PETHUBOTO
MepeCMEIHUKA, U KUMMEpPHEL 0€3 JIUIIHUX CJIO0B 3a MKHUPKY BEIOPACHIBAJI ITYTHUKA U3 TABEPHHI.

— C 4ero ThI B3sU1? — MOBTOPWII XEIMAT, MPUCITYIIMBASICh, — S HUYETO HE CJIBIILY. ..

— W s He cnbiry, — yxmbuibHYICA KOHaH, — mpocCTO s 3HAK0, 4TO B 3TUX MECTAX BOJKH



BCEIJIa HAIAIaloT Ha KapaBaHbl. A Halll — BOOOIIE JIeTKasi T0ObIYa: CIUIIKOM MaJleHbKHUM. . .

Xemnar, J0BKO YIIENUBIIMCH 3a ILIEPCTh, Clie3 C BepOntoa.

— HyxHo HaOpark... HAUTH APOB... — OH PACTEPSHHO OTIIAHYJICS.

Bokpyr packunynace yHbuias crens... Hu equHoro aepesua. ..

— Ecnu momazaercs ctas HE CIUIIKOM OOJbIasi U HE CIWIIKOM TOJOAHAs, MOXET, U HE
PUCKHET HamacTb, — KOHaH paccemyiam M CTPEHOXWJI KUBOTHBIX, 3aTEM CTajl PACIAKOBBIBATH
CEJIETIbHBIE CYMKH.

— A ecau — OoJpLIas U roJIoAHAs?

— Torma Ham npuaeTcs Tyro...

Hackopo 3akycuin. Mecsin HBIpHYI B Ty4H, U CTEIb MOACPHYIACHh JBIMKOM. YKJIAJIbIBATHCS
crnarb He uMeslo cMmbiciaa. Cuaenu CluHa K CIIMHE, 30PKO BIIAIBIBAsCH B CcyMepku. Jlomamu u
BEpOITIO KaJTUCh K X0351€BaM U TPEBOXKHO OMJIM KOTIBITAMMU.

— Bot oHn, — Herpomko cka3an KoHaH u NMpUHSICA CUUTaTh, — JABA... IIECTh... JECATh. ..

Cyns 1o mapHbeIM OTOHBKAM I71a3, CTas HACYMTHIBAJIA HE MEHEE IBEHAIIATH BOJIKOB.

— T'oBopun Tebe — kynu apOaner uinm ayk! — B cnoBax KoHaHa He ObLIO YKOPHU3HBI, CKOpEE,
JIETKasi J0CaJla, — YTO Thl CMOXKEIIb CAENaTh CO CBOUM KHMHXKaJI0M?

— Huyero... — TOHKUM roJI0COM OTO3BAJICS THOM.

— BoT u g roBopro — HUuero!

— Huuero! — ronoc Xenara okpen, — s y’K Kak-HUOY/Ib. .. Tapy ITIOTOK UM MEepepexy!

Bonku npubnusunncek. TeMHbIe CHIIY?ThI ¢ TOPSIMMH, KaK y J€MOHOB, IJla3aMU, JIESTKUMU
TEHSIMHU CKOJIB3WJIA HaJ 3€MJIEH, JIOKUIINCh, BCKAKUBAJIA, OTXOAMJIN B CTENb, BO3BPAILAINCH, CKYIIS
OT T'OJIONHOTO HETEPIIEHHUS.

— I'maBHOe, He nail ceds onpokuHyTh! — KoHaH MOgHAJICS W BBITAIMI M€Y, — ceilyac OHU
Hananyt! [Ipurorosscs!

becurymHas mocTynb BOJIKOB IpUJaBaja cTae MPU3padHblil BHA. ByATO HE >KUBBIE CYILIECTBa
TOTOBUJIUCH K HamaJeHUIO, a OeCIIOTHBIE MpU3paKku, ayxu cteneil. OHa TeHb BHE3AITHO BBIpOCIA
70 Pa3MepoB rOJOBAJIOTO TEJIEHKA. JDTO BOXKAaK, CaMblil KPYIHBIA caMel] B cTae, NPUOIU3UICA U
MPUTOTOBHIICS K MPBIKKY.

OcranpHble — 3auuin ¢ 60koB. KoHan He cTan kjarb HanajeHus. Jlerkoil TeHpl0 — B CBETE
JYHBI caM, KaKk O€CIUIOTHBIM JyX — CKOJBb3HYJI Bliepena. Bojk Monya MpbeIrHyn HaBcTpedy. ATaka
BOXKaKa MOCIYKWJIa CUTHAJIOM OcTalbHBIM. CTas ¢ pplaHueM Opocuiiach Ha A0ObMy. Tpu BoliKa,
YCIIEBIIME 3aiTH C3a/11, METHYIIUCH K XeIary, ocTajibHble 00pynmauch Ha Konana. [lepBbim moruo,
pa3pyOneHHbI HajJBOoe, Boxkak. Ho J1Boe BOJIKOB ycmenu MOBUCHYTh Ha pykax Konana. Tperwuit
yXBaTWJ 3a HOTY. JIs3ramnme 4enocTH HalOMUHAIU OFPOMHBIE KanKaHbl. KuMMepuen B3MaxHyil
pYKaMH, U BOJYbHM 3YObl COCKOJIB3HYIM C Koibdyru. OmHOro 3Beps OH 3apyOuii, BTOpOH ycrmeln
oTOeXaTh U TPUTOTOBWICS K HOBOM arake. CkpumHyB 3yOamu, KoHaH oOTpyOMiI TrOJOBY BOJIKY,
BIIETIMBIIEMYCS B HOTY. I METHYICS K IpYTUM. ..

Xermnar JIOBKO MPOTKHYJT KWHXKAJIOM MEPBOT0 OpOCHUBIIETOCS Ha HEr0 BOJKA, HO Ha 3TOM €ro
ylaya M 3aKOHYMjach. /[Boe Ipyrux B IMpbDKKE COMJIM €ro ¢ HOT U OpOCHIIMCH PBarh MONATINBOE
teso. Oxexaa nonerena KIo4bsIMHU. ' HOM HayraJ THIKQJI KWH)KAJIOM, W €I OAWH BOJK 3aBH3KAJI,
OTHPBITHYB B CTOPOHY. K HecUacThio, KWHKaJ BhINal U3 pyK Xemnara, U BCe, YTO MOT CAEIarh THOM,
3TO YXBaTUTh TPETHEIO BOJIKA 32 IIEPCTh U YIEPKUBAaTh Ha PACCTOSHHUM JIOKTS €T0 IIEJIKAOILYO,
UCTEKAIOUyl0 CIIOHOM macTtb. Ho cuiibl OBICTpO MCCSIKamu, U OCTpbIE, CJIETKAa 3arHyTble 3yObl
HEOTBpParuMo MNpuOmDKaIUCh K Topiay Xemara. M B 3TOT MUT OH BCIIOMHUJI paccKasbl OAHOTO
CTaporo OXOTHUKA B TABEPHE.



Korga HeT B pykax opyxus, a XAIIHUK HACENAET, U BOT-BOT €r0 KJIBIKA BOMBIOTCS B TOPJIO —
OCTaeTCs TOJIBKO OIUH CIOCOo0. ..

N Xenar, B oT4asiHUM, peUIM MPUOETHYTh K 3TOMY MOCJHEAHEMY cpelcTBy. M30 Bcex cui oH
CYHYII TOJIYIO PYKY B acTh 3Bepsi. Ha, mogaBuce! CyTh cocTosiia B TOM, UTOOBI TEPEKPHITh XUIHUKY
IbIxaHue. Boak COMKHYIT 4eIIOCTH Ha pyKe THOMa. Xemar 3akpuday OT 00JIu, CIIbIIA, KaK XpyCTsT
KOCTH, HO MPOMUXUBAJT PYKY BCe TIyOXke B MacTh 3Bepsi. M BOJIK cTal XpUMETh U 3abIXaThCs. 3aTeM
BSUIO 3aMOTAJI TOJIOBOU U PYXHYII PSIZIOM CO CBOEM KEPTBOM.

Konan B 310 BpeMsi oTOMBalcs oT Bceil crau. HeylnoBUMBIM IEMOHOM CMEPTH KPYKHUJ OH B
CTENH, a M€Y B €r0 pyKe IMOXoAWa Ha cMepd. M maxke BOJNKM — JIOBKME, CBUPEIbIE TBAPU — HE
MOIJIM CPABHUTHCS C HUM B OBICTPOTE.

Ckopo Bce Obuto kKoHUYeHO. Ha OkpoBaBieHHOW TpaBe MOBCIOAY BaJSIUCh BOJTYBH TPYIIBL
Xenar CTOHaJI, MbITasich nepeBsa3arb pyky. [lo Hore KonaHa cTpydiiack KpoBb, HO CHHHE IJla3a
cBepKaiu TopkecTtBoM. OHM noOeuu! BiBoeM cripaBHIIMCh CO CBUPETION cTaeii!

CrpeHOXEHHBIE JIOIAIM B CTpaxe pikajiu TJe-TO Hemoganeky. BepOmtong mosuan, BUIUMO,
3aTauBIIMCh B CTEIIH.

KoHaH TmarenbHO MpOMBUT paHbl — Xemnara U CBOK). 3aT€M HAJIIOKHUII Ha CIIOMAaHHYIO PYKY
rHOMa IWHY W3 HOXEH ero (aMIIbHOTO KHUHXXala W TYro 3a0MHTOBaN OOPBIBKAMH OIEXKIBI,
MPUIIE/IIEH B TOJHYIO HETOMHOCTD M3-3a OCTPHIX BOJTYBUX 3YOOB.

[loTrom mepeBsizan HOTY U, CJIeTKa MpUXpambIBasi, OTIIPABUJICA Ha MTOMCKU KOHEH W BepOmoa.
Xermar ocraics HaeluHe ¢ 00Jbl0. OHa MoAHUMANAch U3 MIYOUH, MYJILCUPOBAA, pa3aupalia MmioTh,
3acTaBlis/Ia CKpUTIETh 3y0aMu U JI0 KPOBHU 3aKyChIBaTh ry0y. B Mupe ocTaioch TOJBKO CTpajaHue. ..
Xemnar rpOMKO CTOHaJ. MOXET, CIpsITaThCs B IPOLLIOM? ..

KaxkeTcs, coBceM HeNaBHO XWJI OH B OONMPHBIX Memepax IapcrBa Bapmuua. Kpacota
MOA3EMHBIX 3aJI0B, YKPAIICHHBIX PAa3HOLBETHBIMHU CTAJIAKTUTAMHU, BKPAIJICHUSAMHU KBapla u
MajlaxuTa HE YyCTaBajla paJoBaTh TPYIOJIOOMBBIX THOMOB. [Opbl Aapuidn UM HECIBIXaHHbBIE
COKPOBHIIIA: aIMa3bl BEJIMUMHOW C KYIAK, CBEPKAIOIME JTaKe€ MOCJE MPEABAPUTEIBHON OTPaHKWU;
OTPOMHBIE, KaK 3yObl JIpakoHa, HCTOYAIONME KpPOBABBI CBET PYOWHBI; PaAIYIOIME BECEIbIM
3€JIEHBIM CBETOM U3yMPYAbL, TOPSIIME, KaK Ia3a IUKOW NEIEPHON KOIIKH. ..

Bce at0 pasrpabuiu, pacTanpuii MEp3KHE BOJOCAThIE CO3JaHUS C JUMIAMU Ha TPYId U
JUIMHHBIMM, CBUCAIOIIMMM HUXKE KOJEH pykaMmH... B HepaBHOW OWUTBE ¢ HUMHM IMOru0 KiaH
Bapmuna.

Xenar ctucHyn 3yObl. HeT, mponuioe Toxxe HE pagoBajo. YXK JIydllle HamOJHEHHOE OOJIbIO
HacTosImee. B Hem Bcerma ecTh XOTh cilabas, HO HaJleXK/1a Ha cuacTiauBoe Oymaymiee. BoT, HaiiaeT ero
Ipyr TO MECTO, OTKONAET 3aBETHBIM TOpPIIOK C anmazaMmu!.. KymuT HempucTynHbIA 3aMOK WU
POCKOIIHBIN ABopert!..

Konan nmpuBen ucnyranHbIX JIOMIaIed 1 HEBO3MYTHUMO KYIOIIETO BepOntoza.

— Bort crapas nenuBas ckotuHa! [loxoxke, OHa COBCEM HE UCITyTrayiach!

BepOinton BEICOKOMEPHO OMIsA/IeN] MECTO OWTBBI M, COXpaHSs JOCTOMHCTBO, HECIEIIHO JIET,
yTOOBI XeIar MoT 3a0paThCsl €My Ha CIIUHY.

KonaH HaBblOYMA JOMAJAEH M, MOMOPIMBIIMCH OT OOJIM B MPOKYIIEHHON HOTE, BCKOUWUI B
cemo. JIacKOBO€ yTpPEHHEE COJHIE COTpeBajo Teino U aymry. M3-3a ropu3oHTa MOAHUMAIIKCH
nanexue cuHue ropsl. [lopa ObU10 Tporarbes B JAIbHEHIINA MTYTh.




[Ipenropesa Bemmkux Kapnamckux rop, kyma aepxamu myrb KoHan ¢ Xemarom, BCTPETHIIH
MyTEIECTBEHHUKOB, KaK CBapJIMBas )K€Ha 3aryisBiiero myxa. [loroga ucroptuiacs. XMypoe HEOO
HA30MJIMBO CHINAIO MEJIKUM JoxAeM. ['ycTol TymaH 3Meel moJyi3 MexX xoiMoB. Y Xemara Oosena
pyka, y Konana neprano Hory. Hactpoenue y 000ux OblI0 OTBpaTUTEIbHBIM.

— KoHaH, a Tbl omIAmpIBajCAd MOCIE TOTO, KaK MBI TPOHYIUCh? — MPOCKPHUIIEN THOM,
npeBo3Moras 0oJib.

— K yeMy 3T0? — XMypoO CIpOCHIJI KUMMEPHELL.

— A K TOMY, 4TO BCE TPYIIBI BOJIKOB MCYE3JIM BCKOPE MOCIIE TOTO, KAK MBI OThEXalu! — 3aopai
Xemnar, CTaBIIMK MTOCJIE CXBATKU C BOJIKAMU YPE3BBIYAUHO Pa3ApPAXKUTEIbHBIM.

Konan momopumrcsa. He To ot 6011 B pacmyxiiei Hore, He TO OT KpUKa THOMa U €T0 TIIYIBIX
CJIOB.

— Ja, npomanu! — He yHuMaics Xemar, KOTopomy TpeOoBajics coOeceqHUK, YTOObI
OTBJICYBCA OT CTPAJAHUN.

— Hy, oTbexanu Mbl — UX HE CTaJ0 BUJHO, OHU ke Jexanu! — orBeTus KoHnaH, 4ToObI XOTh
YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

— Tb1 4uTO, MEHSI MypakoM cuMTaelb?! — pa3roBOp HE MOMOray, 0OJib MO-MPEKHEMY ObLIa
HecTepnuMon. — OHU UMEHHO UCYE3JIHM, KaK MCUYE3aET BOAA, BIIUTHIBASACH B M€ COK!

— Jla He opu! — HakoHel, psaBkHYT KonaH, — meHs Toxe 00yib foHUMaeT... Hago 3aexars B
Ommkaiiiee ceneHue M Hailtu sekapsi! UTto-To He TO ¢ HammMu paHamu! MoxeT, 1 UX IIOXO
IPOMBLI?..

bnwxkaiiiiee celeHue OKa3ajloCch HEOOJNBIIONW JepeBHEW ¢ HU3KUMHU TIIMHOOUTHBIMU
JOMHUKAaMH, KPBITBIMU IIOJYCTHUBILIEN COJIOMOU. Ilocpeau BO3BBILATIOCH BEKOBOE, PACKUIUCTOE
nepeBo. bosbile B iepeBHE HE OBLJI0O HUYETO TPUMEUATEIbLHOTO.

Ha nopore kpaiftHero JoMuka Kypuil TpyOKy Xy[I0i CTapHK, MO BUYy POBECHUK €CIU HE CAMOTO
Heprama, to, mo kpaiineit mepe, ero BHYkOB. COrOeHHBII TogaMu M OOJIE3HSIMHU, OH HAIIOMHHAJ
3100HO0TO Jetero. Ho mias3a u3-mog MoXHaThIX cebIX OpoBel IIsey Ha YAUBICHUE 30PKO U SICHO.

— BaM HyxeH 3Haxapb? — Kak cyxas JIECMHA, MPOCKPHUIIEN CTapuUK, BCMOTPEBIIMCH B
VCKa)KEHHBIE CTPAJJAHUSIMHU JINLA ITyTHUKOB.

KonaHn KuBHYI, M «JIelMi» YyKazaJl HepasruOaroIecss 0 KOHIA PYKOW Ha JOMHUK,
BBIISIICBIIMIA HOBEE W Jydlle Apyrux. Jpy3ssi moOmarogapuyii CKpBIBIIETOCS B Ta0AUHOM JbIMY
CTapyKa U HAIPABUJIIUCH K YKa3aHHOMY JOMY.

Cobaka, craBmas y Bxoja, Jake HE OTKpbUIa IVIa3 U BOOOIE HE Mojalia BUIY, YTO 3aMETHIIA
MYyTHUKOB. Xermar, kotoporo KoHan cHumai c¢ BepOnioa, TPOMKO CTOHANl M pyrajics, HO TICHHA U
yxoM He moBenia. Bo3mMokHO, OHa Oblna cTapas W TiIyxas, WJIM BOOOIIE OTJaia AyIly CBOEMY
cobaubemy Oory. Xpomas MuUMO coOaku, KoHaH HCHBITBIBA OTPOMHOE >KEJIaHWE MHYTh €¢
3I0pOBOM HOTOM, 4YTOOBI OHA M3BECTWUJIA, HAKOHEN, XO3siMHa O mpuxoae rocrei. Ho, kak
BBISICHUJIOCh, JIEKAPh UX YK€ KAa.

— Bac nanpasui crapelii MenbHUK? Ma3b cKopo OyJIeT ToTOBa. ..

JIeVCTBUTENBHO, 3HAXaph MOMENIMBAJI B KOTEJIKE HEKOE BapeBO, PACIPOCTPAHSIONIEE apoMaT,
CIOCOOHBIN MOJHATH MEPTBOTO.

«Ecnu u ceifuac He MpocHeTcs ero codaka, — noaymai KoHaH, crapasichk He JbIIATH CIUIIKOM
ITyOOKO, — 3HAYUT, OHA IaBHO OKOJIENA. ..»

Crapplif MEBHUK TIO BHUJy CMaxWBajl Ha JICIIETO, a 3HaXxapb MOTr Obl COMTH 3a JIOMOBOTO.
MasieHpKOTO pOCTa, HEMHOTMM BbIllle Xemara, CyXod M TOABUXHBIM, C JHIOM, OyITO
BBICTPYTaHHBIM W3 KOPSBOTO MOJIEHA, OH HU MUHYTHI HE OCTaBaJicsl Ha mecTte. [[axke moMenmBas



3elbe, Tepedupan Horamu, OynTO B TaHIE, HE B CHJIAX JIOJITO HAXOAUTHCS B onHOM mo3e. Konan
HaxMypuiics. UTo-To HeecTeCTBEHHOE ObUIO B ATOM JACPEBHE U €€ KUTEISX. . .

Ckopo BOHb CTaja HEBBIHOCHUMOW, M «JIOMOBOW», MOTSHYB HOCOM, OyATO TOJBKO TEIEphb
MOYYBCTBOBAJI 3amax, OObSIBHII:

— Masp roToBa. OHa TIOMOXKET W OT HApHIBOB, U OT OTE€Ka, U OT... — OH HE JIOTOBOPHUJI H
MPUHSIJICS YTO-TO HEBHATHO OOPMOTATh.

Konan pasMoram Tpsamkd Ha pyke THOMAa. 3Haxapp C HWHTEPECOM Bypaiaka,
paccMaTpUBAIOIIETO OYIYIIIYyIO )KEPTBY HA TPEAMET MTOTHOKPOBHS, BIVISIIBIBAJICS B PaHY.

— Bonku?

— WmenHo, — xmypo otBeTua KoHaH, pa30MHTOBBIBAs HOTY.

— CKOJIBKO BOJIKOB OBLIO B cTae? — CTapuK OpOCHII Ha KUMMEPHUAIa OBICTPBINA B3IJISIL.

— JIBeHaauars.

— BBl HE 3aMETUIIM HUYETO CTPAHHOIO? — 3HAaXaphb JOBKO HAKJIAJbIBAJI BOHIOUYIO Mas3b Ha
pany Xermnara.

— Bpone 0b1 HeT... — KoHaH HEBOJILHO MTOY€Ccal 3aThUIOK.

Ho tyr mpopBano rHoma. Mopimachk oT 0071 U OTBPaTUTEILHOIO 3araxa, OH paccKaszall, 4To
TPYITHI BOJIKOB MCUYE3JIH BCKOPE MTOCJIE OMTBEIL.

Bomnpekn oxunmanusm Konana, crapuk He paccMmesuica. Onsate 3abopMoTal  dYTO-TO
HEBPA3yMHUTEJIPHOE, 3aTeéM OBICTPO HAJOXKWUJ Ma3b Ha PACIHYXIIYH0 HOTY KHUMMEpPUMIIA U JIOBKO
3a0MHTOBA.

— MokeTe exarb Iajiblie!

— Kakoii Tam «exarb»?! — pazoznuics Konan, — Mol 1pyr ene Ha Horax Aepxxutcsi! Ham Obl
OTAOXHYTh Napy AHeun!

— 371€Ch-TO BbI BPAJI JIM HAWUJIETE MECTO JJIS OTIbIXA. ..

— MBI €10 yXKe HallUli, — KUMMepHel OEpeKHO YIOKMI Xernara Ha HU3KYIO JIeKaHKY.

['HOM TsK€II0, C HATYTOM JIBIIIAN U, TIOX0XKE, TOTOBUJICS MOTEPATh CO3HaHWE. KOHAaH OTCTErHymn
MOSIC C MEYOM M CeJl Ha IIATKYI0 CKaMbIO PSOM C JICKaHKOM.

— He pyraiics, 3Haxaph, MBI XOpOIIO 3aIIaTUM, — CKa3aJl OH YCTABIIMM TOJIOCOM H,
OTKHHYBIIMCH Ha CIIMHKY, 3aKPbLI I71a3a.
— VY MeHs B JIoM€ JaXke eCTh He4ero, — cjaabo MpOTEeCTOBAN JIeKaph, YK€ 3Has, YTO BCE

BO3PAXKEHUSI OKAXKYTCsl O€ CTIOJIE3HBIMU.

OTOT BOUH cjienaeT Bce mo-croeMy. M nepeBHe rpo3ut 6esa... He oT Hero — OH-TO BBIIEPKHUT,
a OT BTOPOTO... ¥ TOTO M paHa MOCTPAIIHEE, U CaM OH XJIUIKHUI. ..

— Pacmakyit Hanm cenenbHble CyMKH, — KOHaHOM OBIaziena cinajakas IpeMa, — TaM BsJICHOE
MsICO ¥ BUHO... Jla 103a00ThCs O JIOMAIIX U BEpOItoze. . .

3Haxapp, Kayas TOJIOBOM, BBIIIEN U3 XMKHHBL Moda omsfen coOpaBIIMXCSl Mepe]] BXOAOM
CTApUKOB M CTApyX — >KUTEJIeH JepeBHU. B OTBET Ha BONPOCUTENBHBIE B3IJISIBI XMYPO KUBHYIL.

3arem B3J0XHY/ U TIOIIeN K JiomaasiM. OCTaHOBUBIIMCH, HEXOTS CKa3al:

— BowH BbiepxkuT... I Ma3p xopomas... A BOT BTOPOrO — KOPOTHIIIKY — HAJ0 ONaCaThCH. ..

Kutenu nepeBHU — He OOJIbIIE JECATKA YEJIOBEK — IMOHYPO MOOPENN K CBOUM XH)KHHAM.
Hogas 6ema... A OHU CITUIIKOM CTapbl, 9TOOBI Oexarh... [la u kyna yoexwunn? Bokpyr 6ponar crau
3THUX... Mosofbie mpoOoBaiu yoerarb — M 4TO U3 3TOro BeIUIo?! CTaio TOJNBKO XyXKeE. ..

Hayrpo Konan udyBcTBOBas cebsi 3HauMTENbHO Jiydile. [IpaBma, mHOTAA HaKaThIBaJId BOJHBI
03HO00a, HO paHa Mo4TH He Oosiesnia. A ¢ JTUXOPAJKOM, MO COBETY 3HaxXaps, OH OOpoJICA yCUIIUEeM
BoJIM. C3KMMasi OTPOMHBIE KYJIaKH TakK, 4YTO TPEIAIN MajbIbl, OH 3aCTaBJIs1 03HOO oTcTymnarhk. ['Ha



€ro U3 Tela, Kak, ObIBaJIO, BHITOHSII XMEJIh BO BpeMsl BHE3AIMHOW HOUYHOM araku MPOTHUBHHKA.

370 ObLI eIle OUH MPUEM OIBITHBIX HAEMHUKOB: MEPTBEIKH MbSHBIA BOMH, 3aCJIbIIIAB CUTHA
TPEBOTH, COCPENOTAUMBAJICS, COOMpPAJI B KYJIaK BOJIIO, C phlYaHUEM BCKAaKHBaJl Ha HOTU U CpaXkaucs,
Kak JieB. A mocie OUTBBI, pacciIaOUBIIMCh, OMSAThH €1Ba Aep>Kalicd Ha HOTax...

C XenaroM jeno 0OCTOSUIO 3HAUUTENBHO Xyke. Pyka ero Bpoie W 3a)kuijia, HO JINXOpAJKa
JOHUMaJa A0 IMOTEPU CO3HAHUS. XMYPBIN 3HaXaph €KEJIHEBHO CMAa3bIBaJl €10 pPaHY BOHIOUYEN Ma3bl0
u Tyro OuHtoBall. [Ipu 3TOM TyOBI JieKapsi HENPECTAHHO MIEBEIUINCH: TTOX0KE, OH UCTOBO MOJIMUJICS
CBOMM Ooram.

OpHaxx/pl, KOTAa THOM B OYEPEIHOW pa3 JIMIIMIICS YYBCTB, 3HAaXapb NEYaJbHO, HO TBEPAO
cKa3all:

— Th1 omKEH yOUTH ero.

Ot HeoxugaHHOCTH KOHaH nummiics napa pedu.

— OH npeBpataeTcs, — NpoAoxKail ctapuk. — OJIHaXK]Ibl HOUbIO OH HanaJeT Ha TeOs. ..

— IIpeBpamaercs?.. B koro?

— Ha Bac Hanmaim He mpocTO BOJKHU... OO0OpoTHU... Bce oHM Korma-To OBUIM JIOABMM...
MHorue — 13 Haleu JIepEBHU.

— Yto THI ropoaui?! — paccBupenen Konan, — cambie oObruHbIe BOJIKK! S Takux yOUBas u
paHblie!

— Ho paHb1e He ncue3anu TpyIbl.

— DT0 eMy noKa3a1ock! Sl HUYEro Takoro He 3amMeTuI!

— Ho TbI Beib HE OIS ABIBAJICS.

Konan He 3Hai, 4To M cka3zarb. Moyiua CMOTpeNl OH Ha Jpyra, BIABIIETO B O€CaMITCTBO U
nepeduparolero B Opey pykaMd M HOTaMH, KaK 3TO JEJAIT CISIIME COOakW... W, HaBEpHOE,
BOJIKH.

— MBI 1aBHO 3HAE€M 3Ty CTal0... — IPYCTHO MPONOJDKAJI CTapUK, — a BOXKakK... Boxkak —
Mo#l cbiH. Korga B Hammx Kpasix MOSBUIICA OOOPOTEHb M IMOKYcall HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK, s CTall
HCKaTh PelenT Mas3H, KoTopas youBana Obl 3Ty BOJUBIO 3apasy. Hamen, HO ObUTO yXKe MO3JHO —
MHOTHUX pacTep3ajiv, MHOTHE MPEeBpaTUINCh B 000pOoTHEH. .. [la 1 He Bcerga moMoraeT Mos Masb. ..
HyxHo emie UMETh CUJIBHBINA AyX, BOIIO... ThI CLIpPAaBUIICA, @ BOT TOBAapHILl TBOM — HeET... [ToaTtomy
€ro Hy>KHO YOUTb, IOKa OH...

— Her! — psaBkuyn KoHaH, — HY»KHO UCKaTh OPYroM BbIXOX!

— JIpyroro BbIX0Ja HET.

— Jlomxen ObITh! JlomxkeH... Korma MeHs okosiioBaiu, oH, — KoHaH KUBHY/I Ha THOMa, I10-
pEeXXHEMY JISKAILETO B 3a0bIThH, — JIETall 32 OJHUM XOPOIIMM KojiayHoM... Hammwm gpyrom... U
TOT MOMOT MHE!

— Jleran? — ynuBHIICS 3HAXaph.

— Jla, na! Jleran na nayke! Tebe He moHsTh! — KoHan MeTtaiicst o Xu>XKMHE, Kak 3Bepb. 3aTeM
3acTaBUJl ce0sl YCIIOKOMTHCA M cel Ha JiexaHky. [lompaBui mkypy, KOTOpOW HaKpbUIM APOXKAILIETO
Xerara, ¥ TBEpJIO CKa3al:

— 1 ormpasntoch 3a BOJIIEOHMKOM. CKOJNBKO 3TO 3aiiMeT BpeMEHHM — He 3Har. Ho Tbl
Oyzielb KOPMUTH €T0, YXaXKUBATh 32 HUM. ..

— Jla, Ho...

— Omn OyneT cuneth Ha nenu!

Konan goctan xoienek, OpoCcuil Ha CTOJ HECKOJIBKO 30JI0THIX MOHET.

— DOT0 — 3ajarok. A Temepb NPUHECH MHE CaMyl0 KpPEmKyl Ielnb U Ky3HEYHbIE



WHCTPYMEHTHI. . .

HouamMu B y3KHX YINEIBSIX, Ha JIHE KOTOPHIX MEHWINCh OBICTPhIE TOPHBIE PEUYKU, CTAHOBUIIOCH
npoxiagHo. KoHan koportan Bpems B MOJYyIpeMe Yy KOCTpa, HaOmodas 3a BECENbIMHU IUISICKAMU
rMOKHUX, KaK MOJIOJIbIE TAHIIOBIIMIIBI, S3BIKOB IJIaMeHU. OTHNpPaBUBIIMCH 32 DCKUIAMIIOM B Camoe
cepaue Kaprnamickux rop, rae B3IyMall HOCEIUTHCS BOJIIEOHUK, KHMMEPHUEL CIpAIMBail ce0d —
HE 3ps JI1 OH ocTaBuJ Xemnara B AepeBHe? CMOTYT U — | OyIyT JIU — YyXa)XXHUBaTh 32 000POTHEM
xutenu? B Tom, 9To 3Haxaph okazaics npas, Konan yoeauics nepea orbe3aoM. OH Kak pa3 ycnemn
MPUKOBaTh Jpyra K CTOSIIEMY TOCpPEIu JEpPEBHU JEPEBY, KaK TOT CTaJl MEHATHhCS. IDTO ObLia
cTpalmHas 1 0oJie3HeHHas mpoleaypa. Xernar KOpUuiics U oramail OKPeCTHOCTH Y)KaCHBIM PEBOM,
KOIJla Y HEro CMEIIUINCh JIMIEBbIE KOCTH, POCIM KIBIKA, a PYKM W HOTH NPEBpAIAIUCH B
KOT'THUCTBHIE JIAlbL.

KonaHna oH He y3HaBaj u Opocajicst Ha BCeX, KTO CTOsUT psiaAoM. [laxke rmiaza ero u3sMeHUINCh —
CTAIN SIPKO-KEJITBIMU, C BEPTUKAIBHBIMUA 3pPAaUKAMU — W BCIOJOXAMH HEHABHUCTH KO BCEMY
KHABOMY.

Konan moBoponmi cy4bsi B KOCTpe U B3JoxHYI. CMoxeT au DckuiiaMmn nomous? Jla u BooOire,
BHavaJie HY)KHO HAWTH >KWJIHIIE BOJIIIEOHUKA. .. 3aCTaTh €10 JoMa... BO3MOXKHO, OH MyTeleCTBYET
rae-HuOyAb Ha IPYroM KOHIle cBeTa!

Pe3ko 3akpuyaia HOUHAs MITHUIA. 3axJIoNajia KPbUIbsIMHU, TOTOBSCh B JIIOOOM MOMEHT COPBAThCS
U yIeTeTh OT HeBeJIOMOW omacHOCTH. [lo yilenbo Mpokaruiaoch 3x0 jaajiekoro ooBaia. Hepnaneke
BCE TAK)KE BECEJIO Kypyaya peyka.

KonaH 0OHa)XHJI M€U U MOJOXKUJII €r0 PSIIOM € MpaBoil pykoil. UTo-To npubnuxanock. OnsTh
3akpuyasnia ntuna. [logfOpocuB B OrOHb CBEXKHE Cy4bsi, KHMMEpHUEI] OTBEPHYICS OT KOCTpa M
MPUCTAJIBHO BIVIAZIEINICS B TEMHOTY. Ka3aoch, HEBIAJIEKE METAIUCHh HEACHBIE TeHU. [ITuna renepp
Kpuyaja HenpepbiBHO. KOHaH B3sy1 Me4 M BCTall CIIMHOM K OTHIO. JIETKHM BETEPOK IOHOCHII
OOBbIUHBIE HOYHBIE 3aMlaXy — MPOXJIA/IbI, BOJBI, CyXOH TPaBHl...

Xemnar OYHYICS, YYBCTBYS CHJIBHYIO CIa0OCTh. 3acTOHAI M OTKpbUI Mia3a. [lepBbiM, 4TO OH
yBHEN, OblIa 1IeTh. XOpollas, IPoYHas, Ha TaKyI0 M ApPaKoHA MOXXHO IMOCaJIUTh — He mopBeTcs. K
0e3MepHOMY YIMBJICHHUIO THOMA, Ha 3TOM IEMH CUACT OH caM. JKelae3HbI OIMEeHHUK CHUILHO HaTep
IeI0 U Teneph THyI Xenara K 3emiie. OH B3sJI LIENb B PYKH, MOKa4yaB, B3BECUJI U TOJOXKHUJ Ha
wievo. Illee crano nerue. I'ne e Konan? Ilouemy oH mocaaun apyra Ha nens? M 4To 3a xocTu
nexar psaaom? IToxoxke, yenoBeueckue. ['ooBa Xenara HAIMIACh CBUHIIOBOM TSKECTHIO. . .

K Beuepy nmosiBuIICS 3HAXaphb.

— Hy, yto — ounyrncsi? Tl chea MOETO MOMOIIHKKA, KOTJla OH mpuHec Tede nuiry! OH gymai,
YTO ThI CIIUIIIb, U XOTEJ NPUJBUHYTh MUCKY MOOJIMIXKE. . .

— UYTo0 THI Takoe TOBOpHUIIL? — XeraT eje Bopodas S3bIKOM Tociie 00JIe3HU, XOTs pyKa ero,
MOXO0XKE, 3aKNIIA.

— To u roBOpIO, — MpayHO CKazasl 3Haxapb, — €CJIU Obl TBOM JPYr HE JaJl TAKOW INEAPHIA



3a/1aTOK, 51 Obl JaBHO yOuJ1 TeOst!

Xermar emie pa3 moTporai Iemnb, Oyaro mpolys ee Ha MPOYHOCTh. 3BEHbsI ObUTM BHIKOBAHBI Ha
COBECTh. TOJNBKO BOT Iaxjia OHA MEpP3KO — Keje3oM. ['HOM BApYyr 3aMeTWII, YTO pa3jiIndvacT
MHOXKECTBO 3amaxoB. Kaxmas Benp Mmella CBOM HEMOBTOPUMBIM apomar. Bor Ha aTton menw,
HanpuMep, coxpaHuiics 3amnax Konana. A 3Haxapb HOCUT ¢ COOOM BOHBb TOM camMOl Ma3H, U Jaxe 13
MOTHJIBI €70 OYJIET JOHOCUTHCS ATOT YKACHBIA CMpa. ..

BHe3zanHo HaBaiuiach TEMHOTA, U Xemar MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO TEJIO €10 CTPAHHBIM 00pa3zom
MEHSETCS.

— IIpeBpamiaercs, TBapb! — 3almIieN 3Haxaphb, IUTIOHYI U MOIIEI B XH)KUHY.

Xenar HaTsHYN Lenb. 3axpunen, aepHyiaca. Kpenkas. Torma oH mogHsia MOpAY M € TOCKOM
3aBbUI HA JIYHY. ..

KoHaH CTOS1 y MOTYXaOIIEr0 KOCTPa, @ BOKPYT HETO MO-TPEKHEMY HOCUIINCH TeHU. Kakoin-To
XOpoBOA NEeMOHOB! MyX4UHMHBI, >XCHIIMHBI WJIM HWHBIE CYIIECTBA KPYKHUIUCh B CMYTHOM,
MOTYCTOPOHHEM TaHIIE — IMOHATh ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. MHOrma Mepuanu riasa — OTPOMHBIE U
IeYaJibHbIC, 3aT€M BHOBb MEJbKAJIM MPO3pPAaYHbIE pPYKH, HOTHU... Kpyxunuce, B3JEeTaNM,
ONYCKAJIMUCH. .. belmeHsplii TaHEe IPU3PAKOB. ..

Kocrep moropen. I'me-to 3a ropamu 3aHuManach 3aps. TeHH CTaHOBUJIUCH OleAHee, TaHell UX
YK€ He Tak Kpyxuj royioBy. [lomyn jerkuii BeTepok, u mociieanue GaHTOMBI UCUYE3]IU BMECTE C
KJIOYKaMH YTPEHHETO TYMaHa.

Yro 310 Obu10? KOHAH BIIOXKWJI, HAKOHEL, M€Y B HOXHBI, XOTSI 3TO CJIEJOBAJO CIENaTh YK€
IABHO. SICHO, 4TO XOPOBOJ MPU3PAKOB HE MOT NPUUUHUTH Bpena. Ho vero onn xorenu? O yem-to
npenynpeauts? Hamyrars? [Ipocto mourpars, MOTaHIEBaTh BOKPYT xKUBOTO yesioBeka? [louemy-To
Ka3aJ0Ch, UTO TEHU €T0 y3HaiIu. MOXKET, OH yCIbIAJI CBOE UM B ILIEJIECTE TPABBI, B KYpPYaHUU
PEUKH, a MOXKET, €0 MPOU3HECIU MPU3pPaAKU?

Hackopo mo3zasrpakaB, Konan B3Hy37an Jjomaab U MPOJOJDKUI MYTh BAOJIb OBICTPOM, KUBO
Kypualleil Ha MeJIKoBo/be peuku. Ele 1Ba 1HS HEOOX0IUMO €XaTh MO YIIEIbI0, 3aTeM MOSBUTCS €J1e
3aMETHasl Tpoma, BeAyllas BBEPX IO CKajlaM — HE MPOBOPOHUTH! UeThIpe-IsaTh JHEW MO Tpore,
Kakoil Obl OITACHOM OHA HE Ka3aJloCh, @ MOTOM — MEIIEepPa, MOXOKAsi Ha Pa3uHYTYIO AcTh JPAKOHA.
Tak pacckazpBas OCKWIaMIl, KOIJa OHM paccTaBauCh mocie OercrBa u3 3amka Ha OcTpose
[Taykos.

Hecmotps Ha 1o, yTo KOHaH Bcem cepiieM 00Ul TOPhI, MYTh MO Y3KOMY, TYJIKOMY YITIEIBIO
HE MpUHOCUI eMy pagocTu. CIWIIKOM CYMpadyHoO, CIHIIKOM TPEBOXKHO BOKpyr! PaznmaBanuch
pe3Kue, NPEeaynpexIaAloUMe KPUKA HEBUIAMMBIX ITHULl, YIIEIbE IIIYXO BOPYAIO OTAAJIECHHBIMU
oOBajlaMH, CJIOBHO CTapUK-KOJITyH, HAKIUKAIOUMKA Oey.

Kummepuen exan marom, mOBTOPssS NPUXOTIMBBIE U3TMObI PEUKU U MPAYyHO TOIVISbIBAs Ha
CKaJibl, 3a4aCTYI0 HABUCAIOIIME HAJl HUM TSDKEJIbIMU KapHu3aMu. Heckolibko pa3 oTTyna CphIBAIUCH
KaMHU U TYJIKO Majiajid Ha Tpony. BeposiTHO, HaBepXy OyIlieBal BETep.

Crenyrolasi HO4b BbIJATACH CIIE TPEBOKHEE. TEMHOTA BOKPYT KOCTpa CryCTUIIACh HACTOJIBKO,
YTO Ka3aJIach OCSA3aeMOM. BBITAHM PyKy — UM yIpeubcs B TBEPAYIO, KaAK KaMeHb, cTeHY. Kocrtep
BBITJISAJIEN CJIA0BIM U SKAJIKUM T10 CPAaBHEHHUIO C YEPHBIMU IIBI0AMU HaBaJIUBAIOIIEHCS THMBIL.

B 3Ty HOUb mpu3paku HE MOSBISIIMCH, U NTHIBI HE Kpu4ainu. Bmecrte ¢ TEeMHOTON mpuuuia



cTpaHHas TuUlMHA. [lake peuka »Kypuajga THXO M poOKo, OyaTo omacasich MPHUBIECYb BHUMAHUE
CTPAaIlHOTO XO3AMHAa HO4YM. KOHaH, Kak W paHblle, CUIEH CIIMHOW K KOCTPY, JEp’Ka Ha KOJIEHSIX
OOHaXEHHBIM Med, BCEM CYIIECTBOM UYBCTBYS MPUONM)KEHUE OMAacHOCTU. TeMHOTa OKOHYATEJIbHO
3aniylmia KypyaHue peuyku. Bo3mokHO, mail TymaH. B TymaHe Tak JIETKO MOOKPAAbIBAThCA K
no0bIue!..

OTkyna-To CBEpXy MOCHBIIAJICA IIyM — OyITO JalieKoe XJIOMAHbE OrPOMHBIX KOXHCTBIX
KpbuibeB. KoHaH 3amep, 00xBaTuB pykoATh Meua. [Ipucnymancs. Ternepb He 0cTaBaloCh COMHEHUH,
YTO HEKTO OTPOMHBIA, MEPHO paboTasi KpbUIbsIMU, JETeNn HaJ yiueabeM. JpakoH? Wnu xopoib

HETOIBIPEN?
[To ciyxam, B KaxJA0W MECTHOCTH, I7i€ B OOJIBIIMX KOJIMYECTBAX KM JIETYYHE MBI, OOUTAI
OOUH MOHCTP — KOpOJb MECTHOM KOJOHMU. MHOrME€ pacCKazuyuMKd KISJIMCh, YTO BHJEIH

IrPOMaJIHOTO HETOMBIPSI COOCTBEHHBIMU azaMu. OrpoMHOTO, YEPHOTO, BEIMYMHON — HE MEHBIIE
npakoHa. [Ipapna, BIOCIEACTBUM BBICHSJIOCH, YTO OYEBUALBI HUKOIA HE BUAEIM JIpakoHa... Ho
KTO € HE 3HAET €ro pa3Mepon?!

OOBIMHO B TaBEpHE, HauMHasg C 3TOIO MECTa, BO3HUKAIU SIPOCTHBIE CIOPBHI O BEIMYHHE
npakoHa. Hacto moxomuino 10 JIpaku. M TOIBKO HEMHOTrME MyApensl IBITAJIUCh MOSCHUTH, YTO
IpAaKOHbl pacTyT B TEUEHUE BCEH KU3HHU, A SKU3Hb Yy HUX MPAKTUYECKH OecKoHeuHa!
CrnenoBarenbHO, U pa3Mepbl OBIBAIOT — OT JPAKOHBETO IIBIIJICHKA, 0 OTPOMHOTIO, Kak Topa,
YyIOBUIIA, 10 KOTOPOMY MOYKHO XOIUTh U HE 3aMETUTh, YTO TOIMYEIb )KUBYIO IJIOTh. ..

Ho cnopumkoB Takue peyd Majio Bpa3yMIIsUIM, PaBHO, KaK M KpENKHE KYJIaku JroOuTenen
pemarb CIOXKHBIE BOMPOCHl YHOPOIIEHHBIM crocoOoM. CHOpUMKK HacHaXJaduch CaMHUM
MPOLIECCOM CIIOPA, UCTHHA UX, B 00ILIEM, MaJI0 UHTEPECOBAIA. ..

Bce 310 mpomenskHyno B rosnoBe Konana B oguH mur. Kakoil eme 3BEpb BHYIIMTEIBHBIX
pa3MepoB MOXET JieTarh? BcnoMHMINCH NeTaronme nayku, HO 3BYK... HeT, Tam 3Byk ObuT JIpyroi.
Hanomunaronmi, ckopee, MHOTOKPAaTHO YCHJIIEHHOE KYKKAaHUE IMEJIS.

B rwHocTn KOHaH 4acto Haxoguia B TOpax CKEJEThl CTPAHHBIX JIETAIOMMX CYIIECTB: C
JUIMHHBIM, YCAXKEHHBIM OCTPBIMHU 3y0aMHU KJIFOBOM M OOJIBIIOTO pa3Maxa KOXKHUCTBIMU KPBUIbSIMHU.
OpHax bl OH Ja)ke BUAEJ HECKOJIbKUX TBapeH, KPYKHUBIIMX HAJ AAJEKON BEpIIMHON. BOo3MOXHO,
MMEHHO TaM OHU CBUJIM CBOE€ YYIOBHIIHOE THE3/O.

OrpoMHO€ T€JI0, CKPBITOE TEMHOTOM, IMPOHECIOCH HaJ KOCTPOM, Pa3MeTaB yIiid U JIpoBa. B
HOC yIapuj OCTpbIM 3BEpHUHBIA 3amax. KOHaH CKONB3HYI MOJ 3allMTy yreca, HaBUCLIETO, KaK OH
IIOMHMJI, HaJl caMoi Tpornoi. Baanu pasmaBanock O6ecrnopsaouHOe XJIONaHbe KPbUIbeB. BeposTHO,
MOHCTp pa3BopauuBajca Jyisi araku. [lepBbiid mojeT ObUT MPOCTO pa3BeAKoW. Temeph MocCIeayeT
yAaap — WJIM KJII0BA, WIIH IIMIIACTOTO XBOCTA, UJIA KOTTEMH. ..

BEIHBIpHYB B O4€peaHOM pa3 U3 TSHKEJIOro 3a0bIThs, Xenar B HEJJOyMEHUH onsiencs. Bee Ta
e 1eTb, TOJIBKO 3€MJISI BOKPYT U3pbITa U KOCTE mpudaBuiock. M Torna oH CMyTHO BCIIOMHUII. . .

[Iparonmiii HEHABUCTHIO B3IV 3HAxaps M TsDKendas, IMIIKOBaras Iajlka B €ro pYyKe...
Ooxwuraronias 0016 OT yaapoB... HacMmelku ctapuka, yBepeHHOIO B CBOEi 0€30MacCHOCTH. .. PhIBOK
3a MaJIKy, OTYASHHBIN MPBLKOK U BKYC KpoBH!.. Camblil ipekpacHblid BKyC Ha cBeTe! UTo TaM BHUHO!
Pa3Be MOXHO CpaBHUTH BSUIO TEKYyIEE IO JKUJIaM OIbSHEHWE M BOCXUTUTEIIBHBIA OIOHB,
Pa3IMBAIOIIMICS MO TENy C KaXKJbIM INIOTKOM ropstuei, apmvsiercs kposu?! 1 — Bkyc! C kpoBbro



MOXET CPaBHUTHCS TOJIBKO MapHOe uesoBedeckoe Msico! O HeBeposTHOE, HeENepeaaBacMoe
CJIOBAMU CUACThe€ — BKYILIATh YEJIOBEUECKYIO IJIOTh U KpoBb! Ckopee, ckopee Obl ONATh HacTaa
HOYb! DTa BOCXMUTHUTEIbHASA, BEpHAs moapyra o0opoTHeW u BammupoB! OHa ykpoeT OapXaTHBIM
OZIESUIOM, CHpSIYET, MO3BOJIUT HE3aMETHO nomaoOparbes K kepTBe! OIHUM CBOMM IMPUXOAOM OHA
3aCTaBUT TpemneTarb B npeaBkymenuu!.. O, ecnu Obl He 3Ta npokiaras nenb! Ho nens He MOXeT
BBIJIEPKATh PBIBOK HECKOJIBKUX 3Bepeit! Hy:kHO mo3Bars Ha moMop!

W no nepeBHe pasHeccs JKYTKHM, MPU3BIBHBIA BOW OOOPOTHS. A TAE-TO B MPEArOphAX €ro
YCIIBIIIIAT OTPOMHBIN BOKAK CTau, HACYMTHIBAIOIIEH POBHO JBEHAALATh BOJIKOB. ..

KoHaH cTos, nprXaBIIMCh CIMHOW K KaMHIO, €IlIE HE YCIIEBUIEMY OT/IaTh HOYM HAKOILUIEHHOE
3a JICHb TEIJI0. YTOJIbKU, OCTABIIMECS OT KOCTPA, I0TOPaIM KPAaCHBIMHU TJa3aMu 3JI00HBIX JI€MOHOB.
Houb, HakoHel, mobeauia NocaeIHUI OMJIOT CBETa — KOCTEp, U TEIeph 3JI0paJIHO XUXUKada Ha
CJIENIBIM B TEMHOTE BOMHOM, HAyTraJ BEICTABUBIIMM O€CIIOJIE3HbIN MeY.

Kak HuM crtpanHo, KoHaHy [OE€UCTBUTENBHO NOCHBILAICA AANEKU cmeX. J[eMOHBI HouH
MPUIIITA OCMEATHCS HaJl €ro mopaxennueM? OH He I0CTaBUT UM TakoW pajgocT!

OrpomMHOe CyIECTBO, XJIOMas KPbUIbIMH, MpUOIMKanoch. OpueHTUpYICh Mo ciyxy, Konan
MPUTOTOBUJICS OTPA3UTh araky. DTH MPOKJAThe Oe3nyHHble Houu! Eciam Obl Hag ropamm cusia
ayHa! Hy, mycTh He cusiia, mycTh HEOOJBIIION ceprl. ..

HeBuaumoe B TEMHOTE, TEJIO IPY3HO ONMYCTHWIIOCH HEMOAAIEKY. BEposSITHO, YyIOBHUIIE PEIIMIIO
HamacTh HE C Bo3Ayxa, a ¢ 3emu. OctopoxkHas TBapb! Ceiiyac oOHa, JOJDKHO OBITh,
MOJIKPAbIBAETCS, TOTOBACH K OPOCKY. B TEMHOTE MOXKHO OXKUJaTh HAMAJACHUS C JIDOOW CTOPOHBL. . .

KonaH cpaenan HECKOIBKO MPOOHBIX JABUAKEHUH, 3aTE€EM PACKPYTHI TSXKEIbI MEY Tak, YTO OH
CO CBHCTOM pacCeKall BO3AyX B Pa3HBIX HAIIPABJICHUSAX, M HU OHO, /AK€ caMoe OBICTPOE CYITIECTBO
HE CMOIJIO ObI )KUBBIM MPOOPATHCA CKBO3b ATO OOIAKO pa3siiieil CTau.

— bpaBo, Konan, — pazpancst psoM Becenblid rojoc IJCKWlamIla, — TBOE MAacTEpPCTBO
JTOCTOMHO CaMOU BBICOKOU OII€HKMH!

3areM BOJIIICOHWK TPOM3HEC 3aKJIWHAHUE, INCJIKHYI MajbllaMUd, U Ha IECKe caM co0oi
3aropeticsi HeOOoJIBINON KOCTep. DCKUIaMIT TOI00pall pa30pOCaHHbIC CYydbsl U aKKYPAaTHO MOJIOKUIT B
OTOHb.

— 1 Bcera roBOpuII, YTO BOJIIIEOHOE MIaMs BRIIJISIIAT Jy4Ille Ha HacToAnmX JpoBax! Tosbko
OHM OBICTpO cropatoT. Ho MOXXHO MpOW3HECTH 3aKJIWHAHWE, U OHH OydyT TOpeTh BeYHO! — W
KOJIZyH HapacleB CTall POU3HOCUTH HYKHBIE CII0OBA.

— Yro 3a TBaph CIYXHUT TeOe BMECTO KOHsA? — chpocui, HakoHel, KoHaH, cipsitaB Med B
HOJKHBI.

— Orto Tladnana! Jlydumii W3 MOMX KpBUIATBIX ITOMOIIHHUKOB! — OCKWJIaAMI YTO-TO
poOOpMOTaJl, U OTOHb CTOJIOOM B3METHYICS K HEOy, OCBETMB Ha MHUT OTBPaTUTEIIbHYIO MOpPIY
XUIIHOTO sIIIiepa ¢ TOpYalMMH U3 TacTH 3y0aMu JITTMHOU B JIOKOTb.

— TeHu-pa3BeJUUKHU TOJTOKUIN, YTO BEJIMKUK BOMH KOHAH CIIENMT pa3bICKaTh MOE CKPOMHOE
KA. S TOHSII, 4TO N0 CEPhE3HOE, U OTIPABUIICS HABCTPEUY.

— Jleno nelcTBUTENBHO cepbe3HOoe... Xemara YKyCHJ BOJIK-000poTeHb. M XOTh 3Haxaphb
Ma3aJl Hac BOHIOUEU Ma3blo. ..

— Ilocroit! 3HaunT, BOJK U T€Os yKycuia? — DCKujIaMIl BOpyr ctan oOHioxuBarh KoHaHa, kak



cobaka yOMTOTO MEJIBE/IS.

— Hla... u mens. Ho ma3p momoria. A BoT Xemnar...

— TeOe nmomoria He TOABKO Ma3b, KoHaH, — KOJyH HEMOHSATHO Y€MY BECEJIO 3aCMESICs, —
TeOe momoria emie TBosA BoJisA! S 4yBCTBYI0 B TeOe HekOoTopble peduiekchl 000poTHsA! OTHBIHE ThI
Oyzelis ere ObICTpee B CpaKeHUH, eile Heyromumee B Oere!.. Thl, MOXoke, € IMHCTBEHHBINA YEJIOBEK,
KOTOPOMY BIIMBAaHHUE 3apa3bl 0OOPOTHS MOIILIO HA MOJIb3Y!

— A Xemnara OpuUIUIOCh MOCAIUTh Ha IEMb... S XOpoIIoO 3amiaTuil 3HaxXapro, OH JIOJKEH
KOPMUTH €TI0 JI0 HAIIIEro Mpuxo/a.

DckunaMn oMpadHen u 3aaymaics. [lotom ¢ coxanenuem ckaszair:

— borock, apyr Moi, eMy yxe He momoub... Ho MBI Bce ke mompoOyem, XOTs 3TO Oyner u
HEJIETKO!

YTpo BBZAIOCH NACMYypPHBIM M XMYpPbIM, IIOACTaTh HAcTpoeHU0 KoHana. OcKuiiamm
yroBapuBaj JETETh Ha YyJOBUIIE — TaK ObICTpee, HO YTOOBI MPUATh SALIEPY CHUIIbI, TPeOOBAIOCH
MOXKEePTBOBATh JIOMAapi0. 100, TOIBKO MOAKPENMUBIIMCHL KOOBUIOW, OH OymeT CIocOO€H CHECTH
nBouXx. Jaxke mpu THEBHOM CBETE CYITIECTBO HAITOMHUHAJIO HOUHOM KommMap. KocTtucroe Temno, Oynro
CKEJIET, OOTSHYTHIM KOXKEH, OrpOMHBIE KPBUIbS C KOTTSIMH Ha KOHIIE U B cepeauHe. J|JTMHHBIN,
YCaKEHHBIN 3y0aMU-KOJIbsIMU KJIIOB, UJIU MAacTh, WK HedTo cpennee... M 3amax! Konan ynusnsncs
— Mo4yeMy B DCKWJIaMIla, CHUJIEBLIETO BEPXOM Ha MOHCTpE, HE BbeJcs ATOT 3amnax? BoumeOHuk
OnaroyxaJi TyllIMCTHIMU TPaBaMU M YEM-TO €I1I€, HEMTOHSITHBIM, HO JJOBOJIbHO MPUSITHBIM.

Konan He oTaan cBoro OeqHYIO JIOIAAb Ha KOPM APy, U DCKUJIAMII OTIYCTHJ YyIOBHUILE
MOOXOTUTHCS. PacipaBuB KpbUIbsi, MOHCTP B3MBUI B HEDO.

— TbI OTHpaBIsAKCs, HE MEIIKAsi, — TOBOPHJ KOJIAYH, — I JOTOHK. HaM HYXHO YCBHITHUTH
Xemnara... TO4Hee, yKe He Xenara... U Be3TH €I0 K...

OCKWJIaMIT BHE3AITHO 3aMoJiyal v 3aaymanics. KoHan He ctan HU O 4yeM crhpammBars. Momda
coOpaJ MOoKJIaxy, BCKOYMIJI Ha KOObUTY U, KUBHYB BOJIIICOHUKY, MOCIEIIAI B OOpaTHBINA MYTh.

OOparHasi opora — BCeTra Kopoye, U yke Ha cienyroiiee yrpo KoHaH mouTu BbIOpasics u3
Y3KOTO YILENIbsI, B KOTOPOM €Ill€ HEJJaBHO BOJMJIM XOpOBOJ IMpu3paku. Kro Obl Mor momymarb, 4To
31O pa3Bequuku Dckunamna! [IlpuBnaenus, yynoBulHbM smep... Konan ycmexuyncs. MatepecHo,
MHOTO Yy HETO TaKUX CIIyr?

Bue3anmHo koObIIa 3apkaja W TOMHSIACh Ha IbIObl. M3-3a KaMHsS BBIIET OTPOMHBIN,
3aMIIesIbId TeepHbIi MeaBeab. CBaABIIAsICS MIEPCTh Ha OOKaxX HAlTOMHUHAIA HEKOTa MYIMCThIN,
HO M3PSATHO TOOUTHI MOJIBIO KOBEp. A MacCHBHas ToJioBa 3Beps MOXOAWJIA HAa TPOMAJIHBIN,
U3bEICHHBIA PKABUMHOU KOTEJ, OOpaIleHHBIN BIIEpe]l JOHBIIIKOM.

[TemepHble MEABEIN TABHO MOKUHYIIU MECTA, I1I€ MOSIBUJICS YETOBEK. Tak ke, KaK 1 MAMOHTHI,
HIEPCTUCTBIE HOCOPOrM M cabne3yobie Turpsl. llpenropps Kapmamickux rop 4acto mocemainch
JIOIBbMH, ¥ BCTPEYA C MEMEPHBIM MEJBEIEM MOIIA O3HA4arTh TOJIBKO OAHO: €10 M3THAJIM, OH CTall
CJIMIIKOM CTap, 4TOOBI OOOPOHATH CBOO TeppuToputo. Ha cMeny npunun monoasle. [ae-to tam, B
TAJIEKUX, TUKUX MECTaX, B KOTOPBIX OOUTAIIA 3TH TPOMAUHBI — CMEHHJIACH BIACTh.

Mengenp cran «maryHom». 371bIM, OMACHBIM, MCTUTEIbHBIM. JITOTOM HEHABUCTHIO MBUIAIHN €70
a3a. XpUIUJIO 3apEBEB, 3BEPh MOMAHSUICA HA 3aJHUE JAlbl U CTAJI BIBOE, €CIM HE BTPOE, BbILIEC
yenoBeka. Korrn HanoMuHanm KpUBbIE TYPAHCKUE KUHKAJIBL.



KoHan ¢ Tpynom ympaBisiCd C MCIIYTaHHOM, 3aKyCHUBILEH ynuia JIOMAAbI0, HOPOBUBLICH
cOpOCHUTH X03sMHA U 0€XKaTh MOAAJIBIIE OT 3TOTO MOXHATOTO CTPAIIMIINIIA, HEOKUJAHHO BCTABIIETO
Ha nytd. CHenmBIMCh, KHUMMEpPHEI] YCIeJd HAaKWHYTh Y3J€UKYy Ha CyK Onkaliero aepenla.
MenBenp CTOAN HENOABMKHO M ONNIAIAT OKPECTHOCTHM XPHUIUIBIM PEBOM. YCTyNarb JIOpPOTyY
YeJIOBEKY OH SIBHO He coOupasics. Konan oOHakui1 Med M MeJIJICHHO Toles Ha 3Beps. OcTaBajiach
HAJCK A, YTO MEJIBEb BCE-TAKH OTOMJIET B CTOPOHY: HE BBIAEPKUT OTKPBHITOTO — IIa3a B IIa3a —
MPOTUBOCTOSIHUA C 4eJOBEeKOM. OCTaHOBUBIIMCh Ha HEKOTOPOM pacCTOsSTHUM OT 3Beps, KoHaH
CIIOKOMHO CMOTpEN B €ro 3J100HbIe MTa3ku. MeaBe b 3aMOTall TOJIOBOM, CIIOBHO XOTE€ M30aBUTHCS
OT MPUCTAJIBHOTO B3IVISiZ]a YE€JIOBEKA, KAK OT HA30MJIMBOM MUeNbl. 3aT€M 3aKpbLl MOPAY JlallaMHu, U
ATOT CMEIHOM >XECT BbI3BaN B Aynie KoHaHa OCTPyr XallOCThb K CTapoOMYy 3BEpPH), KOTOPOTO
BBITHAJIM C HACH>KEHHBIX MECT. 3aKpPbIB [N1a3a, 3B€Pb HEBOJIBHO OTJAJICA BO BIACTh 4esoBeKy. Konan
MOT ObI B IPBDKKE BCIOPOTH MY OpI0OX0, HO PEIII UCTIPOOOBATh JPYToi CcrocoO.

OH BCIOMHMJI paccka3 CTaporo IamMaHa OJHOTO CEBEPHOTO IJIEMEHM, KOYYIOIIEro Mo
3aCHEXEHHBIM noyisiM Acrapaa. CTapuk pacckasbiBajl MOJOIBIM OXOTHUKAM, KaKk MOXKHO HAmyrarb
3BEpsi, IPUTOTOBUBIIETOCS K arake. Peus 1uia o OesbIx MeABEsIX, HO IaMaH YBEPSUI, YTO €r0 METO]T
cpaboTtaeT Ha JIFoOOM 3Bepe. Bce 3aBUCUT OT CUIIBI IyXa U CIIOCOOHOCTEN OXOTHHKA.

[Ilaman coOpajn IOHOIIEH W TMOBEJI B pPailOH, IN€ XO3SIMHUYAJ OTPOMHBIM O€NbIi MEABEIb.
Konan 3aumHTEepecoBancsa U ONpUMKHYIT K rpymnmne. CTOMIO OXOTHHKAM YIIIYOHUTHCS BO BIIAJICHHS
IPO3HOTO XO35MHA 3JEUIHUX MECT, KAK OH HE 3aMEJUIUJ MOSIBUTHCS — OIPOMHBIN, Pa3bspEHHBIH,
PEBYLIMI TaK, YTO 3aKJIAIBIBAJIO YIIIN.

[[Taman cpenan OXOTHUKAM 3HAK OCTAHOBUTHCA M B OJMHOYKY MONIEN HABCTPEUY 3BEPIO.
Mengenb MOAHSIICS HA 3aJHUE JaIlbl — YEJIOBEK 3aMeEp B IMOXOXKEW CTOMKE, BBITSIHYB BIEPE PYKH C
pacTonbIpeHHBIMU NasibllaMu. Caenan HECKOJIBKO MEJICHHBIX JABUKEHUM, 1 KoHaHy moka3anocs,
YTO Tajblibl MIAMaHA YIJIUHWINCH, MPEBPATUBIIMCh B KOI'TH — YEpPHBIC, KPUBBIC, JIMHHBIC.
HekoTopble OXOTHUKU YBEpSUI, YTO 3aMETHJIM OAWH OOMIOMaHHBIA KOTOTh — Ha MPaBOW pykKe y
iaMaHa HeJ0CTaBayo Majbla.

Hanbsme mpoumsonuio M BoBce HeBeposiTHoe. lllaman Bopyr cran pactu. Bor ero pocrt
CpaBHSUICS ¢ MEABEKbUM... [Iper3omen ero!.. OXOTHUKH CTOSIIM, 3alPOKUHYB ToyioBbl. Kazanocs,
MeXOBasl ITalKa cTapruka ckopo KocHeTcs oonakoB! Konan He Bepui miazam. YUto 310? KongoBckoit
Mopok? Mmmto3us? [llaman nOpoTsSHYIT OTPOMHBIE KOCMAThIE JIalbl K MEJIBEAIO U TOT, 3aCKYJIUB, KaK
OOM>KEHHBIN MIEHOK, MO0EeXKall, UCIYTaHHO OIVISABIBAsICh U Mauykas cBoul cien. CTapuk cyMel Tak
Hamyrarb FPO3HOTO 3BEPS, YTO BBI3BAJ Y HETO «MEJIBEXKbIO O0JIE3HBY.

OXOTHUKHU MPOTUpAIM I1a3a, KOTJAa MaMaH MOI0NIe] K HUM U CTaJl PaCCKa3bIBaTh, YTO HYKHO
YyBCTBOBAaTh U MPEACTABIIATH; YTOOBI «BBIpACTU A0 HeOec». KoHaH XOpoIlo 3alTOMHIII €r0 pacckas.
He monpoOoBars in Hamyrath 3Bepsi? YOUBaTh CTapOro, 3aKphIBIIETO I71a3a MEJIBE/ISl HE XOTENOCh.

BiioxxuB Med B HOXKHBI, KHMMEPHUEL] COCPENOTOUMIICSA, KaK Y4YWJ MIAMaH, «JI0 MypalleK Ha
ciuHe». [lodyBCcTBOBaB, TakuM o0O0pa3oM, MNPWIMB CUJI, OH TpeactaBuia poct. OH pacrer!
CraHOBUTCS BBIILIE 3BEpsi, BbIIE CTEH yiueabda!.. [llamMaH yduia: CTOUT MOTEPSITh «MypAIIKU», U
HHUYEro He BeIAeT. CoCcpenoTOueHHE, BOCTOPT HA TPAHU MCCTYIUJIEHUS — BOT YTO JIa€T CHITy pocTa!
Oo6naka Bapyr npubOnu3uiarnch. KoHaH pagocTHO 3acMesics, U CMeX e€ro ObLI MoAoOeH packKaram
rpoma! M3-mox o0nakoB OH BUJIEN, KAK OTPOMHBIMU CKaYKaMU YIMPAET MEJIBE/Ib. ITOT MaJECHbKHA,
OeIHbIN 3BEPEK, PEIIMBIIMN MOYKUHATH YEJIOBEKOM !

Mup ka3zasncs OnroaieM, JeKaimM y HOT. Peuku, X0JIMbI, TOpOTH. ..

XOTeNnock 1mararb, HOKpbIBasi OTPOMHBIE PACCTOSHUS, PA3TOHATh JbIXAaHUEM TYYH, JTBUKECHUEM
JaJI0OHU cOpachIBaTh B MIPOMNACTh CKaJIbl, CPABHATH C 3€MJICH TOPHI. ..



OtnyctuB «Mmypamku», KoHaH BHOBb cTan OOBMHBIM 4eJIOBEKOM. B3misHyB Ha oOnmaka,
noKavaJ rojoBoi. B3noxuyi, oTBs3a nepemnyranHyo KOObLTY U BCKOUUIT B CEILIO.

B nepeBne Konana BctpeTun Ockuiamil. [lokazan o0opBaHHYIO 1IeNb U KOCTH Y JE€peBa, K
KOTOPOMY ObLIT IPUBSI3aH Xermar.

— Tloxoxxe, emy moMormu paszopsarh Ienb. OcTtanbHOE€ — SICHO. Sl HE Hallled HU OJHOTO
’KUBOTO YeJIOBEKa — TOJIbKO OOIIOJaHHbIE, pa3ApOOIeHHbBIE KOCTU B XIDKHHAX. . .

Konayn omyctuicsa Ha kameHb. Hemomaneky, HaXOXJIMBIIMCh, CHJAEN €r0 KPbUIATBIA «KOHBbY.
3aBuneB KoHaHa, OH pa3uHyl NacTh U 3aIMIIEIL.

— He oOpaimaii BHUMaHUS — OH MPOCTO Myraet, — DCKUJIaMI OTPO3UIT YYTOBHUIILY MaJIbIEM.

MoHCTp HECKOJIBKO pa3 MICIKHYI 3y0aMH, a 3aTeM MPHUKPHLT Ia3a KOKUCTOU MEPEIOHKON H,
Ka3aJIOCh, 3aCHYI.

— Yro Teneps nenars? Mckars crato? — mpauno cripocuit Konan.

— Craro OTBICKAaTh HECJIOXKHO, OHAa W cama, NoXalnyi, Hac Hauger... CIoXKHEe NJICHUTH
Xenara. Ho nmaxe u 310 He camoe TpygHoe. UTOOBI M3JIE€UHTh, €0 HYKHO BE3TH K KOPOJIEBE
nemoHoB DH-Kactepa, a kakyo oHa mOTpeOyeT miary, s He Oepych mpenckasarb... Moxer, gacT
pPa30BOE MOPYYEHUE, &, MOXKET, 3aCTABUT CIYKUTh €M B TECHEHHE HECKOJIbKUX JIET.

[Io omycTeBIIEH AEpPEBHE TYISUIM MaJE€HBKHE CMEpPYHM, NPEACKA3bIBasi CKOPOE H3MEHEHHE
norofiel. «JlepeBo Xemnaray IienecTeno JUCTBOM, U, Ka3ajJ0Ch, BETKH €T0 PaCKauuBalOTCs CUJIbHEE,
YeM CJIeJIoBaJio ObI ITPU TAKOM CJ1a00M BETpe.

— TbI ToTOB, KOHaH, BBIIOJIHATH €€ MOPYYECHUSA? — OCKWIAMII IPUCTAIBHO ITOCMOTPET B
CHHME TJ1a3a KUMMEPUUIIA.

— TonbKko TOCIE TOrO, KaK OHA packoiAyeT Xemara.

Berepok noHec 3ayHBIBHBIN BOMl cTau. JlepeBo cUIIbHEE 3alliesiecTeNio JUCTBOM. BommeOHuk
MPUCITYILIAJICS.

— Iloxoxke, OHO HE CIMIIKOM JIIOOMT OOOpOTHEH... BO3MOXHO, XO4eT HAac O YEeM-TO
MPEeIyNpPEIUTh.

KonaH orsiien yHbUTYIO, OITYCTEBIIYIO JIEPEBHIO.

— Kak mb1 Oynem ero noButh? [lepedrem craro?

— Jlyumie mpenoctaBb 3TO MHe, repoi. OOoimemcs 0e€3 KpoBH, TeM 0o0jee 4YTO YOUTh
000pPOTHS HEBO3MOXHO.

— 41 capIman, 9To MOXKET TOMOYb Cepedpo. ..

— DTO TOJBKO CIYXH, — DCKHJIAMII TPYCTHO YIIBIOHYJICS, — cepeOpsHas cTpelia Uil HOX...
[locne paHbl, HAHECEHHON TUMH MpeaIMeTaMu, 0OOPOTEHb BOCCTAHABIMBAETCS HE TaK OBICTPO —
TOJILKO U BCETO. A MOTOM CTapaeTcsl yUTH U3 MECT, TJie TPUMEHWIH CepPedpo.

— Hy, 3Ha4uT, 11oJyib3a Bce ke €CTb.....

TocknuBblii BOM pazgancst ropasno Omuxke. Kpwuiaroe udyauine Dckuiammna MPOCHYIOCHh U
3amienkano 3yoamu. KoijyH Npou3HEC HECKOJIBKO CJIIOB Ha HEMOHSITHOM, MEBYYEM S3bIKE, U
MOHCTp, PacCIIpOCTpaHss Y’KaCHYIO BOHb, pacCIipaBuJl KPbUIbS U B3MBUI B HE0O.

— IlycTh mOOXOTHUTCSI, HAM OH MOKa He HYXeH... CTano ObICTpO cMepKarhCcs. 3a HalbHEU
XMKUHOM 3aMelIbKajiu O€CIIOTHBIE TEHHU.

— Ecnu 060poTHSI HEBO3MOXKHO yOUTh, — cka3zan KoHaH, — TO mouyemMy OHM HE 3alOJIHHIH



BECh MUpP?

— Hy, Bo-nepBbIX, MpEeBpaIACTCs TOJBKO TOT, KOTO YKYCHJIM, @ HE TOT, KOI0 pa3opBajid Ha
KJIOYKM HM cbenu! A cTasg peako ymyckaeT ao0by. JKepTBbI TOXKUPAIOTCSA, WU KOCTH HX
oOraapiBaloTCsl HauucTo! BOT npuMep: B IepeBHE KuUTeNel ObUIO HE TaK YK Majio, a 00OPOTHSAMHU
CTaJIM TOJIBKO OJMHHA/IIIATh YEIOBEK.

— C xax 101 AepeBHU — Ja 10 ONUHHAAIATh. .. — Havdasl KoHaH.

— A BO-BIOpBIX, OHM JOJTO HE KUBYyT! YOUTh WX HEBO3MOXHO, HO OHU CMEPTHBI —
€XKEJTHEBHBIC MPEBpAIICHUSA... CMEILICHUSI KOCTEW, Xpslied, MYCKYJIOB... OpPraHu3M OOOpOTHS
OBICTPO M3HAILIMBAECTCS.

— 3HAUUT, €CIIM MBI pacKoJyeM Xemnara...

— OH He OymeT ApsXJIbIM CTapUYKOM, HO CTaHET 3HAYMTENbHO cTapuie! A Temneppr —
npurotoBscsi! Ecnu He cpaboTaeT Moe BoJeOCTBO, TO MPUETCS IparhCs!

DCKuIaMIl U3BJIEK M3 CKIIAJIOK IUIallla CTAPUHHBIA KUHXKAJ U 3a00pMOTall 3akiinHaHue. Boiku
MOSIBJISUTUCH U3 TEMHOTHI, KaK MpuBUIeHUs. CaauInuch MOJIYKPYroM, U, Ka3aJloCh, C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM
paccMarpuBaiy Jtoaen. Paaqom ¢ orpoMHBIM BOXKaKOM KPYTHJICS HEOOJIBIION CEPOBATO-CEA0N BOJIK.

— BoT OH — HerpomMKo cka3an DCKUIaMIL.

Kumsxan ero MenneHHo pasropaics GpuoieToBsiM cBeToM. KoHaH cTosT ¢ 00Ha)KEHHBIM MEUYOM
B pPyK€ M IME€YaJbHO BIJISJBIBAJICSA B MAJICHBKOTO BOJIKA. TOT, YyBCTBYS MPUCTAJIbHBIA B3IJIS
YeJIOBEKa, PhlYall U CKaJIUJI 3yObl, KK 1asi KOMaH bl BOKaKa K aTake.

Hcxonsimii OT KuH>Kajna (QUOJIETOBBI CBET HAauMHaJ] 3aXBaThblBaThb BOJIKOB, U OHU OJIMH 3a
JIPYTUM W37aBasi TUXHME CTOHBI, MMajas Ha 3eMJIIO.

— 3abupait Xemara W OTCTymaeMm, — OCKWJIAMIl C TPEBOroi Halmwonan 3a ociabieHueM
(hbHOJIETOBOTO CBEYECHUSI.

[TomxBaTWB MaJICHBKOTO BOJIKa HAa pyku, KoHaH NIMPOKUM IIaroM HampaBUiCAd K Onvkauineit
XWKkuHe. BonmeOHuk nmocnenmi ciaeaoM. 3anepeB ABepb, KoHan ynoxun Xemnara Ha JIEXKaHKY U
3aMeTaJicsl B IOMCKAaX BEPEBKHU.

— OH HaYMHAET NPUXONUTH B €05, — POBHBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3all DCKUIIAMII.

Bonk pepranm namamMu ¥ THXO CKYIHiI. B crapoMm CyHAyKe, TOE XO34HMH, YbM KOCTH JIEXKaIU
ceifyac y mopora, XpaHWJl caMmble LIEHHBIE BEIIM, OThICKajach, HaKOHEll, BepeBKa. BOJK OTKpBLI
ma3a, Ho KoHaH yxxe JIOBKO CBS3BIBAJl €MY JIalbl. 3aT€M METIeH 3aTaHy/I NacTh U 3aKPENUIT BEPEBKY
Ha 1Iee.

Bonk-Xemnar okoHYaTeIbHO TPUILENT B CE0s U KEIThIMU, KaK SIHTaphb, Iia3aMu HaOmoal 3a
HEHABUCTHBIMU €My CyIecTBaMH. JOTo Obuia muimia! BkycHas, couyHas, OT OJHOTO BHJa KOTOPOM
TEKJM CIIOHKU. M 3Ta muma cBsi3ajla €ro, OCTaBHB COBEPUICHHO O€CHOMONHBIM! DTH MBICIU
CBOJWJIM C yMa, 1 O0OPOTEHb 3aCKYIUJ CKBO3b CKaTble ueatocTh. CTasi OTBETUIIA IPYKHBIM BOEM.
Konan mistHyn ckBO3b 3a0paHHOE pelieTkoi 0kHO. [lapHble OTOHBKHU BOJYBUX V143 METAIUCh BOKPYT
XUKUHBL.

— Hwuuero, — co cmexom ckaszan DCKHJIaMIl, — JIBEpb KpemnKas, a OKHa — C pelIeTKaMH.
Houb mepecumum... Ho ¢ koObuioi TeOe mpupaercss npocTuthes. Jla Bce paBHO ee ¢ coOOM He
BO3bMEIIb.

BcemomuauB mipo nomanb, Konan kpemnko u 3areinuBo Beipyraics. beqnas ckotuna! Ona Obuia
Takou mocaymmHoi!.. Bcmomuuiics u cnokoiHbIi Qunocod-BepOitoa, KOTOPOro, KOHEUHO, COXPaIu
€lIC PaHbIIE.



[lepBoe, uto ycubiman Konan yrpoM, ObUIH skasio0Obl Xernara. ['HOM cTOHal, CUIISICh pa3opBaTh
BEPEBKHU, U TPOMKO BOIPOIIAJ Apyra — MO4EeMY TOT €ro CBs3aJ.

— TbI X0Th YTO-HUOY/Ib MOMHHUII? — MpayHO cripocui KonaH.

— Bce nomH10... HejaBHO ThI MEHS 3a4€M-TO MPUKOBAJ K JCPEBY. ..

— A CHBI? — 3€Basi, CIPOCUIT DCKHUJIaMIIL.

Xemnar HaJoJIT0 3aMOT4al. 3aTEM CMYILEHHO MOKPSIXTEN U CKa3al:

— CHbl o4eHb fApkHe... byaro g Oeraio Mo paBHUHE, 3JIMTOM JYHHBIM CBETOM... I —
OXOTHHUK... M Korna yaaercst 100bITh MUILLY. ..

— Tak BoT, 3anioMHu, — nepedun Konan, — 3t1o He coH! Tebs yKycus BoJK-000pOTE€Hb, U ThI
KaXXIyr0 HOYb ITpeBpamaemnscsa! Y noxupaens gonen!

Xenar Bapyr 3amiakaid. OH CMOTpen Ha CBSI3aHHbBIE PYKH, U CJIe3bl TEKIU IO €ro
MOCTaPEBILIEMY MOPIIMHUCTOMY JIUILY.

— S1... 4 5)Ke He XOTell... — BCXJIMIBIBAJI THOM, — HE XO4YY... s HE BUHOBAT...

— HukTo Tebs HEe BUHUT, — MATKO CKa3zaa DCKUIJIaMIl, — MBI TOCTapaeMcs TOMO4Yb. A TOKa
notepnu. Mbl He BipaBe TeOsl pa3Bsi3aTh Jaxe THEM: Thl MOXKEIb, CaM TOTO HE JKeJsasi, cOeXarb.
[Torepmu.

Korna okoHuaresnbHO paccBeno, Apy3bs BIIUIA U3 XWKUHBL. KOHaH CKpUmHYN 3y0aMu, YBUJIEB
Ipyly aKKypaTHO OOINIOaHHBIX JOILIAIMHBIX KOCTel. Jlaxe Kilouka IKYyphl HE OCTABUJIA OOOPOTHU
OT €10 KOOBUIBI.

OCKUIaMIl pa3Bel PyKaMHU — 4YTO K JIeJIarh? Ero KpbUlaTblii MOHCTP CHAET HA HPEKHEM
MecTe, OyITO HUKYJa U HE yIeTall CO BUEpAIIHEro JHsA. 3aBUIEB XO35IMHA, OH PaJOCTHO HICIKHYI
KJIFOBOM.

— Tlocnenmm, — cka3zain BOJIEOHUK, TPUBSA3BIBAsI UCITYTAHHOTO THOMA K KaKOW-TO HIMIIKE Ha
CIIMHE YyJOBHUIILA, — ITYTh HEOMU3KUI U HEJIETKUH. . .

KonaHn, crapasich He CIMIIKOM IITYOOKO JIbIIIATh, YCEJICS Ha KOCTISABBIM XpeOeT siepa, mo3aau
DcKHIIamIa.

— ToroB? — obepuyncst konjayH. — llomerenu! PacnpaBUB KOXKUCTBIE KPbUIbS U OKYTaB
KoHana cBOMM HENOBTOPUMBIM 3allaxoM, YYJOBHILE IMOCJIE KOPOTKOro paszbera ycTpeMHJIOCH B
He0o0.

Bcekope neca npeBparuiiuCh B TPaBy, XOJIMbI — B MaJICHbKHE, €JI€ 3aMETHbIE HEPOBHOCTH, a
oOnaka Ka3ajluch HE Jaliblie, YeM MOTOJIOK B IOME.

— IlpuroroBbcs, — KpUKHYI DCKUIaMIl, — ceifuac OyzeM npopes3ars oOnaxa!

PoBHO U MomHO padoTas KpbUIbSIMH, S[Iep OKyHyIcs B oOnauHocTh. K yauBnenuto Konana,
o0/laka OKa3ajucCh HE TYCTBIMM M JMIKUMH OAlHSAMH, a JIETKUM IMOJYINPO3pPauYHbIM TyMaHOM,
CKBO3b KOTOpBIM OH Herioxo BHujaesl. CoBCceM Kak OOBIYHBIN, 3¢eMHOW TyMaH, MHOTAA 4YyTh CYIIE.
BripBaBimce u3 neyeHbl 001aKoB, MOHCTp MPOA0JIkKal HAOUPaTh BHICOTY.

— B kakoli cTpaHe ®uBeT 3Ta napuua? — crnpocui KonaH.

— B apyrom Mupe... — HEONpPEAETEHHO OTBETUIT DCKHUIIAMIIL.

KoHnaH »xpan mpoAoiDKeHus, HO Tak M He Aoxaancs. O4eBHUIHO, KOJIYH HE XKeall ceilyac
MyCKaThCsl B OOBSCHEHUSI U PACCKA3bIBaTh O Ipyrux Mupax. Kazanoce, oH ObLI 4eM-TO 00€CITOKOEH.
[lormsapiBall MO CTOPOHAM, 3aTEM HECKOJBKO pa3 U4TO-TO KPUKHYI CBOEMY «KOHIO». M Ka1IpIil pa3
AlIep M3MEHsUI HalpaBleHUE MoJiera, OyaTo mpoOupaics MO HEBUAMMOM, NMETISIOUENH TOpHON



TpOIIE.

CxiionuB 1osioBy, KoHaH cMoTpen Ha TPUYYUIMBBIE TOPHI M BaJIyHBI OOJIAKOB, MEIJICHHO
MPOTUIBIBAIOIIMX TTOJT KPBUIbSIMU siiliepa. EMy X0Tenoch CPBITHYTh U TOOPOAUTH, UITH, MOKET OBITH,
KakK B JIETCTBE, MOOErarh Mo 3TUM MYyXJIbIM U HEXXHBIM TOpaM U JIOJIMHAM.

— Bot ono! — DckunaMmn ykaszail Ha CTpaHHOE, 30JIOTUCTOE CHUSIHUE B BHUJIC HEMPABUJILHOIO
OBaJia WM apKH.

Monctp ObicTpee 3apaboTan KpbUlbsiMU. CHSHUE OUYEpPTAHUSIMU HAMOMHUHAIO KOJBIIO
TabaYHOTO JIbIMA, BBITYIIECHHOE YMEJIbIM KYPUJIBIIIMKOM. A MO I[BETY — paJiyry ¢ mpeolnagaHuem
30JIOTUCTBIX TOHOB.

Smep Habpanm CKOpOCTh M MpOMYAJICA CKBO3b KOJbIO. Hudero He m3amenmnoch, Ho KoHan
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OCKWJIAMIT pacciabuiics W TOXJoman JaJOHbI0 IO KOCTSIM MOHCTpa, Kak
JTACKOBO TPEIUIET HA€3AHUK YCTAIYIO JIOMAb.

[Toun Ha cHuxkeHue. KoHaH HMKAaK HE MOT BCIIOMHUTB, KaK 30BYT 3TOTO KPbUIATOTO «KOHS»
OckuiiamIia. A cipanmBarbk MOYEMY-TO HE X0TenocCh. Kakoe-To KpacuBO€, 3By4HOE U HETIOHSATHOE
UMH. ..

[Tpope3aB oOnaka, YyIOBHIIE CIOXKUIIO KPbUIbI U KAMHEM PUHYIOCH BHU3. [IouyBCTBOBAB yxac
nagenusi, Xemar 3akpudain. Cepaie Konana Omnoce y camoro ropisa. DCKujlaMIil OOCpHYICS U
KUBHYII: BCE B MOPSIAKE. Y CaMOM 3€MJIM SALLEP PACIPABUII KPbUIbS U MIPU3EMIIUJIICS TIABHO U MSATKO,
yero KoHaH OT 3TOro KOCTIsBOIO YyIOBUIIA HUKAK HE OKUIAJ.

Bokpyr TecHminCh ropel, moOleckuBas Ha BEPIIMHAX CHEKHBIMU MUKaMU. MOHCTp cen B
HEOOJIBINIOM KaHBOHE, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPYKEHHOM 3YOYaThbIMM CKajlaMHU. DCKUJIaMI JEJIO0BUTO
orBsi3an Xemnara u nepeaan Konany. CrieiaeHarslii THOM BBIISIIEN Kak HEOOJbIION Kylek. Toapko
BOMHCTBEHHO TOIOPIMJIACh 0Opo/na, M TOpuYall KPIOYKOBAThli HOC € JByMs OopomaBkamu. OH
CMUPUIICS C CyAbOOW U JIMIIIL CMOTPEIT Ha IpY3€eH MevaabHbIMU TIIa3aMHU.

— I'ne-to HaBepxy OepeT Hayallo peka, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPOM HE MPOU3HOCSIT, — TOPOILIUBO
CKa3ajl DCKUJIaMIl, — OHa yXOAWUT BIVIyOb TOPHI, TOTJIOIAET SIIOBUTHIE BEIIECTBA M MPEBPAIACTCS B
MOTOK C YepHOW Boaou. Jlaxke maneilmme OpBI3TH COXIYT KOXY M IIJIOTh, Oylb OCTOPOXKEH.
Bolineun B nemepy, — KOJIIyH MOKa3al Ha TEMHOW OTBEPCTHE B CKaje, — JOUJEHb A0 PEKH, TaM
JIOJDKHBI OBITH JIONKU. [lasnbliie Boga Te0st cama BHIHECET. ..

DCKWJIAMIT YMOJIK U B COMHEHHUH IMOKa4yaJl TOJI0BOM.

— 4 OBl momen ¢ TOOOH, HO OOHOCH BbI3BaTh €€ THEB. B mpouuiblid pa3 Mbl HEMHOIO
MOB3JIOPUJIU. .. — BOJIIIEOHUK TPYCTHO YCMEXHYICA U MPOJOJDKAIL. — B0O3bMH KOJBIIO, Yepe3 HETO
s Oymy TeOst BUACTh. Y3HaI0, KOT/ia 3a TOOOU mpuiieTarsb, eci. .. Hy, cioBowm, Brepe!

Konan Hazmen Ha MU3HWHEIl KOJBIO C KPYNHBIM camndupoMm. Brisgencs B kKamMeHb, U €MY
MO0Ka3aJi0Ch, YTO B INIyOMHE MEJIBKHYI Yel-TO Iv1as3.

— Koponea-To, HaBepHOE, Takas ke kapra, kak Ha Octpoe [1aykoB? — yXMBUIbHYIICSI BOMH,
yCTpauBas MMoJ MBIIIKOW CBSI3aHHOTO Xemara.

DCKUIIaMII ¢ O0NIEr4YeHUEM PACCMESIICS:

— Her, sta cumnaruunee Oynet... Cam yBuauib. Ho koBapcTBa €if He 3aHMMAaTh, TaK 4YTO
OyZlb OCTOPOXKEH.

KoHaH KHUBHYI Ipyry ¥ NIMPOKUM ILIATOM HAMpPaBUJIICA K TEILepeE.

CrynuB o HU3KUE CBOJbL, OH OIVISAENCS. Y3KUM, JIMHHBIA TOHHENb. CO CTEH COYMTCS Biara.
Bnepenn — cnaOblii cBeT, O4e€BHAHO, B H300MIMM pacTeT cBeTaumiics wmox. Koporesa
1m03a00TUIaCh, YTOOBI TOCTU HE IUTyTald B TeMHOTE... KOHaH OCTOPOXXHO NBUHYJICS BIOEped U
BCKope ycubimal mieck. [lemepa BeiBena k Oepery 4epHoO# Mmoa3eMHON peku. Peka /10 MoJoBUHBI



3aIOJIHsJIAa TOHHEb, CTEHBI KOTOPOTO OBLIH JI0 OJeCKa OTIOJMPOBAHbI BOAOW. BO3MOXKHO, BO BpeMs
MIPOJIMBHBIX JOXJICH TOHHEIb 3aTOILISIIIO TTOJIHOCTHIO.

Tpu HEOOMBIIMX JTOIKH JISKAIM Ha KAMHSIX KBEPXY JHOM. PsioM ¢ kaxka0i — BecIo.

Xemnar BIEPBbIE MTOAA I0JIOC:

— Yro OyaeT, eciiu rj1e-To BIepeu Boia MOTHUMETCS?

— Torma Mbl moruOHeM, — CHOKOWHO ckazan KoHaH, — HO He Aymaro, 4TOOBbI KOpOJEeBa
TONMJIA BCEX CBOMX TOCTEM... Pa3Be, TOJIBKO HEKOTOPBIX.

— W oHa CMOXET CHATh C MEHA 3aKiIsaThe? — Xemar Hadajl MPOSBISTh UHTEPEC K CBOCH
cynb0e, ¥ 3TO ObUT XOPOIIHil 3HAK.

— Tyt He 3aknsaTue... — KoHaH BO3WIICS C JIONKOW: MEPEBEPHYI W IMOATAIMI K Boae. — B
KPOBH y T€OsI BOJTUbs 3apa3al DCKUIAMIT CAMTAET, YTO KOPOJIeBa CMOXKET €€ yOparh.

On ynoxun Xemara B JIOAKY, IPBITHYI Tyda CaM M OCTOPOXKHO OIYCTHJI BECJIO B YEPHYIO,
SJIOBUTYIO BOJY.

— S wyBCTBYI0, YTO celuac HaYHy MPEBPAIIATHCS, — BHE3AMTHO MPOXPUIIE]I THOM, — B TOJIOBE
TaK MYTHO...

«3HAUUT, HABEPXY YK€ HOUb», — nonymai Konan.

OH ¢ TpYCTBIO MOCMOTPEN Ha Jpyra U BHYTPEHHE COAPOTHYICS, YBUJEB SIPOCTh B KEJTHIX
I1a3ax ¢ BEPTUKAIBbHBIMM 3padkaMu. Bpems, ka3zanoch, OCTaHOBUIIOCh. MEIJIEHHOE IBHUXXCHUE
JIONIKH, YBIICKAEMOW TEUYCHUEM, CEPBIE CTEHBI TOHHEJSI C MATHAMH CBETAILIMXCS PACTCHUM ny2o,
HU3KHE KAMEHHBIE CBOJIBI.

Konan HeBoJIBHO 3aapeMalt. ..

— MBbI, KaXXeTcsl, Mpuexaliu, — rojioc Xemnara OblUT XpUILIBIM U TPYCTHBIM.

Crano ObITh, HOUb Mpouvia, cMeKHYT KoHaH W, HMpoKOo 3€BHYB, BIVIsAAENCS B moidyMpak. OHU
HAXOAWJINCh HEBIAJIEKe OT Oepera OOMIMPHOIO MOA3eMHOT0 o3epa. CBOAbI M CTEHBI OTPOMHOM
Memepbl TEePSUIUCh B TEMHOTE. A BIajdd, MOCPEAU O03€pa, BO3BBIIAJICS CBEPKAIOIMMHA JBOPEILL
KOPOJICBBI JIECMOHOB.

Konan monro cMoTpen Ha 6€3ymMHOE BEJTHKOJICIHE MPO3pPauyHbIX OallleH, OTJIWBAIOIMX BCEMH
IBETAaMH PaJyr, Ha MU, TOPSIIME B TOJTyMpaKe pyOMHOBBIM CBETOM, Ha HUCXO/AIIME K YEPHOM
BOJIE CT€HBI U3 MPO3PAYHOTIO MUHEpAJIa, BO3MOXKHO, TOPHOTO XpyCTasl MJIA KBapla.

— IloMHUTCS, OBIBAJIM MBI B TOJTOOHOM 3aMKe — aJIMa3HOM, — ITO/aJI TOJIOC Xemar.

['ma3a y Hero Bce elie OTIMBAIN KEITU3HOM.

— Kak Hu kpyTH, a TOT ObUT MEHbIIIe, — KOHaH B3sUICS 32 BECJIO U MEJIJIEHHO CTaJl TPECTU. —
B03MO0OXHO, ¥ 3TOT 3aMOK — aJIMa3HBIHN, JIIOOIT OHU TOT KaMCHb. ..

Bckope o0HapyXkuiIoCh, 4TO W B 03epe €cTh TeueHue. JIoaKy 3akpydmBajgo, WHOTIA OHa
ycTpemJysijiach B TIPOTHMBOIIOJIOKHOM HamparineHun, u Konan, paboTas BecjaoMm, C TPYIOM
Hanpapisl €€ B HY)KHYIO CTOpPOHY. Eilie uepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMs BBISICHHIIOCH, YTO 03ep0 oduTaemo!
N3 Bombl TO M [€JI0 MOKAa3bIBAIMCh CIHMHBI OTPOMHBIX KMBOTHBIX, JIOAKA HaTaJKMBajlach Ha
MIPEISATCTBUS, KOTOPHIE BIIOJIHE MOTJIM OKa3aThCsl TEJIaMU MOHCTPOB, OOMTAIOIIMX B IITyOUHE.

«Kakune uynoBuIng, Kakue MopoKACHUS MPaKa MOTYT KUTh B 3TOM SIOBUTON BONE? — AyMall
Konan, 30pko misias Brepen. — Kakue THyCHbIE IEMOHBI, K KOPOJIEBE KOTOPBIX, MbI IIbIBEM? U,
BOOOIIEe, TMouyeMy OCKHUJaMIl TaK yBEpPEH, 4YTO KopojieBa moMoxer? CaM OH, KaKk HETPYJIHO
JI0Ta1aThCs, €/1Ba YHEC OTCrofa Horu! Buauiimb 11, OHU «HEMHOTO TTOB3I0PUIIN !

N Bce xxe Konan nmoBepsil Cy)KJI€HHSIM BOJIIICOHMKA, €r0 3HAHUSIM, €r0 OCMOTPUTEIBHOCTH U
MYZIPOCTH. DCKWJIAMIT YBEPsUI, UTO KOPOJIEBA JEMOHOB ITOMOXET. BOT ToNbKO miara...

BuesanHo Bona Bnepeau 3a0ypiuia U Bcnyduiiack. Ha moBepxHocTH, B30MBAs SOBUTYIO TIEHY,



SAPOCTHO W3BUBAJIWCH TOJCTECHHBIC IMynajibia. Ka3amoch, HECKOJIIBKO J€CITKOB OTPOMHBIX BOISHBIX
3MEH COIUIMCH B CMEPTEIILHOM CXBaTKeE.

Konan u3MeHMI Kypc M Haller Ha BECIJO, MBITasiCh OOOWTH CTOPOHOW MOTHSBIIETOCS Ha
MOBEPXHOCTh MOHCTpa. K HecyacThlo, TEYEHHE B 3TOM MECTE OKa3ajoCh CHJILHBIM, U JIONKY,
HECMOTpsI Ha CTapaHus rpediia, HeCja0 B MPEKHEM HaIpPaBICHUM.

[lonoxkeHrne CTAaHOBUIIOCH YyrpoxkamoumMm. KoHaH BHUEN, YTO BCTPEYM C HEHU3BECTHBIM
obuTareneM NIyOMH HE MUHOBaTh. Bce, 4TO OH CMOT cJieliaTh, 3TO ClieTKa OTBEPHYTh B CTOPOHY OT
M3BUBAIOIIMXCS, KAXKIYIMX AOOBUM IIyMaliel], MOCJI€ Yero OTIOKHUI BECIO U B3sJ B PYKH MeEU.
MoHCTp, 3amMeTuB J00bIUY, 3aMep, Kak Mayk B 3acaje. Temepb W3 BOMBI JIMIIL CJErka TOpYaid
KOHYMKH €r0 YyJOBUIIHBIX IIyNajel], HalIOMUHABIIMX KOPHU 3aTOHYBILIETO JIEPEBA.

Ho croumno noake nmpuOIM3UTHCS, KaK 3TH «KOPHUY 3alCBEIHINCH, XUIIHO HAICIWBIIMCH Ha
KEPTBY. 3aTeM, OyITO C TPYIAOM pa3JBUTAs TSHKEIYI0, YEPHYIO BOAY, IMOKa3ajaach rojoBa YydOBHIIA.
JIBa MyTHBIX IV1a3a, BETUYNHOU C JOHBIINIKO BUHHON OO0YKH, IPUCTAIBHO yCTaBUIMCh HAa KoHaHa.

JIBU>KeHUE JIOAKHU 3aMeIMIIOCh. BeposiTHO, OrpoMHasi Tyllla TUTAHTCKOTO CIIpyTa pa3OuBaja
MOTOK, CO3JaBasi 3aBUXPEHUS, B KOTOPHIE JIOAKA W Tomnana. HeCKOJNbKO YEepHBIX MIyMayiell, MOYTH
HE3aMETHBIX Ha (POHE BOJBL, MEAJICHHO CKOJIb3HYIM 1Mo O00pTy. KoHaH MmoaHsI Mey, U 3TO CIOBHO
MoOyInJI0O MOHCTpa K JelcTBuio. Ilpuluim B JIBMKEHHE OCTajbHbIC IMynanbiia. IloTaHYyIHCH,
YXBaTHIJIMCH 32 OOpT Joaku. KoHaH ¢ TpyIOoM OCTaHOBHJ 3aMax — OH BAPYT SCHO YCIHBIIIAT TOJIOC
DcKuiaMIia;

— He meBenucs! CnpyT BUIUT TOJBKO TO, 4TO JABMKETCs! Ecnu 3ampenis — gynoBuiie Teods
HE 3aMETHT.

N neiictBuTebHO, cTOWIIO KOHaHY 3aCThITh C MOAHATHIM MEUOM, KaK JBHKEHUS YyHOBUILA
CTaJId BSUIBIMU U HEYBEPEHHBIMU. MOHCTP HETOPOILIMBO OIIyIall OOPT B MOMCKAX KUBOTO, KOTOPOE
BUJIEJIOCh EMY TOJIBKO B JIBUOKEHHUH, U KaK Obl HEXOTS MOrPY3UJics B MyduHy. M3 nipeiocTopoxHOCTH
Konan He cmemmn B34TbCS 3a BeCa0. MeMJIEHHO, CTapasch HE Jelarh PE3KUX IBUKCHHUM, OH
BJIOYKWJI M€Y B HOKHBI U B3IISIHYJI Ha KOJIBIIO, TIEPEIaHHOE MY BOJIIICOHUKOM.

— Tloka TBI He BOIIEN BO JBOPEI] KOPOJIEBBI, I MOTY C TOOOW TOBOPUTH, XOTS 3TO TpeOyeT

OONBIIMX YCWJIMA, — BHOBB pa3lajcs M3 KOJbIa JAJEKHH TOJ0C DCKuiaamIma, — IMOTOM CMOTY
TOJIKO BUJCTh... — IMOCIEAHUE CJIOBA MPO3BYYaIN €JIe CIIBIIIHO, CJIOBHO UX OTHOCHJIO IMTOPHIBAMHU
BETpA.

BbpkaaB st BEpHOCTH e1iie HekoTopoe Bpemsi, Konan B3siics 3a Beciio. CBepKaroumii ABOpeIl
npubmkancs. BugHenach JecTHUIA, CIyCKAalOM@AsACA K BOIE, HECKOJBKO JIOAOK, 3aCTBHIBUIMX Y
npuyana. Konan BHOBb moiiman ciaboe TedeHue, u BCKOpe ABOPEIl U3 TPO3PavyHOTO0, UCITYCKAIOIIETO
CBET KaMHsI MPEJICTAJI TIepe]] HUM BO BCEM CBOEM BEJIMKOJICTIUU.

[mankue, yxomsume B NIYOMHBI YEPHOTO 03€pa, CTEHbI, OECUUCICHHBbIE OAalCHKH C
PYOMHOBBIMH IIMTWJISIMH, JIECTHUIIBI, KaK BHYTPH ABOPIA, TaK U CHApPYKHM — BCE 3TO CBEPKAaJo,
MePEIMBAIOCHh BCEMH IIBETAMU PaIyrH, OCICIUISIIO CKa304YHOM, HE3EMHON KPacOTOM.

Konan mepecrtan rpectu, 1 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs JIF0O0BAJICS ABOPIIOM, KaK OMBITHBIA FOBEIH]
HaCJIaXaeTCs YMCTHIM CBETOM OpMJIIMaHTa. Xemar Brai B 3a0bIThe FUIH JKe€ TTPOCTO criaji, u Konan
MoXKaJies, 9YTO THOM HE MOXKET BUJICTh BEJIMKOJICTIHE BOPIIA KOPOJIEBHI IEMOHOB.

— Jla, mpexpacHoe 3penuile, — JAOHECCS COBCEM CJIa0bIil ToJI0C DCKuIamIia, — HO TOCIEeIIH,
MOoKa He HacTalia rmopa HaleMy JIpyry MpeBpai@arhes. . .

OCTOpOXKHO TMONBEIS JOAKY K TIIOCKOMY KaMHIO-TIpuyaty, KoHaHn cTynui Ha HEro, crapasich He
3aMOYMTH CAaror. 3areM BBITAIII JIOAKY, CYHYJI IO MBIIIKY CIISIIET0 THOMa W HalpaBUJICS K
MIPO3PAYHON JIECTHHIIE.



HukTo He BbIIIENT €My HaBCTpedy — HU paObl, HU BOUHBI, HU JeMOHbI. KOHaH MOMHSIICS 1O
JIECTHHUIIE JIO BEJIMUYECTBEHHOM apku. Bxon HukeM: He oxpaHsics. [[Bepeit Takxke He Obu10, 1 KoHan
OecnpensaTCTBEHHO BoIea BO JBopel. Ha Mur mokaszanoch, 4TO OH MOMaJl BHYTPh coJiHIla. [71a3za
cieswnuch. Hecrtepnumoe cHsiHUE MYICUPOBAIO, OYyATO KHUBOE CYIIECTBO, JIYUYUIIOCH,
MEPEITUBAIOCH BCEMU LIBETAMH PaIyTH.

[IpumypuBumcs, KoHaH caenan HECKOJBKO IIarOB M OCTAHOBWJICA, HE 3Has, B KaKOM
HAaIpaBJICHUU JBUTarbCA. lIpo3padHble CTEHBI SBISUIM B30pY OYEPTAHUs 3aJ0B, KOPUIOPOB,
JIECTHHII, TIEPEX0JI0B U HEOOIBIIMX OyTyapoB.

— O 4yeM Tl XO4Uelllb MPOCUTh MEHS, CMEPTHBIN? — pa3aalicsl rojioc, MOJOOHBIA HEXHBIM
nepeauBaM (QIenThL.

KoHaH cIIOTHYT KOMOK, COBCEM HEKCTAaru OKAa3aBIIMKCS B TOpJIE, OTKAUULICS U TPOMKO
CKasal:

— Moit apyr ctan 06opoTHEM. S mpolily BEPHYTH €T0... YIAIUTh U3 €r0 KPOBH. ..

BHe3anHO cTeHbl NpUIUIA B JABUXKEHHUE. 3aKpyXujach ToJioBa. MHMO MNpOIUIbIBAIN
IPO3payvHbIC, CJIOBHO COTKAHHBIE U3 BO3/yXa, JIECTHULBIL... BO3MOXHO, CTEHBl U HE JIBUTAJIUCh, a
nepemetaics caM Konas. ..

OuHyjCa OH B OTPOMHOM 3aJI€ ¢ BBICOKMMH CBOJIaMU B BUJIE APOK U MPUUYJIMBBIMU PE3HBIMHU
KOJIOHHAMH, WCIYCKAIOIMMU TOTOKHM HEXHO-ToJlyooro cBera. (CKBO3b MpO3payHble CTEHBI
BUJIHEJIUCh YEPHBIE BOJBI 03€pa — BEPOSATHO, 3aJ71 HAXOAUJICA B OIHOW M3 YIJIOBBIX OallleH JBOPIIA.
Bricokuii, 3aTeHIMBBI TPOH MOCPEAMHE HANIOMUHAJI CBEPKAIOIMK Ha coiHie ancOepr. bois u
CJI€3bl B INIa3aX MEIAIIA PA3NISIACTh CUIALLYIO HA TPOHE JKEHILMHY.

Bre3anHo cBeT mnoryckHen, U KoHaH yBuzen, HakoOHEN, KOPOJIEBY AEMOHOB 3araJO4yHOU
ctpanbl JH-Kactep. Ha Tpone B cBOOOmHON 103e cujena H3ANHAS MOJIOAAs KEHIMHA B
HUCTIaalonMX Oenbix onexaax. OTcTpaHeHHas, HE3eMHasl KpacoTa ee OJeTHOTrO JIMIa BhI3bIBajia
CKOpee IrpyCcTh, HEXEMU BocxulleHne. KoHaH HamoMHWII ceOe: mepe HUM — He 4YeJIOBEK, a JIEMOH,
KOTOPBIA MOXKET NPUHATH Jt00oe obOmuune. Ho modyemy oHa pemnmia BBINISIETh KaK 3€MHas
KeHImHa? Y Bce-Taku 3TO €€ HACTOSIMM O0IHK?

PenmB OTIOKUTH BBIICHEHHE 3TOTO BOIPOCA A0 JIYYIIMX BpeMeH, KOoHaH BHOBb 3arOBOPHII O
CBOEH Mmpockoe:

— Moero npyra, THOMa, YKYCHJI BOJIK-OOOpPOTE€HBb... — HO KOpOJIieBa IpepBajia €ro
KaIlpu3HbIM, KaK MOKa3aJ10Ch, TOJIOCOM:
— Kakyto 1eHy Thl HaMepeH 3aIlUIaTUTh 3a €ro MCIEJIeHHEe? — OrPOMHBIC, CBEpPKAIOIME

XOJIOZIOM TJIa3a >KEHIMHBI CMOTPENH C BBI30BOM.

— JIroOyro, — 63 konebanuit orBeTrs1 KoHnaH.

— T'oTOB 1111 THI pau Apyra NOXKEPTBOBATH KU3HBIO?

— T'otoB!

B nyme oH Bce ke Hamesycs, 4TO TaKylo IUIaTy KopojieBa He moTpeOyer. JKeHIMHA BApPYT
okazajach psagoM. OHa c: JIOOOMBITCTBOM OCMAaTpuBaja MYXECTBEHHYIO (UTYPy HEOOBIYHOTO
MIPOCUTEIISI M JTaXKe JIETKOM, KaK CHe)KMHKA, PYKOW KOCHYIIAach Impama Ha ero mogboponke. A Konan
TOJIBKO Celyac pasmisjies, YTO OIeK 1a KOPOJIeBbl Oblila BO3MYIIIHOK 1 Tipo3padHoii. [lo cyru, mepen
HUM CTOsIa OOHa)KeHHAs >KCHINMHA C THOKMM, KaK y TaHIIOBIMIIBI, TeJIOM. HeBOJBHBIN B310X
BOMHA HE YKPBUICS OT BHHMAaHHS KOPOJICBBI, U OHA, BCKUHYB PyKH, KaK INAJIOBIMBAas JICBOYKA,



clienana HECKOJIBKO TaHICBAIBHBIX JBMKEHUM. KoHaH CTOSUT CTOI00M, BCE TaK e yIepKUBas Mo
MBIIIKOM CIISIIIETO Xemara.

KennmHa paccMmessiach 3BOHKHM, CEpPEOPUCTBIM CMEXOM U 3aKpY)KHJIach B HEBUIAHHOM
HUKEM M3 CMEpPTHBIX TaHIle. HeoObluHBIC NBHMKEHMS, TOXOKHE HA TIJIaBHBIA, CTPaHHBIA pUTYal,
HaOeramIMMu BOJTHAMHU pa3MbIBaIM co3HaHue KoHaHa, kak MOpPCKOM MpuUOOW ETCKHUE TecYaHble
3aMKH. CJIOBHO 3a4apOBaHHBIN, 3HAS, UTO JICUCTBYET HE MO CBOEH BOJIE, OH MOJIOKUII CIIEJIEHATOTO
Xemnara Ha IOJI, CHSUI IOSIC C MEYOM, KOJIBUYTY. ..

OcTaBumch B HaOEIPEHHOM MOBSI3KE, U YYBCTBYS CE€0Sl HEBEPOSITHO MIIYMO, OH CTOSJI, HE CBOJS
I71a3 ¢ TAaHIYIOIIEH KeHIMHBL. KoponeBa BHE3anHO 0CTaHOBWJIACh, U KOHaH MOY4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €10
BOJIs cBOOOAHA. Yapkl mcuesnmu. Ho uto Obuto nenars? bpocuthes oneBarbesi? CMENMHO U TIIYIIO. ..
Kummepuen Bujaen, 4ro €ro ocMarpuBarOT, Kak TOBap. BamisgoM 3HaToka OIEHUBAIOT (GUTYPY,
MBIIIILIBI, MY>KE€CTBEHHOCTb M KpacOTY BOMHA.

C HEKOTOPBIM BBI3OBOM, CKPECTHB PYKM Ha rpyau, KoHaH CTOsu1 MOJiYa — CHOKOWHBIM H
BEJINYE CTBEHHBIN, OIIYIIAasi CBOIO CUJIY MYKYMHBI U JAHHYIO €My IPUPOION BIACTh HAJ KECHIMHOM.
[IycTp maxe 3Ta XeHUMHA — KOpoJsieBa AeMOHOB! Ero mpekpacHoe, COBEPIIIEHHOE TEJIO0 BOWHA B
CUSIHUU JIBOPIIa OTJIMBAJIO0 OPOH30iA.

— Sl u3neuy TBOETO Jpyra, HO THI OyAeHIb MOWM CIYIOM JO TeX IOp, IMOKa s caMa TeOs He
OTIYIIy! — KOpoJieBa BHOBb BOCCE/Iajla HA TPOHE M TOBOPHJIA XOJIOIHO U BEICOKOMEPHO.

KoHaH Mos4a CKJIOHMII TOJIOBY. XEIar BAPYr MPOCHYICS U U3Jajl AyLlepa3Auparoli BOILIb.
Pa3peiBasi BepeBkH, 3a0mics B cyigoporax. Ha rybax ero BeicTynmuia KpoBaBas TeHa. Ha mwur
MOKa3ajioCh, 4YTO B MNYIbCHUPYIOIIEM CBETE€ MEJIbKHYIA TE€Hb BOJKa. MeTHylach BBBICH U
pPacTBOPUIIACH B CUSIHUU. XeMaT 3aTUX, CJBIIAIUCH TOJBKO )KaJIOOHBIE CTOHBI U XPUILJIOE JbIXaHUE.

— OH 310p0OB, — CKa3ajia KopoJieBa, — TeNepb OH OyJIeT crarh U BO CHE OXpaHSITh TBOM MeU U
JOcCHeXH. 31ech OHU TeOe He IMOHaI00TCH.

['HOM momHSJICS M, OBUTAsCh PHIBKAMH, KaK MapHOHETKA Ha HUTOYKAX, IMPHUHSJICS COOMpaTh
Beum Konana. Koponesa npocrepnia pyKy, 1 OH UCUE3.

— be3 Meua 51 ayBCTByrO ce0s rosibiM, — yeMmexHyicsi Konas.

W B TOT X€ MHT OIIyTHJ, YTO €ro HaOeapeHHas MoBs3ka ucdesna. OOHa)keHHasT KOpoJieBa
BIPYT OKa3ajiach PSJIOM, U €€ Ia3a 3aCHUsUIN BOJIIICOHBIM, HE3EMHBIM CBETOM.

Cnyx6a Konana cocTosuia mo OOJbIIEH YacTH B YIOBICTBOPEHUH TIOXOTH M KalpHU30B
KOpoJieBbl. ONBITHBI U CUJIBHBIA MYXYMHA, OH YMEJ JOCTAaBUTh JKEHIIMHE YJOBOJBCTBUE U MOT
JIACKATh KOPOJIEBY B TEUEHUU HECKOJIBKO KOJIOKOJIOB MTOAPSAJL UIIU JAXKE BCIO HOUb.

TakuM oOpa3oM, 3Ta 4acTh €ro pabOThl TPYAHOCTEH HE BBI3bIBAJA. XyXK€ MPUXOIUIOCH BO
BpeMsi nupoB. KopolsieBa mnepuonMueckd ycTpawBaja B TPOHHOM 3ajie€ JIOJITUE U OOMJIbHBIE
nupiiecTBa. HeBecTh OTKyda MOSBISUINCH JIEMOHBI CaMbIX HEBEPOSTHBIX (OpM U pa3MepoB:
OTPOMHBIE, KJIBIKACTHIE U KOTTUCTHIE, KaK MOMHSABIIMECS HA 3aJHUE JIallbl O CTPUKEHHBIC MEJIBEIH, C
OTBPAaTUTEIbHBIMU CKJIaJKaMU KOXHU Ha Oproxe U moj MblkaMu. Ho ObUTM ¥ HEOOJbIIME, C XUTPOU
aKajabed MOPJON M TEJIOM YpPOMIMBOIO TropOyHa. BceTpedanuch AEMOHBI-IEPEBbS U JAEMOHBI-
KaMHU.

HekoTtoprie u BoBce He umenu (HopMbl U NpeObIBalid B BUje Kiyosieica Tydu. Ho koposesa
xmypuiiach, 1 He UMmeronmii @opMbl, TOCTIENHO YIJIOTHSIICS B HEKOE MOA00ME YeloBeKa, MOCie



YEro YNHHO CHUJIEIT 32 CTOJIOM, €1 U NI HApaBHE C IPYTUMH.

Bo Bpems nupmectBa Konan o0si3aH ObUT CTOSITh, CKPECTUB PYKH, Y IOAHOXBS TpoHA. U, 4To
Xy’)K€ BCEro, MHOIZA €ro 3acTaB/IIM BCTYNarb B PYyKONAIIHbIE CXBaTKW C 0C000 OyHHBIMU
JEMOHAMHU.

KoponeBa B3MaxoM pyku ygajisiia KOTTH U KJIBIKM Yy OZHOIO M3 TOCTEW W IpeBpallaia €ro B
HEKoe MoJo0ue YeloBeKa — YpPOIUIMBOIO, C OFPOMHBIMU KYJIauuIlAMH, OblUbeW Iieed M HOTaMu-
TymMOaMu.

KonaHna BeIpydasia JJOBKOCTh U ObICTpoTa. CHJION OH BCErJia yCTYIal IEMOHY, HO, HEIIPEPHIBHO
JBUTASICh, YCKOJIb3aJl OT MEIBEKbUX OOBATHIN UyJOBHIN M C HEOKHIAHHBIX MO3WULIMI HAaHOCHUI
COKPYILLIMTEIBHBIE YAAPHI B YEIIOCTh, B BUCOK MJIM 3aTbUIOK NPOTUBHUKA. [locie 3Toro Tyma neMmona
MEJICHHO YIUIbIBJIA K3 3aja, a KoHaH ¢ HENPOHULAEMBIM JIMLIOM PAaBHOAYIIHO CIIyIlaj
0of0OpUTEIbHBIE BBIKPUKK THUpYyOIMX. Bo BpeMs MOmOOHBIX CXBaroK KOpOJIeBa Tpererana OT
CTpacTH, W Mocie Kaxaoi nmodenpl 3actabisia KoHana 3aHuMarbcs ¢ HeM JIOOOBBIO MPSIMO Ha
TPOHE, IO 3aBUCTIIUBBIA BOU NMUPYIONMX YYIOBHUIIL

3arem KoHaH BHOBB CTOSUI y TpOHA, CKpeCTHB PykKH. OH HaIEsIiCs, 4TO CKOPO HAJIOECT
KOpPOJIEBE, M OHA OTIYCTHUT €r0 U Xerara BOCBosACH. MoxeT ObITh, 1a’ke HarpaJuT 3a ycepaue.

Ecnu He cuMTarh MUPOB M IIAJUATOPCKUX CXBATOK, JKU3Hb BO JBOPIE TEKJa OIHOOOpa3HO.
KoponeBa 4yacTo M Hazoiaro ucyesana, BEpOSATHO, BEpLMiA Jejla Ha MecraX, U Torga Konan
OTChINAJICA. BpicaBIMCh, 3aKaTblBaJI UIMTEIBHBIE NUPBL. bilaro BUHO M €1a NOSABIBUINCH CaMHU
coboii. He TpeboBanock naxe MpOCUTh — JBOpEI], Ka3aloCh, caM 3HaJl, KaKko€ BUHO U KaKYIO
3aKYCKY CETrofHs MpEeArnoynuTaeT BoMH. KOHaH BXOAWI B TPOHHBIA 3aJl — IE€pel HUM BO3HUKAIU
MpO3pavyHble CTOJN M cKambs. OH canwiics, W TOSABIBUIACH sSCTBa. BOWH € W mWi BBOMIO, M
€MHCTBEHHBIM, YE€TO €My HE€ J0CTaBaslo, ObUIO OOmiecTBa Xemnara, HO BCE IOIMBITKM HAaWTH €ro
OKa3bIBAIMCH O€3pe3y/IbTaTHBIMHU.

Honrumu yacamu Opoaun KonaH mo nBopily B Halexze 3allOMHUTH PAacIOJIOKEHUE 3aJI0B,
JIECTHHI] U KOPUJOPOB, COCTaBUTh B yME IUIaH, U, MOXET ObITh, HaliTU apyra. Ho aBoper; Obu1
NepeMEHYMBbIM, KaK OCEHHss moroaa B ropax. Hu pa3y Konan He moObiBas 1BaX /bl B OTHOM 3aJie,
3a UCKJIFOYEHUEM TPOHHOIO, 1a U TOT BCE BPEMS OKa3bIBaJCs B HOBOM MecTe. [loToM mosBisuiack
KOPOJIEBA, U BCE MOBTOPSIIOCH — MUPbI, CXBATKHU, JTIO0OBb. . .

Konan ckydan mo oObdHOMY cTOIy. PaccestHHO omisiipiBasi BOSHUKAIOIIME MEPE] HUM SICTBA,
OH BcioMuHan xapueBHM lllaguszapa ¢ ux mecrtpoi, MHOTOTOJIOCOW TOJIIOW, CCOPaMU, IpaKkamMu U
TEPIKUM, JCIIEBbIM BUHOM.

B customiem TpOHHOM 3alie, ¢ BO3HUKAIOIMM M3 BO3yXa JOPOTMM BHHOM M H3bICKAHHBIMHU
3aKyCKaMH, €My HE€ XBarajlo MPOCTOTbl U HE3aT€MJIMBOCTU TpPaKTHpa TOJICTOrO AciiaHkapuoa.
[Ilyma, roMOHa, cM€Xa MPOCTOr0 PEMECICHHHKA WM HAC€MHHUKA, BBIIUBIICTO 34 OAWH IPUCECT
XOpolnmii KyBIIMH BMHA. KOHaH 3Haj, KOHEYHO, UYTO, OKA3aBIIMCh B TpPakTUpe, OyIeT ¢ IpyCThbIO
BCIIOMUHATh M3BICKAHHBIE YIOIIEHUS BOJIEOHOTo aBopia. Ho TakoBa yx mpupoaa 4delioBeKa —
TOJIBKO MOTEPSAB, OH HAYMHAET MOHUMATh [IEHHOCTh TOTO, YTO UMEIL.

Ha cen pa3, koponeBa mosiBuiach npsMo nepen HUM. llogHsB Bce eme 3aTyMaHEHHBIN
BOCIIOMUHAHUsIMU B30p, KOHaH yBuIeNn 1103aJd HEE BBICOKOIO CTPOWHOIO IOHOWYy C
HUCTAJAIOUMMU Ha IJIeYH OeNIbIMU, Kak CHeET, BojocaMu. OTcTpaHEeHHas KpacoTa Julia BbljaBaia B



HEM CYILECTBO HHOM, HEIKEIHN YEIOBEK, TOPOJIBI.

«IlonykpoBkay, — modyemy-To mogyman Konan, HaOmiomas 3a IUIaBHBIMH, JaXe HENKHBIMU
JIBUKECHUSIMU FOHOILH.

— TBost cimyx6a, Konan, Onu3uTCs K KOHILY, — C YCMEUIKOM CKa3aiia kopojeBa. — OcTaercs
nocienHee ucneiranue. Cymeens modeauTs — Oylelb CBOOOAEH, BMECTE CO CBOMM JPYIOM.
[Ipourpaenms — He B3bIIM!..

UyBCTBYS TSXKECTh B TOJIOBE OT BBIIATOTO BMHA, a4 B KEIYIKE — OT CheeHHOro Msca, Konan
MOJ4Ya BCTAJ M mofowesn K roHome. CIWIIKOM MOJOJ, CIWIIKOM JIETOK, HaBepHOE, OBbICTp B
IBU>KEHUSIX, HO HEOIIBITEH. ..

HoBplit 11000BHUK KOpOJIEBBI — B 3TOM KOHaH HE COMHEBAJICA — CTOSJI CIIOKOMHO, TOJBKO
I71a3a €10 BHE3AITHO HAIUIUCh KPOBBIO.

CusiHue B 3ane ycunwioch, 1 KoHan Ha mur 3axmypuiics. KopoiieBa sIBHO NOIbITphIBasia
CBOEMY JIIOOMMYHKY.

— Bnauane BepHu Xemnara, xouy, 4ToObl OH BuUjien 00ii! — KoHaH CIOKOMHO CMOTpeI B I1asa
TOM, YTO €Ille HEJJABHO 3aMUpaJia B €r0 OOBSITUSAX, & TETIEPh BCEM CBOMM BHUJIOM JIEMOHCTPUPOBaja
Ope3IIMBOCTD U JIaXKE, OX0XKE, HEHABUCTD.

KopoieBa menkHyna najibsuamMu, U B 3aJI€ MOABUIICS XeIar, IPUKUMasi K TPyId MeY U J0CIEXH
apyra. B mmazax — TpeBora. OH yKe He cmai, sICHO TOHHUMas, 4To OymeT HaOIomaTh 3a
CMEPTEIBHOM CXBATKOM HA MOTEXY KEHIIMHE-IEMOHY.

— He B3aymaii ero yours, Konan, — 3510 ckazana kopojeBa. — TBos 3a1a4a — moOeIuTh, HE
youBasi!

— Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO?

— Ilocrapaiicsa! Mnave He KUTh HU T€OE, HU TBOEMY ApPYyTy!

IOnoma Bapyr 3aBbul. Tuxo, 3ayHbIBHO. [IIMpOKO OTKpBUT pPOT M BBITAHYA IIEK0, Kak
B3JICTEBIIMI Ha IUIETEHb METYyX, COOMparnmics Kykapekarb. OT ero KpacoThl HE OCTalloCh U
cinena. Tereps nepen KoHaHOM: CTOSUT BypJajlak € TOpSIIMMU KPOBaBbIMHU INIA3AMHU, UCKAXKEHHBIM
MIOTYCTOPOHHEHN 3710001 JTUIIOM M TOpPYAIMMHU U3 CIIOHSBOU IMACTH KIIBIKAMU.

KuMmMmepuen ycMexHyIcs, U KOpoJieBa IMOCMOTpENIa Ha HEr0 ¢ HEHAaBUCThIO. Boil Mep3koro
YIOBIPSI TIEpEIIEN B CBUCT, OT KOTOPOTO 3JI0KWIIO Y. KOHaH marHya BOEpel W 3aHEC KYIaK JJis
yaapa. Ho npoTuBHMKa Ha MecTe HE OKa3zaloch. Pa3mbITOe, CMa3aHHOE JBHKEHUE — U yAap CO
CIIMHbl. BOMHY moOKa3aioch, 4TO B MOSICHUILY CO BCErO XOIy Bpe3anach Tejera ¢ rpy3omM. Murom
MMOBEPHYBIIMCh, OH OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY, U30€XkKaB €Ile OIHOTO KOBAPHOTO yJapa B CUHY. beicTpoTa
MPOTHUBHUKA ObUIa HEBEPOATHOM. [71a3 HE MOT yCIeAUTh 3a €ro NePEMENICHUSIMU, BUICIIUCH TOJIBKO
Oernechle MOJ0CHl pa3Ma3aHHbBIX CBETOBBIX MATEH. KOHaH BHOBB OIIYTHII yap MO MOYKaM, 3aTeM eIlie
u eme. Hy u nognas sxe tBapb! [10y1b3ysICh HEUETOBEUECKUM YMEHUEM MTHOBEHHO MEPEMEIATHCH,
OH OygeT OUTh B CIIMHY JO T€X MOp, Mmoka... OO0 3TOM He XoTeloch Jaxke aymarh. He xorenoch
MPEACTABIISITh, BO YTO MPEBPATUTCS €TI0 CIIMHA YEPE3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

Ecou B cxBarkax ¢ nemoHamu KoHaHa cmacaiia ObICTpOoTa M JIOBKOCTh, TO TEHEph MOIVIa
MOMOYb TOJIBKO CHJia. B CKOPOCTH OH MOJIHOCTHIO yCTYIall HEOOBIMHOMY MPOTUBHUKY. ET0 HYX)HO
cxBaruTh! U TOTIa OH HE CMOXKET MOPXaTh 32 CIMHOW, KAK MOTBUIEK BOKPYT CBEYH !

N3menuB TtakTuky, KoHaH mnomneiTancda mnowMars yBepmIMBOro Bammnupa. OH mpsiran u3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CTApasiCh MPEeAyraaarb, Ije¢ NPOTUBHUK OKAXETCS B CIECAYIOIIECEC MTHOBEHHE,
4YTOOBI yXBaTUTh, CXKaTbh, pa3daBUTh €ro TOHKHE KocTu! Mopiach OT 00Jid B CIIMHE, HA KOTOPYIO
NPOJOJIKAIM Chinmarbesl ynapel, KoHan metancsi, Hanesch XOTs Obl CIy4ailHO CTOJIKHYTBhCSI C
roHole. Ho Bypnanak, kazanoch, pacTBOpHIICS B Bo3ayxe. U Tonbko canHsimas 00Jib HalloMuHaia



O TOM, YTO OH BCE €Il KPYKUT HEMoJaleKy U HAHOCUT KOBapHbIE, Npeaareabckue ynapbl. Konan,
pacchinasi TPOKJIATUS, MTPOAODKAT HEOXKHUJAHHO TMphIraTh B CTOPOHBI, HBIPSATH, HAruoOaTbcs,
KPYTUTBCSl HOJIOW U, HAKOHEL, CTOJKHYICS C HEBUJIUMBIM IMPOTUBHUKOM, YCIEN BIEMHUTHCS B €r0
XOJIOAHYI0 PYKY. Bypaanak B3BbUI, mbITasich BbipBaThes. Ho KoHan ¢ pbluaHumeM ckan Maliblibl,
YYBCTBYS, KaK XPYCTHY/IU IO HUMU TOHKHE KOCTHU YIIBIPS. 3aTeM pacKpPyTHJ €ro, Kak Ipallly, U CO
BCET0 Maxy IPUJIOKHUI 00 MOJI.

OX0 MNpPOKAaTWIOCh MO 3ajy. 3akpuyana KoposieBa. YUTO-TO TOPOIUIMBO TOBOpHI Xemar.
Bypnanak, BHOBb CTaB IPEKPACHBIM IOHOILLEH, 0€3 IBH>KEHUS JIeXkKal Ha TOJLY.

— Twi!l.. Ter youn ero! — prinana KkoposieBa, — Yot Mmoero cbiHa! Tel ympers 3a 370!

— O, Kpom! — Bocknuknyn Konan, — s ke He 3Han!..

Xemnar TSHYIN 32 PyKY, IOKa3bIBasg HA M€Y U JIOCIIEXHU.

— Ckopee! Onenaiics, 6exum!

Koponesa ucuesna BMecte ¢ TesoM cbiHa. CBET BCIBIXHYJ C TaKOM SpOCThiO, uTo KoHaH moutu
HUYEro He BuJed. Xenar MoMor HaJeTh JOCIEXU U MOsIC C MEYOM.

— Ceituac oHa BbI30BeT 1eMOHOB! bexum!

— Jla xyna 6exars?! — KoHaH apocTHO BbIpyraics. — I mpITajics HalTH BbIXOA!..

— A 3nar0! — xpuuan Xenar. — MHe pacckaszail DCKUJIaMII. .. BO CHE!..

CroTsIKasich M pblya OT JA0CAJIbl, THOM MO0OeXaa mpodyb U3 TpoHHOTro 3ana. [llupokum marom
KonaH nBuHysCS ciaeaoM, OT Ay HaJesICh, UTO MOJCKA3KK BOJIIEOHNKAa Xenary He MPUCHUINCS.
OHuU, KOHEYHO, UMEHHO MPUCHUIIUCH, HO, KaK YTBEPKAal THOM, IO BOJie DCKUIaMIIa.

CusitHue nylnbCUPOBAJIO B TakT OWEeHHUIO cepjua. [Ipo3payHble CTEHBI MPUILIM B JIBUKEHHUE.
3aMOK MBITAJICS MOWMaTh M Pa3JaBUTh HEHABUCTHBIX CMEPTHBIX, OJIMH W3 KOTOPBIX OCMEIIHJICS
yOUTBH ChIHA KOPOJIEBHI.

Xemnar, OKOHYaTeJIbHO OYHYBUIMCh OT KOJIJIOBCKOTO CHA, YBEpPEHHO Haxoawua gopory. [Iponum
HECKOJIKO CBEpKAlOlMX 3aj0B, MpoOexkanu, HbIpAd TMOI CKUMAIOUMecs apkKd, dYepe3
NyIbCUPYIOIIME Kopuaopbl. He oOpairiasi BHUMaHUs Ha MOSBISIONIMECS W UCUYE3AIONIUE JIECTHUIIBI,
Mepexo/ibl U 3aJibl, XenaT TBEPJI0 AP KAJICS HY)KHOTO HalpaBJICHHUS.

— Cxopo! Ckopo BbIX0j]! — THOM € YTPOCHHOM dHEpruei Opocuiics Biepea U... OCTAaHOBUIICS
B CTpaxe U 3aMellaTeIbCTBE.

[Tocpenn odepemHOTO CBEPKAIOIIETO 3ajia BO3BHIMNIAIIACH OTPOMHAs, KocMaras (urypa. [leMon
CTOSUT HEMOJBMIKHO, KaK CKaJla, BHITSHYB KPUBBIE Jambl C JIUHHBIMH, OOJIOMAaHHBIMU KOTTSMU. B
[EJIOM OH IOXOIWJI Ha HEJABHEIO 3HAKOMOIO — MEHIEPHOro MeABeAs. TOJIbKO B OTIWYHUE OT
3apOCIMX IIEPCThI0 MEIBEKbUX IVIa3, OTPOMHBIC, KaK IJIOIIKMA, KPOBaBble OYM JEMOHA TOpEU
HEYraCUMbIM PYOMHOBBIM OTHEM.

[Topocuiee OypbiM MEIBEXXBUM MEXOM OpIOXO CBHCAJIO K CaMOMY MOJy, mpeBpamas Qurypy
YyJOBUIlIA B TOl00ME KaMEHHOIo HCTyKaHa. M3-moj Oproxa TOpYaidud KOPUYHEBBIC CTYIIHH,
YBEHYaHHbBIC PACCIOUBIIMMUCS U TOXKE OOTOMaHHBIMU KOTTsIMU. OYEBUIHO, IEMOH HE ObLIT MOJIO]I.
Ho cTapocThs He mpeBpalnaia ero B ¢1ab0ro mMpoTUBHUKA, CKOpEE, HA00OOPOT — OMBIT BCETJIa MHOTO
3HAUMJI B CXBaTKax.

ObnaxxuB Me4, KoHaH mojo1iesn K 4yJIoOBUIITY. XemaT, Kak 1 MOJ0KEHO OPYKEHOCITY, HaXOIUJICA
YyTh 1103a/]IH.



— Koponesa xoueT, 4To0bl 51 yOui Teds B OeAUHKE, — Pa3falica TPOMOBOM PBHIK, B KOTOPOM C
TPYIOM MOXHO ObUTO pazoOparh cioBa. — OHa 3ampeTuiia MHE HCIOJIb30BaTh BOJIICOHYIO CHUITY
nemoHa. Sl noimkeH youTh Te0s Tak, Kak Thl yOUII €€ ChIHA.

— $1 He 3HaJ, YTO CpakaroCh C CHIHOM KOPOJIEBBI, U YOUJI €10 HEHAMEPEHHO, OHA JIOJKHA 3TO
MMOHSTH, — CHOKOMHO cka3al KoHaH.

— Omna noHsna, — pABKHY AEMOH, — WHa4e Thl AAaBHO MpeBparwiics Obl B Kydy merja!l A
Tenepb Tede OyAeT napoBaHa cMepTh B 0010! LleHu 3To, )KalKuii KyCOK CBEXero Msica!

JIEMOH TIOIIEBENWICSA, W €r0 OrpOMHas Tylla BHE3AIHO OKAa3aJlach PANOM. TOJNBKO KOI'TH
HapanHyiau no csepkaromemy noiy! Teneps KoHan Haxonuics B mpenenax JOCAraeMOCTH KPUBBIX
Jan. Xemar HE3aMEeTHO CTal 3axoAuTh cOOKy. llambubl ero cokumanau pykosThb (aMHUIBHOIO
KUH)KaJA.

JleMoH He oOpalan BHMMaHHMSI Ha TMepeABMKeHUs THoMa. KpoBaBble mmasza, moJbIXas
HEHABUCTBIO, HEOTCTYIHO Cleauiau 3a KonHaHoM.

— Ts1 ymMpenb, 1 aymia TBOSI BEYHO OyZIET MyUUThCS TaM, Kyfa 5 ee yHecy! Beuno!

JleBas nana 4yyoBUIIA BAPYT C TaKOW OBICTPOTOM ycTpeMuiiach Brepen, uro KoHana cracia
TOJIBKO €ro peakuus. B mocimegHuii MOMEHT OH yCHed HBIPHYTh HOJ KOTTH U OTHPBITHYTH B
cTOpoHY. JleMOH ObUT ONBITHBIM OOWIIOM U TEHEph COBCEM HE MOXOMUJ Ha KaMeHHoro uaona. Ilom
KOXKEeH, mopocieid Oypoi mepcThio, MEePEKaThIBAINCHL OTPOMHBIE, KaK YIaBbl, MBIIIIBL. Byrpuiucs,
MEepPEIIIETATIUCh, B3TyBAJIUCH.

Konan, HapounTO pacTsrupas clioBa, ckazall: « Tbl ObICTpEe, UeM s lyMaJl...»

BeICTpbIMU, CKONB3AUMMU IIAraMy OH TPUOIU3WICS K IEMOHY U BOH3HMJI M€Y B €10 OTBHUCIIEE
oproxo. Ho, oTpbirHyB Ha 6€3011aCHOE PacCTOSIHUE, C TPEBOTOM 3aMETHII, YTO KPOBU Ha KJIIMHKE HE
ObUT10. Med BolleN B CKJIAJIKU KOXKHU JIEMOHA, HE IPUYMHUB €EMY HH MaJeHIIero Bpea.

— JKankuii cMepTHBIM, — NOPOPHMAIO YYIOBUIIE, — MOK WIIKYypy HE MPOTKHENb 3TOMN
MaJIEHbKOW UTPYILKOM !

JIeMOH OTpPBIBUCTO 3aiasil, YTO O3HAYAJIO, OYEBUIHO, CMEX. 3aT€M 3apblyaj, U €ro KOCMarhle
Janpl IpUIUd B ABWKeHHEe. B moboit Moment Konan Mor momacTe mox ymap. Ilpuxommiock
HEMPECTAHHO YKJIOHSTHCS, OTIPHITUBATh B CTOPOHY, AaKe OTOErarb, HO IEMOH JBUTAJICS BIEPE C
MIPOBOPCTBOM, KOTOPOTO TPYAHO OBUIO OXKUJIATh OT Takoi Tyum. Beskuil pa3 oH oka3bIBaJICs psJIoM,
Y €T0 KPUBBIE JIATIbI MEJIBKAIU C HEMUMOBEPHOU CKOPOCTHIO.

HenpeppIBHO 1BUTasICh, KUMMEPHUEL NBITANICS O0ONTH Bpara Uiu XoTs Obl 0OKa3aTbcs COOKY, HO
HEU3MEHHO BHJEJ Iepea coO00M MOXHAThIE Jambl ¢ OOJIOMAaHHBIMU KOTTSIMHM, OTBHCIIEE OpIOXO U
KpacHbIE, TOpAIIME HEHABUCTBIO IM1a3a. PaHO WM MO3IHO JEMOH CyMEET 3alleluTh YBEPTIMBOIO
MPOTUBHUKA, U y4aCTh €ro OyleT pelieHa. . .

VYnyuuB mMoMeHT, KoHaH HaHec pyOsumii ynap Mo HaBUCIICH HaJ HUM OTPOMHOM, KpUBOU
nare. KIMHOK OTCKOYMIJI, KaK OT KaMH$, €/1Ba HE BBIBEPHYB KMMMeEpHUUIy pyky. OcraBanack
NOCIeIHsAsT HaaekJa — KpacHble mma3za jgemMoHa. Ho dYToObl NpPOH3UTH MEUOM IVIa3HUILY,
TpeOOBAJIOCH MOAOUTH K UYIOBHUIIY Ha OIM3KOE pacCTOSHHE. A 3HAUUT, BEPOSITHEE BCETO, MONACTh
IO yAAp CTPAIIHOM KOITUCTOM Jianbl!

N tyr Konan 3ameTus, 4Tro Ha mepcTu aemMoHa nosuc Xemnar. HesameTHo 3amas c3anu, OH
yXBaTuJiics 3a Oypble, CBAJISIBILMECS BOJOCHI M TENEPh MPOOUpaCs BbILIE, HAMEPEBASICh, OUEBUAHO,
100paThCsl 10 TOJIOBBI U TJIa3 4yyaoBUILA. [l0uyBCTBOBaB MPUCYTCTBHE UY)KaKa, IEMOH IOMBITANICA
3alenuTh ero Janoid. KoHaH HeMeUIeHHO chenall BbIIaJ U IOIPY3Wsl KJIWHOK B IOAMBIIICYHYIO
BIIQIMHY yynoBuIla. Ha cell pa3 KOHYMK Me4a 0Ka3aJics OKpalleH YepHOU KPOBBIO.

3HauuT, AeMOH ya3BuUM! Ctpemsch oTBieyb ero ot Xenara, KoHan cran Hamanare sipOCTHEE.



Teneps Jie3Bre Meya MEJIbKaJIO Tepe]l I1a3aMU JIEMOHA, KaK KPbUIbsl BETPSHOW MEIbHUIIBL. Xemnar
YK€ CHJIE]l Ha KOCMaroH Ilee, U ero KWHXaj HWCKaJI Ia3a YyJOBUIIA. 3apEBEB, JEMOH YXBaTHJI
rHOMa OOCMMH JlallaMH, BOH3MJI KPHUBBIE KOTTH B €10 MaJEHBKOE TEJO M C pa3Maxy IBBIPHYI Ha
noi. Ho meu KonaHa ye HanmosioBHHY BOLIEI B €10 KPOBABBIN IIIA3.

Crpaumblii peB notpsc cBepkaroumii apopen. CHUsiHUE BCIBIXHYIIO SIpyE, 3aT€EM HEYBEPEHHO
3aMUTajo U OKOHYATEIbHO MOMEPKI0. B HOpManbHOM cBETE€ BOMH YBUJEN ObIOIEECS B Cynoporax
YYJIOBUILE U HETOABUKHOTO, UCTEP3aHHOTO CTPAIIHBIMU KOTTSAMU, OKPOBABJIEHHOTO Xerara.

KonaH MeTHyICS K JEMOHY M HECKOJBKO pa3 BOH3MJ Med B JPYrod mia3. 3areM MEJIEHHO
Mo/IoNIeNl K HEMOJABM)KHOMY TEJIy THOMA. YMaB Ha KOJIEHU, MPUINAJ K TPYId MaJE€HbKOTO Apyra.
Cepane Xenara He Ounoch. Ha cTpammbix, pBaHBIX paHaxX y)Ke 3allekjach KpoBb. Pyka Bce elre
CKUMaJia Pe3HYI0 PYKOSITh (haMUIbHOTO KMHKaa. A B TNIa3ax HaBEKU 3aCThuIa 0OJIb.

BspeseB, Konan O6pocuiicst Kk comporammemMycsi B HOCIEHUX KOpyax JEMOHY U CTall pyOUTh,
KOJIOTb, CHOBAa PYOUTH €r0 OTBpAarUTEJbHOE, MOPOCIIee MEABEXKbeH MEepCcThi0 Teno. CKOJIBKO
BPEMEHH MPOAOHKAIOCH 3TO Oe3yMue, KUMMEpPHUELl HE TOMHUIL.

OuHysCsl OH, 3aMETHUB B CTOPOHE KOPOJIEBY, IPUCTAIBHO U M€YajbHO HAOIIOJABUIYIO 3Ty CLIEHY
NocCJIEMHE MECTH NOBEPKEHHOMY Bpary, OTHSBIIEMY jaopororo apyra. Tspkeno apiua, Konan
MEJICHHO OMYCTHJI MCIAaYKaHHBIA YEepHOM KpoBbIO Med. He cBos cBepKalommXx a3 ¢ KOPOJIEBHI,
MEXaHUYECKHU BBITEP KIMHOK O Oypyl0 MIEPCTh IEMOHA U BIOKUII B HOKHBI.

— S morepsina cblHa, — THUXO CKa3aja KOpPOJEBAa, — ThbI MOTEPsUT APYyra, paju CHaceHUs
KOTOPOTO COITIACHJICS CIIY>KUTh MHE, YAOBIIETBOPSISI BCE MMPUXOTU U KaIPU3bL.

Konan Monuan, 1 B CHHHX IJIa3ax €ro MeUICHHO 3aKUIalii CIIE3bl.

— S He nmomxHa ObLIa yCTymarh NPOChOEe ChIHA CPa3UThCS ¢ TOOOM... I cama BUHOBHA B €I0
rudenu... M B rubenu TBOETO Jpyra. ..

Psmom ¢ Ttemom Xemara 3acBepKall BCEMM IIBETaMM Paayrd MPO3PAdHBIM  TOPIIOK,
HAMOJIHEHHBIN JIPAarO€HHBIMUA KaMHSMU.

— IIpumu MoM npoIAIBHBIA AAp. ..

Ho Konan, He o0Opaiiiasi BHUMaHHS Ha CBEpPKAIOIIEe COKPOBUIIE, MOIHSI OKPOBABIEHHOE TEJIO
apyra u, 0epe’kHO MPUKAB €10 K TPYIU, HAPABUIICS K BBIXOITY.

VYBiiekaemas TEUCHHWEM JIOJIKa MEIJIEHHO JIBUTajlach CPEIXd TEMHBIX BOJ ITOA3EMHOIO O3epa.
KonaH Bce ere mprmkuMall K cede XoJoaHOe TeJIo Xelara, U B Ila3ax ero, Bce TaK K€, TOIyObIMHU
JbIUHKAMH, CBEpKaju cjie3bl. TOJNBKO Temeph OH MOHSJI, YeM ObLI JJISI HET0 3TOT MaJjeHBKHI
NpelaHHbIM ThSHUIIA. XemaT He3aMmeTHO u30aBis1 Konana or ommHodectBa. Pazgensn ¢ Hum
pagocTH U OeJbl, HEHaBA3YMBO IMOMOTAJl TIEPEKUTh HEYaud W OTOPUYCHUS, CTOJb YacThle B 3TOM
HeCcOoBeplIeHHOM Mupe. Ero mouru He3aMeTHOE MNPUCYTCTBHUE CTajlo YEM-TO OOBIICHHBIM,
IIPUBBIYHBIM, KaK M€Y Ha NOsCe, KaK KMHKaJI o1 pykou. A tenepbp KoHaH BHOBb octaiicst onuH. U
TOPHKUM OyZIET OTHBIHE €ro oguHouecTBO! OH MPUIIOMHUII, KaK B FOHOCTU HAOIIOAA CO CKajbl 3a
BCTpPEUEH BOJIKA-OMMHOYKU C HEOOJIBIION CTaei — MECTHBIM BBIBOAKOM, BEIOMBIM CTapoi
BOJIYUIICH. ..

OrpoMHbIM, CHJIBHBIA BOJIK, B KaXJIOM JBHXXKEHHMHM KOTOPOTO 4YYBCTBOBajJach MOIb H
HeoOy3/laHHasl MPHUPOAHAS CBUPEIOCTh, COXpaHSAS MOUCTHHE IAPCKOE JTOCTOMHCTBO, MPUHUMAN
3HAKU MOYTEHUS OT WICHOB CIIy4alHO BCTpeTHUBILNEHCs cTau. [lepBoii, BUJIsSIT XBOCTOM, MOIONLIA



Bosuriia. OOHIOXaB TPOMATHOTO UyXKaKa, IAJOBIMBO OTHPBITHYIA, MPUIJIAIas K JIOOOBHOU UTIpe.
Ho omuHOYKa, KOTOpOTO C pagoCThi0 NpHHsUIa OBl Jt00as cras, HEe oOparui BHHMAaHUS Ha
yxakuBaHUs caMKd. OH HEMOABHXHO CTOSJI, TOKA OCTAJIbHBIE BOJKH — JpPaHble U 00Ne3Jble —
KakK IIEeHsTa, MOAMNOJI3aIi Ha OPIOXe BBIPA3UTh TOKOPHOCTH TOPJIOMY BEIUKAHY.

Bomuuiia BHOBb UTPUBO TKHYIACh MOKPBIM HOCOM B IICHO UyKaKa, KOTOPBIH MOT ObI ITOIapUTh
el IIEHSAT HEBEPOSATHOM CHJIbI M BBIHOCIMBOCTU. Cnenarb, TakuM oO0pa3oMm, €€ CTal CaMoi
CWIbHOM B OKpyre. Ho BenmkaH npeamodesl ouHOYECTBO. [OpO MOIHSB TOJIOBY, OH IIATHYI B
CTOPOHY, OINISIHYJICSL B pa3IyMb€, 3aT€M PEIIMTEIBHO 3aCKOJIB3UI BBEPX IO PACIAJKY, JIETKOW TEHBIO
oru0asi BallyHbl M BEKOBble COCHbl. Emy He HyxkHa ctas. OH Bcerma Ol oguH. OH HaBEYHO
OCTAaHETCS TOPJIbIM BOJIKOM-OJIMHOYKOM !

Haxe m3ganu KoHaH ychiplman, Kak TOCKIMBO 3ackylwia Boiuuina. Kak 3areM >xamoOHO
3aBbUIA, U 3TOT BOW MOIXBATHJIA CTasl, NOTEPSBIIAS] BO3MOXHOCTh 3aUMETh BOXKAKA, KOTOPBI MOT
ObI IPUHOCUTH €1 MHOTO, MHOTO KPOBaBOM MUIIIA.

On, KonaH, 1 ObUT TaKUM TOPJILIM BOJIKOM-OfuHOUKOM! 1 Tenepp, mociie CMEPTU MaJICHBKOTO
apyra, ocTaHeTcs UM HaBcerja. Hascerna. ..

Ockunamii, 3Hasi 0 cMepTu Xemnara, BcTpetusl Konana ¢ 6oipio B miazax. Moiva mpuHsIIT
XOJIOAHOE Tejo, OepexHO omycTws Ha TpaBy. KoHaH OTTOJIKHYI JIOIKY, M OHa, YyBIeKaeMmas
BOJIIICOHBIM TEUEHHUEM, HCUe3jia B TyMaHe, KOTOPbIA OKyTaJl BAPYT CBEPKAIOIMI JABOPEI] KOPOJICBBI
neMoHoB JH-Kacrepa.

— I'’me MBI ero MoXopoHUM? — DCKHJIaMI OTBEPHYIICS, CKPBIBAs CJIC3bI.

— Tonbko He 3aech... B ropax... Ha Bepumue. Mnu B memiepe, OH Belb ObUI THOM...
MEIICPHBIN JKUTEIIb, XOTh U MIPUBBIK )KUTh CPEIAU JFOJCH.

— 4 3HaK XOpOoIIyro, CyXyl memepy... EMy Obl TaM moHpaBWIIOCH. Telo ero ocTaHeTcs
HETICHHBIM, U OH BEYHO OYJIET CMOTPETh Ha CTOJb MUJIBIE €TO CEPILY IIBETHBIC CTAIAKTUTHI.

3aBepHYB Teso Xernara B oAesio, KoHaH cenm mo3aan DckuiamMna Ha KpPbUIATOE YyJOBHUIIE C
KpacuBbiM UMeHeM [asnmanj. [lomenkaB 3ydacToil macThio, SIIEP paclpaBUl KPbUIbS U B3MBUI B
roJTyOyIO BBICH.

[lemepa nelicTBUTENBHO ObUIa KPAaCUBOM M CyXOil. JIETKMi CKBO3HSK ILEBEJIHJI OOPOLY THOMA,
korga KoHan OepexHO ycaiusl €ero Ha KaMeHb, MPUCIOHUB K CTEHE TakK, YTOObl OH «BUJEID)
OCBEIIIAEMYIO COJHIIEM YacThb IMelepbl. Pa3HOUBETHBIE CTAJaKTUTBhl UIpaid OIMKAMU CBETAa,
pacceinas Mo CTOPOHAM COJIHEYHBbIC 3aluvMKU. BkparuieHusl KBapua B CT€Hax CBEpPKalld BCEMU
uBetaMu paayru. Ho He pagoBano apy3eil BETUMKOJIENUe MOCIeaHero npuctanuia Xenara. Ciessl
3aCTWJIANIA B30P CYpOBOIro kMuMmMepuidia. bone crosuia B mazax Ockunamma. Monda mpoCTHBIIMCH C
MaJ€HbKUM ApyroM, KoHaH, HECHBIIHO CTymas, BbIIE] M3 MEIEphl. JCKUJIaMI BIOJTOJOCA
MPOYUTAII HECKOIBKO 3aKJIMHAHUN, HAUEPTHUJI B BO3YXE IbIMSIIMUCS OXPAHUTEIbHBIN 3HAK U TAKKE
THUXO MTOKUHYJI BEUHYIO0 OOUTEIbh MOCIEIHET0 THOMA U3 KJIaHa CJIaBHOTO 1aps Bapmuna.

Konan u Dckuiamn cujienu y BOJIIEOHOTO KOCTpa, HEYracCUMOE IIaMsi KOTOPOTO PajioCTHO



pa3ABUTaI0O HABUCHIMKA Toyior HouM. [1lo Moa4anmBoMy yroBopy O MOTMOIIEM JApyre crapajiuch He
roBopuTh. [IpoiiaeTr Bpemsi, HEMHOTO YTUXHET OOJb M TOTHa, IPU BCTpEUe, MOKHO U HY)KHO OyIeT
BCIIOMHUTBh MaJICHBKOTO OPYKEHOCLA U MOAHATH HAIMOJHEHHBIE 10 KPAeB KPYKKH 32 YIIOKOW €ro
MSITEKHOM JYIIIN.

Konan cmoTpen Ha 1iaMsa ¥ BCHOMHWHAJI IHU, IPOBEJECHHBIE BO JIBOpLie. CXBaTKU C IEMOHAMH,
JIACKU KOPOJIEBBI, OOMJIBHBIE 3aCTOJIBS. .. ICKUJIAMII, MBITASICh OTBJIEYb JAPYra OT TPYCTHBIX MBICJIEH,
YK€ JAaBHO PACCKa3bIBaJl YTO-TO O CEKpPETax KOJJIOBCTBA U 3AKJIMHAHUSX.

— 4 ckaxy Tebe, KoHaHn, onHy Belllb, 32 KOTOPYIO MEHS MOJBEPITIK Obl OCTPAKU3My MOU
coOpaThs 10 peMeciy, eclii Obl ceiiyac ycabimann. Ha Mo B3I — a s Jymaro HajJ 3TUM OYCHb
JaBHO — 3aKJIMHAHUS U PUTYaJIbl CaMH IO ce0e HUYero He 3HaJar!

KonaHn ¢ ynuBieHueM nocmorpes Ha apyra. He MOprayBs mia3zom, Mar OoIpoBeprai BCce TO, YEM
3aHUMAJIUCh €ro coOparhsi B TeueHue Thicay JeT! Putyansl — Hudero He 3Hayar?! Ho Beqp nMEHHO
B HUX M 3aKJII0YAETCS CyTh KOJJOBCTBA! VIMEHHO 3aKJIMHAHUSAM U pUTyajdaM OOy4aroTCsl B IMEPBYIO
o4yepe]lb MOMOUHUKN U YYEHUKHU KOJITYHOB!..

OCKUIaMI MEXy TEM MPOAOJLKAT TUXUM, NTEYaIbHbIM TOJIOCOM:

— Bce »tu nmonrue putTyansl M 3aKJIWHAHUA MPOCTO MOMOTAKT MO3TY BOCIPUUMYHBOIO
YEJIOBEKAa HACTPOUTHCS HAa HYXKHBIA JIaJl, UCHYCKATh HYKHBIE BOJHBL... — OH HEBECEIO
paccMmesuicsi. — BotT mpeacTaBp, 4TO CUIUIIL Y TIPYJa U TUXOHBKO Obelllh MO Bome manodkou. [lo
IIOBEPXHOCTH PACXOIATCS BOJIHBL... HO ecim mmanodyka Ha KOHIIE pa3BanuBacTCs, U 110 BOAE YAAPSIOT
cpa3y JBa KOHIIa 3TOM POTrYIbKH, TO BOJHBI KaK Obl OCTaHOBSATCSA... OHU OyIyT CTOSTH A0 TEX MOP,
MoKa ThI OyJIelllb MEPHO, Y€PE3 PaBHBIC MPOMEKYTKH, MOCTYKUBATh MAJIOYKOH 110 BOJIE. ..

— MHe naxe B JETCTBE HE MPUXOAWIO B TOJIOBY CTy4arh MAJIKOM IO BOAE, — YCMEXHYICS
Konan. — Ho s Te0Oe Bepro, XOTsl U HE MOTY IPEACTABUThH BOJHBI, KOTOPhIE Obl HE PACXOAMIINCH, a
cTosTU. Tak 3TO U €CTh BOJIIIEOCTBO?

— IlpumepHo Tak paboTaeT MO3T BOJIICOHMKA, KOTIA OH YMTAET 3aKJIMHAHUS: HETPEPHIBHO
HCIyCKas CTOSIYME BOJHBIL. Torma Bo3aelcTBrE Oosiee JINTEIbHOE.

— Crano ObITh, 3aKJIMHAHUSI — 3TO TBOA MMAJIOYKa C POTYIbKOM Ha KOHIIE?

— Bpone Toro... Mo3r 100Ut u JOJOUT peaibHOCTh CTOSSYMMU BOJIHAMU U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
u3MeHseT ee! A puTyasibl IPOCTO MOMOTAIOT COCPEAOTOIUTHCS. OCOOEHHO €ClIM yJacTByeT ToJjmal..

['ma3a BoseOHMKA 3a051€CTENH.

— Ecau ¢ momonpio puTyana ynaeTcs HallpaBUTh MBICIH-BOJIHBI 10 HY)KHOMY ITyTH... Takas
CuJjia CIoCcoOHa MOPOIUTH MHOTOE!..

KoHaH HEBOJILHO HAXMYPHJICS:

— MoskeT, myuriie BOOOIIEe HUYero He mopokaars? OcTaBUTh 3TO Ooram?

— He Bcerma... — B3moxHyn Ockmiamil. — Mebl 00s3aHbI BO3/IEHCTBOBATh HA 3TOT MU, XOTSI
OBl 17151 TOTO, YTOOBI €10 Oe3pa3esIbHO HE 3aXBaTUIN CUJIBI 311a.

Hekoropoe Bpems o6a momuanu. KonayH mOBOpOIIMII Cydbsi B KOCTpPE, U BecCeJble HCKPBI
B3METHYJIUCH K 3BE3JaM.

— Ho s Beqb 1 cam ymnTan 3akinHanus, — cka3ain Konan. — W oHu cpabarbiBaiu, XOTh s U HE
BOJIIIICOHUK!

— OHU HacTpOWJIM TBOM MO3T Ha HYXHYIO BOJHY. Ho y BosmeOHHKa MOJydHJIOCH ObI €lie
JIy4lIe.

— Y MEHs TOXE MOJy4YajaoCh HEMI0X0, — MpoBopyan KoHaH.

DCKHIIAMIT HE CTaJl CIIOPUTh. 3aTyMYMBO KUBHYJ, IPUCTAIBHO SISl HA OTOHb.

— Tsl Benb, KoHaH, TOXE MBITACHIBLCA U3MEHUTH MUP K JIYUILIEMY — C IIOMOIIBIO Meya!



— He 3na50... S npocTo Opoky 1o 3emJjie B MOMCKax Jydinel goau. Hudero st He X094y MEHSTh.
Jla 1 HE B cuJIax s HUYETO U3MEHUTH Ha 3TOM 3emiie!

[Insicku OTHSL B BOJIIIEOHOM KOCTPE OTOIBHTAIM CTEHY HOYM C €€ 3ByKaMH W MEUYIIMMUCS
TeHssMu. M3rubarommecss SI3bIKM IUIAMEHH BHOBb HanoMHWJIM KoHaHy THOKMX TaHIIOBIIMIIL,
HCTIOJIHSIOIIMX JTIOOUMBIN BO BCEX CTpaHax TaHell )KMBOTA.

Houb He3zamMeTHO ycTymajga MECTO 3apoXaarolmemycs AH0. [7e-To 3a ropamMu BCTaBalio
COJIHIIE, MSTKO, HO HACTOWYUBO OTTECHSSI TEMHOTY B INIYOOKHUE YIIENbsl U O€3I0HHBIC MPONACTH,
KOTOPBIMHU Tak Oorarbl Benukue Kaprarickue ropsoi.




Hux Xappuc




3aBoeBarTeIb

Ha mymuoii 6azapnoit momanu Illaguzapa, cpeau ryasiueil, mecTpoi TOMBI TOPTOBIEB U
MOKYIaTeNlel C OTPENICHHBIM BUJIOM CHUJEJN, CKPECTHUB HOTH, CTapuK-AcpBUIL JInuHHasA cenas
Oopoga OnMaroYMHHO HUCHAAala Ha TPYdb. XyI0€ MOPIMHUCTOE JIMIIO BBIPAXal0 CIOKOMHYIO
YMUPOTBOPEHHOCTh. Kazanoce, ycranblidi CTpaHHMK TOCJE JOJTHX MBITAPCTB BO3BPATHIICA,
HaKoHel, ToMoil. Bo3MoxHO, Tak OHO W Obwio. ['pyab cTrapuka paBHOMEpPHO B3JbIMajiach M
omnajania, riaza ObUIM 3aKkpbIThl. JlepBuil cnan... Mnu rpe3un? Mnu nryOboko 3aayMalicsi 0 BEUHOU
cyere OpeHHOM x)u3HH? B m1000M ciaydae, IyxX €ro BHTajl OYCHBb JAJIEKO OT ITyMHOH IIOIIAJH
[Tagu3apa.

Bo3MO)XHO, Ha CHSIONMX BEpIIMHAX OH BeJ HECKOHYaeMble Oecelpl ¢ OeCCMEpPTHBIMU
MyIpEelaMu, XUBYILIMMHU CPEAN HEIOCTYIHBIX BBICOT BEJIMKUX TOp, PACKMHYBIIUXCS B JAJEKON
Bengun? Wnu, B COBEPIIEHCTBE NOCTUTHYB HEIOCTYITHOE IPOCTHIM CMEPTHBIM HCKYCCTBO
BOJIIIEOHOTO 3KCTa3a caMaaxu, OOIAJcsl ¢ TPO3HBIMU OOraMHM U TMPEKPACHBIMH, CBETIOJIUKUMU
oorunsmu? Mnu, moka ycTaBiliee TEJIO €ro 3aCThUIO B MO3€ JIOTOCA Mocpean 0a3zapHOW IJIOIAIH,
MpeIaBaliCsl HEUCTOBOM JIFOOBU C BEUHO FOHBIMU HUM(amu ?

Te w3 MHOTOroJIOCONW IIyMHOM TOJIMBI, KTO PAaBHOAYIIHO CKOJB3WJI B3MIAAOM MO (urype
JepBUIlla WM Opocall eMy Ha KOJIEHH MEJIHble MOHETKH, HMUYero o ToM He 3Haiu. He morm
3HaTh... B nydmem ciydae, OHM CMYTHO JOTaJbIBAJINCh O BHYTPEHHEM OOrarcTBe CTapuKa, O €ro
MYAPOCTH U TOUMCTUHE BOJIEOHON CIOCOOHOCTH IO CBOEMY KEJAHUIO OTAENATh O€CCMEpPTHBIN
OyX OT OpEeHHOTO TeJa.

BpIcOKHH, IIMPOKOIUIEYM BOMH C TEMHBIM OT 3arapa JUIOM U IPUBOW UYEPHBIX CIYTAHHBIX
BOJIOC B pa3ayMbe OCTAHOBUJICA II€pe] AepBULIEM. B CBEpKHYBIIMX HEOXKUIAHHOW CUHEBOM Ivla3ax
3QKIJIOCHh JIFOOONBITCTBO. BOMH OpOCHI Ha KOJIEHM CTapuKa HECKOJIBKO CEepeOpsIHbIX MOHET M
TPOHYII €T0 3a ILJIEYO.

— 51 naBHO *7ay TeOs, KonaHn, — sicHO cka3aji JepBHUIL, — MHE HYXHO MHOIOE paccKa3arb
Tebe. ..

— Kro Tb1? OTKYyza 3Haen» Moe uMs?

Ho crapuk BHOBb 3aKkpbul Ila3a, W, KAa3aJOCh, 3aCHYI. TOJIBKO HM3PE3aHHOE MOpPIIMHAMH,
HCCYILIEHHOE BETpPAMHU JIMIIO BbIIABAJIO HANpsDKEHHYH paboty wmbicid. M B ronoBe Konana
HEOXKUJAHHBIM (eliepBEPKOM BCHBIXHYIIU SIPKUE BUJICHHUSI.

EnvHBIM MUTOM MPOMENIBKHYIIO MPOIUIOE, HESICHBIMU TEHSIMU IMpencTano rpsagymee. O0passl
TE€CHUJIUCH, KPYKach, OyATO B CMyTHOM XMEJIBHOM CHE.

Bunenuce 3HakoMble JMIA, 3700HBIE OCKAJIEHHBIE MACTH JEMOHOB, TPOH B OTPOMHOM 3aJie,
KpOBaBble OMTBBI M BECEJbIC MUPHI, OOTH C TOJIOBAMU 3BEpEH, Yepeaa MEPTBhIX BOMHOB, YXOIAIIMX B
TYMaHHYIO, IPU3PAYHYIO Aab...

Crapuk 3amgpoxan oT HamnpsokeHus, u nepesy Konanom mnpexacrana Kuaura. Camu co0oit
MEPEIUCTHIBAIMCh CTPAHULBI, OTKPBIBas B30pY TAWHCTBEHHBIE 3HAKUM HEBEIOMBIX CMEPTHBIM
nevare, IpeBHUE TEKCThI, HAIMCAHHBIE KPOBBIO HA IaBHO 3a0BITOM, MEPTBOM SI3BIKE.

JlepBui mpoienTanl HECKOJbKO cioB, U KoHaH comporHyics, sICHO YBUAEB OnMkaiiiee
Oyay1iee 1 TO, YTO OH JOJDKEH C/ieNarh.



3apocumii 10 caMbIX IJIa3 YEPHOU KydepsBOW OOpOmOM, YEJIOBEK CTOSJ Ha BEPIIMHE XOJIMA,
BO3JIEB PYKHU. JIyHa, CIOBHO CaBaHOM, YKpbITas IbIMKOM, MEPTBEHHBIM CBETOM OCBEIAIA €TI0
3acThiBlIEE, OneaHoe JNHIo. Berep Tpeman TEMHBIM IIall, 3amoji3as XOJIOAHBIMH IyHajdblUaMH B
[IMPOKHE PYyKaBa, IBHIPSI B JIMIIO TOPCTH MEJIKHUX MECYMHOK — YEJIIOBEK He oOpalal Ha 3TO
BHUMaHus. HaBucume Haj 11a3amMu MOXHATble OpPOBH COUUIMCh Ha Oyrpsieicss CKIagKamu
nepeHocuiie. B cBere mosHOW JIyHBI HEMOABUXHas (PuUrypa ¢ MOIHITHIMM pyKaMH Kaszaiach
BBICEUCHHOM M3 4YEpHOro KamHs. JUIMHHAs TEHb, CIOJ3aBlIasl MO CKJIOHY XOJIMa, MPUYYIIUBO
IIEBETIUJIACh, XOTS YEJIOBEK CTOsUI HEMmoJBUWKHO. Hebonblme cMepuu, TO U JeN0 3apoXkKAaBIIMECs
BOKPYT, CKaTbIBAJIUCh MO CKJIOHY U TUXO YMHUPAJIH, TaK U HE HAOpaB CUJIBI.

[TouTu He pazxumas ryo, 4eJIOBEK CTajl MIPOU3HOCUTH CTPaHHbIC, U3JIOMaHHbIE cIoBa. Yyxaas
YEeJIOBEUYECKOMY CIIyXy peub T'YIKO Pa3HOCUIJIACh HaJ OOJBIIMM IUIOCKMM KaMHEM, BEHYaBIIUM
BEpUIMHY X0JMa. B uepHOM HeOe BHE3AIMHO MOSIBUJIACH CTasi HETONbIped. [Ipu3padyHbIMyu HOUHBIMU
TEHAMU HOCHWJIUCh OHM HAJ HEHOKPBITOW TOJOBOM 4YEJIOBEKA, IOYTH 3aJeBas KPBUIbSIMH €r0
pasBeBarolnmecs Boyiochl. ClioBa 3aKJIMHAHUM 3Bydaiu Bce Oojiee mryxo. Kazanock, HCXOIIT OHU HE
13 yCT TOBOPAILETO, a U3-TIOJI INIOCKOTO KaAMHSI, YKPBITOIO MPauHbIMU T€HSIMH, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
B HEO€ OCKaJECHHBIM YEPETOM CHUSIET JyHa.

YenoBek 3apOKUHYI TOJIOBY, BEIKPUKHYI, CJIOBHO KapKHYI, O CIIETHEE CIOBO U Ucye3. Toapko
CMEPYU MPOIOJIKAIA KPYKUTHCS HA OIYCTEBIICH BEPIIMHE, Ja JIyHAa OCBETUJIA, HAKOHEI], IJIOCKHU,
MOXOXKHI Ha Tp0o0 KaMEHb C BBIJIOJIONIEHHBIM MTOCPEANHE YallleoOpa3HbIM YITyOJICHUEM.

['myOoko 3amymaBimch, Konan cujen 3a BRICKOOIEHHBIM J00€ja CTOJIOM B Xap4eBHE TOJICTOTO
Acnankapu0a. ManpauK-ciiyra TO W JIJI0 HAamoJHSUI BUHOM OBICTPO MYCTEIOLIYI0 KPYXKKY,
NPUHOCHWII JIy4dIlMe€ KYCKHM KomueHoro Msca. CBOOOIHBIE Ha JAHHBIA MOMEHT >KPHIIbI JIFOOBU
HAPOYUTO TPOMKO CMESUINCh, HAJEACh IMPUBJICYb BHUMAHWE BOMHA, KOTOPBIM XOTh M HE YacCTO
npuderai K uxX yciayram, HO IJIaTUJ BCErAa IEeApo.

KuBkoMm Konan mopo3Ban xo3siuHa. MaciieHble mia3ku AciiankapuOa OeCIOKOWHO 3a0eraind.
Ecnu xumMepuer ObIBa 4eM-TO HEJIOBOJIEH. ..

— Yro TbI 3Haenb 0 Kuure UepHbix Bpar? — He B3MISIHYB Ha TPaKTUPIIMKA, CIIPOCUIT BOUH.

Acnankapu6 oOnerdyeHHo B370xHYI. [louecan mocHsumiicsa mogdopomaok. Ha Beskuil ciydait
POTEP YUCTOU TPANKOU CTOJ, re OnecTenn Karii BUHA.

— Kuury sty Mmainio ko Buzei... Ilo ciayxaM, oHa HamucaHa IpeBHUMU OoraMu. XpaHUTENb €€
— BEJIMKUU Mynpel ¥ BeyHbld ckutaiel Huamarap, 3aknuHarens 1eMOoHOB. HekoTopsle cunTaror
ero 0oroMm. MHorIa OH SABISETCA TEM, KTO MU30paH U MOKa3bIBAET KHUTY... — XO35MH OCEKCH.

Co cTpaxoM 1 J1000TBITCTBOM TTOCMOTPEN Ha CUJIAIICTO TIepe] HUM BOMHA U THXO CKa3all:

— Tebe mokazanu kuury?.. Tel BcTpeTun Huamarapa? I'ne? Uto on ckazan?

Konan B3MISIHYT Ha MEpemyraHHOTO TPaKTUpUMKA. B CHMHUX MIa3ax MeENbKHYIT HeIoOphId
OTOHEK.

— Jepxu pot Ha 3amke! U 3a0ynb 0 TOM, 4TO 5 cripaimBa!

Acnankapu0 TMOYTUTENBHO MOKJIOHUIICS U, Kadas ToJioBoM, oroies. KoHaH BCIIOMHUII, YTO



CKa3aJl Ha IPOIIAHbE CTAPUK-IEPBUILL

«He mbITaiics nomemars eMy. Jlydine Haiau XOpOIIETO KOJIAyHAa B IOMOIIb M TOTOBBCS K
ITOXOAY».

Jla, TakoBbl ObuTH TIOCNenHUE cinoBa Huamarapa. [locne dero on npocto ucues. He octanock
Ja)xe CJIEA0B Ha TOM MECTE, [Je CUIET 3TOT 3araJovHblii cTapuk. A TO, 4TO nmokaszana Kuwura...
Het, 00 »ToM nyume He aymarb. Hyxno Halitu KomayHa... EcTh, xoHeuHo, koiayH. OueHb
XOpOIMii — DCKUJIaMII, J1a TOJIBKO KUBET HeOnu3ko. [loka noeneims — KHSKHY TTOXUTHAT. . .

Hecmotpss Ha npenynpexnaenuss xpanurtens Kaurum, KoHaH Bce K€ pelmM MNONBITAThCS
MOMeEIIaTh MMOXMINCHUIO OJHOW U3 KpacuBennmx naeBymek I[llaguzapa. Ilotomy uyTo mocie
MOXUINCHUS C HEeW OyIyT MpOMCXOMUTh yKacHble Benm... OHa u3MeHuTcd... Bce 3T0 mokaszana
Knura.

HyxHo koro-to nocnars 3a OckmiiamioM! Exate caMoOMy — 3HaYUT OTJATh KHSKHY OHUKCHIO
Ha nopyranue. Jlaxe xyxe — Ha U3MEHEHHE. ..

KoHaH mnoOMHMJI KpacaBUIlYy-KHSDKHY, JIO4b OIJHOTO M3 CaMbIX OOTraTbiX pabOTOProBIIEB
[ITagu3apa. B comnpoBokeHnn oxpaHbl OHUKCHUS Tpoe3kajia Ha OelIoM CKaKyHE MO IIyMHBIM
YIMIIaM TOpOAa, U TIepe HeH, nepel] ee 00KEeCTBEHHON KPacOTOM, CKIIOHSJIMCh U PEMECIICHHUKH, U
3HaTh, U TPyOble BOMHBI-HAEMHUKHU, U Oorarbie Kymilpl. Jlaxe oH, KoHaH, ogHa» bl TOKJIOHUIICS,
KaKk BCE, KOTJa 3aMeTHJI JIOOOMBITHBIA B3IVISA JAEBYIIKH, OPOIICHHBIA H3-TIOJ IOJIYOMYIICHHBIX
PECHUIl Ha €ro TPOMaJIHYI0, PE3KO BBLIEIAOINIyIOoCcs B Tousme ¢urypy. Kanutan nudHoN OXpaHbl
KHSOKHBI — OperoHen; bpykkuc, ¢ kotopbiM KoHaH BbIMI HE OAMH KYBUIMH BHHA B TaBEpHaX
[ITagn3apa — TOrAA C YCMEMIKOM MTOKa4aJl TOJI0BOM M MTOIMHUTHYIL.

Hyxno ero Haiitu, bpykkuca, npenynpeauts. I1onbITarbes CracTy KHKHY.

B mmazax Konana BcmbixHynmo BuueHue. OrpoMHas Imemepa, OCBElIaeMas YaJsalMHU
(dakenamMu, KIyObl CHHETO JIbIMa IO/ YEPHBIMU CBOJIAMH, YPOJUIMBBIE pOrarble CYIIECTBa, C BOEM
IJISIYIIME BOKPYT alTapsi ¢ paclpoCTepTold Ha HEM OOHa)KEHHOW KEHUWMHOW... M oxumaHue...
Kro-10 nomxen sButhbes... Hekto Moryunit u yxxacHsiii. U Toraa. ..

D710 OBUT OAWH W3 BAPUAHTOB TOTO, YTO JOJDKHO MPOU30UTH. Jpyrue Obutn He sydie. Bce oHn
MPOHECIUCh TYMAaHHBIMH W KOIIMApHbIMUA BUJCHHUSMH. CBsi3aHHAs KHSDKHA B TECHOW NEIIEpE B
OKUJAHUU TON3YIIETO K HEeW CTpammHoro cymecTtsa... KHsbkHA, MoABEIEHHas 3a pedpo Ha
OTPOMHBIN KpIOK... [IpenecTHas ronoBa OHUKCHM, CTaBIIAs YPOIJIUBOM U porarou... Pacmyxaromee
Ha I71a3aX TeJI0 KHSKHBI — HE TO YMEPILEN, HE TO €LIE )KUBOM. . .

Konan tpsxayn ronoBou, mporoHsis BuacHus. lIpokmaras Kaura! I[lokazanHoe HaBedHO
3aI1eyaTiesioch B maMsaTh. M He COTPET 3TU y)KACHBIE CLICHbI HU BUHO, HA BPEMS. . .

Hu B ogHom BujeHuu He OBUIO TIOKa3aHO CIHAaceHWe KHSOKHBL W Bce-Taku HYKHO
MOIIBITAThCA. . .

YepHOOOpOIBIA, HE OTPHIBASACH, CMOTPEN HAa MYTHO-IIPO3PAYHbId KaMEHb BEJIMYUHOU C
KPYITHOE KypUHOE siiiii0. BHYTpH KIyOMIHCh TyMaHbl, MapeBOM JIPOXKaJIH HESICHBIE CUITY3Thl. TeHU
CTpPaHHBIX TOpOaThIX U POraThiX CYILECTB TOPOILIMBO Mepederain U3 yria B yrojl OrpOMHON YEpHOU
neuepsl, KOHTYPhl KOTOPOH IPOXKAIU U PACIUIBIBAIMCH B TYCKJIOM CBeTe (DaKeoB.

— He noxka3siBaercs! — B3peBes1 4epHOOOPOABI, — OH BCE €Ille He MOoKa3bIBaeTcs!

Pe3kuM IBHJKEHHEM JIAZIOHU OH CMaxHyl CO CTOojla KaMeHb. B yame, ciaenaHHOW M3 depena



pebeHKa, 3J100HO 3aMuTall (PUTHUIIB, MPONMMTAHHBIN IAKaIbUM XUPOM. HeCKoIbKO YepHBIX KOIIEK,
HaOMIOaBIIMX KEATHIMU TJIa3aMH 33 XO3IMHOM U3 yIlIa KOMHATHI, 320paJid MEP3KUMH, CKPUTTYUUMHU
rojiocamMu. 3ayxajia coBa Ha depjake. 3aruisicail caMu coOOi KOJYEHOTHE TaOypeTKH, 3aJpoxain
HOXKKHU JyOOBOTO CTOJIa, 32 KOTOPBIM CHJIeNl pa3rHEBAaHHbBIN KOJIAYH. CTpaHHBIE MIOPOXH JTIOHECIHUCH
13 TIyOOKoro morpeda, B KOTOPBIM UEPHOKHUXKHUK OpOcCaj MEpPTBBIX, 00€CKPOBJICHHBIX JIIOACH
MoCJie MPOBEACHUS HY)KHBIX PUTYaJIOB. 3arpoXoTall BAaJM TPOM, 3aBbUI 32 OKHOM BETED.

Ho konayH mOmHsUT pyKy, M BCe CTHXJIO. YCTaJO M 3alyMUHMBO NOMIAJNI OH KYIPSBYIO OOpOmY.
Ero kpynHbIii KpHOUKOBAThII HOC BHE3AMMHO CMOPIIAJICS, TOJCTHIE MOKpPBIE T'yObl PACKpPBUIMCH B
nomooun yIpIOKH, OOHaXKasi NJIWHHBIC, OCIEMUTEIBHO Oelble, OCTphle 3yObl. Heckompko marommmx
3BYKOB pa30pBaJi BHE3AIMHO HACTYHUBIIYIO TUIIMHY.

— Hwudero, — Bce ene cMmesich, mpoienTtain KoiaayH. — Huuero... Mel nonoxaeM. OH npUET.
Oo6s3arensHo puaeT! He MokeT He MpUNTH, €CIU caM BbIOpa )KEPTRY. ..

Komiku, modysB nepeMeHy HAaCTPOCHUs XO3MHA, TEPJIMCh O €ro 3apOoCIMe MEPCThI0 HOTH U
MypJbikanu. OnHa 1ake UTPUBO MOCKpeOiia KOTOTKAMU IO KOTIBITY.

lopmeunuk Mxapn, TOmMM U CyeTIMBBIN, B CMYIIEHUN TOTUpa tagoHu. Koneuno, on, Uxapm,
BepHbIM Apyr u cayra Konana. Korma-to Benmukuii BomH Konan cnac ero, Mxapma, HUYTOXHYIO
Ku3Hb... W oH, Uxapm, u xeHa ero, u AeTu — Bce OnarogapHbl. Ho oTmpaBiarbcs B Topbl Ha
MOMCKH BOJIIEOHUKA... Jla HaiigeT nmu oH Toro BosmeOHukKa?.. Jla He yObroT s ero, Mxapna,
KpOBOXKaJHbIE OaHAUTHI-TOPLBI?.. A ecii He YObIOT, U eciu Haijaer... ComacuTcs U BEJIUKUI
BOJIIIEOHUK BBICIYIIATH €T0, MPOCTOTO0 PEMECICHHUKA, MOEAeT Ju ¢ HUM?.. A JoMa — 3>KEHa,
neTu. .. KTo ux craHeT KOpMUTh, TTOKa OH, TOBUHYSICH TIPUKA3y Apyra, OyJeT noj3arb no ropam?..

Konan Momga Opocwsi Ha CTOJN HECKOJBKO CEpPEOpPSIHBIX MOHET. [ OpIIEYHUK OMATH TOTEP
JaJ0OHH, HO YK€ OoJsiee sHEepruyHo. Jla, TOro, KOHEUYHO, XBaTUT... EMy ¥ 3a 1oz He clienarh CTOJIBKO
TOPIIKOB, YTOOKI 3apaboTarh Takue AeHbIH!.. BOT TOJBKO OaHAUTHI-TOPIIHL. . .

— OHuM HamagaroT Ha KapaBaHbl! — HeTeprennBo cka3an KoHaH. — Tbel MOXenmp ux He
onacarbest! Uto ¢ Tebst B3STH? !
— Jla-na, koHeuHo... — Mxapn TOpOIUIMBO 3aKWBaJl, HE3aMETHBIM JIBUJKEHUEM CIrpedasi co

crona MoHeThl. — Ho Most stomajie. .. OHa, KOHEYHO, cTapas Kisya, HO KTO 3HAaeT 3TUX TOpPIIEB. ..

— VY ropiieB npekpacHble ckakyHbl! TBOIO KOOBUTY OHM HE BO3bMYT Jaxke Ha msico! Tem Oonee,
Ha msco! {71 5Toro oHU celuaibHO BhIpAIMBAIOT MSCHBIX JIOIIA/ACH. .. HY M OapaHOB, KOHEYHO!

Wxapn BeIHYXI€H ObUT COTTIaCUTHCS.

— Bce 270 Tak... BoT Tonpk0 MOs JKeHa MPUBBIKIIA, YTOOKI 51 €KEHOIHO yOna)kas ee MIoTh...
Kak e oHa ocTtaneTcsi 6€3 My»KCKOM JIacKu?..

Tyt yx KoHaH He BbIZIEpKaT U PACXOXOTaJICS.

— S wnaiiny Ha Oazape mapy Hunmx! OHM OymyT paabl yOna)kaTb TBOK JIFOOBEOOUIIbHYIO
cynpyry!

— Her-Het, He Hy)kHO HUIWMX... Eciiu cam KoHaH He keJaet, To yX MyCTh OHA MOTEPIIUT. ..
Tem cname Oymet Bctpeda! Ho, BooOIe-To. .. €ro %eHa Xopoiia co0oil U JOBOJIEHO MoJjofaa. JIro6oit
MY>KYMHA C YIOBOJILCTBUEM COIVIACUJIICS OBl TPOBOAUTH C HEW BCE HOUH. ..

KoHaH BCIOMHUII TOIIIYIO, JKHJIMCTYEO dKEHIIMHY, BHIVISAEBUIYIO TOYTH CTAPYXOM.

— B aTu gau Mue OyneT He 10 keHIH. Hy)kHO o0ecrnieunTh HaAeKHYI0 OXpaHy KHSKHBI!



— Hy, koHeuHO, KOHeuHO... Uxapn Bce moHumaer... KpacaBuna-KHs>KHa — 3TO HE TO, YTO
ero >keHa... Ho, ¢ npyroii cTopoHbl, KHSIKHA — MOJIOJa U HEOIbITHA, a BOT €r0 JKeHa!..

IlorepsiB Tepnienne, KoHaH IrpoXHYJI KaMEHHBIM KYJIAaKOM MO ctoiiy. Ilociie 3Toro ropuedynuk
OO0JIbIIIe HE BCIIOMUHAJ HU O JK€HE, HU 0 pa300MHUKaX.

CnycTsi KOJIOKOJT OH, HArpy3WBIIMCh MPOBU3MEH, BbIEXaJl HA CTApOM KJISIYE B HANpaBICHUHU
Kapnanickux rop.

B pacrnanke, Mex JIByX NOPOCIHIMX BEKOBBIMH COCHAMU XOJIMOB, IPUTYIUIACh BETXash XUKUHA.
[IpoceBmiasi, KppITasi 3aMILENbIM AEPHOM KpBIIlIa TPO3UJIa BOT-BOT PyXHYTh. CTEHBI, TasiChb B TEHU
COCEH, MOPOCIN IpudaMu U MOKPBUIUCH IJIECEHbIO. 3aTIHYTOE OBIYbUM IYy3bIpEM OKHO MOYTH HE
MIPOITYCKAJIO CBETA, & MOKOCUBIIASICS IBEPh — HE 3aKPhIBAIACH.

Ho xuByiieMy B XHKMHE KO3JIOHOTOMY KOJIJIYHY M HE TpeOoBajiCsi CBET — TEMHOTa ObLIa €ro
CTUXMEU. A 3anuparb JBEPb U BOBCE HE ObUIO HEOOXOAMMOCTH: HUKTO U3 MECTHBIX KUTEJIEH He
PUCKOBaJI JIa’ke MPUOTU3UTHCS K €10 MPadyHOW OOUTEIIH.

3BEpU M XUIIHbIE NTUIIBI CIYXWIA eMy. BOJIKM TPUHOCHUIIN 3aJpaHHbBIX KO3 U OJICHEH, COBBI U
(GbuUIMHBI — KPOJUKOB U 3aiieB. C peBOM TOJIOMHOTO 3BEpsl BIIMBAJICS OH B TEIJIOE MAapHOE MSCO,
pBaji 3y0amu, JKaJHO TJIOTaj, JABUJICSA, OTPHITMBAl M CHOBA IIOTAJNl YK€ MOOBIBABIIMI B KETYIKE
MOJTYIIEpEBAPEHHBIA BOHIOUMI KYCOK. 3aT€M, HACBITUBIIMCH, IpEMaJl, PACTAHYBIIMCH HA JIE)KAHKE, a
KOIIIKY CJIM3BIBAJIM IIEPIIABBIMHU SI3bIKAMU KPOBb U KHUP C €70 MOKPBIX TOJICTBIX I'y0.

Orenr ero ObUT OOWTATENH JIECOB — CaTUp, a MaTb — 3J1asl BeJbMa, JKUBIIAsl B HEOOJIBIIIOM
CEJICHWH, TJE CBUPEMbIC, KPOBOXKAJHbBIC TOPIbI OOsIUChH €€, Kak orHs. M korjma npuinia mopa
KOJIIyHb€ 3auaTh peOeHKa, 4TOObl Mepejarh €My UYEpHbIE 3HAHWSI, HUKTO — HHU OJUH KUTEIhb
CEJIEHHSI — HE CMOT 3aCTaBUTH ce0s Jieub ¢ Hel B mocTelib. OHa rpo3uiia CTpalHbBIMUA KapamMu, OHA
cynuiia 00raTrcTBO, 00€Masi OTKPHITh MECTA, TJIe XOPOHUIINCH KJIaJlbl — HH OJUH TOPEI HE PEIIMICS
KOCHYTBCS €€ XOJIONHOTO Teja, mbo, Mo ciayxaM, BelbMa JaBHO yMepiia, U TOJbKO KOJJIOBCTBO
MOAJIEPKUBAIIO ATY IPOTUBOECTECTBEHHYIO KU3Hb MEJIJIEHHO THUIOILETO TPYIIa.

N Torma mokoBbUIsIA KOJIIYHBSI B CYMpauHbIE Jieca, B3bIBasi K MEP3KUM TBapsM, TAsIIAMCS OT
COJIHIIa B CBIPHIX paclajkax. 3bMHO M CIAJOCTPACTHO 3aBbiBajla OHA, TOMHUMAs KaXIOU
coBokyruieHusi. Ho u 3Bepu, U TBapu JiecHble OeXaiu, ydysiB €€ THWJIOCTHBIM 3amax. Hakonern
HAIEJICS OJMH CTapblid, DIYXOM M CIENOW CarTup, MO3BOJMBIIMK BEIbME COBEPUIMTH C HHUM
OTBPAaTUTEIbHbIA, MPOTUBOECCTECTBEHHBI AaKT CIUSHUS MEPTBOIO 4YEJIOBEKA M YMHUPAIOIIETO
TTOBEJIUTEIIS 3BEPEH.

Tak BeapMa 3a4ana Ko37J0HOTOTO. Pomuics oH ¢ KydepsiBoil OOpOIoi M MOKPBITHIMH MIEPCTHIO
HOXKKaMHM, Ha KOHIIE KOTOPBIX MOOJIECKUBAIM CIU3bI0 MaJIeHbKHE KOMBITAa. BHICTPO OCBamMBall ChIH
MEPTBOUM KOJYHBH MPEMYIPOCTH YEPHOKHMKbs. 3aKJIMHAHUS U 3aTOBOPHI 3alIOMHHAJ C TIEPBOTO
pasa, a KOJIJIOBCKHE YePTEXKHU U 3HAKHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, ObUIA BEJOMBI €MY €IIIE /10 POXKIACHUS.

U xorna Hactasia mopa, MajJsMMK-CaTup, Kak U MOJIOKEHO YEPHOMY KOJIAYHY, YOUJI CBOIO MaTh:
MPOU3HEC 3aKJIMHAHWE, YHUUTOXKAoIIee ee yapbl. M ynpidasch MOKpbIMH T'yOamu, CMOTpEII, Kak
B3/yBajach, BCIIy4YMBAJIACh YEPBSIMM U pacnajanach €€ MIOTh, KaK PacChITAINCh B MpaxX KOCTH,
pacTeKaiach MEp3KOH JIy:Kel €€ YyepHasi KpOBb. A TIOTOM VIl XKUTh B CYMPauHbId pacnajoK, TIe
oOuTaln korja-To ero otel. Carupsl, Kak MEIBEH, )KUBYT B O€pIorax, HO OH MOCTPOUIT XUKUHY —
BCE K€ MaTh €ro ObUIa KOTJa-TO YEJIOBEKOM. ..



Kanutan bpykkuc ObuUl HEBBICOKOTO POCTa, HO KPEIMOK, KaKk pacKuAuCThid ay0. Ha moryuux
nJjedax IUIOTHO CHJENla KBaJpaTHas TOJIOBA C TSDKEJIOW YEIOCThIO, a TOJICThIE, KAaK KOJ0AacCHl,
ITAJIBLIBI 3AIPOCTO MOIVIM THYTH ITOAKOBBIL.

BreicniymaB pacckaz KoHana, OH ¢ HEBO3MYTMMBIM BHJOM MOKa3ald XO3SIMHY TAaBEPHBI HA
IYCTBIE KPYXKKH, JOXKIAJICS CIAYry ¢ KYBIUIMHOM, IIIyMHO BBIIHJ U CMAa4YHO NMPUYMOKHYJ TOJICTBIMU
ryoamu.

— 3HauYuT, TOBOpHUIN, KHUTa TOKazajga? — OH MOTep IIaJAKO BBIOPUTHIA MOAOOPOIOK,
YKpAILICHHBIN ABYMS IIPAMAMHU.

— A xHuUry nokasan Huamarap.

— Ja, s cipmman o Kaure Yepusix Bpar m ee xpanutene... Koneuno... Ho mouemy ThI
OyMaelb, YTO 3Ta MMEHHO OHa? MoOXeT, TOT CTapHK... MPOCTO HapiaraH? YMeeT HachUIaTh
MOPOK?

— On He mapnaran. A Krawura... S 3Ha1o, 4To 3T0 — OHA. YBUJEI IpoIwioe u Oymyimee... A
CTapUK-JIEpPBUII McUYe3 y MeHs Ha miazax! Takoe mapiarany He o cuity, — KoHaH ycMexHymcs, —
MYCTh JaX€ YMEIOIIEMY HAaChUIaTh MOPOK!

Bbpykkuc B 3agymunBocTH podapadbanun naneiiamu Mapm HaemuukoB. Jlaxe HEMY3bIKAJIbHO
MPOTYAEN Napy KyIJIETOB.

— W uro THI aymaenm genarb? Ecid TOT KO3JIOHOTHH KOJAYH M3 TBOETO BUICHUSA TaK
cTpauneH?..

— 4l mocianm BepHOro uenoBeka 3a OeiabM KOJAAYHOM. OueHb XOpommM. A HOKa HYXHO
00eCreunTh KHDKHE HAZEKHYIO OXpaHy!

JInmo xkanmuTa”Ha moTeMHEIIO.

— YK HE XO4ellb JU Thl CKa3aTb, KHMMEPHUEL, YTO €€ IJIOXO OXPaHSIT?! — HECKOJBKO
MOCETUTENEH TaBEpPHBI C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM ONISIHYJIUCH, OXHUJAash CCOpPbl JBYX BOMHOB, OIUH U3
KOTOPBIX, TOXOXKE, OCKOPOUIT APYroro.

— Jla ner, Hert... OxpaHa, KOHEUYHO, HaJexHasA... Ho ThI ke He Oydelb BO3pakaTh MPOTHUB
MOel nomonm?

bpykkuc 1onui BUHO U, YCIIOKOUBIIMCH, OypKHYI:

— Bospaxars He Oymy. Tonbko He CIMINKOM Momajaaics ei Ha rmasza. S BooOIe-To He UMEr0
npaBa Oparb Jrofiel CO CTOPOHBI. ..

— S 6yny HeBuauM, — KuBHYNT KoHaH.

Kanuran pacxoxotayics, NOpeACTaBUB KUMMEPHUMWIA, NBITAIOIIETOCS 3aTepsAThCS CPEOU

OXPaHHUKOB.

— OnHa 3aMmeTuT cpazy xe! — OH BHOBb IMOCKPEO TOJICTEHHBIMU MaJIbIIaMHU TSDKEJbINA
nonodoponok. — Hert, npunercs tebe, kak MoJokKeHo, nojars npoiueHue. [loctynute Ha ciyx0y B
oTpsii oxpaHbl. A s 3a TeOs mopyuyych. Kcraru, u skanoBanue Heruioxoe, u ena xopomas! Ilo
nmpa3IHUKaM — OecIuiaTHas BbIMKMBKA! A HEKOTOpbIE MOJOACHBKHE CIY)KaHKH HE TMpoYb
1opasBiieybcs!

n BI)YKKI/IC 3aX0X0Tall TaK, YTO HO4KC IIPUBBIYHLBIC K IIyMY M CMCXY IMTOCCTUTCIN TaBCPHLI
BO33pUJIMCH HAa HCTO C IOYTHUTCIIbHBIM YIUBJIICHUCM.




Kusoxna OHukcus ObUTa MOJI0Ja, MPEeKpacHa U Mo-A€TCKU HauBHA. Ee orpoMHbBIe cephle rasza
CMOTpENIM Ha MUP BOCTOPKEHHO W JIaCKOBO. Ee MpenecTHhId HOCUK 3HaN TOJBKO 3allaxu po3 H
[BETYIIMX JIEPEBbEB B OTLIOBCKOM cajy. Ee HexXHble pyKr HUKOTIIA HE BeAaJI TSKEJIOW padoThl, OT
KOTOPOM Yy KEHILMH TMOSABIISIOTCS MO30JY U B3/lyBaIOTCS BEHBIL.

Ona He mpeacTaBIslia, KaKue CTpagaHusi IPUHOCUT JIFOISM €€ OTELl — KPYHHEWIMKA B 3amMope
pabotoproBer]. Ha pa®oB oHa cMoTpelsia, Kak Ha MUJIBIX JOMAIIHUX >KUBOTHBIX W CUHMTaJa, YTO
Ipyrue cMoTpAT Tak >ke. OHa 3Hajia, YTO MPOBHHUBIIMXCS paOOB MHOINA HAKa3bIBAIOT, HO HE
3alyMbIBaJlaCh O JKECTOKOCTH M OECHEIIOBEYHOCTHM 3TOr0 Hakas3aHus. Bcero numpe HeOonbluas
nopkal..

— ... W »TOT HUYTOXHBIAI pad HE OIEHUT OKA3aHHOTO €My BEJMKOAYIIHBIM XO3SUHOM
JOBEpUsl, B TPETUM pa3 MOMBITANICS O0€XaTh... — MOHOTOHHO YUTaJ TOMOIIHUK CYJIbU.

bxyrTa yXe He 4yBCTBOBaJl OOJM B CTSHYTBHIX CHIPOMSTHBIMM PEMHSAMH pyKax. Bor Horw...
OHM enie HE MOTEPSUIM YYBCTBUTEJIBHOCTh M MPOJOJHKAIM HECTEPNUMO HBITh. Kakas paznuma?..
Bce paBHO Bckope oH Oymetr MeptB. O, 3T xecTokue Oenbie! Eciu Obl OHU MOIVIM UCIBITHIBATH
xanocth!.. Eciu 061 Momu... OHu Obl yOunu ero ObicTpo u 6e3001e3HeHHO. Ho Het! M Hanmo
M0Ka3arh, YTO OBIBAET C TEMU, KTO MBITAETCS O€XKaTh. ..

bxyTTa BCIOMHWJI MOPKHK MOCJI€ IEPBOTO U Broporo nobdera. MHOTO THEW OH JiexKall, MOABIBAs
oT 0onu, a crapas KoJayHbs HraHa cmasbiBalia €ro MCIOJOCOBAaHHYIO CIIMHY XHPOM Oapcyka,
yOUTOrO B MOJHOYB HA 3a0pOIICHHOM KJIaI0UIIIE.

A Terepsb ero KAET NopKa A0 CMEPTH, YTOOBI APYruM pabaM ObLIO HEMOBAAHO Oerarb OT CBOUX
BEJIMKOMYIHBIX X03s5ieB!.. Ckopee Obl Bce KoHUMIoch! CeronHs OH yBUJIUT B TOJINE AOOpBIE Kapue
1a3a cTapoi KoJIIyHbU HraHbl, KOTOpasl Tak MOX0Xa Ha €ro Marh... A MOTOM NPUAET OIPOMHBIN
cBUpenbld nanad. HUKTO He 3HAaeT ero MMEeHU, HUKTO HE BUJEN €r0 JIMIla, [IOTOMY 4TO OH BCETAa
HaJIeBaeT OCTPOBEPXUM KOJIAK ¢ MaJE€HbKUMHM IPOpe3sMH Ui Iia3. /[Ba cBepkaronmx 37100HBIM
TOP>KECTBOM M MOXOTHIO 1a3a! Bee clblmar ero cliaJioCTHBIE CTOHBL, KOTAA OH C OTTSIKKOW HAHOCUT
odyepeHOM yaap mo cnuHe pada... [lo cnuHe, mpeBpaTuBIIEcs B KYCOK OKpOBaBJIEHHOIO Msca... 1
4yeM TpomMye KPpUYHUT pad, TeM CIaJoCTHEE CTOHET mayad. Jla mokaparT ero O0ru 3a 3Ty MEpP3KYyIO
ctpacts! [loToMy YTO JIFOOM HE MOTrYT MOKaparb — HE 3HAKOT UMEHU, HE BUAAT Juua... M eme
OTOMY, YTO OosTCs... A mocie ka3Hu!.. UTo nenaer oH ¢ U3yBEUEHHBIMU TelaMu paboB — HUKTO
He 3HaeT. OH ¢ pplYaHUEM, KaK JUKUN 3BEpbh, IPEABKYINAIONIMNA OOUIIbHYIO Tpamne3y Win JIIOOOBHYIO
UTPY, YHOCUT Ha IJIeue OKpOBaBIEHHbIN TpyI... Kyna, as yero?.. Jlydine He 1ymMarb 00 3TOM. ..

Onu yxe uayr!.. Uayr noMmoumuku nanada. Ceilyac OHM NPUBSHKYT MeHS K cToisOy... Her!
Youpaiitecs, xkannsie rueHbl! S He moiay! A...He... moiay!..

Ero BbIBOJIOKIIM U3 KJIETKU U, HE OOpalliasi BAUMaHUs Ha KPUKHU, MOTAIMIA K cTosOy. Tonma,
XKaJHO OXHUJAmoIAas Ka3HW, 3aBojiHOBajach. Bemyr! Tamar! Ckopo OHM yCHBIIIAT CBUCT KHYTA,
YBUJIAT, KaK MEPBBIC Yaphl pACCEKAIOT TEMHYIO KOXY, KaK JIOMAETCsl OHA, OyITO Mmepe3penbli Mo/,
THUIOIIMY Ha COJIHIIE. ..

bxyrta kpuuan u BeipbiBaics. HOru oTKa3bIBAIMCh JAEPKATh €10, XOTS UX OH €Ille YyBCTBOBAJ
— PYKHU eMy cBsi3aiu kKpenue. A Horu... Komy oxora HocuTh cBsizanHoro paba? Ilycts uaer cam...
Horwu cBsizanu Tonpko miig Buga. Ho Tenepb OHM MOAKO CUITUCH. . .

Ero nmotHoe OT cTpaxa Teno MOKPbUIOCH MbUIBI0. bellky BhITapallleHHBIX [J1a3 CBEPKaIH, KaK y
MOJIOAOTO ObIKa, Mepel Ia3aMy KOTOPOTO CMEIOIIMNCS MACHUK TOYUT OTPOMHBIA HOXK. OH Kpuuam
U TIJIaKaJl, 3Bajl Marh, BHIKPUKMBAJI KMEHA OOTOB, KOTOPHIM KOTJIa-TO MOJIHJICS.

Tonma, cocrosBmias Mo OOdbIIEH YaCTH M3 PEMECIEHHOIO M TOPIOBOIO JIIOJA, M3 BOPOB,
0aHIUTOB, MPOCTUTYTOK U HUIUX C XUTPHIMU OETAIOIIMMHU IJla3aMU — JIMKOBaJa.



3penume! Celiyac oHu OyayT Haciaxaarbes 3penumeM! Yxke HacnaxparoTcs! Paszse He
HacllaXXJIEHUE BUJIETh CTpax, OTYAsTHUE U cyie3bl 3Toro pada? Ho eme Oombliiee ynoBOJIbCTBHE — B
MPEIBKYIIEHUN KpOBaBOMl MOpku. OHHU YBUAAT, KaK CJI€3a€T KPOBAaBBIMHU JIOCKYTaMH KOXKa, KaK
OOHa)KaIOTCA U3MOUYAJICHHBIE KHYTOM MBIIIIIBI, KaK OpPBI3KET BO BCE CTOPOHBI KPOBB!..

N Tonpko HeOOJbIIAs 4acTh TOJIBI COCTOsIa U3 paboB. [IpurHamu Tex, KTO HE CMOT
OTTOBOPUTKLCS KpailHe HEOOXOAUMBIMM JI€JIlaMH, OUY€Hb BAXKHBIMHU JJISI XO35MHA... U OHHU CTOSUIH
MOJI4a, OIYCTUB KYAPSBBIE TOJOBBI, CPEIM XOXOTA, YIIONIOKAHBS, BECEJOTO0 CBHUCTA OCTAJIBHBIX.
Tosma npuwia HacHagUTHCA! ..

Bort n manaa! OrpomHbIid, ¢ MOIIHBIMA BOJIOCATHIMM JamaMu. Kak Bcerna, B OCTPOKOHEYHOM
konmake. Kak moBko oH ymeeT paborars kHyToMm! OT0 Benukuil mactep! Jla Korga e MPUBSHKYT
ATOr0 MOraHoro Herpa?!

BXyTTy HaKpernko NpuBA3aIu K MPOMUTAHHOMY KPOBBIO M IOTOM, OTIIOJIMPOBAHHOMY COTHSIMHU
ten ctosi0y. OH yxe He Kpuuaj, a OTpelleHHO CMOTpen mepeln coOoil. Bpsa nu oH Buzaen
JIMKYIOILYIO TOJIIY, BaKHO CHJIEBILIETO HA BO3BBIIEHUH KHS35, CBOUX COOpAaThEeB-padoB. ..

[lanau B3maxuyn kHyroM. [loka Tonbko npoba. Eme pa3. Butoit IIuHHBIMA KHYT CO CBUCTOM
paspesan BO3ayX. lIponuTaHHBIM KPOBBKO MNPEABIAYIHIMX XKEPTB, OH, TEM HE MEHEE, OCTABAJCS
JOCTAaTOYHO TUOKHMM. A MOXET ObITh, MCKYCHHK-TIAJad MEepe]] KaxJI0ll Ka3HbIO pa3sMUHAT €ro
CBOMMM KPACHBIMU YPOIJIUBBIMU PyKaMu-?..

Kus3b monan 3Hak. Tonna 3atuxia. Oxkuganue. .. [Ipenkymenue. .. [lanay HecnemHo oTomen
Ha HY)KHOE paccTosiHue. B3Becun B pyke KHYT. M moutu He pazMaxuBasich, HAHEC IEPBBIA ynap.
Kpuk paba moToHyn B IUKOM peBe TOJIMbl. Bce ObUIO Tak, Kak OoHU W oxujanu! JlomHyna koxa,
Opb3Hyna kpoBb. .. Eme! Emie!! beit xe, nanau, oeit!..

Huuero sToro muiass kHsbKHa HUKOrIa He Buaena. OHa KWjia B CBOEM, JIACKOBOM H
YIOUTENBHO CYACTIMBOM MHpE. E3MMiIa BEpXOM B COMPOBOXKICHUH OXPaHbI MO IIyMHBIM YIUIIAM
[agu3apa. [Tokymana B JaBkax 0OraThix KYMIIOB POCKOIIHBIE TKAaHW — IIEJK, Tapyy, U YKpaIICHHS
— KOJIbIIa, OPOIIH, OKEPEIbSI.

HNHorna oxoTuiaach, HUKOTAA HE MOABE3kKasi ONM3KO K YOUTOMY €€ CTpeJIoN OJICHIO, 9TOObI He
BUJIETh €I0 INa3, B KOTOPhIX — OHAa 3Haja, HECMOTPS Ha HAaMBHOCTh — HABEKHU 3aCThUI Y)Kac
CMEpTHU U U3BEUHBIN YKOp youille.

OHa, KOHEYHO, MOHMMAaJIa, YTO HA CBETE CYIIECTBYIOT CMEpPTh W CTpadaHus. Myku u
HecnpaBeyIMBOCTh. Ho Bce 3T0 ObUIO Tak naneko... Y He ¢ Heill — ¢ ApyruMu.

[IlecTHaanare pa3 BcTpedana BECHY cuacTinBas kHsbkHa OHukcus. M B mociennue asa roma
OHa CTajla UCHOBITHIBATh CTPAHHOE BOJIHEHUE, ISl Ha MYK4MH. CypOBbIE BOMHBI, YKpalllCHHBIE
mpaMamu juia... CBepKarolpe OTBaroil ma3a, CHJIbHbBIE PYKHU... B ee oxpaHe MOosIBUIICA BBICOKHI
MOTY4YHUIl BOMH, BOILIOIIEHUE MY)KECTBEHHOCTH, CHJIbI M KaKOW-TO MEPBOOBITHOM, AUKOU sIpocTH!..
N ero HEOXMITAaHHO CHHHUE IJ1a3a, HEOTCTYIHO CIEASIME 3a KaXJbIM €€ IIarom, BCErIa TakK
BOJIHOBAJIM. ..

Korma Mxapn noOpasicsi, HaKOHEll, 10 MENIEPhl, MOXOKEN Ha PACKPBITYI0 MNacTh JIPaKkOHA, OH
ycTall Tak, YTO TOTOB OBUI yMAacTh Ha KaMHH M TYT K€ YCHYTh. YK€ HUYTO HE BOJHOBAJIO
ropuieuHrMka. Hu CKoJb3Kasg TpONMHKA HAJ MPOINACThIO, HA KOTOPOM OH Kak pa3 U CTOs, HU
MpEACTOsIAs BCTpeya ¢ BEJIUMKUM BOJIIIEOHUKOM, O KOTOPOH OH BCErja JymMasl ¢ BOJHEHHEM, HU



BOCIIOMHUHAHMS O MPU3PAKAX. ..

B nepByto e HOYb B ropax — MOSBWINCH Ipu3paku. OCTaTKu BOJIOC HA MHOIOCTPAaAAIbHON
roioBe Mxapma BcTamu AbpIOOM, KOTJ@a 3aKPYKHWJICS BOKPYr HETO CTpAIlHBIA  XOPOBOJ
MOJTYIPO3PAYHBIX TEN.

BxxuMmasce B 3eMJII0, TOPIIEYHUK KJajdl HEMUHYeMOW cmepTh. Monuiicss BceM Ooram, o
KOTOPBIX XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib KOTAa-TO CIbIIIAI. MOXET, KTO-TO U3 HUX U TTIOMOT. ..

Bo BcsikoM criydae, mpu3pakud €ro HE TPOHYIU, XOTS W BOJIWJIM CBOW JbSIBOJIBCKUU XOPOBOJL
KaX/Iyl0 HOYb. A yTPOM HE€ BBICIIABIIAICS, YCTAJIBIA MOCIAHHUK C TPYAOM Ceiyiai JIOAAb U BECh
JI€Hb KJIEBAJI HOCOM, U3PEAKA OKUABIBASL OKPECTHOCTH OCOJIOBEBIIMM B3IVISIOM.

3arem, Koraa majga OT yCTaJIOCTH ero OeqHas jomaab (He 3a0bITh Obl, cTpeboBath ¢ Konana ee
CTOMMOCTB), OH JIOJTO MOJI3 MO €JI€ 3aMETHOM TPONe HaJ MPOIMACThIO, PUCKYS KU3HBIO. KOHEUHO,
ero apyr, Mmoryunii BouH KoHaH, kak Bcerna mieJpo BO3HATPaJAUT €T0 3a TAaKOM pUCK — HE 3a0bITh
TOJIBKO paccka3zarh nomnoapodnee. [loBegars, Kak CTpalHO ObUIO CMOTPETH B IPOMACTh, Y KOTOPOH
Hetr ngHa! Tonbko KiyOsmecs TyMaHbl HA HeMbIcauMou miyoune! Jla... kKuMmepuel], KOHEYHO,
poawiICs M BBIPOC B TOpax... €ro He HUCIyrarb 0e3q0HHOM mpomacTeio... Ho Bce paBHO —
pacckazars! IlycTh 3Haer, Ha kakue mydeHus oH, Mxapn, momen pamu apyra! Ilycte 3Haer... u
BO3HArpajuT!

[ToaymepTBBIA OT YCTAJIOCTH TOPIICYHUK IMPUCE]I HA IUIOCKUKW KaMEHb MEepell BXOIOM B
nemepy. [oBa kpyxkunace. [lokazanocs gaxe, 4TO MacTh MEIIEPHl C BBHICTYMAIONMMHU «3y0aMu
JIpakoHa» Kak-TO MpuaBMHYNIAch. Mxapn mporep miaza. JleldcTBUTENBHO, Melepa MpuoIuKaiach.
Yro 3a HaBaxaeHue? bynro oH ener... [opmeyHnk Bckoumi ¢ kaMHs. bonbiias ropHas yepenaxa,
BBITSIHYB MOPIIMHUCTYIO II€t0, crienmia B nemniepy. Mxapn moudecan 3arbiUiok. MoxeT ObITh, Y
BOJILIEOHMKA. .. KaK Ouib ero? Dckmiamn! Y BodmeOHMKa DCKUWJIaMIla Yepenaxy CIIy>KaT BMECTO
Jomanen?

Kpsixrs, oxas u xpomas Ha 00€ HOTH, CTEPThIC JI0 KPOBABBIX MO30JIEH, TOPIIEYHUK TMOTLIENICS
BClie]l 3a 4yepenaxoil. M3 memiepbl BBIET YEPHOKOKUN MAalBiMK C BECEIbIMU CMBIIUICHBIMU
rJ1a3aMHu.

— Mup Tebe, — nmouTuTenbHO ckazan Uxapm.

— W tebe, — cTEeneHHO OTBETUII MAJIBIHK.

— IlycTh B JoMe TBOeM Bceraa OyneT panocTh M poctarok! — Mxapn penmn He ynapuTh B
IpsI3b JIULIOM.

HecmoTpst Ha ycTanocTs, OH BCE K€ JOrajajics, 4yTo Mepel HUM HE caM BOJIIEOHHUK, a €ro
YUYE€HUK. XUTPBIA TOPIICYHUK 3HAJ, KAK MHOTO 3aBUCUT OT MHEHUS TOTO, KTO JIOJOXKHUT XO3SIMHY O
IIPOCUTEIIE.

— W B TBoeM JoMe, MOYTEHHBIN, MYCTh Bcerna OyAeT MOJHBIM JO0CTarok! — MallBiuK C
MHTEPECOM CMOTPEIT HAa YCTAJIOT0, HO TAKOTO YYTUBOTO MyTHHUKA.

— Mory 11 s AMIEe3peTh BEJIMKOro BOJIIIEOHNKA DcKuiiamMna? — MPUCTYIHI HAKOHEIl K JeTy
TOPIICYHUK.

— VYuyurens HET... YXKe TpU OHA, KaK OH YJETEI... N0 HEOTIOXKHBIM JeNaM, — MAJIBIHK,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OB HCKPEHHE OTOPUYEH, XOTs B IIa3aX €ro0 MPbIrajiy COJTHEYHbIE 3aiUNKU.

Hxapmn cTosi1 ¢ 0co0BeBIIMM B3IIsi1oM. BoT Tebe u Ha!

— Yro xe g ckaxxy KoHany? — TyIo cipocuil OH y MaJIBIHKA.

— Konany? Tak 161 oT Konana?

Nxapn kuBHYI. Ha nuie ero cToip SIBHO YWTaNnach pacTEPSIHHOCTb, YTO MAJIBYUK 3aCMESIICS.
3areM B3sU1 TOPILIEYHUKA 34 PYKY U MTOBEII B MIELIEPY.



— Mens 3o0BytT puan. Eciu Konany HyxkHa oMo, s noemy ¢ To00#!

Wxapmn pacTepsHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha TAKOTO YBEPEHHOTO B ce0e MaJBiUKa.

— Jla... Ho KoHaH cka3aji npuBe3TH BOJIIEOHUKA DCKUIAMIIA. . .

— On npuenet nozxke... Ecnu cMmoxet. A ceilyac MOAKPENNUCH U PACCKAXKH, UTO CIIYYHUIIOCH.

On BBen Mxapna B MPOCTOPHYIO MOJIYTEMHYIO Nenepy. Beicokre CBOIBI yKpamaiyd LBETHBIE
CTaJaKTUThI, TaK MOX0XKME Ha 3yObl JpakoHa... B ganbHell cTeHe — apku. 3a HUMH, KaK MOHSII
Wxapr, KOpUIOpBL, W y KaXxA0oro — CBOW 1BeT. OIWH KOPUIOP OCBELIEH ITYpIIYPHO-KPACHBIM
CBETOM. J[pyroi — CMHHM, TPETUN — 3€JEHBIM. .. HarHyB rojioBy, rOpIie4HUK BCIIE 3a MAITBIUKOM
BOIIEJI B 3€JICHBIA TOHHENb. ONATh HECKOJIBKO KOPUAOPOB. M Kax bl UMEET CBOM OTTEHOK, Ha CEU
pa3 3eJIEHOI0 LBETA.

— DTO MO 1IBET, — C TOPJOCTHIO CKa3aJl MAJIBIUK.

[locne HekoTOporo kosieOaHusi OH BOIIEA B HEOOJBIIYIO TMEHEpPy, MATCKO OCBELICHHYIO
3€JICHOBATO-OMPIO30BBIM  cBeTOM. Mxapn ¢ wuHTepecom onmnencsa. [Ipsmble, Xxopoiio
o0paboTaHHBIE, OTIOJIMPOBAHHBIE CTEHBI U3 3eJeHOro KamHs. Manmaxut? [1oToJIOK TOXKe POBHBIM,
KakK B OOBIYHOM KaME€HHOM Jiome. [IpusATHBIN, yCIIOKauBaroMid 3€J€HbIN CBET U3Iy4yalld, Ka3aiocCh,
caMM KaMHHU. YIOOHBIE Kpecia BOKPYI MAaCCHBHOIO CTOJIa M3 IIBIOBI XOpOIIO 00pabOTaHHOTIO
manaxuta. CepeOpsiHble (MK 30JI0ThIE? — HE pa3o0parh MPHU 3TOM OCBEIICHWHW) KYBIIMHBI C
BUHOM, yKpallleHHbIE M3yMpydaMu KyOKH, ONrofa ¢ TOJBKO 4YTO MOHKApPEHHBIM, HCIYCKAIOIIMM
HEMBICIIMMBIN apOMaT MSICOM. ..

Ecnu tak MBET y4eHHK, TO B KaKOM € POCKOIIM JIOJDKEH >KUTh caM BomeOHuk? Mxapm
B3JIOXHYJI U HAOPOCHUJICS Ha eLy.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpPOE BpEMs, KOTAA B TOJOBE IPUATHO ULIYMENO, a MKEIYIOK HANOJIHUICA
Ona)keHHOM TSAKECThIO, TOPIIEYHUK, HAKOHELI, BCTIOMHUJI O LI€JIM CBOETO MPUXOAA.

— KoHaH yBHEN 4TO-TO B KAKOM-TO KHUIE€ M COOMpAeTcs CHacTU Kakyro-To KHsKHY! U Tak
BITIOOMJICS B HEE, YTO OTKA3aJICS JIaXKe OT MOEH KpacaBHUI[bI-)KCHBI!

Majibuuk ¢ COMHEHHMEM MOCMOTpENl Ha TOpIIeYyHHWKA. BO3MOXKHO JM, YTOOBI KEHa 3TOTO
HEMOJIOZIOTO YCTaJIoro peMeciaeHHrKa Obuta kpacasuieit? Hy... 3To geno Bkyca.

— Tol ynmomsanyn o kuure. Yto 3a kHura?

— Kakas-To BonmeoOHas... — Wxapn pa3MblIuisul HaJl CEPhE3HBIM BOIPOCOM: BBIIUTH €IIIE
BUHA, UJIN K€ 3TO OyIEeT HE COBCEM YIOOHO?

— Konan ee cam Buzen?

— Koro?

— Kaury!

— Hy... na. Bpone Ob1... To ecTh ee mokasai... MPSIMO B TOJOBE... KaKOW-TO HUUWMM. Wnu
nepsuil. CTpaHHHUK, CJIOBOM, — HETBepI0i pykoi Mxapm Bce ke momini cebe BuHa. — Kak Outib
ero 3Banu?.. Huamarap!

— Yro?! Huamarap? — MaJBIMK MOANPBHITHYI U B BOJHEHHH 3aXONMJI 10 KOMHATE, 3aJI0KHUB
pyKu 3a criuHy. O4eBUIHO, TAaK A€l €r0 YIUTEIb B MUHYTHI Pa3ayMbsl.

— Huamarap, — noxnrsepanit ropimedHuk. — OH elle UCYe3 MOTOM. ..

— Kunura Yepnsix Bpar... J[1o0oil BONIEOHUK OTHACT MPaByld PYKY, YTOOBI TOJILKO pa3
3aIvIsSiHYTh B Hee!

Wxapn 3aueM-TO MOBEPTEII MEPE I1a3aMUu KUCThIO TPaBOil pykH, OylTO pelas, OTAaTh €€ Win
HeT. 3aTeM BHUMATENIbHO MPOCIeIu, KaK JOBKO OOXBaTUJIM €€ Malblibl TOPJIBIIKO KyBIMHA. Her,
OH ObI HM 32 YTO HE OTJAal mpaByto pyKy! JIeByro — 3To erle Kyaa HU 1wio!

— W 4aro ke sBunock KoHaHny B KHUTe? — MpepBall MAIBYHUK €10 PA3MBIIUICHUS.



— O, 9To-TO cTpammHoe... KomayH ¢ KonmpITaMu BMECTO cTymHeH. Jla u BooOIe, HOTu y HEeTo
OBLIH BpOJIE. ..

— Koznonoruii?! S cnpiman npo Hero! — JIpuan 6apcom OmsITh MPOIIENCcs M0 KOMHaTe.

[opiieyHMK KHBHYI, MOCJIE YETO TOJIOBA €r0 YK€ HE MOAHsuIack. Bce ke OH O4eHb ycTad,
BbINOJHSs nopydeHue Konana... He 3a0biTh ObI cTpeboBarh ¢ HETO. ..

Yepuoe Houroe HeOo Haj [lanu3apom UCKPUIOCH POCCHITBIO 3Be3/. Kazanock, Kaxayro HOYb
6oru pazdpachiBaiM MO0 HEOOCBOMY IICAPON PYKOM TOPCTH CBEPKAIONIMX OPUIIIMAHTOB. A CIYCTS
HECKOJIbKO YacOB BEYHO IOHBbIE HUM(BI YTpeHHEN 3apu KaMEHb 3a KAMHEM TOPOILIMBO COOMpau
paccelllaHHOe OO0rarcTBO, CIella YKPBITh €ro OT OTHEHHOTO HCIETEINSIONero B3IIsaa
PO CHIMAIOMIETOCS MUTPBI, TapUTEIIs KU3HHU.

Onukcns m00nIa BEIXOAUTH Ha OAJIKOH HOYBIO W HAOMIOIaTh 3a aJIMa3HBIM MepIlaHueM Heoa.
Kazanock, 1ocTarouHo pacKWHYTh PYKH, MIPUBCTATh HA IBIIIOYKH, TOTSIHYTHCS K 3BE€31aM — U OHHU
NPUOTU3ATCS, OKPYXKaT BECEIBIM POEM, OIapsAT HEBEPOSTHBIM, HE3EMHBIM OJTaKEHCTBOM.

Ho orpomuas cTpanHas TeHb MelbKaja CEromHs HajJ ropomoM. lIpoHocwmiack B BO3Iyxe
CTYCTKOM Y€pPHOTBI, 3aKPbIBasi 3BE3/Ibl, BCEIISS Y’KAC M HATOJHIS MOTHJIBHBIM XOJIOIOM Cep/ilia TeX,
KTO CMOTpEI B 3Ty CTPAIIHYIO HOYb Ha HEO0O. ..

— Tpesora! TpeBora! — kT0-T0 Opan B camoe yxo Konana.

TonoT KOBaHBIX Canor, KPUKU, IIIyM, TBAJIT. ..

— Kro crosn B kapayne?! Hemennenno ko MHe! — HaapeIBajica KanutaH bpykkuc.

Konan yxe Bce moHsul. BeICTpO ofeBIMCh, OH BMECTE C IPYrMMHU CBOOOJAHBIMU B 3Ty HOUb
OXpaHHUKaMH BbIea B Kopuaop. Conaarsl oxpaHbl ObUIM PacKBapTHPOBAHBI HA MEPBOM OSTaXKe
CEBEpPHOIO KpbUIa POCKOIIHOTO KHsDKECKOro jgoma. HOKHOe KpbhulO 3aHMMalia MpUCIyra.
KpymocyrouHo oxpaHsemass MMpOKas mMapajaHas JIECTHHUIIA BeJla Ha BTOPOM JTax, IIe
pacrnoyiaraiuch roCTM MU MHOTOYHMCIIEHHBIE POACTBEHHUKH KHs3s. TpeTwil 3TaX OTBOAMJICS IIOA
TaHIEBAJIbHBIE U OaHKETHBIC 3ajibl, UTOPHBbIE KOMHAThl U Oymayapsl ajis oTabixa. M HakoHeln, Ha
YETBEPTOM, MOCIEAHEM ATAXE, YyTonas B POCKOIIM, XKUJIU KHS3b, €10 )KEHbI U JIETH, B UX YHCIE U
npekpacHass OHUKCHSL.

OxpaHsUIUCh BCE JIECTHUIIBI, 3TaXXU, BCE JIBEPH, BCE MOAXOIbI K 3aHUI0, U JAXE y KaXKJI0TOo
¢dboHTaHa B cajly CTOS YaCOBOM.

OxpaHHUKOB OBLIO TaK MHOIO, YTO MPOU3OIIEIIEee Ka3aloCh HEMBICIUMBIM, HEBEPOSTHBIM.
Ncueszna roHas kHsbkHAa OHUKCHS !

— Hakonen-to! O, Benukuii 3aran, Tl MOJYy4UIlb HAMEUEHHYIO TOOOH xepTBy! Thl Hapyemnb
MHE YacThb CBOEW CHIIbI! — KO3JTOHOTMH B HCCTYIUICHUU IUJISICAJI BOKPYr CIIOKHOTO YEpTExa,



HAapHUCOBAaHHOTO KPOBBIO MIJIAJICHIIA HA IIEPIIABOM IOy OrPOMHON memepsl. Topuanme no cTeHam
(dakenbl HE CTOJNBKO CBETWJIM, CKOJIBKO YaWiH, OOABISIS 3amax rapu K y)KacHOMY cMmpaay. A B
[EHTpe uepTexa 0e3 YyBCTB Jiexkana KHsDKHA.

Carup ocTaHOBUWJICA M, pa3fyBas HO3JpH, AOJITO CMOTPEN HA AEBYIIKY MYTHBIMH IJIa3aMH.
Xopoma! Benukuit 3aran Oyger goBoJsieH! Ckopo, CKOpO OH SIBUT CBOM YyacHbIM oOmuk. U
BO3HArpaJuT BEPHOTO CiAyry! A KHsJKHA MOKA IYCTh OTJOXHET MOCJIE BHE3AITHOIO HOYHOTO MOJIETA.
Kosyn ycmexHyncsi MOKpPhIMU TOJICTBIMU TyOamu. FEie pas, cxaB JaJloHH, MOCMOTpEN Ha
Jexaiiyro 0e3 4yBCTB JIeBylIKY. JleficTBuTeNnbHO X0poiia. KOHa, kpacuBa, HEBUHHA.

OcTpoe, Xrydee >KeJlaHUE BAPYT OTHEM MOJBIXHYIO MO kujaMm. KpoBb 3amynbcupoBasia H
Opocwiiach B TOJIOBY, TymMaHs B3op. Hy mouemy, modemy OH JOJDK€H OTJaBaTh ATy KpacaBUILY
y’KacHOMY 3arany, KOTOpbIi, Kak U B MPOIUIBINA pa3, BEPOATHO, IBUTCS B OOIMKE OIPOMHOIO ObIKa U
npocTo pa3opBeT ee nononam? KoTopelii HE CMOXET, HE CYMET HACIAJUThCA €€ IOHBIMHU
MpeNecTAIMu?

Ternepp mIa3za KO3JIOHOTOIO KOJIIyHA MOJIBIXaJId OTHEM. PEBHOCTh K CBOEMY YKACHOMY
OOXKeCTBY KpuBHUJa I'yobl catupa. Otnarh ObIKY 3Ty KpacaBUIly, Ja)e HE HACIAJIMBIIMCh €€ IOHBIM
tenom?! ToT, KTO epeHec ee B )KEPTBEHHYIO NELEepy — TOT U JOJIKEH OBbITh EPBbIM!

KusoxHa cnabo 3actoHana, npuxois B co3HaHue. C TpylaoM MOMIEBEIMIACH, U MOJIBI HOYHOTO
XajlaTa U3 TOHYANIIEro KXUTaWCKOTO IIEJKa Pa3olUINCh, HEBOJIBHO OTKPBIBASI MOXOTIMBOMY B30PY
carupa HeJIOCTYIHBIE MPOCTHIM CMEPTHBIM MPEJIECTH.

Koznonoruit 3ampraan. 3amoran roinoBoi. Hert... HyxHo noxnarscsa Benukoro 3arana... OH
HE MPOCTHUT, €CIIH 4...

Ho pyku, mOKpBITBIE YEPHBIM KYIPSBBIM BOJIOCOM, YK€ cOpachiBajy C IUI€Y IUIAlll, CPhIBAIU
HaOePEHHYIO MOBS3KY, 00Ha)Kast OrPOMHBIN KO3JMHBIN (hasuioc.

OH He nipoctut... Ho Benp 310 5 ee nepenec... OHa T0MKHA OCTAThCA MHE!..

Onukcus npuiia B ce0st B y3KOH, Moxoke Ha HOpy newiepe. Huskue, yrpoxaroiiie HaBUCIIME
cBonbl. Bxom 3abpan TosicToit pkaBoi pemietkoir. Inme ona? Kak croma momana? Hespxuii
IIEPEMEHYMBBIA CBET BIIEPEMEIIKY C TEHSAMHM METAJCAd TAE-TO 3a YIIIOM, CKYIO OCBEN@as €€
OOHa)XEHHOE, U3MATOE, UCKyCaHHOE Telo. KHshKHA ¢ TpyIOM MPUIIOAHSIIACH Ha JIOKTAX. UTO ¢ Hel
caenanu? OHa cTosuia YyJHOM HOYbIO HA OAJIKOHE. ..

HUrprBo mogMuUruBaiy 3BE3/lbl, 1 HOUHAs Mpoxjiaga JErKMM BETEPKOM JIaCKajla YCTABIIYIO OT
JTHEBHOM )aphl KOXKY. 3arem... O6mako? Buxps? Tens? OrpomHasi TeHb ymajga Ha Hee H... UTo
obuto panbine? Ilouemy oHa JIEKHUT 37eCh — HMCKYCaHHas M C CaiHsIeld O0oJibl0 BO BceM Teie?
CHuIICS yXKacHBI, YyIOBUIIHBINA COH... E€ Tep3aio Kakoe-TO CYIIECTBO, HCTOYAIOIIEE YNYIIUTHBBINA
KO3JIMHBIN CMpa...

Onukcus 3aKppula niaza. ITO MPOCTO COH... Kommap, HaBessHHBIA AyXOTOM JieTHEW HOouu. C
IIEPBBIMH JIydaMHU COJIHIIA OHA IPOCHETCS B CBOEHM KOMHAre, NMPUAYT CIYKaHKH, OIEHYT e€e€,
pacyemryT BOJIOCBI M C IPUTBOPHBIM YXKacoM B [JIa3ax BBICIAYIIAIOT pacckaz 00 YKacHOM
CHOBUJICHUU. ..




Konan, mopiace ¢ gocanpl, ciyman o0ctosTeabHbll paccka3 Uxapma. Ilomyremuas, ckymo
oOcCTaBJeHHas KOMHara B JOME TOpIIEYHUKA MPOMUTAIach HEUCTPEOUMBIM 3amaxoM MPOKHUCHIEH
kanycThl. «KpacaBuma» jkeHa, NOCBEpKMBas [a3KamMu, Hajdujla B KPYKKH BHHO, OOJBIIE
HaIOMHHAIOIIEE YKCYC U MPUHECTA YepCTBOro Xjieda, ¢ KOTOPOTo YKPaJKoW COCKOONUIIa TIIECEHb.
A TIOTOM YIOTHO YCTpPOWJIACh B YIUIy, IPUCEB Ha KOPTOYKHU U 3a0bIB, MJIM HE MOXKEJAB, OJCPHYThH
I0OKY.

[IpuexaBumii BMECTO DCcKkuiaamIia Jlpuan omanesno Tapaupiics Ha )KEeHY TOpIICYHUKA U HE MOT
CBA3HO paccKasarb, KyAa yexXajl €ro YUuTelb U, ITIaBHOE, CKOpo Jin BepHeTces. Cam Mxapn u3Bomun
Konana neramamu. Kak u3 nociaegHux Uil O3 HAJL MPOIACThIO, KaK IMajia ero OeiHas Jjoma/ib, 3a
KOTOPYIO OH 3aIlJIaTHJI KOTJAa-TO KPYNIYI0 CYMMY, KaK IIyrajy €ro Ipu3paku. ..

I[oTHYB BMHA M CTapasCh HE CIHUIIKOM KPUBUTHCA, XOTSA YEIIOCTH CBOAWIIO, KoHaH moasen
UTOT:

— Korna npuener Dckunamn — HEU3BECTHO, O€3 HETO0 Mbl HE CMOXEM Y3HATh, IJIe KHSKHA U,
cJIEIOBaTEIbHO, O CBOOOINUTH €€.

— 4l moneITaroCk y3HaTh, — Ional rojgoc JpuaH, BUHOBaTo B3NIsIHYB HA KoHana. — Yuurenp
paccKasbIBall, YTO HY’)KHO CHEJNATh. ..

— KoHeuHo, moneITaiicss, — KMMMEpHUEN NPUNIAAWI TSKEIOU JaJOHBbK KYIAPSBBIE BOJIOCHI
Manpiuka. — llombrTaiics. ..

Wxapn ykpaakoi B3IOXHYII, B3IJITHYB Ha )KEHY, BCE TAK )K€ 0€3MATEAKHO CHJIECBILIYIO B YIUTY.

— 51 He BUHOBAT, UTO BOJIIIEOHHUKA HE OKa3aJl0Ch HA MECTE. ..

— Kpom! HukTo He BUHUT HU TeOs, HU [puana! — Konan Havas TepsATh TepIIEHbBE.

3areM, BCIOMHHMB [JOJITMA pPAaccKa3 TOPIIEYHHUKA, YCMEXHYICS W OTCUHMTAl HECKOJIBKO
cepeOpsAHbIX MOHET. MxapI, nckoca IIsIHYB Ha JKEHY, CYHYII IeHbI B KapMmaH. Ha nuie ero 3acTbuio
BBIPAYKEHHE HE3EMHOIO OJIaKEHCTBA.

JIpraH BbIynuiI U3 MOTYXIIETO KAMUHA YIOJIEK U, 0JI13as 0 TMOJTy, HAYePTUJI TIEHTarpaMmy.

— MHe HyXHBI CBEUH. ..

XKena HMxapna, HakoHel, MOAHsUIaCh M, OPOCUB Ha MyXa H3-TOJ MOJYOIYIIEHHBIX PECHHII
TOMHBIM B3IV, OTIPABUIIACH UCKaTh cBeud. Mxapnm mocmemmsi cieioM — IIOMOYb B IOMCKAaXx.
Konan Tonbko pykoi MmaxHyn ¢ gocajsl. [Ipucen 3a KomyeHOTrHnil ¢TOM, NPUTYOUIT BUHO U CXBaTHIICS
3a YEeNHCTh. MalBKK, NPUCIYIIMBASCh K 3ByKaM, JJOHOCUBIIMMCS U3 COCEIHEN KOMHAThI, HAHO CUJI
Ha YEpPTE)K TANHCTBEHHBIE 3HAKM.

Cnycts nonroe BpeMs MOSIBWICS pacKpacHeBUmMKCSA Mxapm M MOJOXKHI Ha CTOJ HECKOJIBKO
cBedyer. JlpmaH COCpPENOTOYEHHO PACCTaBWII MX MO yIIaM IIEHTarpaMMbl, 3aXE€r U MOHOTOHHO
3araHyn 3akauHanue. CBeun muranu. KoHan HetepnennBo 6apabaHui magbliamu mo croiy. Uxapn
II0Jl IIPEIJIOTOM BPOXIEHHOIO CTpaxa Iepel KOJIOBCTBOM OISITh YIIEJ B COCEIHIOIO KOMHATY.
Jpuan TOHKUM rojocoM mnea mantpy. CBeun HMIENW W Tpeladu. B KOMHare cramo TEMHEE.
Kazamoce, B IEHTpEe NMEHTarpaMMbl CTyHIA€TCs T€Hb. BHE3amHBIN CKBO3HSK MOIEBEJIMII BOJIOCHI,
MIPOLIENCSA XOJIOAKOM IO crnuHe. KoHaH omyman 4be-To MpUCyTCTBHE. MalsiMK KOTO-TO BBI3BAJL
Koro? CMOXET 11 OH COBIAarh C HUM?

— ToJIbKO OKaXu HaM I0pOry! — IPOH3UTENIBHO KPUKHYI [praH U caenan oXpaHUuTEIbHbIA
3Hak. Ha e ero unranace TpeBora, rpaHUYMBILAS C OTYASTHUEM.

Brae3anno KoHaH TOHSN, YTO 3HAET, TAC HAXOAUTCSA NOXUIICHHAS KHSOKHA M Kak Tyaa
no6parbcs. OcTabHOE — M caMo€ CTpalIHOe — Korja-To nokaszana Kuawura...

— Jla, roTOB 3am1aruTh. .. — MPOCTOHAN JpuaH, — TOJIBKO OCTaBb MHE XOTh HEMHOIO. ..

Konan enBa ycmen moaxBaruTh OciaOeBIlee TEJNO MalbkiuKa. TeHb, CTYCTUBIIASCA B LEHTPE



IeHTarpamMMsal, ucyesna. CBeurn BHOBb TOPEIIH SIPKO U BECEINO.

— OH B35UJ1 NOJIOBUHY MO€# KPOBH. .. — mpoiuentai [[puan, Tepsis CO3HaHHE.

Konan c¢ /lppanoM Ha pykax BbIIEI B COCEIHIOKD KOMHATy, OJHUM JIBH)KECHHEM CMEI C
nexanku Mxaprna u ero «KpacaBHIly» — KEHY U YIOKUI MaJIbiMKa, OEPEKHO YKPBIB €T0 BHITEPTHIM
3arIaTaHHbIM ofiesuioM. He s Ha pacTepsSHHBIX CYIPYIOB, TaK U OCTABIIMXCS JICKaTh HA MOJIY C
PACKMHYTHIMU HOTAMH U BBITApallICHHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, OpOCHUIT:

— bynere 3a HuM yxaxkuBarb. OH NOTEPSUT MHOTO KPOBHU... BBDKUBET, HO JIOJTO HE CMOXKET
JBUTATHCS. A s TOJKEH HAWTH KanuTaHa bpykkuca, €Clu €ro elle He Ka3Humu!..

Kosiokon cmycTst OTpsii BOOPYXKEHHBIX 1O 3yOOB BCAJHUKOB, Bo3maBisgemblii KoHaHom u
bpykkncoM, ciemHo MOKUHYII TOPO/I.

OnHukcus jexana Ha KaMEHHOM IOy TMEHephbl, HO 00U OT BIMBAIOIMXCS B CIIUHY OCTPBIX
KaMeEIIKOB He YyBCTBOBaia. OHAa BHOBB yCIIBIIIAJA TOIOT KOIBIT. DTOT yKacHbIM 3Byk! OH 03Haua,
YTO CEHMYaC B MEUICPY ONATH BIOJ3ET HEHACHITHBIA CATHP, OTBPATUTEIBHO BOHSIONMU KO3JIOM, U
HaOpOCHUTCS Ha Hee, KaK XUIMHUK Ha J00bay. Jla OHa M €CTh 10ObIYA... DTOT XPHUIIAIIMHA, COTSIIII
B YXO, IPUYHHSIOMIH 00JIb 3Beph C TTOMOIIIBIO KAKOTO-TO KOJITIOBCTBA CyMEJ MOXUTUTD €€ U TeNeph
MOJb3yeTcsl CBOEW BiacThio. CKONBKO pa3 oHa moisepraiack uctsazanutro? He cocumtars... B
roJIOBE — TyMaH, B OHEMEBILIEM TeJle — OCTaTKH O0JIH.

Cryk xonbIT npubnuxancs. [locnsimanock Tsbkenoe apixanue Bo30yxaeHHoro camia. Ceituac
OH OTOJBUHET PEUIETKY U C CONEHUEM MPOTUCHETCA B HOPY... [ToToM, xagHo noarpedas noa ceds
ee Tello, OpbI3ras BA3KOW CIIOHOW M3 BOHIOUEH MACTH, BOMAET B HEE, NPUUMHSSA KIydyro 00Jb... O
ooru! Ilouemy BbI O3BOJIAETE 3BEPIO TEP3aTh Tea cBOMX kepTB? [loueMy BBl BOOOILE MMO3BOJISIETE
CYITIECTBOBATH 3JI00HBIM XUIIHUKaM? MyJaronmm, Tep3atoiyM, YOHBAIOIIM.

BHe3anHo BCIOMHUIIUCH I71a3a, YMUPAIOIIETO OJIeHs. DTO ObUIO B MEPBBIN pa3... B TOT neHsp,
KOTJIa OHa TMOHsJIA, YTO HENb3s CMOTPETh B IVlaza TeM, KOoro Thl youin. W crpammHas uctuHa
OTKPBUIACH MOJIOION KHSKHE, OXKUIAI0IIEH B TECHOM IMEMIEPE OYEPETHOIO U3HACHIOBaHUS. [[a Beab
OoHa — TOXKe 3Bepb! OHa — TaKOM K€ XUIIHUK, yOuBaroumMil 6e33anmTHBIX! UelloBeK — BOT CaMblii
Y’KACHBIN 3JI0/1€¥, MPUCBOMBILMI MPABO JIUIIATH IPYrUX KA3ZHHU!

A ee oren?.. Ee 3a00muBbIi, 100fumid oren? Pa3Be HE OH ycTpawBaeT Ha MOTEXy TOJIIE
nyonuuHble kKa3Hu?! OH He 3Halla, HE XOTela, 3HaTh... Ho criblmana pasroBopsl... Kak nomaercs
KOXKa, OOHa)KaeTcs MCTEp3aHHas IJIOTh, 3aTEM KOCTh — pelpa, MO3BOHOYHUK... Kak ymupaer B
MYKaX )KEpTBa...

Pa3Be ee oTell Jydilie 3TOT0 carupa, KOTOPBIM celdac MoJa3eT K Hel, CHEeJlaeMbIi 1ToXoThi0? 1
MOXET OBbITh, MyKH, KOTOPbIE OHA MCIBITHIBAET, 3TO UCKYILJIEHHE ero rpexoB? ['pexoB, cOBEPIIIEHHBIX
U COBEPIIAEMBIX 3BEPSMHU B OONIMKE OIarOHPaBHbBIX, BCEMU YBa)Ka€MbIX TOPOXKAH?

OHuKCHs OYYBCTBOBAIA, MEP3KOE AbIXaHME MOAIONI3AI0IIETO carnupa. Hectepnumas ko3nuHas
BOHb KOJIFOUKaMU 3amosizaja B HOC, 3a0uBalia, TopJio, Melaia Apluark. Vi 3To ero ucrekaromnme
CJIIOHOM TYOBI YK€ 3aTKHYJIU €U poT?

N He OTBEpHYTHCS, HE M30€XkaTh €ro BOHIOUEHW IMACTU — TpyOble pPyKH, Iaparas KOrTIMHU
IIEKH, JeprKar rojoBy... M sta 6onb BHU3Y kuBoTal.. Ta Hectepnumas 0oinb!.. OHa pacTexaercs
BOJIHOM MO TEIIy, TOKOM COAPOTaHUsI MOJHUMAETCS MO MO3BOHOYHHKY, TYMAHHUT IOJIOBY. 3aCTaBIISIET
DIyO)Ke W TOpBIBUCTEE JAbIIAaTh, BbI3bIBAET CTOHBL. Ho u Temnory Toxe... M kakoe-To HOBOE,



meMsIIe-ciagocTHoe 4yBcTBO! HakoHer, HacTymaeT MOMEHT; Korma OoJib TpeBpaliaeTcs B
HacnaxjaeHue. O, Kak OH BEJIMK UM MOTydY, €€ nmoBeiautens!.. [loBenutens 3Bepe u moaei! OH maet
et MmorymectBo! Ero cems npopactaeT B HEl HEBEpOATHOM CUJION ..

W xHspKkHA, W3/1aBas ClaI0CTHOE phlYaHHWe, Ijaparaia BOJ0CaTy CIIUHY caTHpa OTPOCIIMMH
OCTPBIMU KOTTSIMHU. ..

KonaH BHe3amHo HaTsHYI TOBOABSA. OTpsiA OCTAaHOBUJICA, U MbUIb, TOAHATASI KONIBITAMH KOHEH,
HaKOHEll, JOrHajla BCaJHUKOB, OKyTajla CepbiM, MIIUCThIM oOnakoM. Kamurtan bpykkuc
BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO NISIHYJ HAa OTPOMHOTIO KHMMEpHUIIA, YTBEPKIABLIETO, YTO OH 3HAET, IIE CIpsTaHa
KHSDKHA.

KonaH, cxaB B Kylake moBojibs, Haxmypuiics. CTOuT nu teneps cnenmrtsh? Kakum-to oOpazom
OH TOHsI, uTOo OHUKCHUSI Hayasla MeHAThCS. Tak M moka3biBaia KHUTA... Ho OH Bce ke Hajesics,
BOIIPEKH BceMy. A Ternepb?.. Exarb, 4TOoOBI OTOpBaTh 3JI00HYIO BEIbMY OT €€ Bo3itoOneHHoro? Jla
OHa BBII[ApaIlacT I71a3a CBOMM CHACHTENAM !

HeBupsimmm B3opom Konan mocmotrpen Ha bpykkuca. Ero ka3HsAT, eciu KHsDKHA HE OyaeT
HalJIeHa U CIlaceHa... YTo K, OHM HauAyT ee... BOT TOJIbKO MOHPABUTCS JIM TEINEPh KHA3I0 €r0
104b?

KummMmepuen xmMbIkHYI1. MOXET, TOCTaBUTh €€ BMecTe ¢ Bo3moOneHHbM? Hert, Het... Kuura
roKasajna, 4YTO OH JIOJDKEH cleliaTh. Ellle u mo3ToMy HYXKHO €Xarh Blepes... M 1ero TyT BOBce HE B
KHSDKHE. . .

OH TpOHYNI KOHS, U CKOPO OTpsiA, OCTaBIISIA 3a cO0O0M KiyoOsuieecss oOako, BHOBb HECCS IO
NYCTBIHHON JOPOTe Tya, I71€ Ha TOPU30HTE BCTABaJIU NPU3PAYHbIE CHHUE TOPBI.

— CerogHsi B mojHOYb sIBUTCS Benukuil 3araH, — KO3JOHOTMHA MpadyHO YCTaBHIICS Ha
KHSDKHY. — OH HameTu1 TeOs B )KEPTBY U HE TIPOCTUT MHE ociymanus. HyxHo 6exars.

— Kak ckaxelib, MOl MOBEIUTENb. .. — OHUKCHUS JICHUBO MPUIIOAHSIACH HA JIOKTE U OKHUHYJIA
B30pOM XMKHHY. — HO MHE 3/1eCh TaKk HpaBUTCA. ..

— Jlyume, yem B niemiepe?

— Mmue u B nemepe ¢ T060# O6b110 X0poro! KHsbkHa mocMoTpesa Ha carupa SpKO-KEIThIMH
1a3aM¥ ¥ OPBIBUCTO B3JIOXHYIA.

Ho3npu ko310HO0TOIO KOJIiIyHa 3arpenetaiu. OH JOJT0 U C BUJAUMBIM HACHaXIEHUEM CMOTPET
Ha ee oOHaxkeHHoe Tejo. Ha cniuHe u xuBoTe OHUKCUU YK€ KydepsBUIIACh K€ CTKasl IIEPCTh, T1a3a
C Y3KMMH TOJIOCKAaMH 3payKOB CTaJli BOUCTUHY MPEKPACHBI, a KOKETJIWBBIC POXKKH Ha TOJIOBE
BBINVISIICNIM TAKUMU O€33alUTHBIMU. ..

OH 1 He momo3peBaj 0 CBOEH CMOCOOHOCTH TPAHC(POPMUPOBATH KUBBIE CYIIECTBA, APy UM
CEeMsl U Hamnpaplisid BOJIIO Ha >KellaeMble M3MEHEHHs. BeposdaTHo, OT OTHa mepelies K HEMY 3TOT
BenuKUM map. Ho kak OoH MOTr O HEM J0orajarbcs, €CJIM JO0 CHX TOp JOBOJIBCTBOBAJICS
COBOKYILJIEHHEM € Ko3aMu M mmakaitamu?! OHu cpazy ke yboeranu... Ho Temeps... OH 3axoredn,
4TOOBI TOJIOBY €T0 KEHIMHBI YKPACWJIM MAaJeHbKHE POKKA — W OHU CTajld PACTU yxkKe Ha



cinenyronmit iens! OH moXenasl, 4yToObl I1a3a €€ CTajdu KEJIThIMH... OH XOTeJN, YTOOBI TEJO €€
YBHJIM KYJPSIBBIE BOJIOCHI... OH Tenepb MOXKET CAEIarh C HEW BCE, YTO 3aX0YeT!

O, Benukuit 3aran! OH XK€ MOXET BBIPACTUTH, M3 Hee ruranra! CTpaliHoOe CyYIIEeCTBO,
MOJIBJIACTHOE TOJIBKO €My, COKpYIlaloliee Bce Ha cBoeM myTu! ['onoBa ee Oynet mocrturarb Heobec,
PBIK €€ YCHbIar B caMbIX AadbHUX pacnaakax Kaprnamickux rop. OH BBIpACTUT KEHIIMHY-
Mctutensa! Y HacTaHeT JeHb, KOTIa OH BBIBENIET €€ Ha paBHUHY U MOUAET BOMHOM Ha ropoa! U Bce
— Bce! — maxyr nepen HUM Ha kosieHu! Ee crita, Mmoup, CBUPENOCTh U €ro KoJagoBCTBO!.. HUKTO
HE YCTOMT!

Cron! A moueMy ObI HE CO3/1aTh IENYI0 APMUIO KEHIMH-MOHCTPOB? OH MOXUTHUT HECKOJIBKO
JECSTKOB JIEBYILIEK U U3MEHUT MX MO CBOeMy kenaHuto! M HacTaHeT BENMKUI JIEHb — BO IVIaBE
apMUM BEJIMKAHOB OH JBUHETCA MO 3€MJIE, MOKOPSs ropoja, 3axBaThiBasi 3€MJIA M CO3/1aBasi BCE
HOBBIX MOHCTPOB! I CKOpPO BECh MUP MOKOPHO JISDKET K €10 HOram!

HeoxoTHO BepHYNICS KO3JIOHOTHMH K JeHcTBUTENbHOCTH. CKpuBMI TryOwl. 3akpsxren. [loka
HY)XKHO Oexarh. CracarbCsi OT THEBA MEP3KOTo OOKKa, KOTOPOMY OH KOIJ[a-TO CAYPY IMOKJISUICS
cinyxuTh. Heobxogumo crpsirarbes rae-HuOyap B IIyOOKOH memiepe, nepexuaars. .. 1M nponomxars
U3MEHATh XeHIMHY! C KaXJI0M NMOpPUHENd CEMEHHM OHA JOJDKHA pacTu, pacTtd... llycts cuia ee
OymeT HEeMMOBEPHOU, a Koxka — myoneHnou! Takoi, yToObl He MpoOwWIa HU cTpena, HU Kombe! U
MyCTh OHA JIFOOUT U MOYUTAET TOJIHKO €T0 — CBOETO MOBEJIUTEISI, CBOETO O0ora, TapuTes CUibl!

Konayn cranm coGuparbcsi B Jopory. 3aclelmi, 3aronajl KOMbITAMH 1O TIMHSHOMY IOJIY.
bepexHO yIOXKHI B MEIIOK aMyYJIEThl, CBOM JIOOMMBIA MYTHBIM IIAp, 3aBEPHYThIE B TPSMHUIIBI
MOPOUIKH, MyYKH BBICYIIIEHHBIX TPaB, CTPAaHHBIC, HEECTE CTBEHHO U30THYTHIE KOCTH.

— Coobwupatics! Ckopo mnonHoyb. He yBuJIeB Hac B >KEpPTBEHHOU Tieliepe, 3araH MOXKET
HABEJIaThCs CIOJIA.

— Kr0 Takoy 3ToT 3araH, ¥ 4eM OH TaK CTpAlleH? — JICHUBO cupocuna OHUKCHS, HEXOTA
3aBOPAYMBASICH B XaJIaT.

— DTO OmMH U3 JAPEeBHUX OOroB-AeMOHOB... OH Jam MHE CHIY, U S TOKIISIICS €My
CIYXUTh... — KO3JIOHOTM TOPOILIMBO OCMOTpEI XNKUHY. — Bpoze, Bce... [lopa! MbI gomkHbI Ha
BpPEMSI CIIPSATATHCS.

— A notom?

— Ilorom? MsI 3aBoroem BCro 3emuto! S 3aBnafer0 TakUMU TAIMCMAHAMHM, YTO CMOTY
MoMepuThes cuinaMu ¢ camum Asarorom! Ho BHawane cokpymnry Huamarapa u 3aBnanero Kauron
Yepubix Bpar!

W nBa cTpaHHBIX U CTPAIHBIX CYILECTBA BBIIUIM U3 MOJYpPa3BaIUBIIEHCS XUKUHBI, YTOOBI YXKe
HHUKOIJIA B HEEC HE BEPHYTHCH.

— 3necb! — KoHaH yka3zaJl Ha TEMHOE OTBEPCTHE, CIUBAOUIMECS C TEHSMHU, KOTOPHIE
OKYTBIBAJIA TOPY.

Bpykkuc Moiiua cMOTpen Ha BXOJI B IIELIEPY.

JIBa HEOOJIBIIMX yTeca CTOSUTH MO OOKaM, Kak 4acoBble. 3moMaHHbBIE IMHUY HABUCIIMX CKAJl
HaBeBajiu TpeBory. Mcuesaromiee 3a ropoil COJHIIE, Ka3ajloCh, HABCErJa MPOILAIOCH C JIFOJbMH,
JIEp3HYBIIMMHU Ha 3aKare mpuexarb B 3TH Aukue Mmecta. Conuarel, ONBITHBIE, 3aKajJeHHbIE B 005X
BOMHBI, YyBCTBOBAJIU ceOs JAEThbMHU, 3a0paBIIMMUCS Ha CIOP HOYBIO B 3a0pOLICHHBIA JOM C



IIPUBUICHUSIMH.

JIBaanarh BCaJHUKOB, MYITIMBO O3UPAsCh, COMWIKMCHL B Kydy, OOpMo4a MOJHMTBBEL bBpykkuc,
ocMmarpuBasi OKPECTHOCTH, IIBITAJICS IIOHATh, YTO K€ €My 3JeChb Tak He HpasButrcia. Hy, ma —
MEPTBBIM pacnagoK, MO KOTOPOMY OHM IpPUEXaJd, U MO KOTOPOMY KOIZA-TO TEKJIa pedka... B
ObUIbIE BpEMEHA Beceloe >KypyaHue BOJbI 3Bydasio B 3THMX MecTax. Ho Bwicoxna peuka... He mo
cepaly 37emHuM JTyxaMm Obuia ee necHs! M HaBanuiace, HaOpocuiach Ha OKPECTHOCTH BsI3Ka,
THETYyIAsl TUIIMHA. Beicocana XW3Hb M3 JIEPEBbEB — OCTAJIUCh TOJIBKO THHUIOIME KOJOABI 1A
TOJIbI€, MEPTBBIE BETBU JABHO 3aCOXIIMX BEJIMKAHOB. BbIrHaIa NTHUIl, YTO MECHIMH TPEBOXKWIIA €€
— CYMpPauHYyI0, TAsUIyKOCs; pa30TrHajia 3Bepei... TONbKO JETy4re MBI, 3TH MAJICHBKHE BAMITUPHI,
TYT YYBCTBYIOT C€0sl MPUBOJILHO — OONEMUIA OKPECTHBIE CKajbl, MEP3KUMHU TPO3JbIMH BECAT Y
BXOJla B MeElEpy. A CKOJIbKO UX BHyTpu? Tam, Kyma He 3amisbpIBacT COJHIE, IJI€ LAPUT BEYHas,
BA3Kas, TyiaKas Tema?..

TpeBora 3aMeranach B miazax OecCTpalllHOTO KamuTaHa. MpauyHbIi pacnaJok HpUBEI UX K
ATOU rope, NOXOKENW Ha MOTWIIbHBIA KypraH — Ha OTPOMHBIN, HACBIIIAHHBIA JABHO WCYE3HYBIIMMU
TMTaHTaMM MOTWJIBHBIN KypraH. I Tam BHYTpH, KyJa UM HY>KHO WJTH, JIEKAT, BEPHO, THUIOIIME
KOCTH JABHO YMEPIIMX BEJIMKAHOB.

Mpauno, ctpammHo BOKpyr! He 3psi KOHM XpUIAT U BOJIHYIOTCS. YMHBIE KUBOTHBIE — OHH
YYBCTBYIOT HM3BpalCHHYIO NpUpoAy 3Toro Mecrta. OHU YyBCTBYIOT cMepTh. Jla, mmMeHHO Tak!
CMmepth! BpyKKHC OTrpOMHBIM YCHUIIMEM BOJH CIEPKUBall KPHUK, PBYUMUCS HU3HYTPU, U3 TIIYOUH
€CTECTBA YEJIOBEKA, CTOJIKHYBILETOCS C MEPTBSIIMM Y)KAaCOM HEECTECTBEHHOIO.

CounHIle TaBHO CeJI0, U paclajoK OKyTala ayiHas TbMa. KoHaH, HaxMypuB OpoBHU, 32 lyMUHBO
CMOTpEJ Ha YepHOE KepJio nemepsl. Bcnomunan BuaeHus, HaBessHable Kuuroit. bpykkuc, g0 0onu
CXKaB YEIIOCTH, TBEPAOM PYKOM — MOKA €Ie TBEPAOW — CIEPKHUBAI PBYLIETOCS MPOYb KOHS.
Conparsl 1mo3agyd TPOMKO MOJHUIIMCh, HEKOTOPBIE YUTAIM OXPAHUTEIIBHBIE HATOBOPBI, APYTHE
PYTaJliCh, MBITAICh THEBOM MPOTHATH HABAHMBIIMNCS OTPOMHONM TEMHOM TJIBIOOM CTpax.

Haxe Konan dyBcTBOBasl HesiCHYO TpeBory. CaMa MECTHOCTb, MpAayHbIil, MEPTBbIN Me3ax
HaBeBaJIM O0E3BICXOHYIO TOCKY U JISJICHSIIMI, 3Meeil 3amo3atonmii B IyIIy yxKac.

— MBI JOJKHBI TyAa UATU? — TOJIOC KallUTaHa MPeaaTeabCKu IPOTHYIL.

— Jla, — cka3an KoHaH.

— Hoxnaemcs yrpa?

— Jymaemb, yrpom TaM OyaeT cBemiiee?

— YTpoM OyaeT cBeTiee B HAIMX AYyIIaX. ..

Tosbko ceityac Konan 3aMeTnil, kak ucnyransl conaarsl. Kak TpeBokHO pxkyT jomanu. Kak
TIIETHO MBITAETCS OOPOTHCS CO CTPAXOM €TO CTaphlii COOYTHUIBHUK — KanmuTaH bpykkuc.

— HoueBarb B TakoM MeCTE €l XyKe, YeM UITH B nenepy! Thl yBepeH, 4To 32 HOUb COJIJIAThI
HE MPEBPATIATCS B UCITYTAHHBIX MBILLIECH ?

— Te1 paB, kummepuen! — BpyKKHUC CKpUITHYI 3y0amu.

3aremM OTKaUUISICA U CYpPOBBIM TOJI0COM OTJAJI MPUKA3:

— IIpurotoBsre dakensl! Mbl eieM B HEIIEpY.

[lenmouka BCaJHUKOB, ITOHYKAas JIOIIAAECH, Bb€Xaja MO TEMHBIE CBOIBL. [[JIMHHBIA U y3KUU, KaK
HOpa OTPOMHOM 3M€H, TOHHEb YXOIUJI B CaMyI0 TITyOb 3eMiid. HakioH ObUT Tak BEIWK, YTO JIOIIATN
CIIOTBIKAJIUC.

— KusHych, 3Ta aplpa BeneT MpPsIMO B NPEUCHOIHIOK, — MPOBOpYaAl bpyKkuc, TIIETHO
NBITAsICh PA3ISAETh YTO-TO B KPOMEIIHOW ThME, HEXOTs OTCTyHarolel nepea pakenamu.

— A Hazaa-To BeIOEpeMcsa? — MPOBOpYAN KTO-TO U3 coijiar. — KoHu OyayT CKOJIb3UTb. ..



— Bribepemcs, — Oypkuyn Konan. — Eciu B )KUBBIX OCTaHEeMCH. ..

Hakonen, cnyck npekparuiics. OTpsa Tenepb ABUTAJCS MO POBHOM MOBEPXHOCTU. B cTeHax
CTaJIU MOSABISATHCS TEMHbBIE MPOBAJIbl — HEOOJIbIIME TENephl; UHOTIA ObUT BUICH UX KOHEI, HHOTAa
TOJIBKO ThMa YXMbUISUIach coJijiaraM u3 0e30HHON HOphL. UM Ka3anoch, YTO U3 TEMHOTHI KaxJ0T0
OTBEPCTHUSI CMOTPAT 3J00HBIE >KeNnThle IMa3a. KoHaH AEMCTBUTENBHO HECKOJBKO pa3 yBUJET
MEJIbKHYBIIIME B NIyOMHax oroHbku. Ho Obi1u 1u 3TO (docdopecuupyronme miaza 4yaoBUIN UIU
OTCBETHI BKPAIIJICHUW KBapla, CKa3arh TPYIHO.

Bbpykkuc, nmoxoxe, Takke 3aMETHIJI MEJIbKaHHE B OOKOBBIX TOHHENSAX. U TOXKe mpomoitdaln — HU
K 4YeMY HArOHSITh CTPAXy Ha M TaK JOCTATOYHO MCIYTraHHBIX JIIOJIEH.

Bribpanuce B 6osbiiyto nemepy. CTyK KOMBIT HCKa)KEHHBIM 3XOM OTPa)Kajcs OT JaJIbHUX CTEH.
Kazanocs, HaBcTpeuy enet apyroi, ropasno 6oaeinmii otpsa. Mnu cras... TabyH keHTaBpoB. Miu. ..

Konan nomgusan pyky. Congarsl ocTaHOBWIHCH. Dakenbl 4Yaauid, TEHW METAINCH O YIIIaM,
WIla MecTa, rae cupsararbea. Her, 3To He Ta memepa... Brnepea! Otpsan TpoHyICs, U 3XO BHOBb
HATOJIHUIIO MOJA3EMENBE CTPAHHBIMU 3ByKaAMU.

— Kak nomymaro, kakast HaJl HAMH TSKECTh... — MpoIIenTail bpykkuc, — Hy, €Ciu pyxHeT?!
— DTOoM neuiepe ThICs4M JeT! — CroKoWHO cka3zall Konan. — Yk ecnu panbiie He pyxHynal..
— ThI Bcerma HaxXoIMIb OTBET, KUMMEpPHUEI! — C pa3IpakeHUEM MPOAOJHKAIl KalmMTaH. — bl

YTO K€ — HUYETO HUKOT/IA HEe OOUIIILCS?
— beIBaeT no-paznomy, — ycmexnyics Konas.
— A BOT celiuac? — He YHUMAJICS KalluTaH.
— Yto ropa pyxaet — He 0010Ch. J[pyroro 601och...
Bbpykkuc npucnymancs. 9xo ucuesno. [lon konbitaMu KoHEN ObUT MEJKHUH 1€ COK, DY BN

mard. Bnepenu onare TOHHENb. [[MWHHBIA, W3BWIMCTBIA, 3j0Benmii. Benynmin — kyma? B
npeucnogHw? B camoe nekno?
— Yero xe 1ol Ooumbess, Konan? Yero? — kammTaH TsOKENO, ¢ HATYroW aeimai. Bo3myx,

Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAJ TSATYYUM U BSI3KUM, KaK CHPOIL.

— Toro, 4to k€T Hac B nemepe. .. Toro, uro nokasana Kaura.

— DOrta xaura?! Jla He npucHmwiock 1 Tebe?! — Bbpykkuc Tepsn camoobOnaganue. — Ham
HY)XKHO ObUTO Oekarb! bexxarb B JIpyryro CTpaHy, a HE JIe3Tb B HEJpa TOpbl, MOTOMY YTO TakK
nokasana kaura!!

Conparel yCHbIIAIM UCTEPUUHBICE HOTKH B TOJIOCE KOMaHAUPa U HEIOYMEHHO 3arOMOHMIIA. A
Konan HeoxnpaaHHO HaoTmamb yaapuil bpykkuca. KanutaH mokadHyincs, HO YCUIENT B CEIJIE.
Otpsan ocranoBuica. HukTo He mpousHec HU cioBa. THIIMHY Hapylaao TOJBKO PKAHUE JIOMIAAECH
11a TSDKEJI0E, XPUILIOE AbIXaHue bpyKKkHca, MEUIEHHO BBIHUMAKOIIETO U3 HOXKEH MEY.

Conpnatel 3aBoJHOBaIMCh. HU kK yeMy ceiiuac ccopa U cxBaTka JAByX KoMaHaAupoB. He k mecry.
He B 3TOM MpauHOM NOI3EMEIIBE 3aTEBATH CBAPY. ..

IIpocteie BomHbl npu3zHanu Konana keM-Tto Bpoie aramaHa. Kanutan bpykkuc —
HAa3HAYEHHBIA KHs3eM HadalbHUK, KOHaH — MoJYaquMBO BBIOPAHHBIA JUJEP, MOPA3UBIIMI
HAEMHHUKOB HE TOJBKO CHJIOW U MCKYCCTBOM BJIQJICHUSI MEUOM... YMEHHE OBICTPO OIIEHUTH
CUTyallUl0, B CYUTAHHbIE MTHOBEHHSI TPUHITH BEpPHOE, MYIAPOE pelIeHue, abdCOIIOTHOE
XJIQJIHOKPOBHE B TO BPEMS, KOIJIA J1a’KE OIBITHBIE BOMHBI TEPSIOT TOJIOBY — 3TH KauyeCTBA MOJIOAOTO
BapBapa-KUMMepHUIIa ObICTPO CHUCKAIN YBaXKEHUE COJIIAT.

— Ceituac He BpeMsi! — KPHUKHYI KTO-TO, U OCTAJIbHBIE COMIACHO 3aKUBAJIH.

KoHaH CITOKOMHO CMOTpEN B IPOCTHBIE MIa3a KanuTaHa. OH HE IPUTPOHYIICS K PYKOSATH M€EYa,
Oylmydd yBEpEH, 4YTO YCIEeT BBIXBATUTh OPYXKHE Jake IOCJE€ TOro, Kak Tpy3HbId bBpykkuc



3aMaxXHETCH.

— JlagHo, KUMMepHel, — KalmuTaH C TPYIAOM OBJajena co0oil. — Mbl K 3TOMY BepHEMCS
MO3XKeE.

OH pe3KuM JBUKEHUEM 3aIBUHYI M€Y B HOXKHBI.

— BepHewmcsl, ecnu OyzieM >KUBbI, — ycMexHyscs KoHaH.

Hanpstxenue cniano. Kro-To W3 coimar OTOyCcTHI CabHYIO HIYTKY. [pyrue 3axoxoranu c
oOJieryeHreM, CMEXOM BBITECHSISI INTyOOKO 3aceBimii cTpax. Konan xiomnyn bpykkuca no mnieuy.

— Tenepsb cTano Becenee?

— TbI qymMaemb, s UCHYyrajcs TOTO... O YEM Thl TOBOPUII? — MPOLEINII KATIUTAH.

— Tak MHe OKa3anochk.

— Wmenno! Tebe nmokasza... O 6oru! Yro 310?!

ITon 3emiiel paszpancs TYIKWAM, OPOTSKHBINM, TOCKJIMWBBIA BOM. (CJIIOBHO COTHSI BOJIKOB
CTOBOPWJIACH U 3aresyia CHEeTh OAHY MECHI0. PyKaHWe MCIyraHHBIX JIOMIAAECH Ha MUT €€ 3anIyIIuJIo,
HO KOTIJIa JIFOIM YCIIOKOWJIW HUCITYTAaHHBIX )KMBOTHBIX, OHM BHOBb YCJIBIIIAINA 3TOT KYTKUU 3ByK. OH
TSHYJICS, KaK HECKOHYaeMasi OCEHHSS HOYb BO BpEeMs HOWIEra B IIOJIE Ha XOJOJHOM BETPY.
Hespipazumasi cmepTHasg TOCKa HaJphiBaja AyIly, IPOHUKAJIIA B MO3T, KaK paCKAJICHHAs UIVIa MOJ
HOITH, KaK ylap KHyTa o oOHaxkeHHbIM HepBam. CoiijiaThl 3aTblKaiu ylm. MHoOrue najaaid u ¢
BOIUISIMH KaTaJlMCh MO 3eMJie. bpyKKHC miakan HaB3phll, CKJIOHUBIIMCH K IIE€ JIOMIAAW, B CTpaxe
npsparomer ymamu. KoHaHy Iokasanoce, 4To Ha IUIEYM €My NOJOXKWIM OTPpOMHBIM BainyH. He
XBaTaJIO CUJI AEPKATh €10, TAKON HETMOABEMHO-TSKENBINA, TBEPABIHN. . .

[lemepa HamoaHWIACh BOIUIAMH, PBIJAHUSMHU M CTOHAMHU. A BOM MPOAOJIKAN BBITATMBATh
Iylly, C)KUMarb, CMHHATh JKEJIE3HBIMH TaJbI[aMU CEPALE, PBaThb MO3L OCTPbIMU KPIOYbIMU
Y’KacHBIX 3BYyKOB. Coijarbl OMJIMCh TOJIOBAaMHU O KaMHU, HEKOTOPBIC, HE BbIIEPXKAB HANPSIKCHUS,
Opocanuch Ha ME€4H, HAJIESICh B CMEPTH HAWTH U30aBJICHUE OT U3OIIPEHHON MBITKU.

3ByK MpeKpaTuiics Tak K€ BHE3AMHO, Kak W Hadajcsa. CIIOBHO KTO-TO BBIOMJ por y TpyOaua,
BO3BEIIABIIETO y)Kac M cMepTh. KoHaH ¢ Tpymom mpuinen B ceOs, MOTPSAC TOJIOBOM, MPOTOHSS
OCTarku HEUMOBEPHOM TshKeCcTH, U omnmanencs. [loBcrony Bamsuce Tpymbsl cosigar. dakeisl,
BBIMABIIME M3 OCIA0EBIIMX PYK, MOTyXald OAuH 3a ApyruM. KpoBb 3anmBana Mecok, yke He
BIIMTHIBASICh, 3aCThIBAJIa TEMHBIMU JIyKamu. Jlomiaau CTOSUIM CMHUPHO, TOJIBKO VYIIM MX
OecnpecTaHHO MIEBEIUIINCH, YyTKO YIIaBJIMBas MajeHIle MOCTOPOHHUE 3ByKU. 3HAYUT, BOM yOUBas
TOJIBKO JTtozei! Myunii, CBOuII ¢ yMa U yOUBAlJl.

Konan mnomHsy HeCKOJIbKO (pakesioB, ykpenwi B pacuienuHax. Crano cBewmiee. Tenepb
CJIEIOBAJI0 OCMOTPETH cojaar. Moxet, kTo-To eme XuB... C dakenom B pyke, KoHaH omuHOKO
Oponui1 cpeii MEPTBEIIOB.

Bor nexut xanutan bpykkuc... OCTekJIeHEBIME 1a3a CMOTPST C YKAacoM H... ykopoM. U3-
1ol pedpa TOPUUT PYKOSTh KUHKana. Pyka ctaporo BomHa ObUla Tak CUJIbHA, YTO KJIMHOK MPOOHUI
KOJIBIYTY, KaK HE pa3 MpoOMBaj KOJBIYTM BparoB B cpaxeHusx. [lociemnnuit ymap ObIBagoro
HAEMHHUKA. ..

Jlanblile OKpOBaBIICHHBIE TEJIa HECKOJBKUX COJAaT — B HECTEPIIMMOM yXKace OpOCHIINCh OHU
Ha MEUYW, BEpHO CHykuBImMe UM B 0osix. Eme nameie... Yto 310?! YV HEKOTOPBIX OTPYOJIEHBI
roiioBel! KoHan 1m0 Oonu cxkan demtoctu. OHM «momoraiu» apyr apyry! Bouctuny, O6ezymmue
OBJIAJIENIO JIFOAbMHU. . .

Tuxuii cToH pa3gancs B BaTHOW TUIIMHE, MOIOTUBIIEH nemepy. Konan murom o6epnyncs. Tak
U €CTh — ofuH XuB. JIoO pa3ouT o kameHb. Bee sicHo: Ouiics rosioBoi U ycren noTepsiTh CO3HaHUE
pexe, YeM pacKojoi cede yeper.



— YT0 3T0 OBLIO? — MPOCTOHAT HAEMHUK, C MOMOIBI0 KOHaHa NOIHUMAsACh HAa HOTH.

Kummepuen nonaro Mmomyain. XMypsich, IEpeBsi3ai CONAATY TOJIOBY.

— Inay 3arana, — cka3ail OH, HaKOHEII.

Haemuuk — 3Banum ero Kynrap — cmorpen Ha KoHaHa HENOHMMAKOIMMH [Ia3aMHu
ONIYILIEHHOTO YEJIOBEKA.

— Kuura rosopuna 06 stom... HeBaxxno! Ham crnexyer mockopee coOparbcst U TpOTarbecs B
IIyTh, MOKA... — KoHaH ¢ nocamon 3aMoiyai, a coiafar Tak U HE PEIMIICS CIPOCHUTh, YTO UMET B
BUJTy ’TOT MOTYYH BapBap, BICTOSIBILMI IPOTUB CTPAILIHOTO BOSI.

[TomarsiBasice, Kyntap Tapaumiics B TEMHOTY, CJIOBHO YBUJIET TaM HEUTO 3aHSTHOE.

— V¥ MeHs B m1a3ax A0 CUX OP UCKPHI IUIALIYT. .. — OObSBUJI OH, HAKOHEIL.

KoHaH BCTpsIXHYJ €ro ¥ CypOBO INISIHYI B I71a3a.

— Bribepu aByx somaneid, oHM MoBe3yT Nokjaaxy. OcTalbHBIX HalmpaBb OOpaTHO, s AyMalo,
OHU HAWAYT JOpory 1oMoi. .. [Toropannusarics!

Conpar nob6exan x xuBoTHbIM. CaMm KoHaH coOpan 3anachl NUIM U BOJBI, CBS3aJl B OXaIlKy
3anacHbeie (akenbl. C TpycThiO MOCMOTpPENl Ha NOruOnmx TtoBapuileid. HeT BpeMeHu wux
NOXOPOHUTH... HyxHO cneumts. HyXHO ycmeTp K 3TOMYy OOTy-I€EMOHY, IOKa OH OIATh HE
«3amtakamy... K 3arany! Tak ObU10 CKa3aHO B KHUTE.

Ko3znonoruit simepuiiei BIoia3 B paciieinHy, COBEPIIIEHHO HE3aMETHYIO CO CTOPOHBL. Mur — u
€ro KOIbITa CKPBLUIUCHh B TEMHOM OTBepCTUH. OHUKCHUS C TPYAOM MPOTUCHYIIA MEXTY KaMHEW CBOe
CTaBIlle€ TAKUM OOJIBIIIMM TEJIO.

— CKopo 3Ta HOpa pacIUMPUTCS... — XpUMET KOJIAYH, — 5 3HAIO... ObIBAJI 3/I€Ch pAHbBIIE... B
KOHIIE OyZleT yroTHas Ielepa. ..

Onukcusi OblIa TOTOBA XKUTh TJE YIOAHO, JIUIIH Obl TTOBEIUTENb JapUil €il JII0OOBb U JIACKY.
[Iycts B memepe. OHa moii3na 3a CaTUPOM, U HO3JPHU €€ TPEeleTalld, YAaBlIUBas TAKOW POAHOM,
TakoW BOCXUTHUTEIbHBIN, YapylolMid 3BepuHbIi 3anax. OHa, KOHEYHO, TIOMHIJIA, KaK HEHaBUJIENa
3TO 3amax pasbie. CmemHo u niyno! OHa Obula TIpocTO JIypoukoi! bosimack cMOTpeTh B Iiasza
yOuTBHIM OJIEHsIM... He xoTena HMUYero 3HaTh O pachpaBax UM Ka3HsSIX, KOTOPhIE BEpIIAI €€ OTell...
I'myneiika! Her Hudero Oosee ymouTeNbHOTO, Y€M 3aCTHIBIIMNA yXac M CMEPTHAasl TOCKA B IVIa3ax
youtoro Ttoboi cymecrBa!l Her Oosbliero HaciakIeHHs, YEM NMPUUYUHEHUE HECTEPHUMOW 00U
apyromy!

— S mpousHecy OXpaHUTENbHBIE 3aKJIWHAHWS, W HAC HUKTO HE HAWAET, — KOJIyH
3a00pMOTaI HEMOHSATHBIE CIOBA HA CTPAHHOM, YY>KOM SI3bIKE.

OH yKe BMOJI3 B MEIIEpy U Tenepb 3a00TuiIcs 0 6e3onacHocTu. Kak yMeH, Kak MOTYY U BEJIUK
ee mopenuTelb! Kak xopomo on naxaet! Kak cuiabHo oH ee mobut! Kakoe HacnaxaeHue napurt!
Onukcus ocMoTpenia mnemepy. BrioaHe XxBaruT Mecta AJisi 0€CKOHEUHBIX JIFOOOBHBIX yTex! 31ech,
DIyOOKO MMOA 3eMJIei, oHa OyIeT HaclaXkaaTbes Jiackamu rocnoguHa. Ho... Beap camoe Oolibloe
HACJIAXKICHUE — MPUUYUHSATH 00JIb IPYTUM. ..

Omna Bapyr mpejacraBuia, Kak KPpUYUT €€ Bo3ntoOneHHsbli!.. Kak MeueTcs oH, He 3Has, Kyaa
JeBaThCsl OT Y)KacHOM HecTepnmuMon Oomu!.. A oHa — Takas OoJiblliasi Temepb, Takas CHJIbHas!..
OHa MOXET MOJY4UTh OT HETO, CBOETO MOBEJIMTEIIS, ATO Yapyrollee HacaaxaeHue... Ho He ceityac.
MoxeT OBbITh, TIOTOM. ..



Konan u Kynrap cnenmiu m3BuiaucteiMu xonamMu K JKeprBenHou nemepe. Hecmotrps Ha To,
4YTO HEJpa TOpbl NPEACTABISUIM COOOW HacTosAumid j1abupuHT, KoHaH J€rko HaxoAws HYXHOE
HanpasieHne. Kuura n Huamarap Benu ero. beckoHeuHble moA3eMHBIE 3aJIbl, OOJIBIIME U Majble
NELIEphl, MEPEXOIbl, HOPbI, OTBETBICHUS — U, HAKOHeEl, KOHaH OCTaHOBWIJCS Iepen rpyoo
00paboTaHHOI apKOM.

[Tono6uie KOJIOHH, MOMYCTEPTHIE JIMKU JIPEBHUX OOTOB, JPAaKOHBI C OOIOMaHHBIMHU KpPBUIbSIMHU
— HEU3BECTHBIA MEPBOOBITHBIA CKYIBITOP HE ObLT O0JBIIMM MacTepoM. Winu, MoxeT ObITh, B T
BpEMEHa He IpUAaBail 0Co00ro 3HAYEHUs PEATUCTUYHOCTH n300paxeHuil. Kak Obl TaM HU ObLIO,
HO KoHaH 3Han, 4TO CTOMT Ha MOpOre TOM CaMOW MeEIIephl, TA€ HAXOAUTCS aiaTapb, 00arpeHHbIN
KPOBBIO 0€CUMCIIEHHBIX )KePTB. [ 16 OKUIAET ero y:xacHoe 00KeCTBO.

— Konen nyudme ocraButh 31ech, — KOHaH cremmuics M Ha BCAKUU CIIydald CTPEHOXWUII
nomanb. [logokaan, moka To ke cuenaet ucnyranusii Kynrap. KuBHyn emy Ha 3anacHble (paKebl.
B nemepy naru He XOTeNoCh.

Kynrap ¢ mepeBsi3aHHOM TOJOBOM MOXOAWJI Ha ypokeHNa nainekoro Mpanwucrana. Ilossska
HaroMHHaJa CTOJIb JTIOOUMYIO FOXKaHAMU YaJMy.

KoHan ¢ MpayHOl 3ayMUHMBOCTBHIO MOCMOTPEN Ha cojijara. XyJIolaBblid, HO KPEIMKUH, ria3a
TEMHBIE U KaK OyATO HEMHOTO packockie... bopona yepnas. HaBepHoe, 1eliCTBUTEIBHO IOKAHKH. ..
Her Bpemenu paccripanmBars. .. /[a ¥ He CTOHUT.

KumMepuen maBHO IOHSUI, YTO JY4YIE HE pacCHpalldBarb TOBAPHUILIEW O NETAX U JKEHAX, O
POIHBIX MeCTaxX... Jla u caMmOMy HE JEIUThCA COKPOBEHHBIM. YBBI — TaKOBa XKWU3Hb. [[py3ei myuiie
HE 3aBOIUTH — CJIUIIKOM TSKEJIO UX TEPSTh.

KoHnaH B310XHYII, BCIOMHUB Xenara.

Her, nyuie HUKOTO He moAanmyckarh K cede Onu3ko... CeromHst Apyr >KUB, a 3aBTpa — HET.
3ayeM B3BaJMBaTh Ha ceds Takyio TspkecTh? Jlydmie ObITh omHOMy. Tak 4TO OH He OyaeT
paccnpanmBarbk Kynrapa o ero pomune. IlycTh OH OCTaHETCA NMPOCTO COJAATOM, HAEMHHKOM.
BpeMeHHBIM CITyTHUKOM.

Tyr Konany npunuio B ronosy, uro Kynrap He 0o0s3aH 1€3Th 32 HUM B IacTh K 3TOMY OOry-
JIEMOHY, KOTOPBIN, BEPOATHO, XAET ceiluac B neuepe. [loxoke, 4To cinyx0a OXpaHHUKOB KHSIKHBI
3aKOHYMJIACh C TUOENBIO UX OTPsAa U KaluTaHa.

IOxanunH crosnn nepen KoHaHoM, Kak nepes HadyalbHUKOM, OKHMJAsl PACHIOPSKEHUN. A Belb
OHM 00a — MPOCTO COJAATHI OXPaHbl, HAEMHUKH. . .

— Kynrap, — cka3an KoHaH, — Tbl MOXEIIb BEpHYThCA Ha3al. MHE chaercsi, 4TO TBOSA
CiIyk0a y KHA351 KOHYEHa. ..

Conpar momuan. KoHaH mocmoTpesn Ha JpakoHOB ¢ OOJIOMAaHHBIMU KpBUIbSIMH, MOYECAl
1oa00POJIOK.

— KuskHy MBI HE cnaceMm, 3TO s 3HaK0 TOYHO. Ee yxe He crmactu. Y MeHs Tenepp Apyroe
3a7laHue. . .

— Kakoe? — B TeMHBIX I71a3aX I’KaHUHA HUYETO HeJb3s1 ObUIO TPOYECTh.

— To, xoropoe nan mHe Humamarap, u nokaszana Kuura. Mos ciayxba B OXpaHe TOXe
3aKOHYMJIACh, KaK M TBOsI. Tak 4TO Thl CBOOOJIEH.

Conpar mo-npexxnemy Momadan. Konan momyman, uro Kynrtap MoxeT cuecTb, OyaTO €ro
IIPOTOHSIIOT.



— S Te0st HE TOHIO, — YTOYHUJI OH. — MoKelllb UATH CO MHOM. Sl MpOCTO X0uy CKa3arh, YTO
THI CBOOOZICH B BEIOOPE.

— Sl moiiay ¢ To00i1, — pOBHBIM ToI0COM: ckazan Kymrap.

— Xopomo, — KuBHYJI KoHaH, — HO ITOTOM HE Kaayucs.

MeuuTh ganbiie ObLIIO HEBO3MOXHO. bor-nemMoH He Jto0uT kjarh... KoHaH moBepHYICS U
penmTeNbHO 3amaran K. apke. [lo3aau cnsimanock apixanue Kymrapa.

JKepTBeHHas memepa OKa3ajliaCb HUYEM HE Jy4lle Ipyrux. Te e CTalakTUTHI, TaKhe XKe
BaJlyHbl, pa30pOCaHHBIE TaM U TYT, BHICOKHUI, HEPOBHBIM CBOJ... TOIBKO MOCPEIUHE BO3BBIIIAICS
IJIOCKHI KaMeHb, YIOKCHHBIM Ha BBICOKMH IocTaMmMeHT. K HeMy Benu rpyOble CTYNEHBKH, I10
KOTOPbIM, HaBEpPHOE, KPEUbl BOCXOAUIW K aiTapro, Belsd 3a COOOW CBSI3aHHYKO KpacaBHILY,
IIPUHOCUMYIO B XKEPTBY...

«CoOcTBeHHO, TOYEMY UMEHHO KpacaBuily? — noayman Konan. — [loueMy Bo Bcex JiereHaax
U CKa3aHUAX B KEPTBY NMPUHOCIT UMEHHO KpacaBull? [louemy Obl HE MPUHECTHU B KEPTBY CaAMYIO
YPOIUTUBYIO, caMyio 0Oe300pa3Hyl0 JACBUILY, WIM, €lle Jydile, ctapyxy? BooOre-to, 0oxecTBy
MOJIOKEHO CaMoe JIydlliee, — MPOJIOJKaI OH Pa3MBIIUISITh, MPUOINKAICH K alTaplo, — HABEPHOE,
IIOTOMY U KE€PTBOBAJIM KPACABUILIAMMU. . .»

N Bopyr Bceu koxkeu, BceM cyiecTBOM KoHaH ouyTui npucyrcTBue 3i1a. ToapKO 4TO memepa
KasaJlach IyCTOM, Jaxke 3a0polieHHONH. MUT — M cTpalHoe, Morydee, 10 OOJIM YYyK0e CYITIECTBO
LApUT B HEW, OAHUM CBOMM CYIICCTBOBAHMEM BCEJSA B CMEPTHBIX HEBBIPA3UMBbIA, HHU C 4YEM
HECpPaBHUMBIA yxkac. KnmMepHen OCTaHOBHUJICA HENAJEKO OT OCHOBAaHUS IOCTaMeHTa. YyTh
103311 3aMep, TsHKEJo Ablia, Kymrap.

TymaHnHO€ 00JIaKO KITyOUIIOCh Ha )KEPTBEHHOM: KaMHE. MEeHsUI0Ch, KOPYUIIOCh, YIIJIOTHSJIOCH B
HEKOE 0/100Ke YesI0BeUeCKOM (PUTypBI.

N TakuMm yx)acom BesI0 OT 3TOTO CTyCTKa JbiMa, 4TO KOHaH HEBOJIBHO OMYCTHUJI TOJIOBY. Jlydiie
HE BUJIETh IOSIBICHUE 3araHa — OMHOTO n3 Bnacturenen JIpeBHOCTH, O KOTOPOM MPEAYIpEKaaia
ero Kaura. YxacHbII JJUK C 30JI0TOM KOPOHOM HA IOJIOBE MEJIBKHYI TOrna nepesn maszaMu Konana
— HaBessHHbIM KHuron u cuiior Huamarapa. Tenepb ke NpeacTosuio BOOUMIO JIMLE3PETh KYTKOTO
Oora 1 060J1€€ TOr0 — MOMbBITATHCS C HUM JIOTOBOPUTHCS.

— I'me moii ciyra? I'ne sxkeHnpHa, BEIOpaHHAss MHOM B KepTBY? — OT 3BYKOB Tojioca 3araHa,
Ka3aJ0Ch, COTPSACAIUCH CBOJIBI MEIIEPHI.

Konan monmssin ronoBy. Ha antape BBICMIIOCH CYILECTBO, BHEIIHE HAIIOMUHAIONICE YEJIOBEKA.
[lypniypHasi mapckasi MaHTHUs, NEpEIUBasCh, HUcCHajada Ha Oypyl0 IMOBEPXHOCTh >KEPTBEHHOTO
kaMHs. [lanblbl ¢ XOJEHBIMU HOTTSIMUA ObUIM YHU3aHbI MEPCTHSIMH, U KaXK]Iblil MEPCTEHb CTOMUJ
LIEJIOTO  KOpoJieBcTBAa. Ha KypuaBOM TOJIOBE TIOKOWJIACH 30J10Tas KOPOHA, YKpallleHHas
JparolleHHbIMU KaMHSAMH HEOBIBAJION BETUUMHBI.

[InaBHO cTymasi, 3araH BEJIMYaBO COILIEJ MO CTYIEHbKaM M OCTAHOBWJICA B JBYX IIarax OT
Konana. TIloBesio MOTWIJIBHBIM XOJOAOM, OyATO MPUOTKPBUIM JBEPh B CTapblil  CKIJIEII.
HemuraronmmMu nazamu naps nocMotpen Ha Kynrapa, 1 TOT pyxHyll, KaK MApHOHETKA, Y KOTOPOH
BHE3alHO nepepe3anu Bce HUTH. Cam KonaH npepxancs: u3 mociegHux cui... Kasamocs, Oor-
JIEMOH CBOMM IMPUCYTCTBUEM BBITSTUBAET TEIJIO U3 TEJa, BBIMUBAET KPOBb, OTOMPAET KU3Hb.

— Sl xmy oTBeTa, — Ha cell pa3 royioc 3araHa ObLT BIIOJTHE Y€JIOBEUECKHUM.

KoHaH BHE3ammHO MOHSJI, OTYETO BHUJ ITOIO CYHIECTBA TaK yKaceH. B nune nemoHa — Ha
MEpBbIM B3I, OOBIMHOM — OBLIO HEYTO, OTIMYAIOIIEe €ro OT JIIOACKHUX Jinil. HecooTBeTcTBuE.
HecoBnagenue. bynro kTo-To coapan koXy ¢ JaBHO yMEpIIEro 4esloBeKa M Hajel Ha cedd. A mof
KOXKEM — IIeBEJIATCS, MOJ3al0T, MBITAIOTCS BRIOpaThesi 4epBu. M BCE — Bce pa3mepsl, MPONOPIHT



— HapyUICHBIL.

— O, Benukwuit 3aran, — 3aroBopui Konan, nepecunus ce0s. — TBo# ciyra npenan tebds! On
3aXBaTWJl JKEHIMHY, HaMEeUeHHYI0 TOOOW B JKepTBY, HO He oTHan ee Tebe. OH caenan ee
J000BHUIIEH, XOUET BBIPACTUTH U3 HEE MOHCTPA U OPOCHUTH BHI30B OOram.

HemuraronmMm 3MeuMHBIM B3MIA0M 3araH BOWicsd B camyio ayuly Konana. 3pauku ero —
0€37I0HHBIE YEPHBIE JIIPHl — 3aCTOHUIN MUp. Wnu 310 noTemMHesno B miazax?

— S BUXKY, cMepTHBIN, 4yTO Teba nocnan Huamarap! Korna-uuOynp Mbl paznenaeMcsi ¢ 3TUM
[JIYIIIOM, CYUTarONmMM cedst ctpaxkeM Bpar! Korna-auOys!..

KonaH nep>kaiicst U3 MOCIEIHUX CHII... YKacHasi, HEMpPeoAoJuMas cuia TAHYIA €r0 K 3eMJIE;
XoTenoch Jiedb Ha KaMHU U, HAKOHEII, OTIOXHYTh. YCHYTh. 3a0bIThCA U HE BUJECTh, HE CIIBIIATH, HE
3HATh...

— Ilomorn MHEe HalTH KO3JIOHOTOTO, — MPOXpHUIIE] KUMMepuel, nafas Ha kojaeHu. He Obu1o
cuil crosATh... Ho Bo3MoxkHO, Oor mousui OTO Kak MposiBIEHUE MOKOPHOCTH, KakK XKEeCT
MIPEKJIOHEHHS.

— Xopoimo. Tsl Oyaens 3HaTh, TA€ OH. ITOT HeOnarogapHbiil pad peumn crpsrarbes!.. Ot
MeHsI! — B Ielepe pa3aajics XOX0T, U CBEPXY MOCKINAINCh HEOOJbIIME KaMHH.

U yxe tepsast cosHanue, Konan yciapmait:

— OH noymkeH ymepeTh Ha 9ToM antape! Ha ceit pa3 on cam Oyzier >kepTBOH. ..

Huuto, xa3anock, B 3TOT Beuep He cynmuiio Oeapl. Ha [lanu3ap omyckanach OnarocioBeHHas
HO4Yb. Ellle OAUH CyeTIUBbIA 3HOWHBIN JACHb KaHYN B JETy. biiaroCcTHbI COH HAJIBUTAJICA HA 3EMIIIO
— CIIOKOMHBIN U m1y0okui. CHuT, ClIaJKo NPUYMOKHUBASL, TOJICTHIA KyNeEl B OOBATHUSAX JIFOOMMOMN
’KEHBI, YCTaJO0 PAaCKUHYJICS PEMECIECHHHK, HACKOPO HACJIAIUBIINCh KXUJIUCTHIM TEJIOM HEMOJIONON
CYIIPYT'H, COMUT BO CHE XyieOomalerl, O0raTbIpCKy XpamuT BOUH, XJI€OHYBIMN 100poro BuHa. CiuT
TPYAOBOM M TOCIYIIHBIA 3aKOHY HaApoOI CJIIABHOIO ropoma. He CapmmT TSHKKOW NOCTyHH
HaJBUTAOILECs Oe/Ibl.

A ecnu Obl 1 ycnbian? Pa3zse cymen Obl ee octaHOoBUTH? Beaps ObUIH U TE, KTO ycabimai. Kro
HE CIAJI... JINXUE JIFOJIU: BOPBI, IPaOUTENIN — CIIBIIIAIH.

[IpOCTUTYTKH C TOpPSYMMU, U3MSATBIMU TEJIaMU HE crajii — ciblmand. Conaarel — Te, 4To
HECJIM BaxTy Ha CTEHaX ropoAa — YCJbIIIAIN IEPBbIMH. . .

['poxoT nmanexoro oOBaia... Tspkenbie ygapbl, OyATO KaMHEM IO KaMHIO, TOJIBKO KaMHH 3TH,
JOJKHO OBITh, OBUTM HE MEHBIIE yTeca... | pOMONonoOHbIA CMeX, JOHOCSIIIMUACS OTKYIa-TO WU3-TI0
caMbIx HeOec... [Ipubmxkenue y:kacHOU Oebl.

Korma Konan ¢ Kynrapom BwiOpanuch u3 mnemepbl, Ha HeOe cusiio conHile. M Takum OHO
MMOKAa3aJI0Ch OCJENUTENIbHBIM, TAKUM >KUBOTBOPSIIAM IMOCIJIE€ TEMHOTHI MTOA3EMEIINM, YTO, IIPOEXaB
coBceM HemHoro, Konan oObsiBun npuiBaj. OCTaHOBUIIMCH HA OMYIIKE XBOMHOIO Jieca, 3€JICHOU
MIEPCTHI0 TTOKPHIBAIOIIETO HEOOJNbIyI0 COMKY. [lyCTHIM mnacTuCh H3rONOAABIIMXCS B TEIepe
jomaseii. CaMu He crela 3aKyCHIIN, 3aT€M CO B3JI0XOM OOJIErYeHUs pacTSIHYIUCH Ha TPaBe.



— Kr0 310 OBLI, B IIEIIEpE?

Kynrap HMKak He MOT MOAABUTH HEPBHYIO JIPOXKb. PyKu, 9TOOBI TpsCyIIMECsS JIaJIOHH €r0 He
BBIJAJIU, IPUIIUIOCH 3aKMHYTH 3 TOJIOBY.

Konan nmpomosuan. Kazanock, OH 3aCHYI, MTOACTaBUB JIUIO COJIHILY.

— 4l NOMHIO TOJIBKO yKac... — MPOAOJKAJ CONAAT. — A KOTJa OYHYJICA — Thl HEC MEHS, KaK
MEIIOK C MYKOH.
— Xouenb coBeT? — KoHaH TOBOpHII COHHBIM TOJIOCOM, HE OTKpbIBas mia3z. — [loesxai B

AKBUJIOHHIO, HATMHCH TaM B OXpaHy M 3a0y/lb O TOM, YTO ThI BUJEN.

— Ilouemy IMEHHO B AKBWJIOHUIO?

— Xopomasa crpaHa... — KoHaH 3aMOJK, M BCKOpPE JbIXaHHE €r0 CTaj0 CIIOKOMHBIM U
POBHBIM.

VYKacHYBUIMCh, KAK MOXKET 3TOT THUTAHT CMAarh MOCJE BCETO MepPexKUTOro, Kynrap 3akppul masa
U JIOJITO JIeXKaJl, TBITAsICh BCIIOMHUTH KYTKHM OOMMK moazemMHoro maps. Ho obpa3 mouemy-To
Hcue3all, pacIlIbIBAJICS, IPOXKaJ, Kak OTpaXeHue B pyAy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3acHyN U Kynrap.

Crnenytoume Heckosibko qHeld KoHan Obul Xxmyp W MomyanuB. OH MOYTH HE JaBaj OT/AbIXa
nomanaM. Kynrap HU 0 4eM He CIpaimBall, XOTsI MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB BEPTEIOCH Y HETO Ha SI3bIKE.
Onu ckakamu k [lanuzapy. Toponunuck Tak, OyATO OT ITOTO 3aBUCENA Cynb0a MUPA.

Bcekope uM ctanmm BcTpeuarbcsi O€KeHIbl. BHauanme OTAeNbHBIE CEMbH, 3aTeéM HEOOJbIIMe
kapaBanbl. [llanu3ap paspymen! berute, ecnu moxere! J[pyriue roBopuiiv, 4To pa3pylieHbl TOJIbKO
CTE€Hbl U HEKOTOphIE IBOPILIbI, B TOM YHCJE ABOpEl] KHs3s-pabotoproBia. CaM KHS3b YOUT —
pa3gaBiieH OTPOMHBIMH JIallaMU YyJOBUIIA. . .

Te, kTO ObUI PAaCHONOKEH MOTOBOPUTH, MOAPOOHO PACCKa3bIBaJIM O HaNaJeHUW Ha TOPO
HEBEPOSATHOM BEJIMYMHBI MOHCTPA, CXOAHOTO BHUJIOM C YEJIOBEKOM, C KEHIMHOW... OHa, HIyTH,
COKPYIIMJIA TOPOJCKHE CTEHBI U, C€S1 CMEPTh U pa3pylIcHUE, ABUHYIACH MO YIMIAM TOpoaa, SIBHO
HANpaBILIAICh K LEHTpPY. Ha ee 4ynoBUILHOM TOJ0OBe, AEpXkKACh 3a pora, CHAE] CTPAHHOIO BHUJA
YEJIOBEK WIIM, CKOPEE, CaTUP M YKA3bIBAJI HAIIPABJICHUE, OT1aBajl IPUKA3HL. . .

Kro-T0 pacckasan, uro catup OyaTo Obl mpeabsBII TpeOOBAHUS CAMOMY MTPABUTEIIO TOPO/a, a
TaKXe BCeM OOraThIM KyIIaM U BEJIbMOXKaM.

HukTO HE MOT TOJIKOM paccKasarh, 4eTo ke TpeOoBas Ko3J0HOTHI. OJTHU TOBOPUIIA — BJIACTH
HaJl TOpoJoM, Apyrue — OorarcTB. Bce MOMKHBI OTAaTh TPU UYETBEPTH CBOMX OOrarcTB —
MPUHECTU UX BO JIBOPELI, IJI€ OH PEIMT MOCEIUThCs... KTo-To yrBepkaal, 4yTo caTtup 3arpedoBai
TPUALATH CAMbBIX KPACHUBBIX JEBYIIEK TOpOAA ISl MIOTCKUX YTE€X, KTO-TO CIIOPHUJI — HE TPULATh, a
Tpucta! A, KpomMe TOro, HaceleHhe o0sg3aHO OBLUI0O KOPMHUTH €r0 OIPOMHYIO KEHY, KOTOpOi
€XeJHEBHO TPeOOBAIOCh HECKOJIBKO OBIKOB MJIU JIECSATKA JIBa OapaHOB.

— I'ne xe Boiicko? — cnpammBain Konas.

— HaemHuuku paszbexanuch, Kak TOJBKO YBUJIETH THUTAHTCKYIO POTarylo KEHILMHY, TPOoYHe
MBITATUCh OOCTpENMBaTh €€ U3 JIYKOB, HO ObUIM TYT K€ pacTonTaHbl. /[a u HE MOIIM CTPEJIbI:
MpoOUTH €€ MIKYpY!..

— Yto MBI OyieM Jenars B ropojie? — crpammBai Kymrap.

— To, utro nmoka3ana MHe Kuura.

— Hanerocs, oHa moka3zana, Kak Of0JIeTh 3TO UYIOBUIHOE CO3JaHUE... — OOpPMOTAaN COJAT,
HE PACCUUTHIBAs HA OTKPOBEHUE TOBAPUIIIA.

K Magn3apy noxbexanu Ha 3akare. [lonmypa3pylmieHHbINM ropo MEJJIEHHO TIOTPYXKaJICS BO TEMY.
B HecKoIbKHX MeCTax TAHYIUCH K HeOy IbIMHBIE CTOJOBI TOXKapoB. OHU 37aHUsI ObUTH pa3pyILCHbBI
710 OCHOBaHUSs, IPYIMe — TOJBKO JIO MOJIOBUHBL. Y HEKOTOPHIX ObUIA MPOCTO COPBAHBI KPHIIIIH.



Jlromu, KTO HE ycmea WM He 3aX0Tell Oekarbh, MOINPATAINCh B HOPBI — B morpeda, B UylaHbI, B
capad. 3JI0BeIas TUILIMHA CTOsJIa HaJl TOPOIOM.

Konan u Kynrap, octaBuB koHel B Onmukaiiiiei poiie, 6eciuryMHO MpoOUpaIuch K KBapTally
peMeCIECHHUKOB. [IeTsis mo 3HakOMBbIM YJIOUKaM, OHHM, HAKOHEII, BBIIUIM K XMKUHE Mxapra,

[opiiieyHUK BCTPETUI UX, IPUIIOKHUB TTAJIEI] K Ty0aM,

— Tc-c, cnur...

— Kro umenHno?

— O6a! [puany crano ropasao ayuiie. JKeHa ero Kakaplii BeUep yKauuBaeT... A sl CUXKY TYT, B
COCEJIHEN KOMHATE. ..

Konan cHs1 malll, OTCTETHY/I MOSC C MEUOM M IIPUCEN Ha IMATKYI CKaMblo,

— Yto TBOpUTCS B roposie? bekeHIIbl pacCKa3bIBaIu Pa3HbIC Y>KACHI. ..

Nxapn npuHec BUHA U xJ1e0a, )KeCTOM MpuIiacui, k ctoy Kynrapa.

— TlosiBunace uynoBuiHas 6adba. Ha rosoBe y Hee CUIUT caTup W IOKa3bIBA€T, UTO U TIJIE
pa3pyumth. CTpenbl ee He OepyT, a B HEro MoIacTh HE MOTYT — CIUIIKOM Bbicoko. [lopa3Banuia
OHa TYT Ky4y JBOpULOB... [[a u nagno! Hac-to nmpocThIX, HE Tporaer!

— Tponer u Bac, eciu €€ He 0CTaHOBUTh! — KoHaH MpauHO IIsSIHY/I HAa pacCKa3vyuKa...

— Cawmo co6oit! [lobepercs u no Hac. Tak BoT. OHU TpeOyroT... MHOTO 4Yero. M aener, u 6a6
11000JIbIIE, ¥ YTOOKI BJIACTh. ..

— 3Haro. Crsblian.

— Hy u... Bce. [loka cuaum, xxjaem, 4To OyJIerT.

Kymrap BeIuI BUHA, 3KMYPHUJICS, CKPUBUIICS U TPOOOPMOTAIT:

— Yro OyneM nenarb, KOMaHAupP?

— Cnarb, — O0pocun Konas.

Wxapr 3acyeTuics U MpuHEC OXalKy CTAPbIX APAHBIX OCSUI, PACCTEIUI UX HA TIOJIY Y CTEHBIL.

HayTtpo ropox kazancst Bce TaKuM ke Oe3IIIOIHBIM. Peikre mpoxokne TOPOIIMBO Iepederain
ot noma k aomy. Konan u Kynrap, He mpsiuach, HO M1 He 0COOCHHO BBICOBBIBAsICh, HAITPABHIIMCH K
IeHTpYy. MHOTHEe ToMa Ka3ajluch MTOKMHYTBIMU, MHOTHE OBUTH pa3pyIICHBI.

— Bon ona! — Bocknuknyn Kynrap, ykassiBasi Ha BOCTOK.

B cBeTe CONHEUHBIX JydeH, BBIIIE CaMOTO BBICOKOTO JBOPIIOBOTO IIIHJIS, CTOSUIA YPOIJIWBAs
BOJIOCaTas KeHIMHa. [[puiypuBImch U 3aCJIOHUBIIMCH PYKOW OT cosiHIla, KoHaH pasmisen Ha ee
T0JIOBE MaJIEHbKOE BEPTIISIBOE CYIIECTBO C KO3JIMHBIMU HOTAMM.

— Mp=1 neiictBuTenbHO Hanwiu ee B [laauzape, — mpobopmotan KoHaH, — kak U TOBOPHJI
3araH.

— JKanb, 4TO OH HE CKa3all, KaK ¢ HeW CpaBUThCs, — npomenTtan Kymrap.

— Tlouemy? On ckazan... M1 Kuura mokazana, B 00mmeM, To ke... ToJBKO clienarh 3To OyaeT
HETPOCTO.

OrpoMHas >KEHIIMHA HarHyjlach W MOIHsUIa YTO-TO ¢ 3eMJin. KoHaH yBHUEN y Hee B Kylake
BEJIbMOXY B POCKOIIHOM ofestHuu. OHUKCHS MOJHECa €ro K IvlazaM M, Ka3aJloCh, BHUMATEIbHO
paccmarpuBaia. BeibMoxka OTUasiHHO KECTUKYIUPOBAJ, KpUYaj U MbITAJCA KIaHSIThCA.

— I'me geBymku i Moero rocnonnHa?! — JOHEC BETEP XPUILIBbIA T0JIOC KEHUWMHBL. — [ e
30JI0TO, cepedpo, kKaMHU?!

Carup Ha ee ToJIOBE MPUILISICHIBAI OT HEroJOBaHMS. 3aTeM Pe3KO MaxHyl PYKOH M 4YTO-TO
KpUKHYJI. OHUKCHSI MEIJICHHO MOJHECIIa 3a)Karoro B KyJIaKe 4YeJIOBeKa K MacTH U OTKyCHUJIa €My
TOJIOBY. 3aTeM IIpHcocajach K 00€3IIIaBICHHOMY Tey, KaK JIEBOUYKa K CJIAJKOMY JISJICHITY, U JOJITO
nuiia KpoBb. [lociie TimarenbHo pa3keBaia 00€CKPOBICHHYIO TIJIOTh U CheJia BMECTE C OJIeKI0H.



Konan tonbko kpsikayn. [Ipsyack B TeHU TOMOB, IBUHYICA Aaibiie. Kynrap 60opmoTan 4To-To
HeonoOpuTenbHOe, HO 1mien cieaoM. CKOpo OHM TOMOIUIM JIOCTAaTOYHO OMU3KO, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATH
BU3IJIMBBIA TOJ0C carupa. BeIKpuKkuBas cTpalHble MPOKJISATHS, OH TpeOoBal 30JI0Ta U JEBYILEK.
Cpoxk gan 1o Beuepa. Ecnu k HouM y Hero He Oynet TpedyeMoro, ero keHa HauHeT pa3pylarh roposu!

BenbMoxu, poOKO CTOSBILME HA TUIOIAIN, TOKJIOHUIIMCHh U OTIPABUIIUCH BOCBOSICH.

— Hxapn noien 1oroBapuBarbes ¢ opyxkeiHukamu, — menHyl Konan Kynrapy, xots u He
coOupa’cs MoCBAATh COJAaTa B CBOM IJIAHBI, I10J1aras, 4To TOT BCKOPE COEKUT.

Opnako Kynrap TeHpro ciegoBai 3a KUMMEPHUHIIEM, PEIIMB, BEPOSITHO, YTO 3TOT HAYAIBHUK
OyzeT Jiydilie, HEXEIU MOKOWHBIN bpykkuc.

— OpyXeHHUKH CETONHSI M3TOTOBAT OoJbIION apbanet, — mponosnkan Konan. — Beuepom
MBI JIOJKHBI OyIeM OTBII€Ub JKCHIIMHY. . .

— Bpsia nu ee yObels ¢ mepBoro paza, — npoTsaHyin Kynrap, misiis Ha TMHTaHTCKYO BOJIOCATYIO
durypy.

— A moToM, — HEBO3MYTUMO Npoaokan KonaH, — MbI 3aXBaTUM KO3JIOHOTOTO U MPUBE3EM
€r0 B TIELIEPY.

Bepnysumcs B xuxkuny Uxapna, Konan u Kynrap noobenanu tem, 4To mociaiud B 3TOT JIEHb
OorH, W BBICTABWJIa HA CTOJ XEHa TopIieuHrKa. J(puaH, XoTsa v ObLT ONEAHBIM, BBIVISIACH BIIOJHE
310POBBIM.

— JKanp, uro TeOe MpHUILIOCH MOHAMPACHY OTAAaTh KpoBb, — B3A0xHYIT Konan. — f Benapb
3HaJ, YTO KHSDKHY HE cnacTh... KHura 3To nokassiBasia.
— TbI gomxeH ObUT MONMPOOOBaTh, — PACCYIUTENBHO CKa3ald MaJIBMUK. — A s Tenepb Oymy

OCTOPOXKHEE, BbI3bIBAsI IEMOHOB.

[Tpumen NUxapn. Xmypuics, nbiTasich TPUJIATh JIUILY CEPhE3HOE U TAMHCTBEHHOE BbIPaKEHHUE.

— K Beuepy Bce Oynet caenano. ApdaieT 0TBE3yT Ha IJIOIIA/b, 3aBaJIUB OapaHbUMHU TYILIAMU.
Crpena Oymer okoBaHa eje30oM U oTpasieHa! Eciu gaxke 3Ty 0a0y HE YOBIOT cpa3y — CIOXHET
noToMm!

Konan Monua 6apabaHui najabliaMu o CTOJTY.

— OJIHO TJI0XO... — TOPIIEYHUK 3aMsuicsi. — HUKTO He commamaercs exarh Ha IJIowamb. ..
KT0-TO Beab JOJKEH yIPaBIATH JOIMABIO. .. U CIIYCTUTh TETUBY. ..

— Hanenutscsa U BBICTPENUTh cMOTY s, — cKazan Kynrap. — HyXHO TOIBKO mepeoneThes
KPECThSIHUHOM.

— Xopomio, — kuBHYI KoHaH. — S Oyny moOnM30CTH U OTBIIEKY €€ B HY)KHBIII MOMEHT.

— ApbOaret mydiie Be3TH HE Ha JIOMIAAH, a Ha ObIKax, — no6asmn dpuan. — Jlomaap MOxeT
ucmyrarscs... A 6pikaM — Bce HumnoueM! Ho um HyxeH noronumk. Jlydiie MmeHst He HaWTH!

— Tonbko He 3a0yab yOekaTh mociie TOro, Kak MpUTOHUIIL OBIKOB! A Jalibllie YK Hallla 3a00Ta.

K Beuepy Bce Obu10 TOTOBO. [lapa CriOKOMHBIX OBIKOB, MOTOHSAEMBIX YEPHOKOKUM MAJIBYUKOM,
HECICIHO Talllijia TEJIEery, JOBEpPXy HArpy)KeHHYI0 OapaHbUMM TYyLIAMH. YTPIOMBIA KpPECThIHUH
BOCTOYHOIO BUJ]a YAHHO BOCCEIal HA TOBO3KE.

Ha nuomanum yxke CTOSIM BEIBMOXHU U OKECTOYEHHO CIOPWIM, OOBUHSS JIpyr Ipyra B
COKPBITMM 4YacTH JAParoleHHOCTEW, NMPUHECEHHBIX B Jap Ko3J0HOroMmy. OrpomHas >KeHUIMHA
NoKHUpaja 3apaHee MPUTOTOBICHHYIO Tymly Obika. Carup paccessHHO HaOmomgan, Kak paobl
IPUHOCAT BCE HOBBIE CYHAYKU ¢ cepeOpom. [loBo3ka, 3anpsbkeHHast 1ByMsi ObIKkaMU, HU Yy KOTO He
BBI3BAJIA YIUBICHUS. MaJIBYUK-MIOTOHIIMK OCTAHOBHJI TEJIErY W HECIEIIHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY.
KpecTpsiHMH OTOpOCHUII HECKOJIBKO OapaHbUX TYII M CTal BO3UTHCA C KAKMM-TO MEXaHU3MOM,
YCTAHOBIICHHBIM Ha TEJIETe. ..



N tyr OHukKCus yBUIEIa OCTPUE CTPENBI, HAIPABICHHOW €l B cepaue. Koznonoruu, takxke
IOYYBCTBOBAB HEJIAIHOE, YTO-TO 3aKpUyall, yKa3bias Ha Kynrapa. BeapMoxu, HUUETro He MOHSB, Ha
BCAKUU cnydall Opocwinch BpacchiiHylo. KoHaH ¢ OOHa)XKEHHBIM MEYOM 3allied CO CIUHBI
YKEHILMHBI-UYIOBUIIA, IPUTOTOBUBIIKCH K ATAKE.

Bce sto mpoumsomnuio B oqHO MrHoBeHue. B ciemytonmii momeHT Kynrap ygapom meda
nepepyousl BEPEBKY, YICPKUBAIOIIYI0O TETUBY apOajiera, W OrpOMHas, Kak omiolnms, crpeia
ycTpeMuiach kK cepany keHumubl. Ho OHuKCHS Kak pa3 HarHyjaach, IPOTATABAs YyJOBUILIHYIO PYKY
K IOBO3KE, M CTpeJla BCETo JUIIb onapanana eu miedo. OcraBaiach HaJekaa Ha 57, HO KOTja ee
OH IMOJICUCTBYET. ..

Konan co Bcero maxy pyOaHyd MO CYXOXKHIHUIO KEHIMHBI — YyTh BbIE TATKU. OHHUKCHUSA
B3peBesia U obepHynack. Y Kynrapa mosiBuiach BO3MOXKHOCTH YHECTH HOTHM, YTO OH M CHeJal
HE3aMEUIUTEIBHO.

N3 pa3BanuH cocelHero 3AaHus 1Mo koMaHje Mxapra (XOoTsi HYXKIbI B KOMaHJIe U HE ObLIO)
BBIOE)KAIM JIYYHUKH U OCBINAIN KEHIMHY Tydel cTpen. HakoHeuHuKu Takke ObUTM OTPaBIICHBI, U
XOTsI OOJIBIIIMHCTBO CTPEJ OTCKOYMIIN, KaK OT KaMHsI, BCE K€ HEKOTOPbIE CMOIJIM CJIeTKa ollapanarb
HIKYPY YyJOBHIIA.

KoHaH B 3TOT MOMEHT yBOPauMBAJICS OT OTPOMHBIX CTYITHEW — KECHIMHA-MOHCTP CTapajach
pa3AaBUTh OIHOTO U3 CBOMX OBIBIIIMX OXPAaHHUKOB, AK€ HE BCIIOMHUB, YTO KOTIA-TO CMOTpEia Ha
Hero ¢ BocxuieHuem! M papyr... Ko3noHoruii He cMoOr yAep:KarbCsl Ha TOJOBE KEHbI, COPBAJICS U
TPOXHYIICSI HA3EMb.

VYBUAEB pacnpoCTEPTOE TEJIO MOBEIUTENS, KEHIIMHA 3aCTOHajla, TOPECTHO BO3JEB PYKH;
MOTOM, OIYCTHUBIIMCh Ha KOJIEHO, OCTOPOKHO TPOHY/Ia KOJayHa manbiieM. He oOparas Oosbiie
BHMMaHUsl HU Ha KoHaHa, HM Ha TEKYIIyl0 M3 paHbl KpoBb, OHMKCHUSA pblIajia HaJ TEIOM
KO3JIOHOTOTO.

Crpenku B CMYIMIEHUH OITYCTHJIM JIYKH. JKEHIIMHA BOPYT 3alIATAIACH, TSKEIIO ONEpIach PyKOU
0 3eMJII0, MEJUICHHO OOBela, MJIOIaJb MOMYTHEBIIMM B30POM U OIYCTHJIACh PSAOM C TEJIOM
BO3MI00NIEHHOTO. M3 mociegHux cuil CBEpHYIach OHAa KIYOKOM, Kak co0aka BO3JIE yMEpILEro
X035IMHA, ¥ 3aKpblia m1a3a. HekoTopoe BpeMs OHa enie Jpliaina — TSHKENO, ¢ HaJCaa0l U XpUIIaMH,
a 3aTeM rpyb €€ 3acThlia, U OTPOMHOE TEJIO PacCiIabUIOCh.

Hpuan miakan, HaOmooas, Kak yMUpaeT OrpOMHas KEHIIMHA PSJOM C TEJIOM JIF0OMMOTO.
Kyntap — u ToT TaiikoM BeITEp ma3a. Jlaxxe KoHaH 4yBCTBOBaJl CTpaHHOE CMYIICHUE, CJIOBHO OH
clenan 4To-TO TaKoe, Yero Jeaarb HE CTOMJIO Obl... I TONBKO BEIBMOXH TOMOHMIIM, BTOPOIISIX
pa3zOupas CBOM COKpPOBHIIIA.

— 3Ha4uT, OOr-IEMOH TaK U HE MOJYyYUJ CBOIO )KEPTBY, — IO/BEN UTOT [[puaH.
MruoBenueM panblie KoHan nmoxpo0OHO pacckaszall HCTOPHUIO IOX0Ja B KEPTBEHHYIO IEIIEPY U
BCTPEYM C 3araHOM.

— He nonyumin... M1 MBI HE 3HaeM, 4TO TENEpPh MOXKET CIyduTbcs, — KoHaH xmypo
IMOCMOTPEJN Ha JKEHY IOPIIEYHUKA, KOTOPasi OMSATh NPUHECHA TO K€ MPOKUCILEE BUHO.
— Moxer, Hajo. .. — Hadas Mxapn, — onsTh che3auTh K DCKuiIaMny? YK OH-TO 3HAET, 4TO K

yemy... UTo-HuOyIb MOCOBETYET. ..
— 51 emy Bce pacckaxy, — nepedut puan. — Eciu neno cepre3Hoe, OH caM npuenet!



Kynrap noceinain xiaed cospro, coOpalics ¢ JyXOM H 3aJI110M BbITUI KPYXKKY BUHA.

— Uto neno cepbe3HOE, — MPOCHUIIEN OH, MEPEKOCHUBIIMCh, — Mbl U TAaK 3HAEM... JTOT
IpEeBHUMN OOT, HE TIOJIYYUB KEPTBY, HAUHET MCTHUTb.

Paznasncs ganekuii ynap rpoma. 3a HUM BTOPOU.

— C rop, HaBepHOe, UJAET rpo3a, — OOpoHMN Mxapm W BAPYr MCHYraHHO YCTaBHWJICS Ha
Konana. B xomMHare noBucia THILMHA.

— Oto0 npocTto rposa! — Konan nmomopumiics.

JlpriaH BBICKOYMII HA YUY U BEPHYIICS 00€CIIOKOCHHBIM.

— MonHuu ObIOT HENPEPHIBHO!

Kynrap nanui eme BuHa. Kak MCTMHHBIM HAa€MHUK, OH HE MOT BO3JCPKMBAThCA, KOTAA HA
CTOJIE CTOSJ LEJbli KyBIIMH. Bce XMypo mpocienwiv 3a HpOLECCOM HANOJHEHUS KPYXKKH.
OT4YETIUBO CIBIIAIOCH XapaKTepHOE OylIbKaHbeE.

Nxapn oTkanumsuics.

— B 3T0 BpeMs rpo3bl HE TaK YK 4acThl... Ml OHM HUKOTAA HE IPUXOIAT CO CTOPOHEI T0P. ..

— He Oynem ymwuparb panbiie BpeMeHu! — KoHaH XoTen ObUIO TOXE€ HalUTh BHHA, HO
BOBpEMsI BCIIOMHUJI MTEPEKOIIeHHYIO (pruznonomuto Kynrapa.

— Hy a xpanurtens kaurun? Kak ero? Huamarap? — ropuiedHuk ¢ HaJexKJI0H CMOTpEI TO Ha
KonaHna, To Ha cBOIO )keHY. — MOXXET, OH TTOJICOOMUT, €CJTH YTO?..

Kummepuren noxxas LMpoOYeHHBIMHU TIJIC4aMH.

— Tw1 Beqs Bce caenal, kak ObUTo Haj0? — He yHumancs Mxap.

— Kuura nokasana, 4To eciv He YOUTh KO3JIOHOTOTO, OH 3axBaTUT MUp... Hangenaer uemyro
apMUIO JKEHIIMH-MOHCTPOB. MUp MBI criaciiv. A A0 Hac 0oram BpsiJi JIU €CTh JeJIO!

Kynrap ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO KHBHYIL.

— boram maBHOe — paBHOBecHE. A HE KU3HU HECKOJIIBKUX YEJIOBEK. . .

Hxapr ¢ yBaX€HHMEM IIOCMOTPEN Ha F0)KaHUHA, N3PEKAOIIETO TAKUE MYNIPBIE CJIOBA.

— Tak MHe TOBOpUII HA POAMHE OJWH CTapbli MYIPBIN YEIIOBEK, — MOACHWI Kynrap, HanuBas
el1e BUHA.

JlppaH CHOBa BBICKOUYMJI 3a JBEpb. ['poXOoTano HENpPEphIBHO. BepHyBUMCH, MaJbdUK
BHUMATEIIbHO IMOCMOTpeI Ha KoHaHa 1 TUXO0 cKa3al:

— I'po3a npubnmxaercs.
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