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M cuesarommuui 3aMOK

Xo3siuH caMoi Ooraroii opyxeitHoi naku [llanuzapa AkMap HE MOT TTOXBACTaThCsl OOMINEM
nokymnaresnei. Jloporoe, u3ykpameHHOE 30J10TOM U JIParoll€HHbIMU KaMHSMHU OPYKHE€ MOKYyMalu
ToJbKO Oorayu. [IpocThie BOMHBI MPEANOYUTANIN TOBAp nompoire. X M0o3011CThIe PYKU TPUBBIKIN
K TPOCTHIM PYKOSTKAM BHEIIHE CKPOMHBIX, HO HaJEXHbIX B 000 Meuei. Coimarsl oOpalaiu
BHUMaHUE TOJBKO HAa MPOYHOCTH KJIMHKA. Kpome TOro, UM BCerja He XBarayio JCHET.

Bo3MoxxHO, ecnu Obl BIACTUTENM YBEJIMYWIM JCHEKHOE JIOBOJILCTBHE COJIJIAT, TOBAphbl B
Ooraroil naBke packynaiauch ObicTpee. Ho BrmacTutenu Bcerma ObUIM CKYIOBATHI, a COJIAATHI
CJIMIIIKOM JIFOOVUTH OTIPOKWHYTH JUIIHIO KPY)KKY BUHA, U MIOITOMY B camMoil 00raroil opy:KeHoM
JaBke ObUIO HEMHOToONoAHO. WMHorma croga 3axoquiad  KyOIbl — BBIOUpaTh OpYXKHE A
MTOIHOILIEHU S, MTOAAPKA MOKPOBUTEIIIO.

HNuoraa kTo-To U3 cpepl 130am0BaHHON 3HATHU pelliail CMEHUTh CBOM POCKOIIHO OT/AEJIaHHBIN
KJIMHOK Ha erle 0ojiee POCKOIHBIM W M3BICKAHHBIM, YTOOBI IMOXBAJATHCS MEpea APY3bIMU —
TaKUMU K€ OorarbIMu O€3/1eTbHUKAMU.

Macrepa-opyxkeitnuku Illagu3apa, yduThiBasi TO OOCTOSITENBCTBO, UYTO OOJBIIMHCTBO 3THUX
cabenp U Meuel HHUKOTAAa HE MOOBIBAET B HACTOSAIIEM OO0, HE CIUIIKOM 3a00THJIMCHh O KaueCTBE
CTalld, UX OOJIbIlIE TPEBOXKMIIA 30JI0TAsI YEKAHKA, Ja JIParoleHHble KAMHHU, UCKYCHO BIIEYaTaHHbIC B
PYKOSTh M HOXKHBI 3TOTO TTOUTH OyTa)OpCKOTO OPYXKHSL.

Ho Obutn Mactepa, KOTOpble M3rOTABIMBAIN HEOOBIUHBIE KIMHKU U3 BUTOM, Y30PHOU CTalu.
Takoe opykue He TYNUJIOCh U He JoManoch B 0010. OHO 00naano yauBUTEIbHONW TMOKOCTBIO, HE
CBOMCTBEHHOW MPOCTOM CTalld, U TMPOYHOCTHIO, JAJIEKO IMPEBOCXOAMBIIECH BCE, UTO JEIAIOCH B
Mactepckux ciaBHoro Illamuzapa. Ho HUKTO He MOr cKas3aTh, IJI€ >KUBYT 3TH YIUBUTEIbHbBIC
MacTepa, U3rOTaBIMBAIONIME Y30pPHYIO CcTaidb. JIWilb WHOTNA, B JaBKE MOSBISJICS TAaWHCTBEHHBIN
KapJIMK, 3aKyTaHHBIM B IUIall, ¥ IpeJyiarajl HECKOJbKO HOBBIX KJIMHKOB HEBUJAHHOW KpPacoThbl U

IIPOYHOCTH.
ToncTeiii Axmap, cBepkas OCTPbIMH, KaKk OpHUTBBI, INa3KaMud HE pa3 TMbITAJICS 3aBsA3aTh
pPas3roBOp C JMKOBUHHBIM MAacTE€pOM HWIIM €r0 MOAPYYHBIM — C T€M, KTO NPUHOCHII TOBApP, HO

MOCETUTENb ObUT MO0 TIyX, TUOO HE MOHHUMAal COBPEMEHHOIO si3blka. OH Mod4a packiaibiBaj
KJIMHKY, MOKa3bIBaJ HAa MaJIbIAaX UEHY W, MOJIYYUB, CKOJIBKO 3alpaliMBall, TaK K€ MOJYa YXOIWJL.
ToproBarbcst ¢ HUM He uUMeno cmbicna. OnHaxapl: AKMap mnombiTalncsa cOUTh 1eHy. CTpaHHBIHI
npoAaBel] coOpasl MEUr U yIies, a X035MH HECKOJIBKO MECAIIEB TOpeBal 00 YIYILIEHHOM BbIrozae, H00
NpPOAABAINCh 3TH YYJO-KJIMHKM 32 TaKWE€ JICHBIH, 32 KOTOPbIE MOXHO OBUIO KYIHTh KapaBaH
BEpOITIOIOB CO BCEMU TOBapaMH.

He 3nHan Axmap, KTO M TA€ JA€JIaeT 3TO OpPYKHE, XOTS HE pa3 M HE JiBa IYCKaJI MO CIEay
TaWHCTBEHHOIO MPOJAaBLa CBOMX OXpaHHUKOB. HO TO JIn OXpaHHUKH OBLIM HE CIMILKOM JIOBKH B
NIEJ€ BBICICKUBAHUSA, TO JIM HE3HAKOMEI] YMEJl 3aMeTarhb CIIENbl, TOJbKO KaXIbpld pa3 Akmapy
JOKJIJIbIBAJIM, YTO MPOAABELl BHE3ANHO 3aTepsUICcs B Y3KHX YIIOUKax, Ha okpaune [lann3apa.

Ho oanaxzapl B NaBKy 3allien APYrod, He MEHee CTpaHHbIN yenoBek. ToHkas, TuOkas gurypa
ero ObUTa TaKXKe 3aKyTaHa B YEpHBIM uianl, TeMHOe, MOABMKHOE JIMIIO U OCTPhIA HOC JENald €ro
MIOXOKMM Ha XOpbKa, a YEpHbIC, KaK. Yrojbs, Ia3a OlecTeNu TAKUM BHYTPEHHUM: XKapoOM, 4TO
AkMap, HeMaJIo MOBUJABIIMK HA CBOEM BEKY U BOMHOB, U IIPABUTEJIEH, TTOHEBOJIE CONPOTHYIICH.

He xotenoch Obl HCIBITATh HAa ce0e THEB 3TOTO YEJIOBEKA, MOAYMaJl OH, COTHYBLUIMCh B CAMOM
paboJIETHOM MOKJIOHE, Ha KOTOPBIA TOJIBKO ObLIa CIIOCOOHA €r0 MacCHMBHAs TYIIIA.



Hesnakomen monua, kak Obl B pa3IyMbe MOCTOSUT y mpriiaBka. OKHUHYIT B30POM Psifl U3SIIIHO
W30THYTHIX cabelb C OrpoMHBIMH pyOMHamMu Ha »3decax, pPaBHOAYIIHO OTBEPHYICS OT
M3YKpAIICHHBIX 3aT€HINBOI: 30JI0TOM U cepeOpsiHOM YeKaHKOW Meuel, CKOJb3HYI, B3MISIOM 10
KUHKaJaM HeoObMaiHO TOHKOM paboThl M, HAKOHEII, BIIEPUJIT CBOM TOPAIIMI B30p B X034UHA.

— MHe HY)XHO camoe JIydlllee U3 TOro, 4TO Yy Tebs ecThb, — CKa3all OH BroJjrojioca. — Bce
caMog JIy4lIee. . .

AKMap C MOKJOHOM YKa3ajJ NOCTI0O Ha HE3aMETHYI0 MaJCHBbKYIO JIBEPH, O KOTOPOU KaXIbIil
nomymai Obl, UTO BEJIET OHA, MOXKET OBbITh, B KJIAJOBKY, IJIe JIEXKaT HUKOMY HE HY)KHbBIE, CTapble
Ben. M TonbkO MOTaHOM 3aCOB, KOTOPbIA AKMap OBICTPO U HE3AMETHO OTKPBUI, TOBOPHII O TOM,
YTO MOTalHOE ITOMEUICHUE, B KOTOPOE BOLIEN TOCTh — M €CTh Camas IIaBHAas COKPOBHUILHHUIA
TOJICTOTO XO3siMHA. VIMEHHO TyT W XpaHWJI OH T€ y30pyarble KIWHKHU, KOTOPbIE MPUHOCHI €MY
CTpPaHHBIA KapJuK.

Hesnakomerlr ObICTpbIM, CTPAHHO MPUTAHIIOBHIBAIOIIMM ITIATOM IOJOIIEN K CTOJIY, Ha KOTOPOM
CBEPKAJIM OTAEIKON BEJIUKOJICTIHBIC KJINHKHU.

J[r000BHO MOMIAXXKKUBAsk y30pyaryro rojiy0OBaTyro CTajb, OH YTO-TO OOpMOTaJl Ha HEMOHSATHOM
s3bIKe. B3si1 OMH KIIMHOK, B3BECWUJI B pyKe, B3sul Apyrou. [IpoBepusi OamaHCUPOBKY U, CyIs IO
BCEMY, OCTAJICSI JOBOJIEH.

— locrionuH, — pemmiicss TPOYUCTUTh TOPJIO AKMap, — OCMEINIOCh CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OYEHb
OpOroe Opyxue. /enaroT ero Hem3BeCTHhIE MACTEPA, IO CIyXaM, )KUBYIIME TAE-TO B HEAPAX rop...

— S 3Har0, — nepedus rocTh, — 3HAIO... A IleHa MEHS HE BOJIHYET. ..

OHn BbIOpas, HAaKOHEL, OJHY U3 caleib, 3alyMUMBO B3BELIMBAs €€ B PYKE, INISTHYII HA XO3sMHA
JIAaBKH, 3aTe€M CJieJIaJl HeCKOJIbKO MPOOHBIX ABUKEHUW W BIPYr OKYTAJICS BUXPEM, COTKAHHBIM U3
cBepkaroumii cranu. Kazamoch, cabns 0e3 BCAKMX YCHJIMI CO CTOPOHBI YENIOBEKA, JIETAET BOKPYT,
OTTOPAKMBAasi €10 OT BHEIIHEI0 MHPA TOHKHM CBEPKAIONMM IOJIOTOM. AKMAap OLICIIOMIICHHO
CMOTpeEJ Ha AUBHOTO ()eXTOBAIBIIMKA U JIA’KE€ HE 3aMETHUJI, KaK TOT CAeJal CKOJB3SIMU 1Iar B €ro
CTOpOHY. MUr — 1 Tesio AKMapa 0Ka3ajoCh pacCEYECHHBIM B HECKOJIBKUX MecTax. OmycTuB caonro,
HE3HAKOMEL C YCMEIIKOM CMOTPEI, KaK XO3sIMH JIaBKU, COXPAHSsl HA JIMLE YAUBICHHOE BbIPAXKEHUE,
pa3BaJIMBaeTCA Ha KYCKH, CIOBHO pa30uTas cTaryi. BHauane MeyieHHO, OTKphIBasi Oejioe MsCco ¢
OOUJIBHBIM CIIOEM TOAKOKHOTO KHpa, CheXajla BHHU3 MpaBas MOJIOBUHA Tena. [onoBa, oTaeneHHas
OT TJIeY TOHKOMW, MOYTH HE3aMETHOW JIMHHWEW, MPOBAIUIIACH K MOSCY, OHOBPEMEHHO C TEM, KakK
JieBasi MOJIOBUHA TEJla HECYACTHOTO AKMapa, craja MEJICHHO OTKJIOHATHCS B CTOPOHY. U TOIBKO
Toraa 0esoe MsCO YeJIOBEKa, OBIBIIETO XO3IMHOM JIABKU, CTAJIO OOUIIBHO KPOBOTOUYUTH.

He msinst Ha ocTtaHky HecyacTHOTO AKMapa, 00pa3oBaBIlMe HA MOy KPOBaBYIO Maccy, TOCTh
HECIEIHO co0pall Bce KJIWHKHU, HACYMTAB MX POBHO JIBEHAMIATh BMECTE C TE€M, YTO YK€ BHUCEN Y
Hero Ha mmee. CIoXUB cabiu B MEIIOK, MEPEBA3aB €ro U MOBECUB 32 CIIUHY, MOXOKUH Ha XOpbKa
YEJIOBEK BBIIIEN M3 KOMHAThI, 3aKpbUl MOTAallHOM 3aCOB — TOPIOCTh AKMapa — W CHOKONHO
MOKHUHYII CaMyI0 JOPOTYIO OpyxeiHyro naBky [llann3zapa.

— Tet mpunec ero, Wmanaran? — Crapuk TSDKENIO TOIHSUI TOJOBYy W IPOH3UTEIBHO
IMOCMOTPEN Ha CKJIIOHUBILETOCS TIEPE] TPOHOM, HE CMEIOLIETO MOAHATH I71a3a, CIIYTY.

— Tloka ner, [loBenurenb, HO 51 IpUHEC ABEHAIIATH Ca0€Ib, U3TOTOBICHHBIX. . .

— Tsl ocmenuics SIBUTHCS C MYCTHIMU PYKaMH — THEBHO NepeOus CTapuk. — Y MEHs ellle



XBaTUT CUJIbI MOKaparh Te€0s 3a ociyianue!

CrpammHoi, HeueJI0BeYeCKOM 3710001 3aropesics B3IV CUAAIICTO Ha TpOHE cTapia. Bmepus
€ro B CJIYry, OH HaOIIOAal, KaKk KOPYUTCS B MyKax TMOKO€ TEJO YeJOBEKa, KaK COTPSCAIOT €ro
CYIOPOTH, KaK MyYUTEJIbHO XPUIIUT U KPOBOTOUUT MEPEKOIICHHBIN O0JIbIO POT.

— Cwmunyiics, [loBenurensp. .. CMHITYICA. ..

Ho crapuk u 6e3 Toro yxe yctajao OTKMHYICA Ha PEe3HYIO CIIMHKY uepHOro TpoHa. benas, kak
cHer, 0opoJia ero OeccubHO Jera Ha rpynb. Kazanock, oH 3acHyl.

C Tpynom nogHsBImch, MianaraH, TOpOIMBO MPOU3HEC:

— He rueBaiica [loBenutens. S BOOPYX Yy 3TUMH CaOIsIMM JIY4IIMX U3 TE€X, YTO Thl CO3MAl, U
Torda ajs Hac He OyaeT mperpan! KinsHycs, Mbl 100yzieM ero B camoe Onrkaiiiiee Bpems!

— Tlocnenm, — mpoIenecTes cTapuk, — MOCHENH, 1 CIUIIKOM OBICTPO cTapero 0e3 Hero.
Mos cuna uccsikaet... Ho He gymaid, — OH MOAHSUT PYKY, U U3-TI0J1 HOTTEH €ro KOCTISIBBIX MMAJIbIIEB
MOTSHYJIUCH TYCThIE KJIYOBbI JbIMa, — HE JyMaid, 4TO €CJIU s MOTUOHY, Thl CTaHEIlb BO IJIaBE MOETO

napcrBa! OHO MCYE3HET, Pa3pyIIMTCI CO CMEPTHIO €ro co3aaress. S Tede y:ke roBopuil 00 3TOM. ..

— 4 Bce nomHrto, [loBenurens. S mocraHy €ro, 1 Thl BHOBb IIOMOJIOJAEEIIb, & TBOE CIABHOE
1[apcTBO OyJIeT MPOIBETATh BEYHO!

— Wnu xe, HE MEJJIHN. ..

NmanaraH, COTHYBIIMCh B HU3KOM TOKJIOHE, TMOMATHIICS K BBIXOMY. 3areM, YOeTuBIIMCH, YTO
CTpAIlHBIA cTapuK OOJIbIIIE HA HETO HE CMOTPHUT, IOBEPHYIJICS CIMHON U OBICTPO BBIIIEI U3 MEHIEPHI.

[lepen HUM 3MEWIICS KPYDIbIi TOHHENb C NEPEIUBAIOMMMHUCSA MEPIAMYTPOM CTEHAMH.
Teicaun, AECATKHA THICSY TAaKUX TOHHEJIEW MIynajbllaMd OrPOMHOIO CHpyTa IPOHU3BIBAIU
Kapmnarickue ropel, 0XBarbiBasi OrpOMHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO, 00pa3yst OOUIMPHOE MOA3EMHOE 11apCTBO.

becuuncriennbie paObl TPYIUIKUCH B KOMSX, YXOAUBIIMX SIPYC 3a SIPyCOM B HeJpa 3e€MIH, U
BBIMCKMBAs ajiMasbl, CTOJIb HeoOxomumbie I[loBenuTento ns CO3JaHHUSI apMUU 30pIOB —
HCKYCCTBEHHBIX JIIOICH, IJIaBHBIM M3 KOTOPBIX ObLT OH, MmmaHaran — camblii OBICTPBIA W CaMBbIi
YMHBIN U3 BCEX, KOTO CO3/1aJI0 BOJIIIEOCTBO MPaBUTENS TOI3EMHON CTPAHBI.

becuncieHHble X0bl, OTPOMHBIE IEIIEPHI, YKACHBIE TTOA3EMHBIE XpaMbl, T7I€ MMOJIYIUKHAE JIFOIN
MPUHOCHIIM YEJIOBEUECKHUE KEPTBBI, CKOMUIIA 3a0UTHIX paOOB U apMUsl 30prOB — HaJl BCEM ATHUM,
KaK IMayK B IIEHTpe MayTuHbI, Boccenan lloBenurens — cTpammbiii cTapuk ¢ Oenoir Oopomoit u
IJ1a3aMU, B KOTOPBIE HE OCMEJIMBAJICS B3MISIHYTh HUKTO U3 €r0 MOAJaHHbBIX.

WNmanaran 3Hal, Mo4eMy €ro B3MIsJ ObUT Tak cTpaimieH. He TolbKO MOTOMY, 4TO MpHU
MaJIelIlleM HENMOBMHOBEHMM 3aropaics 3i1000il. He Tonapko MmOTOMY, 4TO B3NISIOM OH MOT
MPUYUHATh HEUMOBEPHBIE CTPAJIaHUs. A MOTOMY... IPEXKJE Bcero, noTomy — MilaHaran ofHaX bl
BCE K€ OCMENIWJICA B3IISIHYTh B CTpallHble miaza [loBemuTens — mOTOMY, 4TO... 3paukd y HEro
ObUTH. .. He Kpymiible! Y3Kkas, BepTUKaIbHas IEeTb — BOT Kakue 3pauku Obutn y [loBenurens.

N mocne Toro, oqHOTO B3MNIsiIa B 3TU CTpalliHble Mia3a, Mimanartan 6oJjien HECKOJIBKO JHEH.
HedenoBedyeckue miaza 6eccMepTHOTO cyiecTBa... Ho 6eccMepTHOro B TOM ciy4ae, €CJiM pa3 B
JIBECTH JIET OH BBINBET AJIUKCUP. B TOM citydae, eci... ecinu oH, MinmaHaraH, €ro BEpHbIU CIIyra, €ro
Jy4Iriee TBOPEHUE, ONSATh, B KOTOPBIN pa3 3a O€CUMCIIEHHBIC CTOJETHS JOCTAHET 3TO 3€JbeE. ..

BepHo 51, pa3MbILUIAN 3aKyTaHHBIM B YEpPHOE CJIyra, 1aras 1o TOHHE, YTO CO CMEPTHIO
IToBenuTens OyaeT pas3pylieHO Moa3eMHoe mHapctBo? Eciau Tak, TO, KOHEYHO, DJIMKCHUP J0CTaTh
HeoOxomumo... A moxer... W xuBoe BooOpakenue Mimanarana BBICBETHIIO €T0, CHIAIIECTO Ha
YEepHOM TPOHE, OTHAOIIET0 MpHUKa3bl pabaMm, AUKApSAM, apMUU 30PTOB, CTPAHHBIM M CTPAIIHBIM
TBapsIM, CO3/IaHHBIM KOTJa-TO MOBEJIUTEIIEM. ..

BbeicTpo mepenBurasch MO OJHOMY M3 TOHHEJIEH, OH YTO-TO THUXO0 OOpMOTasl, HWHOIJA



10 CMENBAJICS, NHOTIA PaJOCTHO BCKPUKHBAIL.

Xon mpuBeN €ro B OHY U3 pabouux memep, ocBemeHnyo pakenamu. Tyt paboranu moau. Um
HE0OXOUM CBET — HECYACTHBIE CO3/1aHMS], HE UMEIOLME HOYHOTO 3peHus!

Ho mnouemy, mouemy IloBenutens mopydaer paboTy MO CO3JaHUIO U BBIPAIMBAHUIO —
moasm?! Heyxenu 30pru He cMmoriu Obl co3naBarh 30proB? PaboTra, KOHEUHO, KpPOMOTIUBAs, HO
BE€/Ib HCKYCCTBEHHBIE CO3/IaHMS 001aIat0T HE TOJBKO OBICTPOTOM, HO U TeprieHreM Toxe! [louemy?
[loBenuTens HE nOBepseT UM, 3opram! OH He nOBepseT Jaxke MHeE, aydiieMy n3 Hux! OH cuuraer,
YTO €CJIM MBI OBJIAJIEEM HMCKYCCTBOM BBIPAllMBAHUS BOMHOB, Mbl CMOKEM OOOMTHCH U 0€3 Hero,
CTaperoIero TUpPaHa, MYYaroIlero CBOMX BEpHBIX CIYr. U 3TO HemoBepue AOKa3bIBA€T, YTO C €I0
CMEpTBIO HUYTO HE pyXHET... CKopee BCero, He PyXHeT. ..

Broas cTeHsl IIMHHBIMU DPsiIaMU CTOSUIM KaMeHHbIE capkodaru. Bokpyr KaxIoro u3 HUX
cyetunuch Joau. [lemepa npomnaxia oTBparuTeNbHBIMU 3amaxamMu. CMpaj BOJIIEOHBIX MTOPOIIKOB,
HE3HAKOMBIX KOPEHBEB M YETO-TO €IIIE, 3HAKOMOTO. . .

Mruogenue cnyctsi Mmanaran coodpas3ui — 3TO 3anax rHurouieid miotu. OsaTh HECKOJIbKO
30pIoB HE JOBENIEHBI 10 MPoOyxkAeHUA. OnsaTh OIMOKHU. Y 3TUX JIIOEN BCErga Tak — HE MOTYT He
HarajguThb!

Jlromu 3aMeTHiIM €ro M, OTOPBABLIMCH OT PalOOThl, CTOSUIM, IMOYTHUTEIBHO CKJIOHHMB TOJIOBBIL.
WNmaHataH CKOJIB3HYI K XyJIOMY, BBICOKOMY cTapuKy. Ceaple BOJIOCHI €TI0 CIMIUIMCH OT IIOTa.
JlnuHHas nerast 6opoja Oblia 3ameTeHa B KOCHUKY.

— Hy, uto y Te6s, MBap? Onsth oumbku? — Opocun MimanaraH, mOTSHYB HOCOM.

— OumOKku Heu30eXHbl, MOM TOCIOAWH, — CIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI YEJIOBEK, — CIIMILIKOM
CJIO)KHBIN IIPOLIECC. ..

— OTO 5 3HaK0! — CBEPKHYI, NIa3aMu 30pT. — MHE HY)KHO OJMHHALATh CAMBIX JTy4YIIHX.

— Ilpomry croma, Moii rocrnonuH, — lBap moka3an Ha HEOOJIBLIOE KPYIJIOE OTBEPCTHE B
CTEHE, — TYT MATHALATh NOJHOCTHIO TOTOBBIX.

— 1 cam oTGepy TeX, KOTOpbIE MHE MOOMAYT.

Yepes HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl ABEHAAUATh 3aKYyTaHHBIX B YEPHOE TEHEW CKOJIB3HYIM K BBIXOY M3
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Yeranele, moTHele Joau ooctynuinu MBapa. HekoTopble ¢ HEHaBUCTHIO CMOTPEIU BCIEN
30pram.

— A mnpaBny TOBOPAT, YTO HAIl MOA3EMHBII KOPOJIb PEIMJ NOTECHUTh THOMOB? — CIIPOCHII
MOJIOJION, HO yXe ¢ OneTHbIM, 00JIE3HEHHBIM JIUIIOM MApPEHb.

— Te1 momenbiie 60nTai! — ocaaun MBap, HO TyT e qo0aBmii: — Tak s ciplman B OOJBIIMX
neuiepax. [ HOMOB-TO U Tak, MOYUTAN, HE OCTAIOCH... JKalKko ux.
— Tax OH MO3TOMY 3aKa3blBa€T HaM BCe OOJbIIE 30proB? — HE YHUMAJCA MOJIONON. —

YtoOBl ¢ THOMaMH BOEBATh?

— Jla TaM ¥ BOEBaTh-TO HE C KEM... OJJHU KY3HEI[bl OCTaIUCh. 13 HUX Kakue BOUHBI?

— A s cHBIal, 4TO THOMBI — BOUHCTBEHHBIE M 3JIIOIIME, KaK JEMOHbI! — CKa3aj KTO-TO U3
CTOSIIIMX MO3a/IU.

WBap BBITSIHYI 1I€I0, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH HA TOBOPSIIIETO.

— Coapmman... Tel Oonbie 06aek ciymaii! Hukakue onu He 3ible... MpadHOBaTble HEMHOIO. ..
byneus Tyr MpadHbIM, I1OJ 3€MJIEH. . .

— A TBI CaM-TO BHJIEJ THOMOB XOTb pa3?

— Ja, mapy pa3 Buzen... OuH pa3 — U3Jaju, a BTOPOU pa3-To HOC K HOCY CTOJKHY/IHUCK. ..

— HWBap, — 3aranjgenu cpasy HECKOJIBKO TOJIOCOB, — pPacCKaxu Ipo THOMOB! I'ne ThI ux



BUAEI?

— Jla e, rne... [locmanmm MeHss — a s MOJIOAOM eIe ObUT M CHJIBHBINA... Thl HE CMOTPH Ha
MEHSI ceiyac-TO — paHbIIe 5 3HACIIb, KaKOW OBbLI... BCE 3J0POBBE TYT OCTABUII, IO 3EMJIEH. . .

— Tak 4T0O — TrHOMBI-TO?

— Hy BOT, mocnanu MeHsl B OAHY U3 CaMbIX JaJIbHUX MENIEP, BPOAE KaK Ha pa3BEIKY, TaM OIUH
W3 TOHHEJIEW MOBEIUTENS MOoIaJl BpoJie B CTPAHHYIO meriepy... He moHs s, B 001meM. .. nemep-To
MHOTO, U BCE MO-CBOEMY CTPAaHHBIE.

— A Kak IMOBEJUTENb 3T TOHHEIU JEaeT?

— 3HaMo kak — BojmeocTBoM! [Ipoxkuraer Kkak-To, TaMm MOTOM JIOJITO TapbIO BOHSIET. ..

— Hy, npo rHOMOB-TO pacckaxu!

— Tak s u pacckasbiBato! — VBap HEIOBOJIBHBINA TEM, YTO €70 MOCTOSIHHO EPEONBAIOT, XOTEN
ObUTIO UATH PaboTaTh, HO MOAYMAaJ, MOKPSXTEN U MPOTOJIKUIL

— llpuimen g B 3Ty memepy, a Tam, B APYIOM KOHIIE €€ KOIOIIarcsi MaJ€HbKUE TaKhe M
Oooponarsie uenoBeuku. Kpsokucteie, B 00meM, kpenkue. Toapko MalieHbKue. 3aJebIBaloT JbIPY
UJIK XOJ TaM... B oOliem, moBenuTeb JOKOMaICs A0 HUX, & OHU 3aJICTIUJIN BCE JBIPHI, J]a U YIIUTA UX
ATOM MeNIepsl... A BTopol pa3 ciydaitHo ctoikHyics. Hoc k Hocy. Vet u Tanmt 3a ciuHoOU caonu,
TOJBKO PYKOSTKH W3 MeElKa Topyar. M1 Bce ¢ KaMHSMHU JApParolieHHbIMH... s HE yCHEI U CJIOBa
CKa3arb, KAK OH 3aBEPHYN KyAda-TO U UCUE3...

— A 0 JpakoHax elle paccKaxu!

— Ilocne, nmocne! Hamo 3a mpoueccom cineauTb... XOTS... CHIBHO-TO HE CTOUT HAaM TYT
youBarbc4... Jla u BoooOie. .. Oumobku MoryT ObITh. .. — MBap npucen Ha KaMeHb.

— Buaute nu, OpaTibl... BOT BiajblKa MOA3EMHBIN BpOJIC U IIJIATUT HAM IIEAPO, J1a TOJBKO OH
3HAET, YTO BCE ATH JICHbI'U K HEMY U BEPHYTCHI.

— Kak tak? — 3arymenu rosioca. — I[louemy 310, K HEMY?!

— A Tak — HUKTO M3 HAc OTCloja He BbIAeT! Bbl 4TO0 — moBepwian OOCHAHUIM
BepOoBumKoB? [lopaboTaere, neckarh, HECKOIBKO JIET, CKOTUTE OOrarcTBO, U aiijila Ha BCE YEThIPE
cTtopoHbl? HeT, Opariibl, 3a TO Bpems, 4TO g TYT padoTato, HU OJIMH €Ilie He yIie. bexxars mbITanuce,
Jla TOJIBKO 30pTU OErvieoB BCeraa Ha3a 1 MPUBOIUIIH. . .

— IlpuHOCUIN. .. — TOMPABUI KTO-TO

— Bepno, npunocumnu... Uto0 aqpyrum HenoBagHo ObUIO Oerars!

— Tak 4T0 3, BCE MBI TYT U IOMpPEM?

— Hy... — npotsayn Bap, — Bce MOXET CIIyUUTHCS. .. — OH MOHU3UII 10JI0C. — S CIIbIIal,
MOBEJIUTEII0 HUXHEMY HAJI0 OMSATh 3€ibsl, MHAYE KOMNbITAa OTOPOCUT. A 3€lIbe-TO BCE TPYIHEE
JI0CTaBaTh CTaHOBUTHCA. He oqHOMY emy Hamo... BoT ator Umanaran u HaGpasn oTpsin — MoOHAeT
3€JIbe J100BIBATh. .. TOJILKO 30PIOB 51 EMY JIajl HE CaMbIX JTYYIIMX, a ¢ OIMOKaMu... Bot Hamma TaliHas
HAJIeK/1a — 3€JIbE€ HE JIOCTAHET, MTOBEJIUTENb CIIOXHET OT CTAPOCTH, a MBI TOIa, MOXKET, U HA BOJIIO
BbIOEpEMCHL.

— A 1J1e 3TO 3€JIbE-TO CIPSATAHO?

— ToBopunu, 4TO B KAaKOM-TO HE TO COCEIHEM IOA3€MHOM IAPCTBE, HE TO B CTAPOM M
3a0poIIeHHOM 3aMKe. .. M yTo monacth Tyna oueHb TpynHo. C 60oeM mpoOuBarkCcs HAJO. ..

JIackoBbIe Jy4U YTPCHHCTO COJIHIA HCXKHO IIPUKOCHYIHNCH K [ABOpHaM H XWXKXWHaAM



npoceinatomierocsi ropona. Ytpo B lllaguzape ObU10 HACTONBKO MPEKPACHBIM, YTO 3aCTaBIISIIO
KUTEJIEeH BCIIOMUHATh O OOXECTBeHHOW Omaromaru! Palickoe meHWe NTHI, TPOXJIaTHBIH,
OCBEKAKOIIMK BETEPOK. . .

Jluem OoxecTBeHHas OnaronaTh 3aKkaHuMBanack. V3Hypstolas jkapa, 3acTaBIsOIIAs BCe
KUBOE MPSTAThCsl B TEHb, CKYUHbIE JI€JIa, HYJIHbIE 00S3aHHOCTHU... A BEUEpPOM U HOYBIO HACTYIIAJIO
BpeMsl JIEMOHOB: Jpaku, orpabieHus, yOuiicTpa, 0keCTOUCHHO-BECEIIbIE KYTEXKH, MTOMOWKH, UTpa B
KOCTH...

Ho npoxonuna HOYB, TPYIbl ObUTA HAJIE)KHO CHPSATAHBI, KYTUIIbL, PUHSAB YTPEHHIO KPYXKY
BHHA, PACXOAWJIUCH OTCHINATHCS, UTPOKU TMOACUYNTHIBATN OApBINM U YOBITKU, a JIACKOBOE COJIHIIE
BHOBb HAYMHAJIO BECEJIbI JTHEBHOU ITYTh.

Kummepren Konan MmpadHo 1maras 1o U3BUJIMCTBHIM yIIoukaM okpauHsbl Hlagu3zapa.

— Kpom! Kax OpicTpo oHM KOHYaroTcsi! — Bopyan OH Brojirosoca. — ToJdbko Buepa ObLI
MOJHBIA Koteek! Onars HaHUMAaThCsl OXpaHATh KapaBaHbl? M BCIOMHUTH pemecio Bopa? Nnu
poOparhbes Tyna, I7e eile MOMHSIT AMpPY, U BHOBb 3aHSIThCSI TUPATCTBOM ?

Ho, nepebupasi MbICJIEHHO BCe CBOM cTapbie nmpodeccun, KoHaH ¢ HEKOTOPHIM YIUBICHUEM
OCO3HaJ, YTO €ro He MpeiblaeT OOoJbllle HU OMAaCHOCTHM BOPOBCKOIO JieJla, HU POMaHTHKA
nuparctBa. Ho He BEUHO ke eMy OXpaHsATh KapaBaHbI?!

YenpimaB kpuku, KoHan ocraHoBuics. 3a MOBOPOTOM, MOXOKE, coOpasiach OoJibIlasi TOJTA.
Crplanucek BECENbIE BO3MIACKHL, KTO-TO TPOMKO MHpeaiarall TpU K OIHOMY Ha TO, YTO 3J0POBSK
MPOJIEPKUTCS ELIE MOJTKOIOKOIA. ..

[Tomovinst k oxuBiIeHHOM Toimne, KoHaH yBHAEn B BBICIIEH CTENEHU CTPAHHOE 3PEJUILE.
YeTBepo conjar ¥ HECKOJIBKO MPOCTOIOAMHOB M30MBAIM YEJIOBEKA MOTYYero ciokeHus. ['urant
YK€ C TPYIOM JEpKajCs Ha HOTaX, HO JIa’KE€ HE MbITAJICA 3alUTUTD CceOsl.

Conparbl KOBaHBIMU CarnoramMu HaHOCWJIM camble Oosie3HEHHbIe ynaphl. [IpumazaBimecs k
M30MEeHNI0 OpOIsTH pabOTaTN B OCHOBHOM KYJTaKaMH.

Ho BoT comnmarel... OcoOeHHO CBUPETICTBOBAT OAWH CMYIJIbIM 4epHOOOpObIi BouH. [Ipuemsr
ero ObUTM HEOOBIYHBI — CJIETKa MOMIPBITHYB, OH BBIOpAchIBall BBEPX OIHY HOTY, 3aT€M PE3KO
OITyCKaJl, U B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha CMEHY €M B3JieTaja Bropas — Ta, KOTOpOW OH U OuJI, KaK Ky3HEUHbIM
MOJIOTOM, B dKUBOT IIPOTUBHUKA.

Y u30uBaemMoro, rojioro Io IMOSC YeJIOBEKa ObUIO MPEKpacHOE TeJI0 — BOMHA, amieTa,
OorarbIpsi, BIIOJHE CIOCOOHOTO 3allMTUTH ce0s. BMecTo 3TOro ruraHT mosua Tepnena u3OueHHe.
CHHSIKY U CCaIMHBI MOKPBIBAIM €ro Moryuuil Topc. M3 pa3douroro Hoca crpyuinach kpoBb. [IpaBas
OpoBb TpeBpaTuiach B KPOBaBBI CTyCTOK W 3aKkpbUia [a3. ['yObl YydOBHUINHO pPACTyXIu H
KPOBOTOYMJIM B HECKOJIBKMX MecTaX. Ha pykax BHAHENHCH HENTYOOKHE TMOPE3bl, KOTOPHIE MOIIU
OBITH HaHECEHBI TOJIHKO JIE3BUEM HOXKA.

C nHepmoymenuem B3upainl KoHaH Ha 3TO CTpaHHOE 3pENHINE — 3JI0POBSIK, KOTOPBIA HE
3anminaercs. [Ipe3penue Ha nuie KUMMepHiila CMEHWIOCh TPEBOTOM, KOIJIa OH 3aMETHJI, YTO €IIe
HEMHOT0, U aTjIeT ynajeT Mo/l HOTH pa3ropsueHHbIM cosiaraM. 1 Torma ero 3a0bl0T HaCMEPTh.

[[TarnyB Bnepen, KoHaH HECKOJBKMMHU JBWKEHUSIMU pazOpocan HamagaBumx. CMyDIbIid
COJAAT, TaK JIOBKO BCKHJBIBABIIMN HOTH, PAa3lI0CaJIOBAHHBIA MOMEXOW, MOIBITAICS HANACTh Ha
HENPOILEHHOIO 3alMTHUKA. 3apbluaB, OH JBUHYICS Ha KoHaHa, HamepeBasicb, OYE€BHUJHO,
HCTIOJIb30BaTh CBOM KOPOHHBIA ITPUEM.

Ho xummepuen He crtai kKaarb, OKa COJIIAT BHOBb IPOAEMOHCTPUPYET YHUKAIBHBIA CTHUJIb
pykonamHoro 6osi. C ObICTpOTON Hamamaromiel KoOpbl, MPAaKTUUYECKN HE pa3MaxvBasiCh, OH HaHEC
cCoJIJIaTy CTpamHbIi yrnap B 7100. M1 He KylakoM — YTOOBI HE YOUTh — a PACKpPHITON JIaJJOHBIO.



OmereB OT MecTa COOBITHH IIATOB HAa IMSTh, YEPHOOOPOHIBIA OCTajcid HEABUXKUM. OcTalbHbIE
YYaCTHUKHU ITOTACOBKH, y3HAB B HEOXKHUJAAHHOM NpPOTUBHHKE KoOHaHa-KHMMMEpHUila, MTYCTHIUCH
HAyTEK.

C Ope3mmBoOil rpumacoil, n00 BapBap HE XajoBaJl TE€X, KTO HE MOI WJIM HE XOTen cebds
3alUTUTh, KOHAH MOMOT U30UTOMY 3/I0POBSIKY JOUTH JI0 ONM>KalIle TaBePHBI.

— Cnacubo, — mpoienTan TOT pa30uTbiIMU rydamu. — Mens 3oByT Kymiyx, s pongom u3
Hemenuu.

— Ilouemy TbI He 3anmuiaicsa? Tel Mor 0€3 Tpyna pacKuAarh Ux Beex!

— Sl 3Ha10... HO s HE MOTY... — M30UThIi ¢ TpyIOM OnycTHIICS Ha ckamelky. — He mory...

— Tlouemy?

— Ha MHe 3aksarue... [0TOB a1 ThI BBICIYILIATh MO UCTOPHIO?

— Ecnu npuHecyT BUHA U Msica, — MpoBopyall KoHaH U caenan 3HaK TPaKTHPIIHKY.

— S ponuinicst B Hemenauu, B HEOOJIBIIOM celieHWH, Onu3b rpaHuilbl ¢ Kopundueit, — Hauan
n30uThIi rurant. — C aeTcTBa st ObLI CUJICH, KaK ObIK, 2 B FOHOCTH TaK BO3TOPJIUJICS CBOEH CHUJIOMN,
YTO CTa JAEP30K U 3aHOCUUB. MeHs OOsUTMCh BCE B HAIIEM CEJICHUU U OKPECTHOCTAX. Sl MOT HH 3a
YTO, HA MPO UTO U30UTh MY)KUMHY U JIAXKE YIApUTh KEHIIMHY, €CJIM OHA MHE HE MOKopsiack. MeHs
0O0sUTMCh M HEHABUJIEY 32 MOIO CHUJTY...

— He 3a cuny! — nepebun Konan

— Jla, xoHeuHO... — TpycTHO comacuics Kymyx. — He 3a cuny! 3a 10, yTo s m3buBan
mroneu. .. Tel mpas. ..

— Jlagno, mpogosmkai, — ckaszail KoHaH, HanmomHss KpYy»KKH.

Kytnyx ¢ Gr1aromapHOCTbIO KMBHY/I M, MOPIIACH OT 0O0JIM B pa30OUTHIX I'y0daX, €IUHBIM TyXOM
OCYIIMJI CBOIO KPYXKKY.

— JKutenu Hamero M COCEIHHMX CEJIICHUW OTHpaBUIMCh K 4apoaeto Ainb-Pypuny. Onu
coOpanu BCe JACHBIH, YTO Y HUX ObUTH, U MONPOCHIH 0 Tomorm. Ho Ha ceii pa3 yapojeit He cTamn
Opars miary. BeicnmymaB paccka3 OJHOTO W3 CTApEWINMH, J10Yb KOTOPOTO S M3HACUJIOBAJ, OH
HAJIOKHUJI Ha MEHSI 3TO CTpalHoe 3akiaTue. C TeX mop s He MOTY yIapuTh HU OJHOTO 4esnoBeka. Hu
KYJIaKOM, HU MEUOM, HU 4YeM-HHOynb ApyruM... M mogm xakuM-To 00pa3oMm y3HarOT 00 3TOM U
OBIOT MeHsI, 11 OBl sl HU TOoSBUIICS. Pelikuii IeHb MHE yllaeTcsi IPOXKUTH 0€3 mo0oeB.

— U ckoNbKO JIET THI TAK My4aembesi? — crnpocuit KonaH.

— IHouTn necsath net. ToyibKo cuila OMOraeT MHe JiepkKarhes. .. JIro0oi pyroit JaBHO ObUT ObI
MEpPTB.

— Tb1 He poOOBaNl MONPOCUTH KOJIyHA CHATH 3akistue? Ilo-moeMy, Thl yxke J0CTaTO4HO
HaKa3aH.

— Ilars et Hazan xoiaayH Anb-Pypun ymep... MHe Tenepb HMYTO HE MOMOXeT... — [lo
HMpoKOMY sy Kylllyxa ITOTeKIu CIIe3sl.
— VYV MeHs eCTh 3HAaKOMBI yaponeii... — B pa3aymbe Hadan Konan. — Iloxanyii, 1 Mor Obl

MOIMIPOCUTH €T0...

— A OH JI0CTaTO4YHO CHUJIEH, YTOOBI CHSITh Yaphl? — C HAJEKJI0N crpocui ruraut. — Jleno B
TOM, YTO OJIMH YK€ IPOOOBAJI, U HUYETO HE BHINUIO, CTAJIO TOJIBKO XYXKE.

— S He paszbuparoch B KOJJAOBCTBE, — C J0cafoi Opocws ceBepsHUH. — Ecam Tbl
COMHEBAEIIbCS, TO HE CTOUT U NbITaThCs!

— Her, net! — Kymyx cxBarun kumMmepuiina 3a pyky. — Hazno nonpo6osars! Cuenaii 3To, U o
HaBEYHO TBOM pad!

— MHe He HyXHBI paObl, — C MPEe3pPEHUEM MPOLIECAUIT BapBap.



— Tomoxau, — ymoutst Kymryx, — Tb1 Beqp Konan? S caplian, Kak 3TH akaibl, pa30oerasch,
BbIKpUKHBaIu TBoe ums! Tel Konan?

— Jla, s KonaH, — npoBopuall BapBap, — 4TO Jajblie?

— 41 3Har0, kak Tebs oTOnarogapuTh! 3Hato! Thl BeAb THOOUIIL OOJIBIIME CBEPKAIOIME KAMHU?
PyOuHbl, aiMa3bl — s 3HAlO, TA€ UX TaK MHOTO, YTO JIaXe 51, C MOEH CHUJION, HE CMOTY BCE YHECTH.

KonaH HEBOJIBHO €I1le pa3 OKUHY/I B30poM (purypy ucnosnHa. [loxanyi, BonepBble KUMMeEpHUEI]
BCTPETUJI YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBII, CKOpee BCEro, HE yCTynal eMy B cuiie. OOHaX)eHHOe A0 1osica TeJo
Hemeuiina Oyrpuiiock mbiniaMu. [lofimaB B3mian Konana, Kyiiyx MensieHHO MOCTaBUI Ha CTOJ
COTHYTYIO B JIOKTE TIPaByIO pyKy. B e IMHCTBEHHOM OTKPBITOM IIa3y €T0 Oblla YCMeEIIKa.

— Tak y nac B Hemeauu MepsitoTcst cuioil. 3a BCIO ®HU3Hb HUKTO HE CMOT BBICTOSITh TPOTUB
MEHSI U HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHU .

B cunux mazax Konana 3aropescsi MmpauHblii oroHek. OH Mor Obl OBITh U MOYYTHBEE, STOT
Hemenuen! BuaHo, He BClO ayph W3 Hero BeiOWiu! [IpocuT momormm, U TYT K€ XO4eT MOCPAMUTh
HoBoro apyra! Kpom! JIagHo, mMOCMOTpUM, Ha YTO OH CIOCOOEH!

CuenuBIMCh JIAOHSMU U TIPOYHO YNEPEB JIOKTU B CTOJ, TUTAHThI Pa30M HAIMPSIINA MBIIIIHL.
['omoH B TaBepHe yTux. Takoro 3peimina 3aBcergarad XapuyeBHU €lIe He BUAECHHU. J[Ba mcrosnHa
pelyid CTpaHHbIM oOpa3oMm mnomepsitbesi cuoi! IloOboporbes ogHumu pykamu. Co CTOPOHBI
Ka3aJoCh, YTO 3a CTOJIOM CHUIAT KaMEHHbIC W3BasHUS. TOJBKO CTPAIIHO B3AYBLIMECS MBIIIBI U
JIETKOE TOAPAruBaHUE PYK TOBOPWIIM O TOM, KAKYIO OTPOMHYIO CUJY NPUKJIAABIBAIOT CONEPHUKHU
APYT K JpYTY.

Kymyx, yBennunBas HaXXUM, C YCMEIIKOW CMOTpen Ha mpoTuBHUKA. OH ObUT YBEpeH B mobeie.
Pyka xumMepuiina MeUIEHHO KJIOHMJAch K croiy. Kazamocs, eme HemHoro... Ho cuHme miasa
KoHnana, BCTpeTHBIIMCH C JIMKYIOIIMM B30pOM HEMEJMIIA, BCIIBIXHYIU THEBOM. W BapBap mpusBai
Ha oMo Kpoma!

OH He mo3BOJsUT ce0e TPEBOXKUTH Oora Mo MyCTAKaM, HO TEeNephb, MOXOKE, HACTal MOMEHT,
KOT/Ia CPOYHO TpeboBanach moaepkka. M 6or He ocrancs 6€3y4acTHBIM K MOJIbOAM CBOETO Teposl.
Konan onryrun npunuB cui. OH 3Hal, uro ceiyac Kpowm, ckioHuBumch ¢ ropsl ben Mopr, ¢
TpeBoroit Habmtonaet 3a 6oprooit. OH, KoHaH, He MOCPAMUT CBOETO 3aCTYTHUKA!

Tenepp yxe pyka Kyiryxa Obuta Onm3ka kK TOMY, 4TOOBI O€CClIaBHO yHacTh Ha cToul. JIukoBanue
Ha JIMIE €r0 YCTYNHWJIO MECTO YOUBICHHIO, a 3aTeM M OoT4yasHU. CO CTpaxoM CMOTpPEN OH, Kak
MOXOXKUI Ha KAMEHHYIO IIbIOY KYJITaK KUMMEPHUIa MEIJICHHO TPUTUOAET €0 PYKY K CTOITY.

— XBAaTUT, — OPOXPHUIIEIT OH, — XBATHT, 51 BUKY, KaK Thl CUJICH!

— bopuch! — ckB03b 3y0n! mponienus Konan. — bopuce 10 kon1a!

C HCKaXEHHBIM: IMOKPACHEBIIMM JIUIIOM, Ha KOTOPOM OCOOEHHO CTpaIHo O003HAYUIUCH
CUHSKM M ccaauHbl, KylmyX U3 mociegHuX CWIl CIOCpKMBAaJI HATUCK KuMmMmepuinna. Ho cun
0CTaBaJIOCh BCE MEHBIIE, U CKOPO PyKa €ro KOCHYJIach CTOJIA,

— Tenepp g BUXKY, 4TO Thl AECWCTBUTEIBHO TOT caMblii KoHaH-KMMMepHEl, O KOTOPOM s
CTOJIBKO CHBIIIAI, — cKa3ail Kyiyx, pactrupast JIOKOTb.

— A TBI COMHEBAJICSA? — HACMEIUIMBO CHOPOCHUJ BapBap, MOTPSAXUBas pykol. — Tak 4To ThI:
TaM TOBOPWJI O COKPOBHIIAX, KOTOPBIE HE CMOXKEIIb YHECTH ?

Bricoko B cuHeM 0e300mauHoM HeOe Kpyx uil open-cTepBITHUK. CollHIle manuio HemaaHo. B



pacmajke, Mmoj OAMHOKUM IIOJY3acOXIIMM JEPEBOM, IMOYTH HE J[aBaBUIEM TEHU, CUJNIECIHA JBOE
MyxunH. Henoganeky nacimuce ux JIOMaIu.

— MBI TYT yKe ABe CeAMUIIbI, — HEA0BOJIBHO MpoBopuan Konan. — ['ie oH, TBOi1 3aMOK?

— TlosiBuTcsi, — yOexxaeHHo nporoBopui Kyinyx, — oOsi3arenbHo nosiBUTCs. Hy>)kKHO TOJBKO
HE 3aCHYTb B IMOJIHOYb. ...

— Jlyuiie Ob1 mocaymancs Ilennaca u 3aHsIICS OUUILIEHUEM OT FPEXOB. ..

— Tsou Ilenuac, — Hayan B 3amane HemMeauel, HO, B3INISIHYB HA TOBapUlla, OCEKCS, — I10-
MOEMY, OH IPOCTO MOPOYMJII HaM roJioBy! HpaBCTBEHHOE OUMIICHUE — U MPOKJIIATHE CIAAET Camo!
Jla s, ecu Xo4elib 3HaTh... XM... JAaBHO YK€ OYUCTHUJICS... C T€X MOpP, KaK MEHsI CTaJIu OUTh MoYeM
3psi!

— A MoxeT, Ha000poT — okecTounsica? — capocuin Konas.

Kymyx ¢ mocamoii orBepHyiics. Konan Bctan. Ilpomomxkars pasroBop He XoTesnock. BooOie
HHUYET0 HE XOTEJIOCh B TAKYIO *Kapy. XOTEIOCh CKOPEEe HAWTHU TAMHCTBEHHBIM 3aMOK U COKPOBHIIIA,
oOeIaHHbBIE HEMETUUIIEM.

KonaH B pa3iymbe MoKuBaj, BCIIOMUHAs pa3roBop ¢ BoimeoHukom [lenuacom. Yaponeit cpasy
packycwui, 4to 3a ntuua 3toT Kymyx. He 3ps, HeT, He 3ps HalokeHO Ha Hero 3akisatue. 1 Bpsia nu
€My YIacTCSl OYMCTUTHCS HACTOJBKO, YTOOBI 3akisiTue mano. OH KoBapeH u xutep. U, kaxertcs,
BOBCE HE COOMPAETCS UCTIPABIIATHCS.

«W MeHst oH B3I ¢ COO0H TOJBKO MOTOMY, — pa3MbIlisil KoHaHn, — 4To caM He MOXET JaTh
ornop Bparam. JlagHo. Haliem: cOKpoBHUIIE, €CIIM OH HE BPET, KOHEYHO, U Pa30MJIEMCSl B Pa3HbIE
CTOPOHBIL. ..»

3amok... KumMmepuen yemexnyncsa. OH U paHbIlie CIBIIAI JITCHAY O MOSBISIONIEMCS 3aMKeE.
I'ne-to Tyr, B 3amope, B mpearopbsax, omu3 Kapmamickux rop mosiBisercss 3amok. Kak wyacrto

MOSIBJISIETCSI — HUKTO HE 3HAET, CKOJIBKO CTOHWT, MPEXKIEC YEM BHOBb HCYE3HYTh — TOXE. J[BE
CEJIMHUIIBI OHU PBILIYT O rOpamM, Npsi9ach OT MECTHBIX pa300HUKOB. . .
— Ilocnyman, — Konan BHOBb cen psgoM ¢ Kymryxom, — modemy Thl Qymaellb, 4TO OH

MOSIBUTCA UMEHHO B 3TUX MecTax? [ opel — Beauku! Mbl MOXKEM €ro rofaMHu UCKaTh!

— OH nogBUTCA TYT... s 3Hat0. S 4yBcTBYyr0. — Kymiyx npucransHo nocmotpen Ha Konana. —
S1 HEMHOTO y4HJICS peMECITY KOJIayHa!

— Tr1? — yauBuics Konan. — Bot yx, He mogymain Obi!

— Ha, yanics. A neiTancs y3Harh, Kak CHATB 3aKJATHE. ..

— Hy, BUAHO TBI HEAOYUHIICH. . .

— Tlonoxnem momyHOUM, — 1OYEMyY-TO mpomenTtain KyiryX, — 3aMOK CEromHs MOSBUTCS, S
YBEPEH.

Konan ner u 3a6pocuit pyku 3a 1ojioBy. BpeMs TSHYIIOCH, KaKk yCTaBIMI BEPOIIO MO MYCTHIHE.
IlonHas JyHa medaibHO BBIVISHYJIA M3-3a CKaJibl. KylllyX CTOsUI 4yTh B CTOPOHE M BCMarpUBAJICS
KYZ1a-TO BAAJIb.

BapBap coBcem, ObUIO, 3aapeMall, Kak BAPYr pPE3KUN KpPUK HEMEIuiIla 3acTaBUJl €ro
npuBcTarh. Ha Onmmkalimend rope, KoTopasi enie KoJokoa Ha3zaa — KoHaH MOr B 3TOM MOKJIACTBCS
— ObLIa IycTa. .. BUJHEICA CUITY3T MPU3PAYHOIO 3aMKa.

Kymryx yxxe cemstain momanip.

— Topomnuce! — KpukHYT OH. — 3aMOK CTOHUT HEZOJI0, MHOIZA TOJBKO KOJOKOJI, MHOIAA
CYTKHU U O4€Hb peako poibie. [IoroMm ncyesaer.

— A ecli MBI HICYE3HEM BMECTE ¢ HUM? — crnpocuil KoHaH, TOpOIJIMBO HABbIOUMBAS JIOIIA/Ib.

Kytiyx mpruocTaHoBuIICS. 3alyMYUBO ITOCKpeO O0poxmy.



— He 3Haro... — BeIZaBUJI OH 03a004E€HHO,

— Jla s 1 He HaJesuIcs, YTO Thl 3Haelb. — KoHaH Bckoum B ceqjio. — Briepen!

BOnu3u 3aMok coBceM He BbINIsinen mnpuspadHbiM. Kazamoch, OH CTOAT TYT Beerna.
OrpomHbIii, HENPUCTYIHBINA, MpauHblii. Ho He mpuspaunbiii. CTeHbl ObUTA CIHOKEHBI U3 TSHKEIBIX
KaMEHHBIX O10KoB. Kaxxaplii Onok ObUT akKypaTHO oOTecaH M IJIOTHO MOJOTHAaH K Apyrum. U
TOJIBKO BBICOTA CTEH ObLIa HEecopa3MepHa C OPYrMMHU 3amMkamu. YToObl yBUJETH 3yOuUaTblii BepX
CTEHBI, HY>)KHO OBUIO 3aJIMparh r0J0BY TaK, OyITO XOUellb MONMAaTh PTOM OpEX.

Konan Buzel, Kak UTparoOT B 3Ty UTpy AeTH. [lonOpackiBaro opex — U CKOJIBKO pa3 U3 JIeCATU
MOWMAIOT. ...

— Uemy TbI ynbiOaenbca? — mnpomentan Kymyx. — Hamo momymarb, kak Ham TMONACTh
BHYTDb.

— IlonmpoOyem BHauanie yepe3 BopoTa, — OecrieuHo ckaszayn KoHaH, — BOpyr OHM HpPOCTO-
HAIPOCTO OTKPBITHI?

— A MOXET, UX CTEPEryT?

— Kro? Ilpu3pakn? — KoHaH HECHBIIHO CKOJB3HYI BIOJb CTEHBbl. — KOHEN NpUBSKHA, —
JOHECCsl €r0 HIEMOT, — OHM YTO-TO OecnokosATcs. S qymaro, B 3aMOK OHU HE MOWUIYT.

[TogyBCTBOBaB OTYEro-To JieTKWil 03HOO, Kylyx mpuBsizai KOHEHW K OmrkaiiiieMmy AepeBy U
MOCIENMII BCJE] 3a KUMMEpPUHIIEM, B HEBEpHOM CBETE JIyHBI OH BCMATPUBAJICS B TPEIEUIYILME
TE€HU, TIICTHO NBITA’Ch YBUAETHh TOBAPHUILA, HO KUMMEPHUEL] UCUE3.

— OH € TOJBKO UTO ObLT Y cTeHBI, — OopmMoTain Kyiryx, — kyna oH gencs?

3aueM-ToO OH mocMoTpen HaBepx. [lokazanochk, 4TO Ha caMOM BEPXy MEJILKHYJIO UYTO-TO Oeloe.
Otbneck nyHHoro cBeta? Kyiyx ObICTpO 1€ BAOJb CTEHBI B TY CTOPOHY, Kyaa ckpbuicst KoHaH.

Hemenuenn nHe Obul Tpycom. Ho 3TOT 3amMOK, 3Ta TaMHCTBEHHOCTb, 3TO CTPAHHOE
MCUYE3HOBEHHUE CITyTHUKA. .. Kyllyx cam He 3ameTwil, kak nmooexadn. I ne ;xe Konan?

N3 KycTOB BBIIPBITHYIIA OTpOMHAasi TeHb. Y KyIlyxa octaBanoch BpeMsi, YTOObI UCITYTaThCsl, HO
HE XBaTWJIO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI 3aKpuyaTh. T€Hb cOMIIa €T0 C HOT, MprKaia K 3eMJie, KECTKOM Janoi
3aTKHYJA POT.

— Tume, — npomentan Konan, — He B3aymain 3aoparb! Tel OexuIIb, Kak cTajao OyiHBOJIOB!

Ky1iyx 0OMsIK 1 HEKOTOpOE BpeMs Jiexkasl, HE B CUJIaX MOIIEBETUTHCA.

— 5 6b11 y BOpOT, — mnponoinkain KoHaH, — OHM OTKpBITHL. PerieTka moaHaTa U COBCEM HE
3apkaBena. Ee TyT KTo-To yuctut?

— 4... g "He 3Har0, — npoxpuren Kymyx.

— A 11€ COKpPOBHINA — ThI XOTh 3HACIIb? — TUXO0, HO C yrpo3ou cripocuit Konan

— Jla, — Hemenuen NPUNIYIIEHHO OTKAUUISJICS, — 3HAK0... IPUMEPHO.

OH n1yOOKO B3JIOXHYI U TOAHSUIICS Ha HOTH.

Konan B ynop cmotpen Ha Hero. [Torom mpobopmoTan cede moj HOC:

— 3aMok OyaTo mpuriamaer BOWTH. 30BeT. MHe 3TO He HpaBUTCA. S Bcerga mpearnoduTat
BXOJIUTH TUXO U 0e3 mpumiaieHus. Ho, moxoxe, 4To MHAYE Ty/la HE MOMACTh.

N oba ruranTa Kpaaydyuch HAMpaBWIUCh K BOpoTaMm. OTrpoMHBIE UYyTYHHBIE CTBOPKHU ObLIH
pacnaxHyThel. PemeTka nonnsaTa. Bee, kak u ropopust Konan. MemmmTh ObUIO HENIb3sI — 3aMOK MOT
HCUYE3HYTh B JIFOOOM MUT. MsTkuM KomagbuM 1maroMm KoHaH mpocKoib3HYI B BopoTa. Kyiiyx TeHbio
cienoBai 3a HUM. KoMIaHbOHBI OKa3aJIMCh B OOIIMPHOM JBOPE, BEHIMOILICHHOM KPYITHBIM KaMHEM.

— Bnepen, — mennyn Konan, ykasbiBas Ha BEpU OJHOM U3 OallleH, — TaM TOXE OTKPHITO.

Pemerka mo3agu HUX C TPOXOTOM yrana. X0 MHOTOKPATHO OTPAa3WIOCh OT CTEH W OalleH
3aMKa. 3aKpbIBAsICh, 3aryACIIM YYyTYHHBIE CTBOPKH BOPOT.



— IIpoknsaTee, — npoperyan Konan, — JI0BylIKa 3axXJIONMHYNACh!

— KT10-TO 3HaeT, 4TO MBI BOIIUIU. .. KTO-TO, KTO HaC Jaj... — O6opmoTan Kymyx, npoxa Bcem
TEJIOM.

— JlanHo, Hedero cTosTh, Kak ucTykaHaM, — U KoHaH He mpsiuach, 3ammarai K Oaime

JIOCTUTHYB JIBEpEM, OH 3aMep W MPUCTYIIICSA. TUIMHA MOCJIe MAJACHUS PEUIETKU OITyllaia.
Boiig BHYTpb, KOMIIAHBOHBI ONNISIAENUCH. TecHas miomanka. JIse nectauipl. HaBepx u BHUS.

— Hawm Hano BHu3, — npomentan Kymnryx, — oH cipsiTa rje-To B HoJIBAJIAX. . .

— OHn? — "HenoymenHo cupocun Konan. — Kakoii eme «on»?

— Hy, oHO, COKpOBHIIE. .. CYHIYK C COKPOBHIIEM, — 3a00pMOTa HEMEINEII.

KoHaH penmTenbHO MAarHyi Ha JI€CTHUILY, BEIYIIyIO BBEPX.

— 41 Xxouy BHa4yasae 0CMOTPETHCS.

BuHTOBas JIeCTHUIIA BBIBENIA HA BTOPOM ApYyC 3aMKa. JJJITMHHBINA KOPUIOP, YXOMAUMI B TEMHOTY.
Cucaronme no yriaMm IUIacThl MbUIBHOM MayTHUHBI. 3amnax MJIeCEeHH, ChIPOCTH, 3amycTeHus. Yepes
y3KM€ OKHa IO CaMbIMU CBOJAMHU CKYIIO TIPOHHMKAeT JdyHHbIM cBeT. [lo creHam BHCAT
HE3aXKEHHbIE (haKellbl.

Konan monua yka3zan cnyrHuky Ha (aken. Kymryx cHsi oguH W Bbicek HCKpy. [lmams
KOJICOTFOIIIMMCSI CBETOM OCBETHUJIO MpaydHble CTeHBL. UTO-TO HE Tak ObUIO B 3TOM 3amke. C camoro
Hayana... CIMIIKOM THXO, CIWIIKOM MPAaYHO, CIMIIKOM MHOIO MayTHHBI CBEIIMBAIOCH C MOTOJIKA,
CIIMIIKOM T'YIIKUMU Ka3aJducCh UX IIArd, KOTAa OHU JBUHYIUCH IO KOPUIOPY.

— HyxHo Ob110 MATH BHU3, — O00pMoTan Kyiyx, — He4ero TyT ocMarpuBarbCsl.

— CrpanHHbIH 3amax, — ocTaHoBUJICS KoHaH, — Takue 3amaxu BUTAIOT HaJl MOJIEM OUTBBI, 11O
MPOIIECTBUM HECKOJIbKUX JHEH. Korma BmuTaBmiascsa B 3€MJII0 KPOBb HAYMHAET CMEPJIETh, JaXe
€CJIM BCe YOUTHhIE yke mpeaanbl 3emiie. Cama 3emMJIsi CMEPAUT, 0COOCHHO €CJIU KapKo. ..

— 1 Hudero He uyBCcTBYIO. — Kymyx notsaayn Hocom. — HyXHO BHU3 UATH.

KoHnaH ¢ cOMHEHHEM IISHYII HAa CBOETO CITyTHHKA.

— OcMmotrpum BHavane TyT. Capmmnnb? — OH ¢ CHIOW CXal pyKy Hemeauina. —
Capmmnib?..

N3nanu BoJIHAMU HAKaThIBAJI POIIOT, CIIBIIAJICS 3BOH KYOKOB, MbSHBIE BBIKPUKH.

— D10 TaMm, 3a yroM. JKau MeHs 3/1eCh, HHa4Y€ TBOM TOMOT U MEPTBBIX pa30OynuT, — u KoHan
CKOJIb3HYB BIIEPE, CKPBUICS 32 YIJTIOM.

— He Hano ObUIO... MPO MEPTBBIX... HE K MeCTy... — mpoinentan Kyiryx, kpemnuye ckaB
dhaxer.

Tenepp U 10 HEro JoHeccs cMpaj mpoTyxiero msca. Mnu kposu. KoHnan, qokHO OBITH, B
ATOM Jydinie pazoupaercs. OH He Tak MPOCT, 3TOT BapBap. OH 4yTo-TO TTomo3penaet. [la u cam Kymryx
Toxke xopoi! [TporoBopuiicst moutu cpasy... Tuxo kak! 1 3Byku nupyiiku 3atuxiini. MoxXeT, OHU Tam
Konana yBugenu?

Kymryx BciynmmBasics B TUILIMHY J0 3BOHA B yiiax. Kak B ckiere.

«A OTKyna Thl 3Ha€llb, KaK B CKJIETIE?» — CIIPOCHJI BIPYT KTO-TO Yy HETO B TOJIOBE.

— Yr0?! Kr0?! — BCckpuknyn Kymyx.

C yxacoMm oH ocMmoOTpeics BOKpyr. KaMeHHbIe CTeHBI OyATO MpUONU3WINCh. Tak U HOPOBST
pa3naBuTh. COMKHyTCS, W Oylgenlb BEYHO OpOAUTh IO 3TOMY 3aMKy, pa3/iaBICHHBINA, C
BBIIABJICHHBIMH IJ1a3aMH U TAHYIIMMCSI XBOCTOM W3 BBIBAISIHHBIX B MbUIM KUIIOK... J/la, KUIIKK TyT
OyIyT Bce B MbUIM, U 33 HUMH CTaHET TSHYTHCS JJIMHHBIA cliell, OyATO mpomossia 3Mmes... TyT
CTOJIBKO MbUIHK... Bee cnenpl... Bor cnen Konana — ckonbko ke ero yxe Hetr? Konokois, a MOXKeT
nBa? Beunocts? BoT cTpaHHbIi clien, OyATo 3Mest Tpomos3ia. . .



— Yto?! Hetr! He moxeT ObITh, — mmrentan Kyiryx, — 3TOro He MOXET OBITh... S... €IIe He
pazaaBieH... f... Cnensl! MHOXkecTBO ciiesioB! Kak 310 MbI pasbIle He 3ameTrwin? Jla TyT U nTuLbl
XOAWJIN — BOT OH, Tpexmanblid cies! ToJbKO CAWIIKOM OOMBINON IS NMTHIL... M ClIenbl KOIIBIT.
Oco0enno MHOTO cnefoB KomnbIT! OTKyna Tyt jomaau? Het, HeT, 3To He JOoIaau. .. 3TO APYTHE. ..

Kyiyx 4yBCTBOBaj, 4TO €lle HEMHOIO, U OH coiaeT ¢ yMma. bexars! Hago Oexarb u3 3TOrO
3amka! Her... Oexkarp Hamo, HO He ceWyac. Hago walitm Oanp3aM, Hago HAWTH €ro, 3TO
Yy0J€ICTBEHHOE CPEJICTBO, KOTOPOE CHUMET 3aKJISTUE U CIIETaeT ero 0eccMepTHbIM !

— Ho on Tam, B nogzeMenbsx... B oOIMPHBIX CTPALHBIX, TEMHBIX MO3EMEIbSIX, B KOTOPHIE 5
OIWH HE CMOTY, MPOCTO He cmory moutu. S Tpyc, HaBepHoe. Sl He cmory 6e3 Konana, 0e3
MPOKJISITOTO, HE BEAAIOILIETO CTpaxa BapBapa, KOTOPOro Haao Hakaszarb. Hakazars! Tonbko BHauase
HauTu 3ymkeup. Hy u cokpoBuina, koHe4HO. TaM €CTh U COKPOBHUIIA... HO TEM, KTO 3HAET LIEHY
3JIMKCUPA, TU COKPOBHUIIIA U HE HYXKHBI. .. XOTSI MOXKHO Oy[I€T 3aXBaTUTh. .. MOXKHO. ..

Mbiciau o 6eccMepTur 1 00rarcTBe HEMHOIO PACCEsUIN €T0 CTpax.

«Xopo11o, — JyMaJl HeMeIUELl, — XOPOILO s OyAy MOTOM KUTh, €CIH...»

«/[a, ecnu Tebe ynacTcs nepeKUuTh CETOAHANIHNAN 1€Hb | »

Kro 310 cka3zan y Hero B rojoBe? Uto 3a myrku? I'me Konan? On Opocuin ero! OH HapouyHO
ymen, OpocuB Kyiiyxa Tyr, A€ MOSABISAIOTCS CJIEAbI KOMBIT W 3Bydar B TOJIOBE CTpallHBIC,
3aMOTHJIBHBIE TOJIOCA!

Konan mnosiBuiics kak Bcerga HeOXHAaHHO. Ha muie — TpeBora M 4ro-TO €mie, BO3MOXKHO
OTTOJIOCKH NIEPEKUTOTO CTpaxa.

— TamM HHMKOro HET, — MNpUINIyIIEHHO cKa3an KonaH, — Tam, B 3ajie, TAE MPOXOAHWIN
MUPIIECTBA U OTKyAA CIBIIAIUCH ToJ0ca — HUKOro HeT! [loitaem, mocMoTpuIib cam.

— Jla 3ayeM MHe... — Havan KymyX, HO TyT e IMOCIEIMI BCIE 32 CBOUM CITYyTHUKOM.

OrpoMHbIM TYIKHH 3aj, 3aCTaBJICHHBIA PSAaMH CTOJOB M CKaMEEK, Ka3aJjiCsl HEBEPOSITHOU
BEJIMYMHBI CKienoM. OrpoMHas ycemanbHuLa. Kyinyx ongytun ube-To nmpucyrcTeue. Eie u eme. ..
Onu Bce Tyr. OHu nupytoT. OHM Tenepb BEUHO NUPYIOT. M TONBKO WMHOIIA ISl Pa3BICUEHHS
3aMaHUBAIOT OMHOKMX UCKATEJIE COKPOBUILL U DJIUKCUPA. ..

KoHaH MpayHO CTOSJT y CTEHBI, U, Ka3aJ10Ch, IPUCITYIIABAJICS.

— Kistnyes KpoMom! 310 mogHuMaetcs pemerka! — BOCKJIMKHYII OH. — 3aMOK MPUNIAIIAET
eme rocren!

Kyiryx Hu4ero He ciblliaji, HO ObUI yBEpEH, YTO YYTKOE YXO BapBapa YIOBHJIO CKPUII
MEXaHH3Ma. A TPOXOT, C KOTOPBIM pEIIETKAa 4epe3 HEKOTOPOE BpEMs yIlana, 3XOM OTPa3wiCs OT
KaMEHHBIX CTE€H, U B TOT K€ MUl MOIIHBIA BUXph Opocui ero Ha noji. Konan ObU1 OTOpOIIEH K
CTE€HE, HO yIepXkaJics Ha Horax. Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHMU CO JBOpA 3aMKa JIOHECCS LIyM
OWTBHI.

Ob6a ruranta Opocunuch Kk OoiiHunaMm. [lopasuTenbHOe 3penulle MNPeAcTaio HX B3OpY.
JIBeHa11aTh 3aKyTaHHBIX B U€PHOE TMOKUX BOMHOB OMJINCh C HEBUJIUMBIM MPOTUBHUKOM. KaxibIit
13 OOMIIOB OpyHoOBall cabneil ¢ Takol OBICTPOTOM, UTO Ka3aJlOCh, OH 3aKJIIOUMI ce0si B 000JIOUKY U3
OnecTse B JIYHHOM CBETE MPO3pavyHOM TKaHU. Takoi OBICTPOTHI, TAKOTO MACTEPCKOTO BIAJCHUS
opyxkuem KoHanH He Buaen, noxanyd, HUKOTAAa. MOIIEHBIM JBOP 3aMKa HAIIOJHUJICS 3BOHOM
KJIMHKOB, CTOHAMH U TPOKJIATUSIMH,

— Kro 3tn uepusie? — npomentan Kymyx. — Knsinyces, oHn He ntoau. Jroam Tak HE CMOTYT,
IIPOCTO HE CMOTYT...

Ho, HECMOTps HA BCE CBOE YMEHHWE, YEPHBIE BOWHBI MAJaid OIWH 3a ApyruM. HeBo3MOXHO
ObUIO MPOTHUBOCTOSITH HATUCKY MpHU3pakoB. BoT ocrtamoch uerBepo, Tpoe, NBOE, OAUH... ITOT



MOCJIEeAHUNA caM Kak Obl IMpeBparwics B MpU3paKka U TEHBIO METAJCA IO JBOPY, pa3daBas yAapbl
HEBUIUMBIM IPOTUBHUKAM.

[locTenneHHO OH Hauan OTCTyHarh K creHe. M mocneaHui pa3 B3MaxHyB caOneil, OH BIPYT,
3a)KaB OpY)KHE B 3y0ax, UepHOU TeHbIo Tosie3 HaBepX. OH kapaOKalics, Kak mayk, paCKUHYB HOTU U
pyku. Mur — u uepHas purypka CKpbijiach Ha APYroi CTOPOHE CTEHBI.

— Celiuac OHM BEpHYTCS, HYKHO youparbcs orcioga!l — M KoHaH cTpeMUTENBHBIM IIarOM
BBIIIICIT U3 3aJ1a.

[Ipsitarbest HE MeETNO cMmbIcia. X, KOHEUHO, BUJIEN, HO IIOYEMY-TO TIOKa HE Tporainu. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHM U3 OTKPBITOM [JBEpPU OrPOMHOIO 3ajla-CKJIENa BHOBb pPa3JdaBalUCh
OT/IaJIEHHBIE TOJIOCA MUPYIONMX. 3BOH KYOKOB, MbSIHBIC BEIKPUKHU, CMEX, PYraHb. ..

Konan monua maran mo TeMHoMy kopuaopy. [lopa Obuto cryckarscs B moazemenbe. Bot u
BUHTOBAA JIECTHHUIA, YXOIAIasi B TEMHOTY. ..

[locne HeymayHOM MNOMBITKM MPOHUKHYTH B 3aMOK M BBIHY)XJEHHOro OerctBa, Wianaran
OTJIC)KUBAJICS B Onmuokaiiiield nemepe. FIMEHHO B HEM, B caMOM €€ KOHIIe HauuHAaJICS HEe3aMETHBIM,
MaJICHbKUM — He OOJIbIIe BOTYbEH HOPBHI — MEPIaMyTPOBBIA TOHHENb, OAWH W3 TEX, YTO BCEr/a
MPUBOAAT B LUEHTPAIbHYIO MEHIEPY, IJI€ HAa YEpHOM TpoHE cuauT lloBenuTenb. DTOT CTapHK,
KOTOPBIA MEYTAaET BHOBb CTarb MOJOAbIM. M BHOBb MpPaBUTh JKEJIE3HOW PYKOM IKUTEIIMHU
MO3EMHOM cTpaHbl. TouHee, He KUTESIMH, a pabamu.

becuuncnennoit apmueit paboB, 10OBIBAIOIIMX ISl HETO ajMasbl. 3a4eM €MY CTOJIBKO aJiMa30B?
Hukorna oH He mpeBpalliayl UX B CBEPKAOUME OpPWUIMAHTHL, HE UUTMQOBai, HE OTPaHSI...
Nimanaran 3HaJl TOTaMHYIO MELIEPY, [I€ XPAHUIUCh CYHAYKM C aJMa3aMu. beui Tam U apyrue
JparolieHHbIe KAMHU — HE BBIOPACHIBATH )K€, €CIIU YK HAIUTUCh — HO TaBHOoe ajist [loBenmuTens —
anMmaszbl. MoXeT, ¢ MX NOMOUBI0 OH JENaeT CBOMX HCKYCCTBEHHBIX Jtonell — 30pros? OH,
Nanaran — caenan u3 anmasa? Bps au... XoTs... KTO 3HaeT yapoaes?

Nmanaran 3aayMunBo ocMoTpel cadmio. Hu ool 1mepOrHbI He ObUIO Ha y30p4aToM KIIMHKE.
Bce e rHOMBI — caMble BeJIMYalIlMe MacTepa BceX BpeMeH. [oBennuTenb X04eT uX YHUUTOXKHUTD.
3auem? Ilouemy Obl HEe 3aKIIOYUTH ¢ HUMH A0roBop? IlycTh Obl KOBajid CBOE UYNO-OpYXKUE IS
pactyiieit apmuu 30proB! [loBenuTenb OT CTapOCTH, TOJKHO OBITh, COIIET C yMa. ..

N BOOOI1IE, UTO XK€ Teneph Jeaarh, pa3MbIIUII MPEIBOAUTENL 30PTOB, — SJIUKCUP 51 HE JT00BLI,
MOKa3bIBAThCS HA IVla3a CTapUKy Henb3s. Ha ceil pa3 pa3roBop OyAeT U BOBCE KOPOTKHIl. MoOXeT,
nonpocty nonoxaare? Crpstarbes, noka [loBenuTens He HCTYCTUT TyX?

Ho kak 3HaTh — CKOJIBKO BpEMEHH Ha 3TO noTpedyercs? CTapuk cymeeT HaWTH U OTOMCTHUTD
3a u3Meny. 1, kpome TOro, Hy>KHO MTOTOBOPUTH C 3TUM padom, ¢ MBapom! Cripocuts y Hero, nmouemy
Bce 30pru noruonu? [loueMy oHU HE CMOIVIM OUThCA Tak, Kak Owsics oH, Mmanaran? Jla, HyxHO
CIIPOCHUTBH, HYXKHO. ..

YepHoil TEHBIO CKOJIB3HY 30PT BIJIYOb MEMIEPHI.

JlecTHua, Beayu@s B MOA3EMENbS, 3aMKa Ka3zajlach HeckoHUYaeMou. KoHaH 1men Bmnepeau ¢



OOHa)KeHHBIM MeuoM, Kyliryx — ciieioM, BBICOKO Aepika (paken.

— MBbI y)Ke 1aBHO MPOLUIH MEPBBIN SIpyc 3aMKa, — mpobopmoTan Konan, — a KoHIIa 3ToM
MPOKJIATON JiecTHUIIE HE BUAHO! He nHaue, oHa BeIeT B MPEUCIOIHIONO!

— He roBopu Tak, — mpomenTan HEMEeIUEL, — HE K MECTY.

— 4 BoTr Bce aymaro, — mponoipkan KoHan, — modemy npuspakd Hac He TpoHynu? Tex,
YEPHBIX, HICKPOILIMJIN BCEX, KPOME CAMOTO JIOBKOTO, a Hac — He TpoHynu! [louemy?

Kymyx npomonuan. Eme pano 3Hare Konany o takux Bemax. Eme Oonblle OH MOXeT
HACTOPOXKUTHCS, U TOTZIa — BCE COpBETCA. Bech mian nonpocty pyxHer. Pano, paHo...

— Ilo-moemy, MBI cITyckaeMcs He B MoABaJIbl 3aMka, — KoHaH 00epHYICs, — MBI CITyCKaeMCsI
B HeZpa Topsl. B momzemense, KoTopoe, s AyMaro, K 3aMKY HE HMEET HUKAKOTO OTHOILICHMUS.

— TbI paB, — HexoTs npousHec Kymyx, — ncuye3aronmi 3aMOK — TOJIBKO BOPOTa B APEBHEE
MOI3EMHOE IJaPCTBO.

— Orkyna Thl 3Haeub? — KoHaHy BCE€ MEHBIIE HPABUJICS CKPBITHBIA M XUTPBIA CHYTHUK.
CauIKoM MHOTOTO OH HE CKasall.

— 5 coOupan nerenipl 00 3TUX MeCTax, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETHJI HEMEIUELL.

— 3HauuT, ApEeBHEE MOA3EMHOE NAapCcTBO? — npoBopudall Konan. — W 4to roBopsT jerenasl?
Kto B HeM xui? Ynu )XKUBET U 110 cedl NeHb?

— JlereHipl mIAcsAT, UTO CO3AAaHbI 3TU NELIEPHI B HEIPAX 3€MJIM B HE3aNIaMSATHBIE BpEMEHA, —
Hayan KymyX, — U KTO HX COTBOPUJI — HEU3BECTHO. HEKOTOpBIE CUMTAIOT, UTO THOMBI — BO
BpEMEHaA paclBeTra. Jpyrue roBopATr, 4TO TYT B OTPOMHBIX KOJWYECTBAX IJIOAUIIUCH JPAKOHBL
YIIOMHHAIOT ¥ HEKUX «IIE€PBBIX JTIOACH» — Pa3HOE TOBOPSIT.

— A 4TO JIETeH Il TOBOPAT O COKPOBUIIAX?

— Yro Tyt TasTcs HecMeTHble OorarctBa! Uto ke eme?! Y 4To MHOTO THICSYENETUH APAKOHBI
CTOPOXKHUJIIN ITIOATOPHBIE KJIaJ0BBIE.

HakoHner; OeckoHeuHasi JecTHUIA KOHUYWIAch. llepen moapMu, AEp3HYBIIMMU MPOOpaThCs B
3TO LAPCTBO BEYHOM TBMBI, OTKPBUIACH apKa, 3a KOTOPOW BHIHEIOCh MHOXECTBO XOIOB U
TOHHEJIEH.

— OtpoxHem, — npemtoxui Kyniyx, — a 3a01HO ¥ Opa3MBbICIIAM, KyJIa HAM JBUTAThCA.

KonaH MpayHO 3amMeTHiI:

— Tak TbI, 1 BUXKY, IOHATHS HE UMEEIIb, TI€ TYT T€ CaMbl€ KJIAJIOBBIE, KOTOPHIE JTPAKOHBI
CTEpEIIN.

— 4l 3HA10, YTO HYKHO UATH IO TPETHEMY TOHHEIIO U CUATATh OTBETBICHUS W MOBOPOTHL. B
HY)KHbIE — CcBopaunBarh. He Oecmokoiicsa, Konan, — ycMexHyncs Hemeauen, — 5 MpuBeay Teos
TyAa, Kyza ooermall.

[Tocne xoporkoro otabixa Kyilyx yBepeHHO mouien, BOepen naepka mnepea coboil (aked.
MHoxeCcTBO pa3BeTBICHUN, OOKOBBIX X0/10B... HeMenuel HenpepbIBHO OOpMOTAaI MOl HOC, CUUTAst
ITOBOPOTBHI.

— Ipunum, — HeoxuIaHHO OcTaHOBUICA Kymyx, — TyT, 3a 3TOU ABEPBIO. ..

[lepen HUMM BBICWJIACH JIByCTBOpUaTasi 4YyryHHas [IBepb, YKpallleHHasi Oapenbedamu
HEBEJIOMBIX 3BEPEN.

— Tyt gomxeH OBITH XUTpPBIA 3aMOK, — OopMoTan Kymyx, nepenaB daken Konany u maps
pyKaM# o 006€ CTOPOHBI IBEPH.

C HEKOTOpHIM YIWBICHUEM CMOTpEN BapBap, KaKk MEYETCs BOKPYr IBEPU €r0 CHYTHHK,
Ha)KMMasi Ha BCE BBICTYITBI M paccMarpuBas TPEIMHbBL. BHE3amHO MacCUBHbBIE CTBOPKU PACKPBUIKCH,
KakK Mo BOJIIEOCTBY. A, MOXKET, 3TO ¥ OBLIO BOJIIIEOCTRO.



Kak onepxxumbiii, BOexkan Kymryx BHyrpb. Konan Bomen ciegom. He caumkom Oosibiias
nemiepa, CTeHbl — U3 IeJIBbHOTO KaMHsI, HUKakoW kianku. [lemepa Oblia mMearukoM BBIpyOIeHA B
ckayie. Brnonb cTeH — MaccuBHBIE, OKOBaHHBIE kKele30M CyHIyku. Heckonbko (akenoB Ha CTEHaX.
KoHaH TyT ke 3a)er ux Bce.

— Hy, ut0o? — lonoc HeMeauiina 3BeHesl. — (CMOXENb YHECTH BCE TO, YTO XPAaHUTCS B
cynaykax? Cmorpu! CmoTpu! — OH OTKUIBIBAI OJIHY KPBIIKY 3a Jipyroi. — Cmotpu, Konas!

[Ipu cBere ¢akenoB B CyHAyKax MEPEIUBAIUCH JparolileHHble KaMHU — ajiMasbl, PyOUHBI,
carndupsl, onayibl, U3yMpyAblL... OrpOMHON BEIUYUHBL. .. B HEBEPOSATHBIX KOJIMYECTBAX. . .

Konan, kak 3a4apoBaHHbBIN, MEJJICHHO MEPEXOAUIT OT OJHOTO CYHIIYKa K IPYTOMY.

— Habwusait memok! — U Kymyx mokaszan npumep, 3aue€pIiiHyB HECKOJIBKO TOPCTEN KPOBABBIX
pPYOMHOB.

[loka Konan He TOpomsch, CKJIaJbIBaj B 3aIJIEYHBIA MEIIOK CaMble KPYIHbIE KamMHH, Kyrryx
BeCeJI0 HAaOuJ CBOM TeM, UTO MOMAJI0 MOJ PYKY, a 3aTeéM HE3aMETHO CKOJIb3HYJ B JPYrod KOHEI]
nemepsl. TaM, B HEOOJBIIOW HUINIE CTOsUIa pPe3Has KaMEHHas 4allla, HAlOJOBUHY HamOJIHEHHAs
MPO3PAYHON, TYCTOM KUAKOCTHIO. [IpsAMO HaI yamen HaBucal MEPEIUBAOLIMICI BCEMU L[BETAMU
payrd CTpaHHOIO BHJA CTAJAKTUT. C KOHIIA €ro, pa3 B HECKOJIBKO JIET, OTpbIBajach karuid. [lo
OJTHOM Karljie B HECKOJIBKO JIET... DTO U ObUI SJIUKCUP MOJOJOCTH U BEYHOM KU3HH.

— Mamno, mano Harekno, — O6opmoTan Kymax, — MOXeT He XBaTUTh... — TPACYIIMMHUCS
pyKamMu OH TOJIHEC Yallly KO PTY, IIIYOOKO B3JOXHYII M BBINUJ coaepxkumoe. [lokazanocek, 4To oH
IJIOTHYII CTYCTOK OTHSI. HO MrHOBEHHOE XKE€HUE MPOILIO, U HEMEIMEL] IOYYBCTBOBAJI IPUJIUB CHUJL.
3epe HauMHAJIO JICCTBOBATD.

Ntak, 3IMKCUP BBIMUT, MEMIOK C KAMHSIMU HAJCKHO MPUBA3aH 32 IJIEYaMU, [MOPA BBINOJIHUTH
TO, 4TO 3aaymaHo. CxBaruB (akein, Kymryx OblcTpbIM marom mnpoiues Mmumo KoHana, u mpexzae yem

KUMMCPpHUCH IIOHAJI, YTO €10 HpClAaiv, — 3aXJIOIHYJI YYI'YHHBIC CTBOPKH. I[BCpI/I 3aKpPBLUINCE C
JICTKHUM IIPUTITYHICHHBIM CTYKOM.
— VYMeau THOMBI ACarb... — YCMCXHVYIICA HEMCAUCH. — n 6CCHIYMHI)I€, n JICTKUE, "

OTKPBITh MO)KHO TOJIBKO CHAPYXH. ..

— Konan! — kpuknyn Kymyx. — IlocMoTpu, 4to cipsitaHo B caMoM 0oJibiioM cyHayke! Tam,
B KoHI1Ie nemepsl! [Tocmorpu, Konan, mocmorpu!

Konan Bce MOHS, KaK TOJBKO 3aXJIONMHYIUCh IBEPU. YKE 3HAsA, YTO 3TO OECIOJE3HO, OH,
HarpAras MbIIIIbL, yHIepcss B CTBOpPKY IuiedoMm. TonkHyn. Pa3, apyroii... 3arem, mogHecss Ommxe
(akeJ, cTaja UCKaTh MOTANHON KaMEHb, KOTOPBII MOT Obl OTKPBITh ABEPH.

— He nerraiica, Konan otkpseith ux u3Hyrpu! — Becenmics Kymryx. — OHM OTKpBIBAIOTCS
TobKo cHapyxu! Jlydie mocMoTpu B Oombiiom cyHayke! Crneayronmii, KTO ciofa IpuaeT, o Tede
no3abotutcs! [TocmoTpu!

CkpuniayB 3yoamu, Konan orisHyincs. JIedCTBUTENBHO OIWH, CaMbIi OOJIBIIONW CYHIYK OBLI
3aKkphIT. [logoiiast U OTKUHYB KpbIIKY, KoHaH yBUAEI, YTO CYHAYK JOBEPXy HAOUT CKeJeTaMHu.

— Bor Takoe opyxue Jenanud THOMbI, — 3aKaHuMBajl paccka3 MBap, cuisg Ha KaMHE B
OKPYXEHHUU TOBAPUIICH.

— 3HAUYUT, €10 MOKHO OTIIMYUTH MO y30paM? — CHPOCHUIT KTO-TO.

— Jla HeT, mo y30paM-TO Kak pa3 U OIMOUTHCS JETKO. Y30p4arylo-TO CTajlb Hallld KOBAaTh



Haydriiuch! OTIUYUTH TOJBKO MO MPOYHOCTH MOXKHO! XOTh KAMHHM PyOHM €#, XOTb JKeJie30 — He
OfHOM BbILIEpONMHBI He Oymet! /la mo rubkocTH — cabmio U3 TOW CTajid, YTO THOMBI BBIKOBAJH,
MOXXHO B KOJIECO COTHYTb, €CIIH CUITY, KOHEYHO, IPUMEHUTH OTPOMHYIO. A OHA pPa30THETCA — U KaK
HU B yeM He ObiBasio! BoT uto 3Ty crank ominyaer! Jla Toabko Majo y:ke THOMOB ocTaeTcs. Maio u
cabeb JieJaeTcs.

— Hy, a Te, 4To paHbllle OHM clieslalii — KOTJa UX, THOMOB, MHOTO ObUIO — KYyJIa X T€ cabnu
JETUCH?

— 3Hamo kyna! PaHbllle-TO BOUHOB ¢ OpyXueM XOpoHWIH. OCOOCHHO 3HATHBIX — Y HHUX, ¥
3HaTHBIX, U OBUIO ATO 4Yyno-opyxue. C HUMU OHO B MOTWJIE M JIEKUT. MHe Jaxe KypraHbl
MOKa3bIBAJIH, TJI€ TIOXOPOHEHBI 3HATHBIE BOMHBI ¢ Ca0ISIMHU U KMHKaJaMU THOMOB.

— A ecin?..

— Jla Henw3s! Henb3s TpeBokuUTh mpax BOMHOB! M BOOOIE HENb3s Mpax TPEBOXKHUTH... —
NBap yMoOJIK, B 33 TlyMYUBOCTH MOANEPEB CEAYIO TOJIOBY KOCTISBBIM KYIaKOM.

[locTenenHo ToJa crajia peleTh, JOAN PACXOIWIUCH MO0 PAa0OOYUM MECTaM — IPUIIISIBIBATh
3a capkoaramu, TONJAEPKUBATh HYXKHYIO TEMIEparypy, BOBpPEMsI TOJCHINATh HYXHbIE
UHTPEMEHTHI. [TTyOOKO 3aayMaBIIMCh, CUJEN CTApblii MacTep, a KOTjAa MOMHSUT B3NS, TO YBUJIEI
niepen codoit Mmanarana, ero moTeMHEBINIEe OT THEBA JIUII0, OCIICHBIC T71a3a.

— Ckaxu MHe, pad, — MPOIIMIIEI 30PT, — MOYEeMY ThI JaJI MHE TIJIOXUX BOUHOB?

WBap crokoiHO MOCMOTPEN B INIa3a HCKYCCTBEHHOIO YEJIOBEKA U YBUJIEN B HUX CBOKO CMEPTh.

— S Hanesiics, 4yTO Bac Beex nepedbioT, a [loBenuTens caoxHet 6e3 cBoero 3einbs. M Toraa Mol
BCE CMOXXEM MOKUHYTh 3TH MECTa, — MPOCTO CKa3aj OH.

— Pa6! XKankoe, cMepTHOE cyiiecTBo! — mmmnen 30pr. — Thl cI0OXHEb NePBbIM!

— 51 He pab, s cBOOONHBIN YEeIOBEK M yMpy cBOOOAHbIM! — MBap cMello IISHYI B JIMIO
maBHOMY 30pry. [lotom oH Bapyr yBujen ero oOyThle B YEpHBIE Callord HOTH, MOTOM IMemepa
HECKOJIbKO pa3 MepPeBEPHYIach, U OH CTal CMOTPETH B M1a3a MillaHarany oTKyiaa-To CHU3Y...

N Ttonpko Torma MBap noHs1, 4T0 eMy OTPYOHJIH TOJIOBY. ..

C kpukamu Hananau Ha 3opra jroad. Ho kyma uM, 3adaxumm 0e3 KUBUTEILHOTO COJTHEYHOTO
CBETa, MPOTUB UCKYCCTBEHHOIO CYIIECTBA, YOMMUIIBI, BOOPYKEHHOTO K TOMY K€ OpY>KHEM THOMOB!
Monua okyrancs Wimanaran OnecTSIMM MOKPHIBAJIOM W3 Y30pUaTod CTajad, W Hadyald OJIUH 3a
JIPYTUM pacliajaTbCsl Ha KPOBaBbIe KYCKM MAaCTEPOBBIC JIFOJH, JEP3HYBIIME MOJHATH PYKY Ha 30pra.

TiarenbHO OCMOTpPEB Mnemepy, KoHaH MoHsuI, 4TO moran B WJICaJbHYIO JIOBYIIKY. J[Bepu HE
OTKPBITh, CTEHBI, €CTECTBEHHO, HE NPOOUTh. byab OHU CIOXKEHBI W3 KaMHS, MOXHO OBLIO
MOTIBITATBCS paciliaTaTh MEYOM, BBIHYTh HECKOJIBKO KaMHEW, mpopBarbcs Hapyxky. Ho monduth
LEJbHBIA KAMCHb. ..

C rpycThi0 mpucesn TMraHT Ha OJUH M3 CYHAYKOB C COKpoBHUIIAMH. Eme paHblie, yBUIECB
MYCTYIO 4allly, OH IOHsI, 3a4ueM Ien ctoaa Kymyx. Dnukcup!.. Bripouem, COKpoBHIIa OH TOXKE HE

3a0bU1 MpuxBaTUTh. A eMy, KoHaHy — 4ellOBEeKY, KOTOpPBIA BBIXOIWJI KUBBIM H3 CTOJIBKHUX
mepeiesIoK, MPEACTOUT TYT YMEPETh W OBbITh, Yepe3 COTHIO JIeT, YIOKCHHBIM B CaMbIid OOJBITION
CYHIYK.

[locne d4ero mnpuIIeAIMA BBINBET HWJIM 3a0€peT ¢ COOOW JIUKCHpP, HAOBET KapMaHbI
AparolieHHbBIMM KaMHSIMU M CIIOKOWHO YiJIET 4epe3 UyryHHbIC KOJJOBCKHE JBEpPH, CpaOOTaHHBIC



THOMaMu. YHUJIET, €CIIA €0 HE NMPEAACT TOBAPUI U HE 3aKPOET TYT, B 3TOM UJI€AJTbHON MBIILIEIOBKE.
B sTOM n0OBylIKE, B KOTOPYIO, CYIs IO CKEJIeTaM, IONajgajld MHOTHE U3 T€X, KTO MPUILEN CHOAA C
TOBAPUILEM 34 COKPOBUILAMU MJIIA IUKCUPOM. Dakelbl CKOPO MOTacHYT, U CMEPTh MPUAET BO ThME,
B BEYHOU ThMe 3a0pOITICHHOM MOI3EMHOM CTPaHBL. . .

BHe3anHo nBepu OE€CIIyMHO pacnaxHyIUCh, U MSTKOW, TAHIIYIOIIEW MOXOAKOW B 3aj BOILEI
3aKyTaHHBIA B YEPHOE, OCTPOHOCHIM, MOXOKUM Ha XOpbka denoBek. KoHan Bckoumi. Heckonpko
MTHOBEHUI JBa BOMHA MOJIYa CMOTpPEIU B Ma3a Apyr npyry. Mimanaran He BeIHYI cabmto, Konan
TaK>Ke He cTajd oOHaxarh opyxue. ToabKko MEAJIEHHO, KaK Obl HEXOTSI MOOIIET TOOIMKE K ABEPSIM.
3opr caenan HeCKOJbKO IIaroB B CTOPOHY, HO HE CTajl OTXOAUThH OT JiBepu Aasieko. O4eBUIHO, OH
3HAJI €€ CBOKCTBA.

— Kr0 ThI? — WImaHaran npucTaibHO CMOTpPEN B Ia3a kumMmepuina. — U kak croga nmonain?

— 1 Konan u3 Kummepun. A kak nonan? — Bapap ycmexayncs. — MeHs 1oajio 6pocui
3J€Ch MOM TOBapHUILL

— Konan? 4 capiman o Tebe! 3auem Thl mpuiien crona?

— 3a COKpOBHUIIIAMHU. A BOT MOU OBIBIIIMI TOBAPUILL, UMEN €IIE OIHY IETb. ..

— OH BpIuI ero?! — Bckpuyai 30pr. — Bemmn?! Oreevait!

— Cxomm ¥ MOCMOTpPH, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3ay KoHaH u... eaBa ycrnes OTCKOYUTh.

30pr HEYIOBUMBIM JIBH)KEHHUEM BBIXBATUJI Ca0lt0 M paccek BO3IyX B TOM MECTE, I1ie MUT Ha3aj
CTOSUT €r0 MPOTUBHHUK. OTNPHITHYB M BbIXBaTUB Med, KoHaH mpuHsu1 OOEBYIO CTOMKY, OXHUIas
HOBOIo HamazaeHus. He ocraBanoch COMHEHHMH, YTO IMEpE] HUM TOT CAMBIM YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM,
KOTOPBI BHUPTYO3HO Jpajicid C Npu3pakaMu. EAMHCTBEHHBIM OCTABIIMICS B JKUBBIX W3 OTpPsAJA,
MPUIIEIIETO B 3aMOK.

bricTpoTa ero nBuxkeHUM mopaxaina. ToJbKO 4TO B pyke ero Obuia cadisi — MUT CHYCTsI OHA
ucuessa, a KOHTYPhl BOMHA CTAJIM PaCIUIBIBAThCA, OyATO OKYTaJIUCh CEpeOpHUCThIM TymaHoMm. Ha
Konana HagBuranace cranpHas 3aBeca. 30pr HACTYIal HEYJIOBUMbBIM, CKOJIB3SIIAM IIATOM.

OrpomHbIi M€4 KUMMEPHUIIIa, CO CBUCTOM OIKCAB AYTY, OOpYIIMJICS Ha MPOTHUBHHUKA. Takoi
yaap mpoOuBaj Jr00ble TOCHEXH, pacKajblBasl, KaK OpEXH, IMTHI, JIOMaJ, KakK INENKH, cadiu u
araradbl. HOo TNpOM30IIIO0 HEBEPOATHOE — M€Y OTCKOYMJI OT CBEPKAIOMIEH 3aBECHI, KaK OT
ITPAaHUTHOU CKaJbl!

Nmanaran Hactynan. HecmoTpss Ha BClO OBICTPOTY, KOTOpPOM BapBap TakK YIAUBIISLI
MIPOTUBHUKOB, IO CPABHEHUIO C 30PIOM OH Ka3aJICS MEJUIUTEIBHBIM U AK€ HEYKIIIOKUM. Bpemenu
0CTaBaJIOCh HEMHOTO — CKOPO 3TOT CTPAHHBIN, MOXOXKUM Ha OBICTPOE, XUIIHOE KUBOTHOE OO0e€Il
3ar'OHUT €T0 B YIOJI, IJI€ HEBO3MOXXHO Pa3BEPHYTHCS C MEUOM. ..

[TompoGoBaB eie ONUH MOIIHBIA MPOOUBAIONMK yaap U MOJYYUB TOT Ke pe3ynsrar, Konaxn
pelMI U3MEHUTDH TAKTUKY.

[Ilupoko pa3MaxHyBIIMCh, 4YTOOBI MPOTUBHHUK OXKJAJA TaKOTO € Yyaapa, Kak U JBa
NPEAbIAYIIMX, OH, PE3KO KPYTAaHYBIIMCh BOJYKOM, MPUCET M YIapWJI MEYOM IO HMKOJIOTKaM
YEpPHOIO BOUHA.

VYnuBnenno cmotpen MimaHaran Ha Jiexxalme psijioM ¢ HUM €10 COOCTBEHHBIE HOTU, 0OyThIE B
noporue carnoru. [Ipudem, BepxHssS IMOJIOBUHA Callor OCTajlach Ha HEM, a HUXKHSA, BMECTE CO
CTYITHSIMU JI€Xkaja psaoM. boiu oH He 4yBCTBOBAJ — TOJBKO O€3MEpPHOE YAUBJIICHHE.

OTOT BOMH oOKazajucs Jjaydie ero! Otor denoBek!.. Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXHO? 3HAUWT,
[loBenuTenb co3/all HE CaMbIX JYYIIMX BOMHOB? A MOXET, JIOAM BOBCE HE TaK ILUIOXH, KaK OH
ayman? MoxeT cpeld HUX MHOTO ITpeKpacHbIX 00i110B? U Korna HaxybIHYIA CIEeTsIas, TyMaHsIas
CO3HaHUE 00JIb, OH MOCJIETHUM MPOOIECKOM MBICIU MOHSI, YTO OTHOCUTEILHO JIIOJICH ObUT U MPaB,



Y HE NpaB OHOBpEMEHHO. [IpocTO OH BCTpeTUIICA ¢ CaMbIM JIy4IIIMM BOMHOM-YEJIOBEKOM. TOJIBKO U
BCETO...

OnHuMm ObICTpBIM yaapoMm Medya KoHaH mpekparuil MydeHus 3opra. HeMHoro nocrosui, Kak Obl
OTJaBasi JaHb BEJIMKOJENHOMY (DEXTOBAIBLIMKY, MOTOM IONOIIEN K CYHAYKaMm M IIPOIOJIKUI
HaOMBaTh CYMKY aJMa3aMH.

BBepx, BBepx 1o OeckoHeuHou jecTHulle — Konan cnemms u30 Bcex cuwil. Ho nmaxke ero
BBIHOCJIMBOCTH HE XBaTrayo. HeCKoJIbKO KOPOTKHUX MEpEBIIIEK HA CTYIIEHbKAaX U OMSATh — BBEPX.

Hakonenr — 3Hakomast Oammsa. J[Bepu BO JBOp 3aMKa OTKPBITHL. MOIlEHBIM BOp, BOpOTa
pacmaxHyTsl, pemetka nogHara!l Ckopee k Bbixoay!.. Ckopee MHUHOBarb 3TH NPENATEIIBCKHUE
Bopota... Ho — uto 310?! O, Kpom! 3a Boporamu — Het Huuero! Ilycrora. IIpoBai. IIpo3paunas
neJieHa MyCTOTHI.

Co 3MeunHbIM 370paacTBOM HaOmoman Kymyx, kak ucdesan 3amok. BHauasne mogepHyncs cu3oi
JIBIMKOM, 3aT€M CTaJI KOJbIXaTbCs, KAK MapeBO, U, HAKOHEI], Yepe3 KPAaTKui, HEYJIOBUMbBIA MMWI, HA
BEpIIMHE X0JIMa YK€ HUYETo He ObLIO.

[TocMeunBasicb, HEMEIUEL OCEJIA CBOETO KOHS, Y3J€UKY BTOPOIO MPUBS3AI K CEJITY, 3aIyCTUI
PYKY B CYMKY CO CBEpPKAaIOIIMMH TMPHU COJHEYHOM CBETE€ KAMHSIMH, PAJOCTHO B3JIOXHYI U
HETOPOIUJIMBO TPOHYJICSI B OOpaTHBIN MYTh.

C TpynoM NOIHSB OTSDKEJEBIIYIO ToJI0BY, [loBennTENb 00BET MYTHBIM B30pOM CKJIOHUBIIMXCS
Iepe]l HUM 30proB. [[pIXaHHE C TSKEJIBIMUA XPUIIAMU BBIPBIBAJIOCH U3 €TO OAPAXIICBILETO TENA.

N3 Hexgp 3emiiM, MOCTENEHHO HapacTas, JOHOCHUJICS TPEBOXKHBIM T'yl. B mocimenHuit pas
BCKHMHYJICSI Ha YEPHOM TPOHE CTpAlIHBIA CTAPHUK, 3aXpUIIE]l M 3aTUX. 1€JI0 €ro, ¢ MOMOIIBIO
BOJIIIEOHOTO 3JIMKCUpPA COXpaHSBIICE XMW3Hb B TEUCHHUE THICSUENETHM, Ha Ila3ax 30pIoB CTaJIO
pacranarbcs, Ocelarb, KpOIMThCs. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUM HAa TPOHE JIEXkKaJIa TOJIBKO TOPCTh
TEMHOIO ITpaxa.

['yn HapacTai. 30pru BHE3aIlHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIN CTPAaHHBIE H3MEHEHHUS B CBOMX MCKYCCTBEHHO
CO3JaHHBIX Tenax. PyxHyna cuia, CKperurfron@s UX MBI, KOCTH U cyxokuiausd. HenoymeHHo
a/1aJId KICKYCCTBEHHBIE CYILECTBA, CO CTPAXOM INISIAS APYT Ha JIpyra.

3eMJia cTOHaJa u comporainack. CyToporu NpoXoarJIy 10 BCEM MEPIAMyTPOBBIM TOHHEISAM, 10
OTPOMHBIM TEelepaM, CO3JaHHBIM BOJIIIEOHOW CUJION Tpo3HOro crapua. [logzeMusiii Mup pynmics.
3eMiid momom@ana TO, 4TO €W IPUHAJUIEKAI0 MCHOKOH BEKOB. llemepa, rme Ha yepHOM TpoHE
JIeXKaJla TOpCTh Mpaxa, paCKoJI0JIACh HAIBOE, U OCTABIIMECS B JKUBBIX 30PTH YBUJIEIIA PA3BEP3LIYIOCS
10/l HUMH IIPONAcCTh, HA JHE KOTOPOU KIIOKOTaja PacILIaBICHHAs MarMa.

WM packaneHHbIe HEpa MOIOTUIIA OCTAHKU TOTO, KTO JAEP3HY/I KOIJa-TO BTOPTHYTHCS B CBATAsS



CBATBIX MarCpu-3CMIJIH.

C TsxensiM cepauem BepHyicsa Konan B 3amok. Kyma maru? Ha Bropoit sipyc, rae mupyroT
npuspaku? Wnu 3a0parbcsi Ha caMblil BEpX — OCMOTpeThesi? Bpsin . yBUIUIIL YTO-TO HOBOE. ..
YTo MOXXHO BOOOIIE YBUJIETh, €CIU BOKpYr myctoTa? Yto ocraercs? XKnparb, korga 3aMOK BHOBb
CTaHET peajibHbIM, BHOBb MOSIBUTHCSI HA cTapoM MecTe? A e oH ceituac? Kak Bce 3T0 OObSICHUTH?
Hcyesarommii 3aMOK. . .

YtoObl X0Th 4eM-TO 3aHsThCs, KoHaH penmi o0cienoBars NepBbiid sipyc. Takoil ke MbUIbHBIN
kopuaop. Ta e mayruHa, CBUCAmOUas ¢ MOTOJKA. Bce Tak ke, Kak U Ha BrOPOM spyce — HeE
CJIBIIIHO TOJIBKO OTJAJICHHOTO 3Xa Mnpu3payHoro nupa. HaoOopor — Tskenasi, THETyIIas TUILMHA.
Hu ognoro 3Byka. MoXeT, €10 B TOM, UTO 3aMKa YK€ HET Ha npexxHeM Mecte? OH cerldac, CKopee
BCETO, MPOCTO HE CYILECTBYET. ..

Konan MemieHHO OBUHYIICS IO KOpuaopy. CTpaHHO — HE CIIBIIIHO J1ake ero maros. Eciau Bce
TaK e, KaKk Ha BTOPOM s[pyce — celyac, 3a OBOPOTOM OyayT ABEpH. 3a JBEPSAMU — BO3MOKHO,
TAKOM K€ 3aJl, KaKk ¥ HaBepxy. TOT, BEpXHUH 3aJ1 HAMOJHEH MPU3PAKaMU. A YTO OH BCTPETUT TYT?
[Tycrory?

CrpanHas HepeunmTeabHOCTh oBiazena Konanom. CrouT nu OpoauTh ceyac mo 3amKy?
3auem? Moxer, Jiydille TPOCTO CECTh Yy BOPOT U KJAATh?..

[loBepHYB 3a yroj, OH B COMHEHHM OCTAaHOBHWJICS. TakoW K€ JJIMHHBIA KOPUIOp, TaKas XKe
IBeph HeBnajieke. Bee, kak Ha BropoM sipyce. U... Te xxe obutarenu? Unu npyrue — eie xyxe?
[loka3anock BApYI, YTO B KOHIIE KOPUIIOpA MEJIbKHYIA TE€Hb. UTO-TO HEYIOBUMOE — Kak Obl
BBIIJISIHYJIO M3-3a CJIEAYIOLIEr0 MOBOPOTa U CKpbUIOCh. IIpocTo mocMoTpeno Ha Hero. YOeaunocs,
YTO OH TYT — YEJOBEK W3 IUIOTH U KpoBU! OH TyT, OH B WX BIACTU... HEmpUATHBIA XOJIOHOK
npoOeskall o CIIMHE CEeBEPSHUHA.

[Ipuspaku... Pa3zBe MoxHO wux oponetb Meyom?! HeonbHO KoHaH BCIOMHMI, Kak
paclpaBUIIMCh MPU3PAKU C OTPSIIOM HENMPOIIEHHBIX TocTeN. HyXHO 1 eMy MITH U 3amisabIBaTh B
3an? HaBepHoe, 3TOT 3aJl Tak K€ YCTaBJEH CTOJaMu U ckaMeiikamu. M Tam HuKoro HeT. M Tonpko
9X0 OTAAJIEHHOU IMUPYILKHA PA3HOCUTCS B T'YIIKOU ITycTOTE. M KTO K€ 3TO, UHTEPECHO, BBINVISIHYI U3-
3a yma? OHH 3aMETHIIM MEHSI, OHU YBUJIEIIH, YTO 5 U1y, OHU TOTOBATCS K BCTPEUE. ..

CrucnyB 3yObl, Konan meqneHHo nBuHyncsa Bhepeld. Bor oHa asepr — HampaBo. HyxkHo
TOJBKO OTKPBITh M BOWTH. Jlerkwil MOpBIB BETpa XOJIOAKOM IMpoOekan Mo CIuHe. byATo ube-To
JIESHOE JIbIXaHHUE. . .

Konan HeBeceno ycMexHylcsi — CTpaHHbIe MbICIM Je3yT B rojoBy! JlensHoe papixanue!
Jlensinoro apixaHusi He ObiBaeT... Pa3zBe 4To... y MepTBBbIX... XOTS, HET — KaKO€ € JbIXaHUE Y
MepTBbIX? MepTBbie HE abluar. M eciin OHM ¥ XOAST MHOTA, OKUBIICHHBIE KOJIJOBCTBOM, TO — HE
npimar. OHY HE MOTYT JBIIIATH XOJIOAOM. XOJIOA MPOCTO caM cieayeT 3a Humu. lloscrony. Bot u
ceryac B 3aMKE CTAJIO MPOXJIAIHO.

Bapsap HeBosnbHO moexwulics. [louemy Bapyr y Hero 3amepsna cnunHa? [loTomy 4TOo KTO-TO,
WJIA 9TO-TO 3a HEeH celdac mpooexano? MokeT OH — TOT, KTO IpoOekalr 3a CIIMHON — 3aJe €ro,
okyrain xonogom? Bot onste! Byaro KTo-To npukocHycs!..

Konan mpuskaiicsi 3ajieieHeBIlel CIMHON K cTeHe W BbIHYI Med. CTpaHHasl BAJIOCTh ObLIa B
Mbimiax. CkoBaHHOCTb. OH €O 3JIOCTBIO CTHUCHYI 3yObl M HECKOJBKO pa3 m1yooko B3aoxHyl. C



JIETKUM BETEPKOM MpUHECHO 3anax. Onark TOT caMblii THUJIOCTHBIN 3aIax MPOJIUTONW HECKOJIBKO
JTHEW Ha3a]l KPOBH.

OT1o 3actaBisuio 3aaymarbcsi. CKONBKO K€ KPOBH OBUIO MPOJUTO B CTEHAaX 3TOTO 3amKa?
CKOJBKO TPENCMEPTHBIX KPUKOB CIBIIATH 3TH KaMHU? CKOJIBKO MPOKISATHM, CTOHOB... EMy
nokasanocbk? HeT, TaM, 3a 1BEpbIO IEUCTBUTENBHO KTO-TO CTOHET. TaM, HaBepXy — MUPYLIKA, a TYT
— cTOHBI? MoxeT ObITh 3a IBEphl0 — KaMmepa nbITok? HyxHo BONTH M mocMOTpeTh... Ho 3auem?
Pa3Be ot 3TOr0 uro-unoOynp usmenutca? Het, Hy>xHO BoiTH!

Bue3zanHo KoHaH BCOMHUII, KaK XJE€OHY OAHAXIbl CKUCILIETO BHHA. YKCYC, KHCIISITHHA, J1a
€me MU C 3amaxoM IUieceHH... lIpoTaHyB pyKy, yKe B3SBIIMCh 3a pE3HYIO pydky, KoHan
MOYYBCTBOBAJl BO PTY MPHUBKYC MPOKUCIIETO BUHA W TeceHu... Henb3s memmuts! Ecou ceituac
MPOMEUIUTH — TOT/Ia OH HUKOTJIA HE CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh Ce0sl OTKPBITH ATY JBEPH!

3a cnuHOW omATh mpoOexkan KTo-TOo XxoJionHblii. Kummepuen He cram Ha cedl pas
OIS IBIBATHCA. TOJIBKO BHOBB ITOYYBCTBOBAII JIEASHOE JbIXaHUE.

OnATre HaxXJIBIHYIM BOCITOMUHaHUA. KOHaH BCIOMHMII, KaK KOTAA-TO XOpOHWJI ToBapuu@. OH
BBIPBUT INTYOOKYIO MOTHILY, YTOOBI HE 1I00paiuch 10 MEPTBOIO BOMHA mIakaibl. [71yookyro moruiy. U
KOIZ]a OH CITYCTHJICA B HEE CaM M CTAJI OITyCKarb MEPTBOIO APYra, TO ITOYYBCTBOBAI XOJIOA. XOJIOL
3emi. MorunbsHbI Xooa. M xomom mepTBoro Ttena, kotopoe Oyaer TyT 3akomaHo. OH Torma
OEpe’KHO YIOXKUJI TIABIIETO APYyra, BIOKUI €My B PYKY Med, MOMPABHII OJEKIY — CHelal BCe, KaKk
HaJI0, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO €My TaK XOTeJIOCh MOCKOpee BhiOparhcsi HaBepX. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO
XOJIOJI MOCTENEHHO MPOHHUKAJ, Ka3aJIOCh B CAMYKO KPOBb, JIEIECHU CEpJIEe, KAMHEM OILYIIAJCA B
KEITYIIKE.

TakuM e MOTHJIBHBIM XOJIONOM Ha HEro MOBEsUI0 U cedyac — OT TOro, KTO mpodexan 3a
CIIMHOM; OT JIBEpH, KOTOPYIO OH ceryac pacraxHeT. OT KaMEHHBIX XOJIOAHBIX CTEH, OT BCETO ITOIO
IIPU3PAYHOIO 3aMKa, INIEHHUKOM KOTOPOIO OH CTall.

Pesxo mepuyn BapBap aBepHyto pyuky. [loutu OeciyMHO, ¢ JIETKMM CKPHUIIOM PaCKPBUIUCH
nBepu. ' poMue cTanu CTOHBI, CUIIBHEE MIAXHYJI0 THUEHUEM. Ele XonoaHee cTano BOKPYL.

CnenaB HeckoJibKO maroB, Konan ocmotperncs. Takoit xe 3a1. ToJbKo HE CTOJIOB, HU CKaMEEK.
Bmecto HuX — opynust nbIToK. Jlpi0a, kojieco, pa3HOTO pa3Mepa KPIOKW JUIsl MOABEIIMBAHUS 3a
pebpo. Hemomaneky — TOpH, NOXOKHW Ha Ky3HEYHBIM, HO UMECIOIMMH COBCEM HMHOE
npeaHazHayeHue. He i KOBKM HarpeBajaocCh TYT xkene30. i apyrux neneu. ..

Ty ke nexanu MpeaMeThl, KOTOPbIE HAKASUIM KOTAA-TO Ha 3TOM ropHe. OrpOMHBIE MBI
— pa3pbIBaTh NONATIMBYIO, JBIMSAIIYIOCS MJIOTh U BBITATUBATH KHUJIbL TOJICTHIE UTOJIKM — 3arOHSThH
UX, PAaCKaJICHHBIE TOKPACHAa, IO HOT'TH. MHOXEeCTBO pa3HOTo pasMepa MpyTos. ..

Mennenno o6xomun KoHaH 3Ty MBITOUYHYIO MacTepckyro. Bot yxacHoe mpucnocoOnenue ais
IMOCTENIEHHOIO, MYYUTEIBHOTO Pa3JAaBivBaHUs HOI'M. BOT HaKOBajIbHS — BCS B 3aCOXIIEU KPOBHU, U
Ha HEH MOJIOTOK — PaCILUIIOIMBATh KKABIM YIApOM I10 OJHOMY Najiblly Ha pykax... KpoBp u Ha
MoJioTke. M Oyaro Oesnbie 0CKOJKU KOCTel pazopocanbl BOKpYT. Wnu 3To uynutcs? KpoBb, CTOHBL. ..

OtpaneHHble CTEHAaHWs ONATH JOHECIHWCh JO CllyXa BOMHA. DbyATO W31ameka BETpOM
NPUHOCUMBIE 3ByKM — KPHUKH, BOIUJIM, MOJBOBI O MOIIAJAE M HAaJl BCEM 3THUM, NEPEKpbIBas rojoca
HECUYACTHBIX Y3HUKOB — TPOMKHH, 3700HBIM cmex! (CMeX HACBITUBLIETOCS YIOBIPS,, CMEX
MCTOYAIOLIET0 35100y YyldOBUIIA B uejgoBedeckoM oOnuke. Toro, KTo ObUT TYT, B 3ajie AJIs IBITOK,
XO35IMHOM.

3akayajcsg BHE3allHO OAWH W3 KPIOKOB, MEIbKHYJI, Ka3aJloChb ONOHEK B TOpHE, CJIerKa
NEepeIBUHYIICS OMH M3 MPYTOB, OYyITO HEKTO MPOOOBAJ, KAKOM JIydIle B3SAThb, CMOTPEII, BHIOMPAIL.
3ackpurieno neITouHoe Kojeco. Paznancs qukuil BOIIb U XpycT nepeduBaeMbIx koctei... Mnu Bce



3TO uynuTcsa? MoXKET, OH IpPOCTO Bce mpeacTaBui? BoT BHCHUT Ha JpIO¢ OOHAKEHHBIM YEIIOBEK.
Horreii y HeTo naBHO y)XK€ HET — KpOBaBble CT'YCTKM Ha TOM MecTe, rne Obutn Hortu. Kakoi-to
CMYTHBIA CHJIYST OTPOMHOTO U HETIOMEPHO >KUPHOTO YeJIOBeKa B KoxKaHOM (papTyke, 3a0pbI3sTaHHOM
KPOBBIO, TSHET 3a BEPEBKY, NOJHUMAasi HECUYACTHOIO 32 PYKH, CKpYYEHHBIE 3a CIUHOU. CKOPO pyKHu
BBIBEPHYTCSI U3 CYCTaBOB, M YEJOBEK, MWCIIBITHIBAS Y)KaCHbIE MYKH, O€CCHJIbHO TIOBHCHET,
pPacKaYMBasiCh, KAK MEIIOK. ..

CoOpaB Bce cunbl, Konan BbIOekan U3 3ajla U 3aXJIONHYI JABEpb. Brmanm crtuxan 3100HBIN,
TopKecTByrommi cmex. Ckopee, Ha BO3AyX, BO JIBOp, K BopoTaM... Bce mo-npexnemy — BOpoTa
OTKPBITHI, pelieTKa moausaTa... Ho Ha ceil pa3, 3a Bopotamu — Mup! 3eneHast TpaBa, HeOOJIbIIHE
nepeBbs. Mup BepHyscsa. Tounee — BepHyics 3aMok! KoHaH 1marayi 3a Bopora.

... Crenbl 3aMKa ObUIM TION CTaTh TOMY, JAPYIOMY, MPU3pPAuHOMY, U3 TJIeHa koToporo Konan
0CBOOOIUIICS TOJBKO JBa AHS Ha3ajl. OrpoMHbIe OalllHU TAHYIUCH K HEOY, Ka3ajloCh, OCTPOBEPXUE
BEpUIMHBI WX 3ajieBalid, Hapanaiu oOmaka. HamoaHeHHBII MYTHOW BOJOW POB OKpYXKall 3Ty
HEMPUCTYIHYIO IUTAJENb.

— IlpoBanuthcsi MHE Ha MecCTe, — MPoOypyan KUMMEpPHEL, — eIl mapy JHEH Hazaa dTou
nuTazeau Tyt He owu10! Eme onyuH ucuesarommii 3aMok?

Ha nopore, Beaymein kK BOpoTaM, HaKOHEI], I0Ka3ajJach MOBO3KA. MI3MOXIEHHBIN, C MOTYXIIAM
B30pOM HEMOJIOION KPECThIHUH, CCYTYIUBIIMChH, CUJIEI B T€JIETE, IPYKEHOU OOUKaMHU.

OcTranoBuB 1oBO3KY, KoHan cripocut:

— Yeii 310 3aMOK?

— Hamero cBeteiiiiero xo3siiHa, BCEMUJIOCTUBEIIETO roBenuTens Kyiyxa.

— Yrto? — BocknukHyl Konan. — Tl ckazan — Kymryxa?!

— Jla, Tak 30BYyT HAILIETO HOBEIUTEIIS], — MOKJIOHHIICS KPECThSIHUH.

— Ckaxu, — KoHaH penmi CUJIbHO HE MyraTh 0€JHOTO YeJI0BeKa, — CKaXKH, KOTr/ia MOCTPOEH
3TOT 3aMOK?

— locnoguH, BUIHO Mpuexan U3JajeKka... — OCTPO IISAHYI KPECThSIHUH. — ITOT 3aMOK
HayaJl CTPOUTH IOl Ha3aJ M TEerepb MOYTH 3aKOHYMIU. HeObiBasioe J1eJ10 — MOCTPOUTH 3aMOK 3a
ron! Ho rocronud Hain Tak Oorar u MOTYHIECTBEH... Ha cTpouTenbcTBO ObUIO COOpaHO CTOJBKO
Hapony... Celiuac ocTanoch Juillb O0yCTPOUTh BHYTPEHHUE MOMEICHUS, HO TOCIIOANH yXK€ KUBET
B ceBepHOi1 OamHe. ['0BOpsIT, TaM Takasi poCKOIIb!

— To ectp, kak — r1on Hazan? Tpu aHsA TOMYy, s mpoe3xkan 3ToM goporoi! Hwukakoro
3aMKka... — Yrto-To ObUIO0 HE Tak, U KoHaH 3TO MOHSI cpa3y, KaK TOJBKO yBHAEN KpemocTb. U
TOJIBKO TE€TEPh OKOHYATENIbHO yOeauicss — mpoiuen poBHo rofa!l.. Ero ve 6su10 ron! He onun nenb
— r1oxn! Iloka oH ObUT B mpu3payHoM 3aMke — TyT mpoien roa! Kymyx 3a 3To Bpems cymen
BO3JIBUTHYTh 3aMoK. Cran rocrnoguHoM! OKpyxui ceds HenmpucTynmHbIMH cTeHamu. [Ipukazan
Ha3bIBaTh ce0sl MOBEIUTEIEM!

— B ceBepHoil OarHe, roBOpuIlb?.. — IMPOOOPMOTAT OH, CKOpee cebe, HO KPEeCTbIHUH
YCIIBIIIAN.
— B BocTOYHOH YacTH 3aMKa HE JOCTPOEHAa CTEHAa, — THXO CKaszaJl OH, — TaM IIPOIIe

nepesie3Th, XOTs U XOAAT 4acoBble. A B caMy OallHIO BEJET MOI3EMHBIN X0 U3 KOJIOALA, YTO B CTa
marax k tory. S ero crtpous. Beex crpouteneit Kyiryx yOui... ¥ MOEro CbiHa... a MEHsl, BUJHO,



npocTo 3a0bul. S paboTan TaM HEMOCTOSIHHO. .. — B m1a3ax KpeCcThSIHHA CTOSUTH CIIE3BL.
Konan 3amycTui pyKy B KOIIIEIb ¥ BBIHY/I TOPCTh aJIMa30B.
— Bo3bMu, oTell. .. ChIHAa 3TO HE BEPHET, HO TIOMOXKET TEOE JKUTh.
— Y0eli ero, BOUH! — BBIKPUKHYII KpeCThsIHUH. — Y0eii! YOelii...
— Y0bt0, — TBepao ckazan KoHaH, — OTOMIIly 3a TBOETO ChIHA... U 32 BCE OCTAIBHOE.

ApoMarHbId JIbIM TOTHUMAJICS W3 Yallld, BOKPYT KOTOPOW TaHIEBAJIU TMOJYyOOHaKCHHBIC
KpacaBullpl. Pa3BelieHHOE MO CTEHaM OPYXHE MOPAXKAJIO BEIMKOJIENHEM OTACIKH W BEIUYUHOMN
JparolleHHBIX KaMEeHbEeB Ha d(pecax. [ poMaHble TEIOXpaHUTENH, C STaraHaMHi HAroJio, ¥ POCTOM, U
CJI0KEHHEM, HE YCTYNABIINE XO35IMHY, 3aCThUIN B JBEPSAX YEPHBIMU CTATYSIMU.

Ho TpeBoxHO 0bU10 Ha aymie y Kymyxa. Cepalie c:KUMalloCh, YyBCTBOBAJIO MPHUOIMKAIOIILYIOCS
ONacHOCTbh. Bech 1o MpoXuil OH CIOKOMHO, YBEPEHHBIA B TOM, 4TO KOHaH, HalIe:KHO 3aKPBITHINA B
nemepe, norud. Ho nBa nHS Haszaj mepecTana pajoBaTh €ro POCKOIb, MEpPECTald MPUBIECKATh
IPEKPACHBIC TEJIa FOHBIX TAHIOBIIMII, ITepecTaia J0CTaBIATh YIOBOJIbCTBUE BIACTh. OH YyBCTBOBaJ
— Konan ocrancs B xxuBbix. KoHan BeiOpancs u3 joBymku. KoHaH TpuaeT, 4T00b OTOMCTHTH, U
MECTb €ro OyzeT y)KacHa.

N Bopouascs HOUbIO Ha MATKOM KpOBaTu HEMEAUEI], U HEe COH OOBsUI €10, a HeKas JpeMa, Korua
CHOBHUJICHUS MPHUYYJIMBO IMEPEIUIETAIOTCA C PEATIbHOCTBIO, KOIJA, 3Has, YTO CIHUIIb — BHJIHIIIb,
OylTO MAEIIb; 3Hasl, YTO ThI JOMa — BUIUIIL Ce€0sl B IPU3PAYHOM 3aMKe.

N Bugen Kymyx: OeXWUT OH MO JIECTHULIE, 3aXJIOMHYB JABEPU COKPOBUIIHHUIIBI, OCTABUB TaM
Konana, — O€XHT, a 32 HUM CJEIOM HECETCs, JIOTOHSS €ro, YTO-TO HEMOCTHXKMMO CTPAILIHOE.
HeynoBumoe, HenoHaTHOE. BOT-BOT 1OroHUT, cxBaruT... M Torma cyapba ero OyaeT Xy:ke cMepTH.
OneneHeeT OH B BEYHOM 3aMOTHJIBHOM OJ€HUHU, U BEYHO — BEUHO — OyAeT yOerarb OT CBOETO
y’Kaca 110 HECKOHYaeMOM JIECTHHUIIE B 3TOM CTPAILHOM, MPauYHOM ITO3EMEIIBE. . .

A HOTH CTaHOBATCS BCE TsOKENEE... A CyMKa C COKPOBUIIAMU JABUT Ha IJIEYM HEMMOBEPHBIM
Ipy30M — TsDKENiee, YeM MEILIOK, HAalOJHEHHBIA OyIbDKHUKAMU, TshKeslee, 4YeM OTpYyONeHHbIE
TOJIOBBI T€X, KOTO OH YOMJI — KPECThsIH, 3HABIIMX PO Moa3eMHbIN xof. [Ipo ero Hazmexmay, npo ero
MOCJIETHIOI0 BO3MOXXHOCTh CIIAaCTUCh, 00, KOIJa MPUIAET KUMMEPHUEL — HE OCTAHOBIT €ro HU
CTEHBI, HU JIBEpU, HU TEJIOXPAHUTENM. . .

Kyiyx mpocHysCs B X0JIOMHOM NOTY M YBHJEI, YTO KUMMEPHUEL] CTOUT C MEYOM B PYKE Mepen
€ro JIoKeM. XOTelJl 3aKpru4arh Mpeaaresab, — HO TOJbKO XPUIl BbUIETEI U3 €T0 ropJia.

— BosbsMmu mr060e opykne, — CIoKoiHO cka3zan Konad, — s He Xouy yOuBarh 0€30pyKHOTO.

HenocnynmeiMu pykamu cHs1 KyniyX co CTEHBI caMblil TsDKENbIM sfiTarad. B3Becusn B pyke.
OTTaruBass MOMEHT CXBaTKH, XOTEJ YTO-TO CIIPOCUTh, HO BapBap MOKadajl rOJIOBOW M MPUTOTOBHIICS
Kk 0oro. U Bech cTpax, BCS HEHABUCTb, BCE HANPSHDKEHUE MOCIEAHUX AHEH BBIMIECHYIOCh B JTUKOMN
arake Hemeauina. Ero araran pa3 3a pa3oM HaHOCHWJI CTPAIlHbIEC yIaphl, B KOTOPbIE OH BKJIAJbIBAJ
BCIO CBOIO cuity. OTcTynuB Ha miar, KonaH, HeOKuAaHHO JUIsl ce0s, MPUMEHUIT TAKTUKY YOUTOTO UM
3opra. KoHeuHo, AeiicTBOBaTh MEUOM C TaKoul ObICTpOTOM, kak MillaHataH opymoBain cadneid, ObUio
HEBO3MO)KXHO, HO 3TO M He TpeOoBasioch. MoIHbBIE yaapbl siTaraHa pa3OMBajNCh O CBEPKAIOIIMI
KOKOH, KOTOPbIM OKPYXHUJI ce0st kumMepuell. 3areM KoHaH cienan CKonp3siuyil mar Bnepes, — 1
tesno Kyiyxa, pa3pyOineHHOe Ha HECKOJIBKO KYCKOB, TPY3HO OCEJI0 Ha KOBEP, IPOMMTAB €r0 KPOBBIO.
YepHOo# KPOBBIO ITPEAATEN.



— MHWurepecHo, KTO-HUOYIL TOCTPOUT ASTOT 3aMOK? — B paszaymbe npoOypyan Konah,
ONNISIHYBIIMCh Ha TEeMHeEwIylo TrpoMaay. Bpsin nu... Ckopee Bcero, ero temepb pazoepyTr Mo
KaMelllkaM OKpecTHhIe xuTenu. [locTpost cede xopoime, npounsie goMa. U npaBuinbHo! A 51, Kak-
HHUKAK, LEJbIA TOI HE MpoOOBajd BHUHA, HE JAEpKal B OObATHSAX KpacuBbIX xkeHIMH! HyxHO
MOTOPONUTHCS!

N Konan wnanpasuics B Illagu3zap, e, kak OH IMOMHUII, B OJHON TaBepHE ObUIO OTMEHHOE
BHUHO U JIy4Ille B 3aMOPE KPACOTKH.




Hux Xappuc




Puryas JIyHbl

KonnoBckast meHTarpaMmma Mpuiajia ToqyooBaThIM MyJIbcupyrommmM cBeToM. Jlaxe mar Bapuoc,
DJISI/IS1 Ha SIPKOE CBEUEHHWE JTIMHUM, BBIHYXKJIEH ObUT IITypuTh I1a3a. Ero ciyra u nomoumuk ['pymmu, ¢
BbIpQ)KEHHEM ONIarOroBEHOIO y)kKaca Ha XylIoM, YyCTaJloM JIMIle, IOAaBaJl XO3AMHY Yallll C
nopoikaMu. Pabora momoimmmnka KojigyHa TpeOoBaia OOJBIION COCPEeIOTOUEHHOCTH. [ pymMmMu He
XOTEJIOCh JIAXKE JIyMarb O TOM, YTO CIYYUTCS, €CJIM OH mepemnyraer daum. M moromy, momaBas
XO3MHY OYEPETHYIO MOPIIUIO 3€JIbsl, OH CTAPAJICS HE CMOTPETh Ha MBUIAIOIIMI YEPTEK, U3 KOTOPOTO
YK€ JIOHOCUJIUCh TUXHE T0JIOCa, OYyATO U3 COCEHEN KOMHATHI Uepe3 MPUOTKPHITYIO JIBEPb.

['pymMmmu 3HaI, 9TO MPOU3OUAET Nambire. [ogoca mpuOIU3ATCS, TOTOM Pa3aaCTCs IIyM, OyATO
OpaHsTCSl cpa3y ThICSYa JIEMOHOB, a MOTOM... MOTOM OyJIeT caMoe cTpammHoe. SBUTCS TOT, KOTO
dake Mynpelii v 370 Bapuoc Ooutcs 10 npoxku. BOoMTCS HACTONBKO, YTO BBI3BIBACT JIUIIL B
KpailHeM cilydae, eciau HeT apyroro Bbixoga. Kak temeps. Korma mop yrpo3oit camo wux
CYIIIECTBOBAaHNWE — XO35IMHA, U €ro, [ pyMMHU — O€HOTO CJIYT'M, KOTOPBIN HE XOUeT, HO BBIHYXKJICH
MIPUCITYKUBATh KOJIJIyHY.

I'pymMu BCIOMHMII, KaK BIEpBbIe npullen K Bapuocy. Ipuiuen npocuTs NOMOIIM, KaK JeIalId
MHOTHE, Korjga ciiydanack Oena. Kro x eme momoxeT, Kak He KoiayH? W KoJayHBI, yalle BCEro,
MoMoraju, TpeOys 3a yCIIyTd IJ1aTy — HHOTJAa HeOOJIbIyt0, HHOrAa orpoMHyt0. Hukto He 3Han, oT
4ero 3aBucel pazMep miarsl. [loroBapuBaim — ot OorarctBa xo3simHa. KonmayH, peckarb, BUIUT, C
koro Oparb. Ho I'pymMu 3Ham MHOro ciydaeB, KOrja KOJIIyH HAa4UCTO oOupan OeIHSKOB, a C
Oorarbix 6pan rpoum. MHorma — HaoOopoT. [Jpyrue cunrtaniu, 4To miara 3aBUCUT OT CIOKHOCTH U
OMACHOCTH 3ajJlayM, 3a KOTopyro Oepercs yapoxaeil. Kak Obl To HU Obuto, ['pymMMH TOTOB OBLI
3amaaruTh. OTaaTh MOCIEAHUE IEHBIH, TOJIHKO Obl BEPHYTH BHE3AITHO YMEPIIYIO MaTh.

OHuU ¢ MaTepblo KUK J0CTATOYHO YEIUHEHHO. ['pyMMU paboTai Ha CTPOUTEICTBE JOMOB —
OH OBLI HEIJIOXUM KaMHETECOM — MaTh BeJia XO35MCTBO, TOTOBUIJIA BKYCHBIE O0€/bI U YKUHBL. U1
eIe NMUJIMJIa ChIHA 3a TO, YTO OH, JOKHB JO TPUJILATH JIET, He 003aBeyicsi COOCTBEHHOM CEMBEH.
«JlaBHO mOpa, — Bopyaia Marb, — MEPEAATh XO3AUCTBO MOJIOJION KEHE, a €1, MAaTEPH, OTJbIXaTh U
HSHYUTH BHYKOBY.

Ho I'pymmu oTiryunBancs — BOT mo3apadoTaro IeHbKaT — U YK Toraal..

A moToM Marh BHe3anHo ymepdaa. [IpocTo 3axpuriena u ctana najars — [’ pyMMH €ABa ycresn
ee moaxBaTuth. JloHeC 70 KpoBaTu U OOHAPYXWJI, YTO CEpJIe Marepu He ObeTcCs, JbIXaHUE
MCUe3J10, a OTKPBITHIE [1a3a — He BUIAT. Bech neHs ['pymmu obnuBasics cie3amu, a K HOUU MOIIeN
K OammHe konayHa. Bot Tak oH u monan Ha ciyxk0y k Bapuocy. K Myapomy u 310My BONIICOHUKY.

[yt 10 TeMHOW, MpadyHOWl OammHu ObLT HEONM3KUM, U ['pyMMH MOPSAIKOM YCTall, KOIJa,
HaKOHEII, YK€ TIIyX0W HOYBIO, YBUJIET 3JIOBEIMM CUITYIT, IEPCTOM YKa3bIBAIOIIMU B 3BE3/IHOE HEOO.
Homnro cryqancs ['pymmu B ny0oBbie aBepu. ['yiako oTaaBaiuchk ynapsl B TeMHOU Oamme. Hakowner,
OTKYAA-TO COOKY MOSIBUJICS OOJIBIION, YEPHBINA, KaK caMa HOUYb, KOT. TEeHbIO CKOJIB3HYII OH K HOTaMm
YEeJI0BEKa, IMOTEPCsA, 3aApaB XBOCT, 3are€M YCEJICS MW C HEJOBOJBHBIM BHIOM IJISIHYJI Ha
HETPOIICHHOTO ToCTs. J[0JIT0 4eNoBeK W KOT CMOTpENU APYr Ha JIpyra, 3aTeM KOT UCue3, a ABEpHU
OalmHu pacnaxHyauch U [ pyMMu, o1anaesno BOIle] BHYTPb.

N3 TeMHOTBI Ha HETO HAJBHUTAJICS CTpaHHbIA cUIydT. Kazanoch, HaBcTpedy nBUranach cama
ThMa, CTYCTUBIIMCH U NPUHSB NpUIyUIUBYI0 (hopMy. [locTeneHHo crycTOK ThbMbI OOpeN ouepTaHus
YEJI0OBEKA C CUJIAIIMM Ha Iuiede KoToM. [71a3a koTa ropenu HeyraCuMbIM MPa4yHbIM OTHEM.

3arem BclbIxHYl (aken, u I'pymmu cmor ocmoTrpeThes. bammHs Oblia JOBOJBHO TECHOM.



CnoxeHnHas u3 Tpy00 OOTECAaHHOTO KaMHs, OHa BBIIVISAJEIA HEB3pauHO W HekaszucTo. Eciam Obl
ctpous I'pymmu, creHsl Obud ObI pOBHEE, a KaMHU JIydllle MOAOTHAHKI Apyr K npyry. [locpenune
CTOsUT OOJIBIION CTOJI, BOKPYI HECKOJBKO CKaMeeK, B Yy — JieKaHKa. Y CTEHbl — MpocTas
NEPEBSIHHAS JIECTHULIA HA BTOPOM 3Tax. [ 1e-TO HaBepXy, BEPOSTHO HA YEpIAKe, YXajlu COBBL A TYT,
Ha TIEPBOM 3Ta)e, U3 yIvia CIBIIAJICS KPBICUHBIA NUCK. KOT, culg Ha miiede X035iMHa, MOBOIUJI
yIlIaMH, HO HE PBAJICA CPAkKaTbCsi CO CBOUM U3BEUYHBIM BParoM.

Henb3st ObUIO cKa3aTh, YTO KOJAYH MOTps3 B pockonm. Ho Beap ciydanock, yTo oH Opan 3a
CBOH YCJIIYTY OTPOMHBIE I€HbIU. .. Ha 4To oH ux tparun? Wi — xonun?

— Uto mpuBeno Te0st KO MHE, YETIOBEK? — CIPOCHUI KOJIIYH HU3KUM TOJIOCOM.

Kazanocs, B €ro rpyau 3By4aso I'yJKoe 3XO.

— ... — Hayan [ pyMMH 1 BCIIOMHHJI O CBOEM TOPE.

bpocuBIIMCh Ha KOJIEHH, OH 3aJICTIETAI:

— Mars... ymepina... s BCe OTAaM... IOMOTHTE. ..

— BcTranp, — xopoTko npukazan koyiayH. — Korma ona ymepna?

— Ceronns yrpom, — ckazain [ pymmu

— UT0 K, BpEMEHU IPOLLIO HEMHOIO... f cMory o)kuBuTh €€ Puryanom JIyHbl, HO 3a 3TO ThI
JIOJIKEH OyZIelllb CIIYKUTh MHE IHEM U HOYBIO B TEUEHUE TPEX JIeT!

— Sl comtacen, — npomenrtan [ pymmu.

— Xopo1io. 3aBTpa HOYBIO TaHO MPHUBE3ENIb €€ CIoJa. A MoKa... J[HEM ThI IOKEH CIeaTh

BOT YTO...
C yxacoMm Belciyman ['pymmu ykazanus konayHa. Hy, B3STh TopcTh 3€MIIM C CaMOM CBEXKEU
MOTUJIbI — HeTpyAaHo. [lolimare SOOBUTYIO 3MEK0 — TOXE HECIOXKHO... HO mMOXUTUTH camyro

KPACHUBYIO JIEBYIIIKY CEJICHUS, CBSI3aTh U MPUBECTHU B OaIHI0!..

— 3aduemM? — OCMEJUJICA OH CIIPOCHUTb.

JIno konayHa ciera nepeKkoCuiio yCMEIIKOM.

— Ham nonagoOutcs momommuia. M Tel He X04ellb BEPHYTh K )KU3HU MarTh?!

Nmenno torpa ['pymmu BrnepBble pasmisaen KoiaayHa. KpynmHbIM MyX4YUMHA CPEOHUX JIET, HE
TOJICTBIM, HO IUIOTHOTO CJIOKE€HHS, IO-CBOEMY KpacCHUBBIM, TpyOOBaTo, MYKHUIIKOH KpacOTOMH.
JITMHHBIE BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHI C TMPOCEAbI0, AKKypaTHO TMOJACTpPUXKEHHas Oopona, Toxe
cepeopsiascs cenuMmoin. 1 yepHbsie OpoBH, MpayHO HABHCAIOIME HAJ TNIa3aMH, KOTAA XO35UH YeM-
TO HEJOBOJIEH. A caMU IVla3a — HEMHOIO HEYMECTHBhIE Ha 3TOM TIpPyOOBaTOM JIMIlE — CEphIe,
YMHBIE, IIedaJIbHBIC. [71a3a 4eioBeKa, MO3HABIIETO BCE HAYKU U MPO3PEBLIETO IPSAYILEE.

N ne ocmenuncs ['pymmu Oojblile HM O 4eM chpammBarh. M B3sul OH 3eMJIM CO CBEXKEH
MOTHWJIBL, U TIOMMAJI 3M€10, U 3aMaHWUJI Ha OKPAWHY CEJICHUs KPACUBYIO JICBYILIKY, CBA3aJl €€ U IPUBE3
TaifHo B Oammro. Jloiaro cmorpen Ha Hee Bapuoc, xmypun rycteie OpoBH, MOTOM MpHKa3all
pa3Bsi3aTh, U 3a1ep Ha caMOM BepXy OalllHi, BMECTE C COBAMU U HETOIBIPSIMHU.

A Korja HOYbIO MpUBE3 ['pyMMHU Tpyn Marepu, NPUCTYIUIA OHU K CAMOMY CTpPalIHOMY — K
OXXUBJIEHUIO MepTBena. M eme 10 TOro, Kak TPyl CTal MOAABaTh MEPBbIC, YKACHBIE NMPU3HAKHU
HEECTECTBEHHOM KM3HM, MOXKaJeJl HECYACTHBIN ChIH, UTO 3aTesyl 3TO HEA0OPOE JEoO.

Haueptun Bapuoc Ha kaMEHHOM MOJIy CBOEW OalllHM MEHTarpamMmy, 3aKer B KaXKJIOM YTy
CIIeHaIbHbIC, APOMATHBIC CBEYU. /1 BCIIBIXHYIIM JIMHUM MIEHTArPAMMBI, KOTJa Ha4yaJl KOJIAYH YATaTh
3aKJIMHAHUS.

TspkenpIMU KaMHSIMU [AJalid CTPAIHBIE, HEUEJIOBEUECKUE CII0BA. bpocan yaponueu no yriam
CBOETO YepTexka MOPOIIKH, U HATIOJIHSUIM OAIHIO 3allaXd — TO YXKACHbIE, KaK CMEpJICHHE TPyNa, TO
apoMarHble, Kak OnaroyxaHue LBeTylero caaa. M Opocuii KoJiIyH TOJIOBY 3M€H, U MPHUCHIIAT €€



MOTUJIbHOM 3eMJIeH, W TOIJla MO TeJy MEpPTBOM >KEHIIMHBI MpoOexanu IepBbie cymoporu. OHa
JeXala B IIEHTPE YyJOBUIIHOTO YePTEekKa, YK IMTOCHHEBINAs, TPOHYTas CMEPTHIO, C MSATHAMU Ha J10y
Y IIEKaX, U CKPIOYEHHBIE MAJIbI[bI €€ CYTOPOKHO [[aparaiu MoJI.

— Henyon, mayn, xomonopeym, — HapacneB unTail Bapuoc, u Tpyn coaporaics B Cynoporax.

— He nanmo, He Hafgo — 3aTKHYB yum, mmenrtan ['pymMmMu, — He HaJ0, OCTAHOBUCH, KOJIIYH,
OCTaHOBHCb. ..
— Knemuan, cepyeux... — CrpalllHble XpUIbl pa3IaBAIUCh U3 CPEOUHBI MEHTarpamMMbl,

MEPTBEIl CTOHAI U KallUIsll, U3BUBAsACh, KAK HEJABHO 00€3ITIaBJICHHAS KOJYHOM SIZIOBUTAs 3Mesl.

['pymmu 3axxmypuiics, oOXBaTuB pykaMu ToyioBy. UTo ke Mbl aenmaem?! Mbl ujmeM MpOTUB
PUPOIBL, TPOTUB BOJU O0TOB! MBI MbITaeMcsi 0TOOpaTh y HUX TO, YTO OHU B3sUIU cebde!

— Aena! Kaconu! Bapgh! — xpudan KoiaayH, 1 MepTBasi — HET, YK€ HEe MEpTBasi — crapyxa
OTKpbUIA IJI1a3a.

— Ckopee! — kpuknyn Bapuoc. — Benu neymky! 1 nogaii MHE )KepTBEHHBINA HOX!

['pymmu Opocusics HaBepx, BTOPOISX ymaji, paclapanail KOJEHU, PacKpOBEHWJ JaJOHH,
MPUTANMI COHHYIO OT BBITUTOTO HAKAHYHE 3€Jbs, OOHAXXEHHYIO JIEBYIIKY, MOCTABUJ €€ Tepe
M3BUBAIOIICHCS B CYIOPOTax Marepbto, OPOCUIICS 32 HOXKOM. ..

N B 3TOT MOMEHT B JiBepb nocty4yanu. ['poMko u TpeboBareabHO. Tak CTy4UT BEPHYBIIMKCS
IOMOU XO3SIMH — BJIACTHO, HETEPIIENUBO. | pyMMH BOIpPOCUTENBHO NIsIHYT Ha Bapuoca. Konngyn
NPUCTYIIMBAJICA, HaxMypuB OpoBu. [IpocuTenn Tak He cTydar. DTOT 4YENOBEK HE MPOCUT —
Tpebyet! U ecnu ABepb HE OTKPBITH, OH OyaeT ee ysoMarb. Ho, MoxkeT ObITh, ynacTcsi 3aBEpIIUMTh
putyar...

— Hox! — xpuxnyn yaponei, Ho [ pyMMH TOJIBKO pacTEPSIHHO MOpraJl.

CHapyX¥ TOCIHBIIAIUCH MPOKJATUSA, W JBEPHU 3aTpeliajiyd OT MOIIHBIX yaapoB. Kazanocs,
3arpsACIUCh CTeHBbl Oammu. CHycTss HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHN CTBOPKM pAacHaxHYIWCh, W BOIIEI
BBICOKHI1 BOMH OOTaThIPCKOTO CIOMKEHUS, C OOHAXKEHHBIM MEUOM B pyke. OTONECKH NMEeHTarpaMMbl
3aUTpaIi HA I[HAPOKOM OTIOJIUPOBAHHOM KIWMHKE. OKHHYB B30pOM MPOUCXOASIICE, TUTaHT
BOCKJIMKHYIT:

— Kistnycs Kpomom! S uyth He ono3nan!

Bapuoc He aBunyicst ¢ mecra. [IpuillypuBimch, OH U3ydal HE3BAHOIO TOCTA. [’ pyMMH XOTen
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, NISTHYB HA M€Y, MMOKA4YaJl TOJI0BOM.

He oOpaitiasi BHUMaHUS Ha MY>KYUH, TUTAHT MOJAOIIEI K JEBYIIIKE:

— Tbt — Paxuma? Oren noobeman 3a TBOE CIIaCEHbE NECATh 30J0ThIX MOHET. Eille HeMHOrOo
— ¥ 51 ObI HE CMOT UX MOJTY4YHUTh!

Bapuoc, HakoHel, BKpaA4nBO ITPOU3HEC:

— Tebs nansanu ee cnactu? S gam BaBoe Oombie! JBaamars moHet! Ilomymaii... Kro ona
Tebe?

— Sl Tak He paboTaro, KOJIJIyH, — B CHHHUX IJla3aX BOMHA 3a)Kercs HEJOOphI OroHb, —
MOATOMY 3aKpOM CBOIO CMPAJIHYIO MACTh!

[Tomoiins kK 0OHaKEHHOU NIEBYILKE, OH OOHSUI €€ 3a TAJIHMI0, OTYACTU TMOMAJICPKUBAsL, OTUYACTH
MOKa3bIBasi, UTO OEPET €€ MoJ] CBOIO 3alMTY. J{eByllika e1Ba 10CTaBajia TMranTy Jo Iieya.

— A, KpoMe TOro, OHa MHE HPaBUTCS! — YK€ BECEJIO PSIBKHYI BOMH. — OW, clyra, IpuHecH
ee onexay!

['pymMU 1O CIENIAII UCTIOJIHUTH IPUKA3 HE3BAHOTO TOCTS.

— Ilouemy ThI mpUILIET KO MHE, TEPOM, — Mpolimnes Bapuoc

— I'ne ke enie uckarh MOXUIIICHHYIO KpacaBuIly, KaK He B OepJiiore KoJiryHa?!



Bue3anHo cepble miaza yapoaes NoepHYIUCH JbIMKOM.

— W TBI... ¥ neBylIKa... — OpOILIENTAN OH, — MBI €11 BCTPETUMCH. . .

['pymMu, KOCSACH Ha OTPOMHBIN ABYPYYHBIM M€Y, IIOMOT JIEBYILKE OIETHCS.

— IlIpomait, xonayn! Ecnu MBI BeTpeTuMcsi eime pas, s Tedbe He 3aBuayro! — W BowuH,
NOJICP>KUBAs AEBYLIKY, BBIIIET U3 OaIIHU.

— Bce... npenonpenenexo... — menrtai Bapuoc. — Bl 00a npuzaere ko MHe... o6a... — OH

BIPYT CXBaTWJICS 3a MICK0. TSKEN0 OMyCTUIICS HA CKAMBIO, MBITASICh OTABIIIATHCS.

['poMKME CTOHBI BEpHYIH €T0 K ACHMCTBUTENbHOCTH. CTapyxa BCTaja W, 1IATasiCh, BbIIUIA U3
MeHTarpaMMbl. MepTBble Tia3za €€ ObUIM OTKPBITHI, IO TEIy MPOXOAWIN CYIOpOTH, Ha rydax
ny3plpwiack neHa. [IsTHa cmepTh Ha nHIEe cTapyxu cTailu eme 3aMmeTHee. ChenaB HECKOJIbKO
11aroB, OHA MPUNAJIA K PyKaM CbIHA, HA KOTOPBIX 0CTaBalach MOIy3acoXiias KPOBb.

— Puryan He 3akoHueH! — npoxpunen Bapuoc. — OHa He 10KHA BKYCUTh KPOBH !

Ho Obu1o no3nHo. B onennenenuu cmotpen ['pyMMu, Kak ’KaJiHO CIU3BIBAET, CTPHI3AET MEPTBas
CTapyXxa KpOBaBbI€ CTyCTKM € €ro pyk. C MNpOKIATHEM OTTAUMJ KOJIIYH TPYH CTapyXu OT €€
HECYACTHOIO ChiHA. MepTBasi Hayaja BbITh, NBITAsCh W3BEPHYTHCA M YKYCUTh OKMBHUBIIETO €€
yapozesi. Tonbko 3axJIONHYB 3a HEW JyOOBBIC ABEPU UM IMOANEPEB UX KPEMKOM Majakod, OO 3acOB
THTAHT CJIOMaJl, KaK COJIOMHUHKY, KOJITYH U €0 CJIyra Mo4yBCTBOBaJIA ce0si B 0€30MacCHOCTH.

JleneHsumn BOM MEpTBEIA BCKOPE CTUX BIAJIH.

— OH MHe oTBeTHT 3a 3T0! — BOCKIMKHYNI Bapuoc. — KiiHych, OH OTBETUT!

— Kro? — Henmonumarome cnpocusi ['pyMMU, MBITAsICh CTEPETHh C PYK OCTAaTKU KPOBABBIX
CTYCTKOB.

— OT10T 4yenoBek! OH NpUAET... cam NpUAET K HaMm!

Tsoxeno npia, Baproc pBaHyil BOpOT TYHUKH.

— A Kak xe tenepsb. .. Kak xe mare? — [pyMMu pacTepsHHO CMOTpPET HA XO35MHA.

Ot apiaBumch, Bapuoc 1oiaro moyan, cIBUHYB OpOBH.

— OHa Temnepb cTaja YyJoBUINEM. PuTyan Obul HapyllleH, — OH CKPHUITHYJI 3y0amMu, — HO ThI
JOJKEH 0TpaboTaTh y MEHsI TP rofia, 00 TakoB ObLI JOTOBOP!

— Ho Benp... — Hauan [ pymmu.

— A, KpoMe TOTo, — KOJIIyH YCMEXHYNCs, — TeOe Teneph W3 2TOW OalllHM HET Xo/ia: OHa

MorpoOoBaia TBOIO KPOBb U OyJIET 3a TOOOW OXOTUTHCH.

['pymMmu ¢ yxxacoMm cayman dapoaes. Uto onu Hagenanu?! 3auem, 3a4e€M pENIIA OXKUBUTH
Tpyn? I'ope ociaenuso ero, 1 OH pelrIICs Ha yKacHoe, yepHoe Aeno. Ero mars, ero modumas Marb,
Takas nooOpas, Temeph crtaja uymoBuieM. JKuBbiM MepTBemom! OHa OymeT JOBUTH MO HOYAM
OJUHOKHUX IYTHUKOB, pa3guparb UM TOpJIO WU MHUTh, JU3aTh, COCaTh, JIAKATh CBEXYIO KpoBb. U
OXOTUTBCA 38 HUM — 34 CBIHOM, KOTOPBIM JOJIKEH CTaTh CIYTOW KOJIAYHA.

— W kak 10iaro oH... oHa OyzeT. ..

— Iloka kTO-HHMOYyOb HE YObET €e... XOTs clieJarb 3TO HEJIErko — YOUTh TOTO, KTO YXKe
MEpTB... — B pa3ayMbe CKa3as BOJNIIEOHUK. — A TebOe, Apyr MOM U MOMOUHUK, — J00aBUJI OH C
YCMENIKOM, — MPUAETCS Terephb MPATaThCSA B 3TON OallHe.

[IpocuyBumcs, Konan ¢ xpyctrom motsiHyics. HexxHble jKeHCKHE PYKH TYT K€ OOBHIIA €TO
IEH0.



— Ilomnoxxam, Paxuma...

C nmerkoii gocaaoid OH OCBOOOAMJICS OT OOBATHM JIeXKAIEH PSIOM KEHINMHBI, TOMHSIICSA C
JIEKaHKHW ¥ BHOBb MOTSHYJICS. 3€BHYII.

Kennmua naGitonana 3a HUM, KaK JbBUIIA 32 TPOOYKIAIOIIMMCSI MOJIOJIBIM U CUJIBHBIM JIbBOM
— X03siuHOM Tipaiijga. OHa Oblia OnaronapHa eMy 3a YylleCHOE CHaceHbe U elle OoJblle 3a TO, YTO
OH yBe3 ee M3 HeOoJbloro ceneHus B ciaBHbli [llagu3ap, roe oHU BenM Becenyro, pasrylbHYIO,
TaKyl0 MHTEpPECHYIO >XU3Hb. VM odeHb Oosjach, 4TO 3TOT BapBap, 3HABIIMM MHOTUX KEHIIMH,
MPECHITUTCS €10 U OTIPABUT OOPATHO K OTILY, BEAYILIEMY CKYYHYIO )KM3Hb MEJIKOTO TOPTOBIIA.

Kummepren He cnema ymbiBajicsa. PaxuMa B KOTOPBIM pa3 3aBOPOKEHO CIEIHJIA 3a UTPOU
MYCKYJIOB CBOEro Bo3iroOineHHoro. Kazamoch, HE MOXET TpUpOAA JIaTh OAHOMY UYEIIOBEKY TaKyrO
cuiy!

— Konan, o0e1ait, uto He Opocuiib Mens! [Toknsaucs! — OHa BBICKOIB3HY/IA U3-T10] Ofiesiia
¥ BHOBB IONBITAJIaCh OOHATH CBOETO CITaCUTEJIA.

— XM, xM... — KoHas BeiTupancsa. — Tbl yorce B KOTOPBIN pa3 TpeOyelb OT MEHS KJIATBBI. .. S
K€ TOBOPUJI, UTO HE Jal0 TAKUX OOCIAHNN KEHIIMHAM. . .

— ToknHUCH XOTS Obl, YTO HUKOTJIA HE MPOTOHUIIL MEHSI!

— Hy... He IpOroHI0... HE IPOTOHIO.

— Her, o1 moxJistauch! [TokIIsIHUCE MMEHEM cBOeTo Oora!

C nmocamoit MOBEpHYICS K HEH CEBEPSHUH... HO, YBHJAEB IMPEKpacHOE OOHa)XKEHHOE TEJO
BO3JIO0JICHHOM, CMSATYMIICS. DTU TEMHBIE IJ1a3a, KOTOPhIE €le HEaBHO MPUBOAMIINA €10 B Tpemner!
DTO cMyIyoe Teno, npocsiiee... HeT, Tpelytoiee acku! [lomHbie anble TyOKH, HAayThie B BEUHOM
neTckoi obune... Ecnu 3Ty KEHIMHY OfeTh, KaK IMoa00aeT, oHa 3aTMHUT COOOM BCEX KpacaBHIL
[Taguzapa!

N non BiusHMEM HaXJIBIHYBIIMX YyBCTB, KOHAaH cka3an cioBa, O KOTOPBIX BIOCJIEICTBUUA HE
pa3 nmoxanesm:

— Knsinyes Kpomowm, uto He mporonto Te0s. Tosbko eciii cama 3axouellb YUTH. ..

PanoctHo Opocuinack Paxuma Ha 1mier0 ruraHTa M JIOJTO CO Cl€3aMU MPUKUMAIAch K HEMY
TOPSTYUM TEJIOM. ..

— Bce 310 xopoio, — npoBopuan KonaH, 0cBoOOK1as1Ch, HAKOHEL, OT OObATHI, — HO y HaC
KOHYAIOTCS JICHBIH.

— 4 6yny ¢ ToOOM, naxe eciu Thl cTaHenb HUIMM! Eciii Thl OyAelb TpOCUTh MUJIOCTBIHIO, S
Oyny cuneTh psajioM ¢ Toooi! Ecinu Thl molens 1o MUPY, ¢ TOCOXOM BMECTO Meua — S5 OWUY C
TOOO#, — pagocTHO medeTana Paxuma.

Tonpko TyT TOHST BapBap, KakKylo OIMOKY OH COBEPIIII, MOKIABIIMCHL MMeHeM Kpowma.
B3noxnys, mpoBopya:

— HuumwMm, roBopuib, noiay? C nocoxoM, BMecTo Meua? — KoHaH monbITancs npeacTaBUTh
ce0s, ycTano Opeayliero OT CEeJIEHUs K CEJIEHUIO C TTIOCOXOM B PYKE, M 3aCMESICS.

— V¥ MeHs npunpsiTaHa B OTHOM MeCTe KYOBbIIlKa ¢ aaMa3aMu — HUIMM He ctany! /la u 0e3
KYOBIIIKHA HE CTald OBbI. ..

— MBeI oliiem oTkanbiBarh Kian?! — Paxuma 3axionana B JIagonm.

— IlolinemM, TobKO AOOparbCcs TyJa TeHeph HENErko. B TexX Kpasx OmsTh MOSBUIUCH IAWKU
pa300HUKOB, U eIe. ..

— W 40 eme? — BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM cripocuiia Paxuma.

Konan 3amsuics.

— W eme paccka3bIBalOT 0 KaKOW-TO MEPTBOM CTapyxe, OKUBICHHON BOJILIEOCTBOM, KOTOPast



HamajaeT Ha MyTHUKOB. S cpa3y BCIOMHHMIL. ..

— Ty, uTo Obu1a B OammHe? S MOMHIO CMYTHO... MeHs 4eM-TO OTOMJIH. ..

— Jla, Tam nexxana SBHO MepTBas, HO Jeprammascs B cymoporax crapyxa... Jlymaro, ato
OHA...

— Ho T8I ke ee He Oounnbest, Konan? Tel ske HU4Uero He OOHIILCS?

— KonoBcTBa, — ckazan BapBap, — 0ositcs Bce. Ho MbI Bce paBHO moezeM.

Ha pacceere ciemyroniero 1Hs 1Ba BCaJIHUKa — CEBEPSIHUH HA OTPOMHOM KOHE W 3aKyTaHHAas
B IUIAI JIEBYIIKA Ha OBICTPOHOTOM IeroM ckakyHe — Bblexanu u3 lllanuzapa B HampaBieHUU
Kapnamckux rop.

— 5 6orock, Konan, s 6oroch crapyxu, — ckazana Paxuma

— JIHEeM MBI MOXKEM €€ HE O0AThCS: HEXUTH OXOTUTCS HOYBIO.

— Torna s 6otock paz0oitHrkoB! Thl caM TOBOPUII, YTO B IPEATOPHSIX OT HUX HET MPOXOTY!

— Crpax orHuMaeT cuibl, — KOHaH mpuBCTaN Ha CTPEMEHAX U ONISIEICS, — MOCTapancs He
0OSIThCA.

— A s 6oroch! JIroOMMBIiA, 1aBail BepHEMCs 1 OyzieM JTydine HUIMH!

— Het, — npoBopuan KoHaH, — HUIIMM 51 OBITH HE COIVIACEH. ..

— Konan, — nponokana JeBylliKa, — a Thl CJBIIMIIIb, KaK OyATo 3a HaMu KTO-To enet? CTyk
KOIIBIT. .. £l 4acTo €ro cipiy...

Bcagaukn ocranoBuinck. Konan mnpucnymanca. Bpems nwoio... Het, TOnpko ucmyranHoe
JBIXaHUE €T0 CIIYTHHULBI. .. XOTS... YTO-TO U3JAJIH JJOHECIOCH. .. HeT, ckopee BCero, nouynuioCh.

— Jlaxe eciIu KTO-TO U €J€T, 4YTO C TOro?

— DTO 32 HaMU, — IPOLICNTAaJIA IEBYIIKA, — S 3HAK0... 3TO 32 HAMM. ..

— Ilocnenmm, HaM HYKHO K 3aKary JOCTHYb XOJMOB, sl TaM MOMHIO XOPOIIYIO HEepy s
HoueBKU. — W KoHaH mycTun KoH B rajior.

TunmHa oxyThiBasia PaxuMy MSrkum, TsoKeabIM mojioroM. Ho nHorma u3 miyOuHBI EHephl e
YyIHINCH 1oJioca. Jla Tosbko i uyauinch? KoHaHy XOpOIo — OH MOJIOKHUIT MEY y MPABOM PYKH,
JIeBOM OOHSI €€ M MTHOBEHHO 3acHYI. KOHEUHO, CIIUT OH YyTKO, HO BIAPYI HE YCIEET MPOCHYTHCS,
KOIJIa KX OKPY>KaT T€, YbH T0JIOCA IOHOCITCSA U3 TEMHOTHI?

Hedero ckazare — xopoias memepa Uisi HoueBKH! YK JIydille CIaTh MoJ OTKPBITHIM HEOOM,
BUJICTh 3Be37bl... A TyT... [laBaT MpauHble KameHHbIe cBoabl. HaBucaror, OynTro BOT-BOT
obpymarcst! Ime-to MepHo KamaeT Boja. M Ttummna. MepTBasi, 3BeHsImas. A Korja HadMHaelllb
MPUCITYIIIMBATHCSI — W JIOJITO, JIOJITO CIIYIIACIbh TUIIIMHY — U3 IIyOUHBI MEIIephl JOHOCITCS rojoca!
KonaH ckazai, 4To He 3HAET, KaK JIaJieko MPOCTUPAETCS BIVIyOb 3€MJIM 3Ta Telepa... A 3HaUuT, OH
HE 3HAET, KTO TYyT MOXET JKUTh. A TYT XUBYT... He MoxeT nemepa ObITb COBCEM HEOOUTAEMOM.
KTo-TO TyT KHBET, M 3TO UX TOJI0Ca CJIBIIIATCS B TUIIMHE.

PaxuMa npurkanachk K ropssueMy Telly BO3II0O0ICHHOTO U ITOoCTapaiach HA O yeM He aymarb. OH
obemman, OH KJSJICSA, YTO HE MPOTOHUT €e... A KTo 3HaeT — Oor ero, 3tor Kpom... Kak oHn



OTHOCHUTBCS K KIIATBONPECTYIMHUKaM? MOXET, BIOJHE TEPHNUMO... 3aBE3ET B TAKYIO IEIIEPY H
OpOCHT, a TYT OTCH)KMBAETCSI Ta camas MepTBas cTapyxa...

N3 TeMHOTBI IOHECCSl YCUIIEHHBIM 9XOM CTapyILIEUN Kallellb.

«Het, HeTr, — nymMmana AeByllKa, — cTapyxa HOYbIO OXOTHTCA... BOT OHa M OXOTHUTCA... 3a
ToOOM. HeT, B meiepe oHa OTCUKUBAETCS TOJIBKO JHEM, & HOYBIO OHA HA 0XOT€, OPOIUT, UIIET... A
3a4eM ei OponuTh, €ciM Thl cama K Hell mpunuia! Het, oHa He 3/1ech, OHA T1e-TO JalieKo, MBI eIle
Tyla HE JOEXaIH... Tbl HE MOXENb 3HAaTh, TAC OHA... MoxeT, oHa yxe psagoM! MoxeT, oHa yxe
MpUOIHKAETCS K TeOe MIapKaroIleH, MOXOAKOH !»

Paxuma yrkHymace B rpyap Konana. Hetr, ona He Mmoxer ObITh TyT... oHa... [llaru!
[Tocnplmanuch TKENbIE MIApKaonpe mard. Tak XoquT ee Marh, TaMm, B CEJIEHUH, aoMa... OHa yxe
cTapas, U €l TpyAHO MOJHUMATh HOTH, U OHA UMM LIApKaeT... Bce crapyxu mapkarT Horamu. Bot
u ota... [louemy Konan cnut, kak MepTBbIii? MepTBenbl... MepTBelbl Te0s okpyxkatoT! Hamo ero
pa3OyauTh... A BOPYT, BCE 3TO MHE TOJIbKO uynutcsi? Pa3Oyxy, a oH paccepauTcss U OPOCUT MEHS
TYT, HA ChEICHHUE CTPAILIHOM MEPTBOM CTapyxe — TOW, KOTOpas ceildac MmpuOnuKaercsi K HUM B
TEMHOTE, [IApKasi HOTaMHU.

[aru. bimxe. Yxe ropazno onuxke! Ceityac, BOT ceiiyac OHA BBIMAET HA JYHHBIM CBET — YK
Jaydiie Obl TyHA W HE 3alisblBajia B NELIEPY — U MOAOUJIET, BHITATUBAS PYKU U IS MEPTBBIMU
TYCKJIBIMU I71a3aMu. J[a, IMEHHO TaKk — €€ HENOJBHUXHbIC, ITONCPHYTHIC NIEJICHOM CMEPTHU IJ1a3a —
BIIEPATCSA B MEHS, U S HE CMOTY HM 3aKpU4arb, HU NMOIIECBEIUTHCA... Yxke He mory! Yxke. S mory
TOJIBKO CMOTPETH U KIATh. ..

Paccet 3actan Konana n Paxumy yxe B mytu. HeloBOJIBHO LIypsiCh Ha SIPKUKA COJIHEUHBIN
CBET, JIEBYIIIKA CO CMEXOM pacCKa3bIBajia BO3JIIOOIEHHOMY O CBOMX HOYHBIX CTpaxax.

Bompeku oxunanusm, Konan He cmesica. Haxmypusnumcs, on OypKHYI:

— Tlouemy ThI HE pa3Oyauia MeHs?

— Ho... s 60smack... Tel cTan Obl cMESIThCA. ..

Konan BHMMAaTeIbHO MOCMOTPEN HA JACBYIIKY.

— S He ctan Ob1 cMesThes. Ceayrommii pas, €ClId YTO-TO YCIBbIIMIIb, Oy MeHs!

PaxuMa BHe3almHO MOYyBCTBOBaja 03HOO. [loyeMy OH Tak HMPUCTAIBHO HA HEE MOCMOTpPEN?
Moxet, oHa emy yxe maBHo Hanoema? [lo Temy mpomnuia BOJIHA XOJO4a, W JIEBYIIKA IUIOTHEE
3aKyTajaach B ILIAILL

N BoT Teneppr ['pymMmu, momaBasi X03sIMHY Yallld C MOPOIIKAMHM M CTapasch HE CMOTPETh Ha
CBETSIIMECs JUHUM, BCIIOMUHAJI O TOM, Kak momnajl oH K Bapuocy. Yxe nBa mecsiia CIyKUT OH
KOJIIHY, ¥ JIBa M€CSIla PBIILET TJe-TO ero Mark. OH CIIBIIAJ 10 HOYaM, KaK BOET OHa y OalllHu, Kak
[[apanaeT OKOBAaHHBIE JKEJIe30M AYOOBbIe JBEpH... HeT, He CMOXET OH MOKUHYTh 3Ty MPAYHYIO
OalHIo, 1ake ¥ MO0 UCTEYEHUH OTOBOPEHHOTO CpoKa. ECIM TOJIBKO... €CIIH TOJIBKO KTO-HUOYIb HE
yOBET TOr0 CTPAIIHOTO MOHCTpA... €10 MaTb, KOTOPas KUBET TENEPh yKACHOU, HEECTECTBEHHOMN
AKU3HBIO.



A TI0 OKpyre XOIAT pacckasbl O HAINAJCHUSIX KAKOM-TO MEPTBOW CTApPyXH, BBICACHIBAIOILICH
KpoBb. lIpaBna, HEKOTOpBIE pacCKa3bIBAIA, YTO KPOBb NIBET HE CTAPYyXa, & HEKUW MOJIOAOW MACTYX,
OeccneHo MCUe3HYBUIMMA. .. [Ipyrre roBopuiid, 0 IByX OpaThsax, ObIBIIMX paHbIlle OXpaHHUKAMH, HO
OTCTaBILIMMH OT KapaBaHa...

Kak-To Bapuoc ckazan ctpannyio ¢pa3zy, KoTopytro ['pyMMu 3alIOMHUI, XOTS U HE Cpa3y MOHSII
ee cMbIci. BoneOHMK MoYTH HE BBIXOIWJI U3 OallHU, HO BCEIJa 3HaJ, YTO TBOPUTCS B okpyre. 1 oH
ckazal... OH ckazan... «TapakaHbl HaYMHAIOT TJIOAUTHCS». lloTOM yIlenm HaBepx W JOJTO HE
MOSIBJISUICSL.

[Io HacrosmeMy 3amymancs ['pymMMH HaJ CMBICIIOM CKa3aHHOTO, YCIJBINIAB ONHAX]bI, KakK
BTOPHUT BBICOKOMY BOIO CTapyXu 00Jiee XPHUILIbIM T0JI0C, TOTOM €IIie OJIUH. .. U eIIE.

Kak Bcerma Beuepom, nepea cHom, ['pymmu o6xomui Gammmto. [IpoBepui, 3aKphITHI JIM JIBEPH.
[lonmpoGoBain pemerkn Ha okHax. [locmoTpen, 3akpeita i ABeph B noazeMenbe. [lon Oammen, mo
CJIOBaM XO35IMHA, HAaXOAWJIOCH OOIIMPHOE MOA3EMENbe, B KOTOPOE JaKe OH, XO3iHWH, HUKOT/IA HE
xonuii. TouHee, cIycKascsl TOJIBKO OMH pa3 — o0cienoBarb... OaHoro pa3za u xBarwio. Ha nuie
X035iIMHA OBLIO CTPAaHHOE BBIpAXKEHHUE, KOTJA OH paccKasblBajd O MOA3eMeNbe. byaTo BCIOMHUMICS
€My JIaBHUM, MOTy3a0bIThIA cTpax. [lepekuThiii U HAJAEKHO 3alpsITAHHBIM B NIyOMHAX MaMSATH
y’Kac, KOTOPbI BHE3AITHO BHIPBAJICS M BHOBB OBJIAIeJT CJ1a00M Ye0BeUeCKOM yIIOH.

Jla, X035ilMH yBUJZIENI B MOI3EMENBE YTO-TO cTpamHoe. He 3ps moBecus Ha ABEpb OTPOMHBIN
3aMOK, a caMy JIBEpb OKOBaJl KEJIE30M M CKPENUJI CaMbIMU CUJIBHBIMHM 3aKIATHUSAMH. CaMbIMU
CUJIBHBIMU M3 BCEX, KOTOphIe 3HaJ. Ho maxke W mpu 3TOM OH 3acTaBisul [ pyMMU KaxIplii BEYEp
MPOBEPATH 3aMOK. ['pyMMHU MOIXOIWII K JBEpH, OCMaTpuBal 3aMOK, puciaymmBaics. Hu 3Byka He
JOHOCHJIOCh W3-3a JABEPHU. TOJNBKO OOHAXIBl €My MOCHbIIAICS 4dei-To xpurm. Kazamoce, ¢ Ton
CTOPOHBI KTO-TO CTOMUT W TOXE€ NPUCIYIIMBACTCS, NPUHIOXMBACTCS, KIET, MOCKYIMBAE€T OT
HETEPIICHUS. . .

C yxxacom nocrnenmi [ pymMu OTOUTH OT JIBEPH.

[IoTOM OH OHSATH MBITAICS PACCIIPOCUTH X03siMHA. Bapruoc oTBeda HEOXOTHO. [ pyMMH TOJIBKO
y3HaJ, 4YTO MOA3EMEIIbEe ObUIO BHIKOTIAHO 3a0JT0 J0 MOCTPOUKU OAIHU. XO035IMH MOCTPOUIT OAIHIO
Ha KakoM-TO cTtapoM ¢yHaameHTe. M 4To 3a 3/1aHKe CTOSIIO HA HEM PaHbIlle — HUKTO HE 3HAET.

— TBos 3amava, — cKa3all KOJIIYH, TSDKEJIO IISIHYB Ha CIIYry, — IMpoBepATh 3aMok! U ecnu
3aMETHIllb, YTO OH BHUCUT KakK-TO HE TaK, B JIPYTOM IMOJIOKEHWHU, cpa3y mno3parb MeHs! U He
CIIMIIKOM MPUCITYIIABATHCS!

C tex mop I'pymmu He mpuciynmBaica y Toud asepu. Ho 3aro wacto crosun y apyron — y
BXOJHOM JBepH B OallHIO, KOTOPYIO CHAaOAMJIM HOBBIM 3aCOBOM — W CJYyIIaJl BOW CYILECTBA,
OBIBIIIETO KOTJIa-TO €r0 MaTephIo.

W ogHax bl OH YCJBIIIAI, YTO MaTh YK€ sIBHO HE OfHA OPOIUT B OKPECTHOCTSIX OamHu. beutn u
npyrue. Takue xe. A, Mmoxer u ctpamHee. Torna u moxsn I'pymmu, yto umen B BuLy Baproc, korna
roopull: «TapakaHbl HaYMHAIOT TUIOAUTHCS». M 3TO MOHMMAaHUE HAIMOJHUIIO CepJlle OBIBIIETO
KaMHeTeca 0€3bICXOAHOCTBIO M YKaCOM OT COACSTHHOTO UM OHAX bl YEPHOIO JIea.

A nmotom Bapuoc cka3ai:

— S BUzEI, OHU POIOT 3€MJIIO K BOCTOKY OT OammHu. OHM 3HAIOT Npo noazeMelibe. YyBCTByIOT
ero. UyBCTBYIOT Te€X, KTO TaM 3aKpHIT. Y XOTST BRITYCTUTh. VTN XOTAT ¢ MX MTOMOIIBIO 100paThes 110
Hac. B mo0om ciydae, Mbl B onacHOCTH. [Ipuaercs moiTu Ha KpailHUE MEPBHI.

N Bor — »T1a meumaronas neHrarpamma. UM rosmoca, npeasemaronme nosBICHUE OIHOIO M3
CaMbIX CTpPalIHbIX IEMOHOB... HO €ciu He 3aCTaBUTh €10 YHUUTOKHUTh HEXKUTh, KOTOpas pa3Besiach
B OKpyre... [IpaBna, BEI3bIBaTh JEMOHA HE MEHEE OIACHO. ..



N onsate unmtanm 3aknMHaHusA Bapuoc, W Ha ced pa3 TroJioc €ro apoxkan oT crpaxa. U
CTpalllHbIMH, HEMPOU3HOCUMBIMH OBLIM CJIOBA, KOTOpBIE 3aTATHBAJINCH BHYTPh CBETSILIECTOCS
KOJIZIOBCKOTO 4epTexa. M TspKeno Apliali KOJAYyH, U JPOXKaIu PYKH Yy €r0 CIYTH, KOrJja OH MoAaBaj
OYEPEAHYIO YaIlly. ..

Hakonern, Bapuoc mnpockpexeTran MOCieIHEee CJIOBO CaMOro JIMHHOTO 3aKJIWHAHUS, U
3aKJIyousioch B OamHe oOnako. He mocMenu U Xo3siMH, U Cayra B3ISIHYTh TY/a, IJI€ MPOCTYIalio
CKBO3b JIIM JIMIIO CYILECTBA, SIBUBIIETOCS HA UX 30B. A €ciu Obl OCMEIUJIUCHh IISHYTh Ha TOT
CTpallHbIA JIMK, TO HE BBIHECIH ObI 3TOTO 3pEJuIlla UX claldble Tyl U OTIPABWINCH HAa BEYHOE
MY4YE€HUE TY/a, TJ€ TPABUT ITOT YXKACHBIN JIEMOH.

— O yeM ThI IpOCHUllb? — TOHECCS TYIKHM, KaK 3X0 TOPHOTO 00Basia, rojioc.

— Ou4ucTH 3€MIII0 OT TOM, KOTO MBI IOPOAMJIM, U OT €€ MOCJEAbIIEd — OT BCEX, KOIO OHA
npeBparuiia B yreipeit! 3abepu ux k cede!

— KakoBa Oyniet TBos miara? UTo cMoXelllb Thl JaTh 3a 3TO?

— Bce, uro0 3axouenib... — ONpoLenTai KOJIayH.

— Xopoio. S BBINOJIHIO TBOIO MPOCHOY. A miary moTpedyro mo3xke.

Kpynnas npoxs 6una Bapuoca, koryia oH OTBETHI:

— Jla Oyzmer Tak.

W Boii, mOHOCUBIIMIACS M3-3a JBEpei OammHu, ncues, OyITo HEBUIMMAs PyKa pa3oM 3aTKHYIA
BCE CMPAJHBIE TTIOTKH.

— Teneps, — npoxpunen Bapuoc, — Mbl MOXKEM CITOKOMHO BBIXOAUTH U3 OAIHH. ..

— Sl Tak cOCKy4ywics MO COJHLY, — THUXO ckazan I'pymmu, — Ho... miuara? Kakyio oH
notpedyet muary? 1 xorma?
— Monun! — 3anmnen koyiayH. — Momuu! Hukorga He roBopu 00 sTom! Hukorna. He cmeit

HAIIOMHWHAaTh MHC...

Konan u Paxuma ckakanum cpenu 3eJIeHbIX XOJIMOB. Kapnamickue ropbl, BBICUBIIMECS Ha
ropu30oHTEe NOAO0OHO oO/akaM, TMOpaXald BEJIMYECTBEHHOW KpacoTol. TpeBOXWIM  Iymly
YCTpEMJICHHBIMM K HeOecaM O€lOCHEKHBIMU MHKAMHU, MAHWIM TAUHCTBEHHOCTBIO U
HEJIOCTYIHOCTBIO, KaK MAaHHMT IMPOCTOIO BOMHA KpacaBWlla, MEJbKHYBIIAs B OKHE JBOpIA €ro
MOBEJIUTEIS.

[Ipearopes kumenu 6anauTamu. KoHan BRIOMpAIT €€ 3aMeTHBIE TPOIIMHKH BAAJIEKE OT JIOPOT,
a 4acTO M BOBCE HAIpPAaBISJ KOHS B pacrajkd MEXIy XOJIMaMmu, TJe He ObUIO Ja)ke TPOMUHOK.
PaxuMa npuTHxia U TOJBKO IUIOTHEE KYTAJIACh B ILIAI, CTAPAACh 3aKPBITh HE TOJIBKO TEIO0, HO U
JULIO.

— Te1 3amep3na? — ynusuics Konas.

— Jla, MeHS 3HOOUT. ..

— B Takoii xxapkuii nens? Trl He 3a0070€m1a?

— MoxeTt OBbITb...

— Teneps mpuaeTcs ckakarbh 0€3 0CTAaHOBOK. YK€ HEJaleKO pa3BaIMHbI 3aMmka Kyyxa. ..

— Kr0 310? — 6€3pa3nu4Ho crpocuia JeBylIKa.

Konan Obu1 paa oTBiedb ee oT Oosne3nu. Jloaro u moapoOHO OH paccKasbiBajl, KaK BCTPETHII
3noposska Kyiryxa, Ha KOTOpOro ObUIO HAJIOXKEHO 3aKJIATHE, KaK OHU MOEXaJId UCKATh UCUE3aI0II I



3aMOK... M yMOJIK, TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOTZIa 3aMETHUJI, 4YTO Paxrma ero He cllylaer.

— Tr1 Bce erie OOUIIBCS CTapyxu?

— Crapyxu Ooibllle HET — YYKHM TOJOCOM CKa3zaja JEBYyIlKa, — M3 3TOTO0 MHpa OHa
ucuesna...

Konan BcTpeBokmiics. Y Hee nuxopajaka. [loxoke, HaunHaercs Open. OHa yxe HETBEPIO
CUJUT Ha Jiomaau. Hy)kHO ocTaHaBIMBAaThCA HA HOWIET . ..

OCTaHOBUTBHCS MPUILIOCH TOA OTKPHITHIM HeOOM. Paxuma, 3akyTaBIMCh B IUIall, BHajga B
3a0bIThbe. KoHaH, MyCTUB MacTUCh JOMAAEH, MpauHO CUJieN psiioM. Brepenu emie aBa JHS MyTH.
JleBylika, cyasi o BCEMY, CEphe3HO OonbHA. Bpsia nu oHa cMoxeT aepxarbcs B ceanie. Kpom!..
[IpuaeTcss 0CTaHOBUTHCA Ha HECKOJIbKO JMHEH. JJoOBITh Kakyro-HUOYAh AUYb... [IoNTh €€ MSCHBIM
OynbOHOM. .. W %K JaTh BHI3IOPOBICHUS.

Bcro Houb Paxuma cronana u Openuia. BeikprukuBana HenmoHsATHBIE clioBa. [IbiTanach O6exars.
bunacy B cynoporax. Ilom yrpo, korma OonbHasi 3a0bLiach, HaKOHEIl, TsKeIbIM cHOM, KoHaH
PUCKHYJI OCTaBUTh €€ U OCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTU. MOXET ObITh, €CJIM ynacTcsi, JOOBITh CBEXee
MSICO. ..

Hesnaneke BunHenacs Oamns. Ta camas OanmHs. . .

Ha ceii pa3 Konany He npunmioch BbIMOaTh ABEph. Ero BcTpewan HEOONBIIONO poOCTa,
OCTPOHOCHIN YeNIoBeK ¢ ycTanbiM JuiioM. Ciyra. A B 6ammHe, kyna Konan 3aHec yKyTaHHYIO B TIalll
JCBYILKY, B OKUJIAHUU CTOSJI XO35IMH — YEJIOBEK KPEMKOTO CIIOKEHHS, ¢ TpyOOBarbiM JIUIIOM U
YMHBIMH, HACMENUIMBBIMU CEPBIMH IIa3aMHU. TOT caMblil KOJIIyH. Moida yKa3ajd OH Ha JIEXKAHKY.
KonaH OepeXHO yI0K1JI CBOKO CITYTHUILY, IJIOTHEE YKPBUI €€ IIAIIOM.

— S nomHI0 TEOS1, YapoeH.

— U 51 Te0s1, repoil.

— Tbl goiKeH el moMoub, — KoHaH KMBHY/ Ha JIeKalllyl0 B OEClaMsTCTBE XKEHIIMHY, — ¥
Hee JIuxopajKa, oHa OpeuT.

— Jlomken? — npuTBOpHO ynusuics Baproc. — Jlomxen?

— JlomxkeH, gomkeH, — npoBopuail KoHaH, moJIokuB pyKy Ha 3ec meya.

[Io AOCTOMHCTBY OIIEHMB A3TOT K€cCT, Bapuoc moida, HIyTOBCKM MOKJIOHUICA. Heckonbko
MrHoBeHUM KoHaH 1 KOJAYH NPUCTAIBHO CMOTPENHU IPYT HA ApYyTa.

— A XOpomIo, 4TO Thl, T€POM, OMSIThH MPHUIIET KO MHE, — HAKOHEI, MEYTATEIIbHO MPOTOBOPHII
Bapuoc.

— TbI, TOMHHUTCS, TOBOPHJI, UTO MBI €1II¢ BCTpETUMCS. .. Kak Thl HAMEpPEH €€ JICUNUTh?

— O, 3TO HE CIOKHO, MO TOMOIIHUK IIPUTOTOBUT Ma3b...

Konoxon cnycrss I'pyMmMu npuHEC OTKyAa-TO CBEPXY Yally ¢ ABIMAIMMCS, OCTPO MAXHYILIUMM
3E€JIbEM.

— TBOIO BO3MIOONIEHHYIO HEOOXOAMMO HATEPETh, MOKa CHAJI00be HE OCTHUIO, — YCMEXHYIICS
KOJIZIYH, — U JIeJIaTh 3TO MPUAECTCS MHE — TOJIBKO 51 3HaK0, KaK HY>)KHO BTUPATh Ma3b.

Bapuoc Onechyn mia3amu.

— Ts1 roTOB IpegocTaBUTH MHE €€ Teno? — Ho, 3aMeTHB, Kak MOTEMHEIIO JIMIIO CEBEPSIHUHA,
npsiya yecMeniky, 1o0aBui: — [l pacTupaHusi... TOJbKO JUIsl pacCTUpaHus!

Korna Konan kuBHYI, OH OBICTPBIMU JIBUXKEHUSIMH pa3Jiell JEBYIIKY U, NTYOOKO B3JI0XHYB, CTaJ
HATUpPaTh €€ APOXKAILIEEe TEJIO TEIUIOW Ma3blo, OJHOBPEMEHHO pa3MuHasg U pactupas Mmpiumsl. [lo
Mepe TOro, Kak 3elb€ BIHUTHIBAIOCH, OONbHas mpuxomuia B ceds. [lepectana apoxkarbs, pexe
CTOHaJa W Ja)ke OAMH pa3 OTKphUIa maza. Ho maneko Omyxaana B 3TOT MOMEHT €€ Jylla — B3IJIA
OCTaBaJICS CIENbIM U O€ CCMBICIICHHBIM.



C oco0ObIM ycepareM pacTrpall KOJIAYH YIPYTHe TPyau JE€BYIIKHU, U TOJIbKO Korna Konan uznan
HEJIOBOJIbHOE BOPYAHME, ITOCIEIIHO MEPENIE] Ha IIEYU U LIEHO.

— Oi, I'pymmu! — xpuxnyn Konan. — S aymaro, 9To X03siIMH TBOM ceiiyac BeNUT coOparh
YTO-HUOYb HA CTOJ U YTOCTUTH TOCTs!

— Jla, na, — nporynen Bapuoc, — cobepu, yroctu...

Cnyra 0e3 ocoboil cnemku crail cobuparb Bce s Tpane3sl. W Tyr Bapuoc cnaBieHHO
BCKpUKHYI. KOHAaH MTHOBEHHO OYYTHIICS PSIIOM.

— Hwuyero, Huuero, — wucnyranHo npoOOpMoOTan KOJIIyH, — sI MPOCTO BBIBEPHYI ceOe
nanen... Hadero crpammoro.

TounbIMU NBHKEHUSAMH Yaponiei Harep JI0O0 W 3aThUTIOK OOJBHOM, KOoTOpas Jiexasna, Ternepb
pacciaabuBIIMCh U, Ka3aJI0Ch, KPENKO crnana. bepexxHo yKyTaB CBOIO CIIYTHUILY U yOEAUBIIMCH, YTO
et nmyume, Konan cen 3a ctosl. BuHO ObUIO OYEHB JaKe HEIJIOXHMM, KOIMYEHOE MSICO BKYCHBIM, a
XJ1€0, XOTh U TPyOOBATOTO MOMOJIA, HO TOXKE BIOJIHE ChEJOOHBIM.

— A TBI HEIJIOXO YCTPOMJICS, KOJOYH, — cKa3asl KonaH, HaceITuBIIMCH. — KTO Tebe mpuBO3UT
BUHO?

— Pasnble moau... — yKIOHUYMBO OTBETUI Bapuoc. — Te, KTO MPOCUT MOEIo COBETA WU
ITIOMOIIM. . .

— A uto TBI TOCOBeTYyelh MHe? Kak ObITh ¢ 1eBymikoii? CKOpo OHa MOMpPaBUTCS?

Bapuoc nocmorpen Ha KoHaHa 10oiarum B3misiioMm.

— IlonpaBuTcsi, — MOBTOPUI OH, — OO0s3aTEIBHO MOMPABUTCS... YK€ 3aBTpa OHa OyIerT...
Bnosine 3m0poBa. — U nerkast ycMenika npoMeIbKHYIIA B €10 CEPBIX IT1a3ax.

— BriknaapiBail, KOJIIyH, 4YTO y T€0s HA yMe, — MPayHO MpoOypyai BapBap.

— Huuero... — Bapuoc ynbi0bancsi cnam@aBoil ynbIOKOM, HE BA3aBILIEICA ¢ €ro rpyooBaThiM
munoM. — S ke ckazall, 4TO OHa IOIPABUTCA. ..

— Hy, no6po, — nepebun Konan, — mocmoTpum, 4to OyieT 3aBTpa.

K Houm Bapumoc momHsjics Ha camblii BEpXHUM — TpeTUM — 3Taxk OalllHUM M 3aTallyil
MPUCTABHYIO JIECTHUILY. Tenepb HUKTO HE MOT 3a0paTbCsa K HEMY, pa3Be UTO CyMel Obl, TOI00HO €10
KOTY, YIEMUThCS KOTTSMHU 3a HEPOBHBbIE KaMEHHBbIE CTeHBL. U Bce e Ha Jyme y KojjayHa ObUIO
HeCIOKOWHO. Criarbk OH JIET, MPOYNTAB HECKOJIBKO OXPaHHBIX 3aKJIMHAHUN U IOCTABUB JIEKAHKY B
LIEHTP MAaru4eckoro kKpyra. B TeuyeHHMe HOYM OH HECKOJBKO pa3 MPOCHIIAICA M IOHOJTY
npuciynmsaica. [locie 4dero ¢ BOpYyaHMEM OIYCKal TSDKEIYHO TOJOBY Ha NOAYIIKY U BHOBBb
HEHAaJ0JITO 3acChImall.

Konan cnan Ha moiy, y cTeHbl. ['pyMMu, 4blo JIeXKaHKY 3aHsisIa OOJIbHAsI, MasuICs Ha K€ CTKOU
CKaMelKe, peBApUTENbHO OTTAIMB €€ K MPOTUBOMOJIOXKHONW CTeHEe OalllHM, MOJAJIbIlIe OT 3TOIO0
BCIIBUIMMBOIO BapBapa.

Houbto re-to HaBepxy, B CTpomuiax, BbUl BeTep. MpadyHo yxanu coOBbl. IlodTv HECHBIIHO
BEPEILIAJIA, HAITYIIBIBASI IOPOTY, JIETYYHUE MBIIH. YPYAI U MSIYKaJl KOT.

KoHany CHMJICS OTrpOMHBIN IMAayK, CIYCKAIOIMKUCA HAa TOJCTOM HUTHU K camomy jumy. [layk
JIOJITO IIEBEJIMJI MOXHATBIMHU JIallaMU y TyO CTsIIero Bapsapa, — u0o u Bo cHe Konan Bujen ceos
crsinM. OH cIiai ¥ He MOT IOIIEBEIUTHCS. A MayK KOIMOUIMJIICS HaJl HUM, pa3lyMbIBall, lepedupan
CYCTaBYaThIMU JallaMH, CMOTPEJI MydKaMU MYTHBIX O€JIbM, [yMaJl O 4YeM-TO CBOEM, Iay4ybeM.



M BOT-BOT OMYCTUTCS HUKE, BOT-BOT BOH3UT OTPABICHHOE »KaJ0 B HE3aIMIICHHYIO mewo!.. 1
HE MOXET JBUHYThCA KOHAH, M IIEBEIUTCS, OTBPATUTEIBHO KOIOWIMTCS HAJ HHUM IayK, TO
BBIITYCKasi, TO BTSITMBAs CTPAIHOE JKaJlo, pa3yMbIBasi, 00pMoYa 4TO-TO YE€JIOBEYE CKUM TOJIOCOM.

CMyTHO CO3HaBaJl CEBEPSIHUH, YTO TOJOC IMayKa YeM-TO MOXOK Ha T0JIOC €r0 BO3JIIOOIEHHOM,
TOW, KOTOPYIO OH MOKJISIJICSI HUKOT/IA HE MPOTOHSTh. ..

«Hert, He mory», — ycusian Konan, u Bce ucuesno. Kommapusiii coH ormyctui. CMor,
HAKOHEII, MOIICBEIUTHCS BapBap, MOBEPHYTHCSA HA OOK U 3aCHYTh CIIOKOMHBIM, O€3MSITEKHBIM CHOM.

YTpom Bapuoc nonro u ynuiaeHHo pasnisiabiBail Konana. Uto-to 6opmoTan cede moa HOC U
KadaJl TOJIOBOM. 3areM mnonomesn K jaaBke, rae cnain [pymmu. Ciyra Jiexan OKOYEHEBIIMH,
M30THYBILIMICS B IpeACMEpPTHOM cynopore. Ha nuiie 3acthiia rpuMaca yxaca u 00Ju.

— MepTB, — OpocuI KOJIAYH, OyITO U HE 0XKHUJAT HUYETO IPYTOTo.

Konan mpayHo misiHynn B 6eccTpacTHOE JIMIO Yapozaes. YTo Moo YOUTh HECUACTHOTO CIIYTy?
Bapuoc, KOHEUHO, HUYETO HE PACCKAXKET, XOTs, MOXOKE, 3HAET NMPUUUHY. [ pyMMu yMep B MyKax.
Teno ceneno cymoporoi. Yro 3t1o? SAn? Ho 3auem konayHy yOuBarh cBoero ciyry? Moxer, oH
XOTEJ OTPABUTh KUMMEpUA?

Ho Konan BcmoMHmi, kak Bapuoc mpoOoBan Buepa BUHO M3 KaxJ0il HOBOUM OyThuiku. Her,
MOXOXKE, YapoJeu TyT HU npu yeM. Ho OH 3HaeT, B uem Jerno.

U eme oquH ynap oxuan CeBEpIHUHA, — MOMOUIS K JIeXKaHKe, TAe cnaia Paxuma, oH yBUAen,
YTO YEPTHI €€ JIUIIa 3aCThUIH, & B3IISI MOTYOTKPBITHIX IV1a3 MOTYyCKHEN. Ero Bo3nmoOnenHas ymepia.

BspeseB, Konan Opocuncs k konayny. OnHol pykod crped ero 3a OfexIy U MOJHSII, Kak
IICHKA, B BO3/YX, IPYrod — HalllapUBaJl HA MOSCE PYKOATKY KMH)KAJa.

— OctanoBuch, Konan, — kpuvan Bapuoc, — oHa He ymepia! OCTaHOBHCH, 51 BCE OObSICHIO.

— Uro Tb1 Menenb?! I nocTarouHo BUAET MEPTBBIX HA cBoeM Beky! OHa ymepia. U, KiIsHYyCh,
ThI OTBETHIIIb 34 €€ CMEPTH!

— Tlogoxau, — BOpyr COKOMHO cka3an Bapuoc, — pa3Be Thl HE BHENI BO CHE ayka? MHe
OH ToXe€ CHuJICA. CyCKaronmiics nayk. ..

Konan ormyctui yapones. Jla, Tenepb OH BCIOMHUJI — MEP3KHM NayK KOIOLIMIICA HAJ HUM,
00pMOTaJ, HO HE CMOT BOH3UTH B HETO XKaJIO.

— PacckasbiBaii, — TsKeno ckazan KoHan, — 1 He B3lymMal XUTPUTh.

Bapuoc, nonpaBuB oex 1y, cell 3a ¢Toj, Haiuui cebe u KoHany BuHa, BBITUI €IUHBIM JTyXOM,
cobupasich ¢ MbiciisiMu. KoHaH cen, HO K BUHY HE IPUTPOHYIICSL.

— IloMHUIIIB, TEPO, KaK ThI CIIAC ITY JEBYIIKY, KOTAa BOPBAJICS K HAM BO BpeMs puTyaja?

Konan xuBHYyIL.

— Taxk BoT: putyain, 6narogapsi Tede, He ObUT 3aBEPICH, U MbI TOTYYHIIH. . .

— Uto 370 OBLT 32 pUTYan? — nepedus Kona.

— Putryan oxuBI€eHHS MEPTBOIO TeENa, — POBHBIM TOJOCOM MPOMOJDKAN KOJIAyH. — S
OXKHUBJISUT MaTh ['pyMMHU, IO €ro mpochoe. ..

— Jlanb1e.

— A janpliie MOJIArajioCh NPUHECTH KEPTBY, HO Thl NMOMEIAJN, U MaTb... — Bapuoc
3aMsUICs, — ... Marb | pyMMH OXHUJIa, HO BMECTE C TE€M, OCTalach MepTBOoM. Crana 4ymoBHUIIEM!
Bno6aBok ko Bcemy, mompoboBana KpoBu ChiHa... OHa Opomuia B OKPECTHOCTSX, Hamajaia Ha
MYTHUKOB M BbICACKHIBAJIA KPOBb.

— I'ne ona renepp? — crpocun Konas.

— OHa cTana CIMIIKOM ONacHa, W s... MHE MPHUIUIOCH... HY, CJIOBOM, LIEHON HEBEPOSTHBIX
yCWJIMH 51 cyMes yoparh ee u3 3Toro mupa. Ho, oueBuaHO, mepes TeM, OHa ycIeia MOBCTpeYaTh



TBOIO JICBYIIIKY.
— Korna? — nenoymenno cipocui Konan. — S Bcerma Ob11 ¢ Helt psgom!

— TbI MOT U HE 3aMeTUTh, repoil. OHa, BEpOSATHO, MPUIILIA, HOYbIO, BO BPEMS CHA. ..

Konan notep 100. [la, kaxxeTrcss Paxuma, mocie HOUM B MeElIEpe, pacckasbiBajia Mpo KaKUe-TO
y)Kachl, UyJIUBIIMECS € B TEMHOTE. ..

— Tak Tb1 mO3TOMY BCcKpUKHYA?! ThI yBUAEN HA HEW. . .

— Jla. Cnenpl ykyca.

— IloueMy TBI MHE HE CKa3aJl, KOJAYH? — THEBHO IIPOM3HEC CEBEPSIHUH. — TBI XOTEI. ..

— Jla, — cnokoiiHO oTBeTHI Bapuoc, — s xotein, 4To0sl OHa yKycuiia TeOs. Beas 3To ThI BO
BceM BuHOBar! Ho ona He cmora... OueBUIHO, O4EHb CUITBHO JTIO0UIIA. .. TIOOUT TeOsl.

— Kak moxert 1100uTh Tpyn? — BockinkHy1 Konan. — Benp ona Teneps meptna!

— W na, u Her. OHA XUBET TENEpb APYIoW KU3HBIO, U MBI HE JOJDKHBI MTO3BOJIUTH € MUTh
KpoBb. MHaue, yepe3 KOPOTKUM MPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHHU, STUX TBapeH TyT Oy/JIET, KaKk TapaKaHOB.

— YT0 %€ HYKHO AeNarb?

— HyXHO0 HaneXHO 3anepeTh ux.

— Nx? Koro?.. Ax na, eme TBOM ciyra. ..

— Ja, 6egapnii I'pymmu... Ilom sToit OammHel ecTh moa3eMellbe — Tyda HYKHO OTHECTH
MepTBenoB. OTTyna uM He OyAeT xofy... ToJapko TOoraa MBI OylneM YBEPEHBI, UTO OHH HE MPUYUHST
HHUKOMY BpeJia.

— XOpoIo, OTKPbIBAK CBOM MOABAJIBI, KOJIIYH. . .

Konan monro cmorpen B smio BosmoOneHHoi. beanas nesymika! On, Konan, cmac ee ot
CMEpTH, a B pe3ylbTare €il 0Ka3ajaoch yroToBaHa Xynuias oJyisl. Tam, BO Mpake mnoazeMenbs OyaeT
OpOoIUTH OHA, CHeJAaeMas BEYHOM KaXJOW, My4asiCh U, BOBMOXHO, IIPOKJIMHAsS CBOETO CIIACUTEJS.
Kak xoTena oHa, kak mpocuiia, 4ToObl OH ee He Opocai... 1 BoT Teneps... Hy, Teneps, oH cBOOOACH
ot kATBBL. OHa ymepia, OyaemM cuutarh, 4To oHa ymepiaa. Kpom sto Buaut. Oh He ocymut. [IpocTo
oHa OyJIeT MOXOpOHEHa HE B MOTHUIIC, & B TIO/I3EMETThE.

Tsoxkeno B3moxHyB, KoHaH momHsim Ha pyku Jerkoe Teio PaxuMpl M IIarHyl B TEMHOTY,
HalllyTibIBasi HOTaMM CTyNeHbKU. Bapuoc 3axer (axen, BUCEBIIMM Ha cTeHe 3a jaBepblo. Craso
CBETVIEC, U BapBap YBUJEN YXOASIIyI0 B TEMHOTY JIeCTHUILY. M3 mIyOMHBI MaxXHYIO CBHIPOCTHIO.
[Ipmxumas k cebe X0JIONHOE TENo AEBYLIKH, KOHAH OCTOPOXKHO CIyCKaJCA MO CTyHeHAM. TSHyIo
3araxaMy THUJIH, Pa3JIOKEHUS, TICHUS.

— Ilonoxu ee Ha TTOHIAIKE M BO3Bpamancs 3a [ pymmu! — kpuknyn Bapuoc.

— A cBoero ciyry, — KoHaH omisHyIcsi, — Tbl OTHECEIIb CaM, KOJIIYH!

— Xopomo. — Yaponen B3BaJIWJI OKOYEHEBIIEE TeN0 [ pyMMHU Ha II€4d, HEMHOTO TTOMEINIL,
0 YEM-TO pa3lyMbIBasi, 3aTE€M IIATHYII HA CTYIECHHU.

[TouyBcTBOBaB MOJ HOraMH POBHYIO MTOBEPXHOCTh, KOHAH OCTOPOXKHO MOJIOKHUI TEJIO JEBYIIKH
Ha mon. CeeT ¢akena MeTaycs Najeko HaBepxy. TyT, BHU3y — TE€MHOTa, MOTUJIbHASI CBHIPOCTh U
3anaxu. MoXeT, KOJIJIyH MOIMPOCTY CBaJIMBaj cioAa Tpynbl? Eciau Obl y1aaoch NPUHECTH B JKEPTBY
JEBYILKY — CTaJl Obl OH ee XOpoHUTh? CKkopee Bcero — Opocuit Obl B moazeMense. JKanb, uTo gaken
OCTAJICS] HABEPXY, BO3MOXXHO, TYT HABAJICHBI TOPBI TPYIIOB. ..

KonaH npoBesn 1aJJOHBIO MO JIMIY ACBYILIKH, OUYTUB JeAsSHON xonon. Uto Teneps? HyxHO 1mu
€€ KakK-TO MOXOPOHUTH? MOXKET, TyT €cTh cTapble ckienbl? CTpaHHO CKJIABIBAECTCS KU3Hb — OH
cnac Paxumy ot cmepTH, HO 00peKk Ha BEUYHOE 3aMOTHJIbHOE OlIeHHE B CHIPOM Toa3emenbe... [e
TaM KOJITyH CO CBOUM CITyroit?!

C peruanuem Konan Opocursicst HaBepX. He Oyfb OH Tak YrHETEH CMEPThIO JICBYIIKH, OH ObI



noHsu1 panblte!.. OH Obl cooOpasui!..

[loutn y cambIX ABEped — Yy 3aKpBITHIX JABEpPEN! — JiexKano CBEIECHHOE CYIOpOIoi,
OKOuYeHeBlee Teno [ pymmu.

Kpom! Bropoii pa3 3a nocnennee BpeMsi oH nomnan B JioBynky! Heyxxenu xoBapctBo Kymryxa
HUYEMY €T0 HE Hay4drIo?!

B 6emencrBe Konan oOpylmin TsKemblid Kyllak Ha OKOBAaHHYIO KeJie30M JiBepb. Eciu Obl oHa
OTKpBIBAJIaCh B IpYryto cTOpoHy!.. OH BbIIMO ObI JIF000M 3amop!

Ho Tspkenast 1Bepp MoOINIa paclaxHyTbCs TOJBKO BHYTPb, & C 3TOM CTOPOHBI HE OBbUIO Iaxke
pyuku. Xopoiuasi, Kpernkas, HaJexHas JBepb... ClelaHa Ha COBECTb U, BEPOATHO, C YYETOM TOTO,
4TO €€ OyIyT MBITaThCsl OTKPHITh U3HYTPH.

[Tpoknstbe!

KonaH emie pa3 rynko Bre4aras Kylak B TOJICTBIE JINCTHI JKEJE€3a, HAJEKHO MPEIOXPaHSIBILIIE
JEpEeBO Jaxe OT yIapoB Meya.

— OT10 0ecmnoJie3HO, repoil, — pas3aalics CIOKOMHBIA TOJIOC KOJAyHa, — TeOe Mpuiercs
MIO3HAKOMUTHCS C OOUTATENsIMU TTo13eMenbsi. Jla momoryt Tede Ooru.

bonbie Bcero 3nuncsa Konan Ha camoro ceds. Kak MoxHO ObU10 HacToJbKO 3a0bIThes?! Kak
MOXXHO OBLIIO JIOBEPUTHCS KOIAYHY?!

OcTaBanioch HaJEATHCS, YTO ITA JIOBYIIKA BCE )K€ HE CTOJb COBEPILIEHHA, KAK Ta, B KOTOPYIO
3amMaHMII ero HegaBHo Kymyx B mon3eMHbIX TabupuHTax Mcyesaromiero 3aMka.

B3siB ¢aken, KoHaH BHOBb HampaBWIICS BHU3, HAMEpeBasich o0caeaoBarh noazemense. daxen,
10 CYACTBIO, CBETHUJI B ITOJIHYIO CHILY.

[Ipoitns MmumMo meptBoro tena ['pymmu, oH ocrtaHoBwics. Uto-to Obuio He Tak! YUTo-TO
U3MEHUJIOCK... Tpyn ciyru... Ero mo3a... [Ipexne MepTBell, CKOPUMBILKCH, JI€KaT HAa OOKY.

Konan Bepuyics u nonHec (aken. HecomHeHHO, mo3a MepTBela U3MEHHUIAach. Tenepb OH,
BBITSIHYBIIIMCD, JIEYKAJI HA CIIMHE.

[TonyoTkpeIThie IMa3a nmoOneckuBan OenkamMu. W BblpakeHue Juina... YTpoM B JIUIE CIYyTU
YUTAJIOCh cTpajsanue. Tenepb, ckopee, 0e3MATEKHOCTD... Kazanoce, qaxe nerkas yaplOka TpoHYyIa
MepTBbIe TYObl [ pymmu. KoHaH HaKJIOHWIICS, BIJISIBIBASCH B JIMITO MepTBena. OnsTh U3BMEHEHUE. ..
Teneps, moxoxe, 3710pajgHas yCMEIIKa, KaK y €ro X035iMHa. . .

MoxeT, TpoIecchl pa3IoKEHUs 3aCTaBUIIN CBEJEHHBIC CYIOPOTOM MBIIIIBI pacciabuThea? A
BeIpakenue. .. [Ipu cBere akena TpyaHO ObITH YBEPEHHBIM. ..

Ho modemy Tak He XodeTcsi MOBOPAYMBAThCS K HeMy cnuHou? Kaxkercs, 4To OH CMOTpHT,
KIET. ..

Crout oTBEpPHYTHCS... © — 4TO Torna? llperHer Ha cnuHy?

CxaB yentoctu, KoHaH 3actaBuil ceds TOBEPHYTHCS M TPOAOKUTH citycK. [1o3anu Obu1o THXO.
Het, kaxercs, mocCHbIancs KaKOW-TO 3BYK... 3BYK KOITEW, CKpeOynmx mno KkamHIO... He
ocraHaBiuBarbCs! daken HE MOXKET TOPETh BEYHO, & HY)KHO OCMOTPETh NOA3EMENbE U HAUTH
BeIxof1!.. Terepp, OyITO KTO-TO TUXO CITYCKAETCs CAEAOM. .. Vmu 3To 9X0 ero maros?

Yro umen B BUAY KOJIJIYH, CKa3aB MPO OOUTaTesNel Moa3eMenbs, ¢ KOTOPHIMU €My MPUIETCS
MMO3HAKOMUTHCS? Bpsn mu — KpbIC, KOTOPBIX TYT, KOHEUHO, MHOXKeCTBO. Het, yaponeir roBopui o
APYTrUX OOUTATEIsIX. . .



B nyme mo60ro, gaxke caMoro OTBaKHOTO 4eJIoBeKa, HajaeTcss MecTo cTpaxy. CMenblid ToXe
ooutcs. MoXeT, 4yTh MEHBIIE, YeM TOT, KTO POXACH TpPycoM... [JaBHOe — XpaOper; MOXeT
IIPEOAOJIETh CTPAX, & TPYC — HET.

«C™menbii, — pa3Mmpiuisl KoHaH, maras no cTyneHbKam, — MOXET MOAABUTh CTPAX, 3arHATh
€ro BIIyOb, 3alepeTh, HE MO3BOJIUTh EMY OBJIAJETh CBOel Aymioil. CTpaxX, KOHEUHO, OyJIeT BpeMsl OT
BPEMEHHU BBINOI3aTh — XOJIOAHOW, [UJIMHHOM 3MEEH JIEEHUTh CepAle, IIEBEJIUTbh BOJOCHI,
3aCTABJIATH [ETIEHETh MBIIIIIHI. . )

Konan pgoctur xoHma necTHunbl. YTo-TO M TyT m3MeHmwnoch... [ne?.. O, Kpom! I'me ero
Paxuma?! I'ne teno Paxumbi?! I'ne mepmeoe meno neBymku? Yrtanmiau? 3HAUYMUT, AEHCTBUTEIBLHO
TYT... A mouemy — yraumiu? Konan nepesen apixanue. A 4to, eciau oHa cama yuiia? Ho 3To0...
yT0? HeBo3smokHO? B 3TOM Mupe HEeT HMYero HeBo3MoKHOTO! TeM Oonee TyT, B moa3eMenbe, Hall
KOTOPBIM BBICUTCSI MpauHasi OaiHs koiigyHa! Yapozaeit roBopusi o crapyxe, 0 HEYUCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa
HAIJIOUIIA. . .

MeieHHo, cTapasich HE MPOU3BOIUTH JHUIIHET0 InyMa, KoHaH oOHaxun wMed. Ecium
npunercs... Ecnu npupaercs, oH pa3pyouT naxe cBoro jrodumyro! Het, mepmeoe meno cBoeit
mobumon. 6o 310 OyeT yxke He oHa. ITO OylneT MOHCTp, yXKacHas HEXKUTh, KOTOpasi HE JOJDKHA
ockBepHATH 3emito! Ho Benb... B€lb OHA HE CTalla — HE CMOIVIA €r0 YKYCUTh... OHa €ro JIroouia.
Jlrobmna, make CTaB YyAOBHIIEM. . .

Bnaneke, riae-to B caMbIx IIyOMHAaX MOA3EMeENbsS pas3aalics Jajekuid Bod. OH ObLT MOXOXK Ha
BOJTYMI, HO Bce ke apyroil. Beut He Bosik. Bbul... denoBek? He delloBeK, KOHEYHO, YXK€ HE
4yeJoBeK. .. Ho kak ke BeJIMKO 3TO MoJ3eMebe!

Konan nonusin daxen. [IpssiMo u HampaBo — KOPUAOPHI, BEUIOKEHHBIE HEPOBHBIM, COYAIMMCS
Biaroi kamHeM. Ele ofivH, ¢ 3eMJISIHBIMU CTE€HKaMM, Kak OoJiblllasi HOpa, TEMHEI clieBa. M onsth
nectHuna. Koneuno xe — BHU3. IMEHHO OTTyna, KaXKETCs, U IOHOCUJICS BOU.

Kyna uaru? BHu3? YHUYTOXHUTH TOTO, KTO BOET, TOKa OH HE Hamal c3aau B TeMHoTe? KoHaH
misiHYy Ha (aken. Hackonpko ero xBarut? Hy:XHO MCKaTh BBIXOM, @ BHU3Y €TO BPSJ JIM HANJCIIb. . .

PenmrenpHbIM 1IATOM CEBEPSHUH HAIPABUIICS B TOHHEINb, HAIIOMUHAKOUMN HOPY. S3bMUKH
njaaMenu ¢akena OTKJIOHUWIKCH. [loxoxke, TIe-To MOCTyMnaeT BO3ayX. ..

C 3eMJISHOTO CBOJa CBHUCAJIM NPUYYIJIMBBIE KOPHU, U3BUBAJIMCh B HEBEPHOM cBeTe (hakena,
METAJINCh YEPHBIMU TEHAMU, HOPOBUJIN BIIETUTHCS B BOJIOCHI.

[lozann BHOBBL MOCHBIIANICS Aajdekuid Boil. Emie oguH — Oojee XpUIUIbIf... DTO yxke
Briepeau... Ero okpyxaror? [la, moxoxe, €ro OKpyKarT T€ CaMble TBAPHU, O KOTOPBIX TOBOPHII
KOJIZYH.

KoHaH B3s1 M€Y HaM3rOTOBKY M CIIOKOWHO MOIIEN Brepen. TOHHENIb AOCTaTOYHO LIMPOK JUIs
3amaxa... Ctpaxa yxe He Obuto. CTpax ocTajcs Tam, IJe JEXKHUT, TOTOBIACh K HEECTECTBEHHOMY
npoOyxjaeHuto, Tejao ['pymmu, rue nexana Paxuma. C keM OH BCTpeTUTCS ceiiyac? ITO HE TaK YK
BXHO: M€Y pa3pyOUT U )KMBOTO, 1 MEPTBOTO.

Boil Tenepp mOHOCHIICS, Ka3aloCh, CO BCEX CTOpOH. KOHaH He OCTaHABIMBAasACh, IIArajl Mo
TOHHeNt0. TeMHOTa, HamyraHHasi CBETOM (pakena, HEXOTs paccTymajach IMepel HUM, U TYT XKe
CTPEMUTENBHO CMBIKAIACh T03aau. KopHHM Temepp yKe SBCTBEHHO IIEBEIWINCh — OT HHX
MPUXOUIIOCh YBOPAYMBATHCS, KaK OT UENKUX, KOPSBBIX MaJbIIEB — KAJHBIX, HOPOBSIIMX
BLICITUTHCS B TOPJIO.

HepoBubie cTeHbl TOHHENS OYyrpUIUCh B3AYTHSIMHU, MOXOKUMHU Ha CO3PEBIIME HAPBIBBL... BOT-
BOT JIOTHYT, UCTOYAsi THOM, U BBIOPOCAT B MUP... uT0? OuepeaHoro MoHcTpa? QuepenHoe cocyiiee
KPOBb 4yJOBULIE?



C tpeBoron 3amernn KoHaH, 4TO TOHHENb CykaeTcs. Temepp yKe HE TOJBKO C IOTOJIKA
CBEIIMBAJIUCH KUBBbIE KOPHH — M C OOKOB TSHYIUCHh WX MEP3KHE JIalbl-IIynaiblia, TOTOBBIC B
JT100yI0 MUHYTY BIEIHUTHCS B PYKY, B 00K — pa3opBarh, yIIIyOUTHCA B MATKYIO, COUAIIYIOCSI KPOBBIO
TJIOTb.

Ecnu ToHHenb ciuimkoM cy3utcs... KoHaH Heckolbko pa3 B3MaxHyn MedoMm. [loka eme mecTa
nocrarouHo. Ho BOT gasbine. .. MHOTOTOI0ChIM BOW KaTHJICS JIABUHOM.

BueszanHo cOOKy OTKphUIach TeMHas Jblpa. He TOHHEn» — mpocTo Ja3, He OoJiee Mmoayropa
METPOB BbICOTOU. [TocMoTpeTs, uTo TaMm... Mnu kto Tam...

CornyBumich, KoHaH ocBeTHJI BHYTPEHHIOIO MOJOCTh — HeOOodblIyI0 nemepy. Jloctarouno
00beMHYIO, YTOOBI pa3MaxHyThcsA. Eciu BcTarh HEMHOTO COOKY OT BXOJa — MOXKHO CITOKOMHO
nepepyoarb HaJIBO€ KaXK10ro, KTO cyHeTcs!

Ckonb3HyB B nemepy, Konan BOoTKHY1 B creHy (aken. BeiOpan nosurmuto. Tenepp oH Obul
roToB. Boii mpuonmxkaics. Beicokue, Bubpupyronme rojioca. C spocTHbIM XpuiioM. C MpUCBUCTOM,
C IIMIICHUEM.

Konan 3actein B okumanuu. I[IpubnuxeHue HEBEJOMON OMACHOCTH U  BBIHYXKJICHHOE
OXKHUJIaHUE, KOTJIa CEKYH/IbI TPEBPAIAIOTCS] B MUHYThI, MUHYTHI — B 4achl, @ 4aChl — B BEYHOCTb...
Bnpouewm, Bpsia i eMy OPUAETCS CTOJIBKO K/1aTh.

Terepp MOXXHO OBUIO pacClbIIaTh, YTO K BOK MPUMEIIMBAIOTCS IPYTH€ 3BYyKH — CTOHBI,
BBIKpUKH. UenoBeueckas pedb U3 MacTy 4yA0BHIIA?

Kazanock, Oynro crtasi BOJIKOB, Iapamnas KOTTSAMH 3€MJISTHOM IOJI, MpoMuaiach MUMO. 3BYKHU
ynasuiick. Konan mo3Bosini cebe HeMHoro pacciaaduthbes. He nmouysnu? [pockouniu mumo? Bpsin
a1 3710 Hajoyiro. CKopo OHM MONMYT, 4To coOmnchk co ciuena. M Bepuyrcs. MaTepecHo, kKak OHU
BoIISAAAT? Kak Bonku? Ckopee, TOMOT 3TOM BOIOIIEH M BH3KAIICW CTal HAallOMHUHAJ TOMOT CBOPBI
cobak. Bojgku Tak He IIyMST. ..

B oTBepcTHEe OJHUM ABUKEHHEM IMPOCKOIB3HYIO CYHIECTBO U OCTAHOBUIIOCH, OCJIEILICHHOE
cBeToM (pakena.

— O 6oru! Paxuma! — Bockiukuyn Konan. — Yto ¢ T060ii cTano?!

CymectBo He npimano. OOHa)XKEeHHOE, MOCHHEBIIEE TeJOo, MpUHAJIeKAaIlee KOTAAa-TO €ro
BO3JIFOOJIEHHOM, 3acCThUIO0 B a0OCOITIOTHOM HEMOJABMIKHOCTH. TeMHBbIE NATHA TICHUS Ha TPYIH,
KUBOTE M, UTO CAMOE€ HENPHUITHOE, Ha JuIile. Brpodyem, JTUIIOM 3TO Ha3BaTh yke Helb3s. [J1aza —
MpeKpacHbie Iaza PaxuMbl — HaJIUIUCh KPOBBIO U 3JI000M, HM)KHUE BEKU OOBHUCIIH, OTKPHIBAs
MOJIOCTH, TIOJIHBIE THOSA, POT B )KYTKOM OCKaJjie 00HAXMJI HEUMOBEPHO Y/UIMHUBIIMECS 3yOBl.

Cy1iecTBO 3alMIIeNIO U MPUTOTOBUIOCH K MPBDKKY.

— Paxuma! Thl MeHs y3HaeNb? — JIACKOBO TOBOPHUJI BOMH. — IJT0 ke 5, KoHaH, TOT, KOTOpOro
ThI ItoOuI1a! Pa3Be Thl MEHSI HE TOMHMUIIIB?

Bapgap-kummMepuen, npeactaBisul co0oi uaeanbHy0 0oeByl0 ManmHy. ['yObl ero menrtanu
YCIIOKAWBAKIME CJIOBa, a TEJO, HE3aBUCHMMO OT 3TOro, roToBwioch K 0Ooro. Jlo mpenena
000CTpPUJIOCh BOCHPHUATHE, MBIIIIBI MPUTOTOBUIUCH K PE3KOM, B3PBIBHOW Harpyske, H
COCPEJIOTOUCHHOCTh Ha MPEJCTOosANIEeH cxBaTke ctajia abcomoTHoU. Celiuac KoHnaHn Obul HE MeHee
OBICTp U HE MEHEE OMAaCEH, YeM 3aCThIBIIEE MEPEe/l HUM CTPAIHOE CYHIECTBO, HE MPUHAJJIEHKAIIEE
0oJiee K ITOMY MUDY.

TBapb METHYIACh BIPABO-BJIEBO U MPBITHYIIA.

HegeposiTHO ObIcTphle, HEyTOBUMBIE Tia3zoM ABmkeHuUs! Konana cmaciu pedrekchl BOMHA U
NepBOOBITHOE UyThe BapBapa. Kazanock, camu Ooru HampaBuiiu yaap ero meda... Pazpyonennas 1o
mosica MepTBasl JKCHIMHA, C HEHABUCTBHIO MM B IVia3a OBIBIIETO BO3JIFOOJIEHHOTO, yMHUpasa



BTOPUYHO. ..

BuoBb paszpasics Boit crau. OHM Bo3Bpam@aiuch. KoHaH BcTaj, Kak M Hamedasal, HEMHOTO B
CTOPOHE OT Bxozma. TBapp — Ha ceu pa3, JCUCTBUTEIIBHO IOXOXas Ha XKMBOTHOE — C BOEM
CKOJIb3HYINIA B Temiepy. Eille oMH TOUHBIN yap — U pa3pyOlIeHHOE MOIMoJiaM YyIOBHUIIE U3/IbIXaET,
pa3OphI3rMBasi Y4ePHYIO KPOBb.

Bropas TBapp — eme ymap. TpeTws, yeTBepTas, ceapMmas, naecsrtad... llocaegnum Obul
I'pymmu. U3MeHUBIIMICS, HO TIOKA €ILE ITOXOKUM Ha YEJIOBEKaA. ..
TpuHaanares BOIKOOOpPA3HBIX TBapeW HacuuTan BoMH. UM eme nBa MoHcTpa — Paxuma u

I'pymmu... I'pyctHo crosin Konan Ham octankamu cBoei BozmroOnenHou. Ho Bce ke... Bce ke —
ATO JyYIllE, YEM MTPEBPATUTHCS B...

Tereps MOXXHO OBUIO PACCMOTPETHh ITUX MOXOKUX HA BOJKOB UyAOBHUII. [IOKpPBITHIE MIEPCTHIO
T€Jla, HO JIallbl MOIIHEE M CHUJIBHEE... a TOJIOBBL... HE YEJIOBEYECKHE, KOHEYHO, HO... Bce oHmM
paHbllle ObUTHM JIOABMH. Kakue-To cieipl 4YeJOBEUeCKHMX YepT Ha OCKaJeHHBIX MOpaax...
Bo3MoxxHO, IMEHHO Takou ctaia Obl ero Paxuma... Meu ocBoOOIUII €€ OT ATOM y4acTH.

VYOenuBumch, 4TO MOHCTPHI U3710XJ14, KoHaH mpoOpascs K BbIXOLTY.

TonHenb... OH AENUCTBUTENBHO CyXkajics... Ho, mMO4yBCTBOBAaB OJHAX/bl CBEXKEE JTYHOBEHUE,
BOWH MOJHSJI TOJIOBY U YBUJEN JIYHY U 3B€3/bl. KTO-TO CBEpXy MpOPbUT IJTMHHBIN, OJIOTUH J1a3. ..

K ynusnenuto Konana, nBepu Oammu Obutn pacmaxHyTbl. OOHaKUB Me4, OH OCTOPOKHO BOIIIEIT
BHYTpb. Ha cTenax ropenu dakesnbl. YepHBIH KOT JIACKOBO MOTEPCS O €0 HOTH. ..

BrnoxxuB Meu B HOXHBI, KOHaH JOJIT0 cMOTpen Ha clierKa pacKauMBarOIIETOCs Ha JITIMHHOMN
BEpEBKe 4esioBeka. M XOTs U0 ero MOCUHENO U B3AYIOCh, a MOUYEPHEBIIMI S3bIK BBIBATUIICS H30
pTa, B HEM ellle MOKHO ObUIO y3HaTh KojayHa Bapuoca.

A mojg HUM, MOYIbCUPYd, KaK HACBIIAIOMASCA MUABKA, Topesia TrojyOOBaThiM CBETOM
JEMOHHMYECKAs IEHTarpaMMa ¢ 3aKE€HHBIMU 110 yIJlaM apOMAaTHbIMU CBEYaMH.




Hux Xappuc




[Hocaeqnuu u3 miaemMenu Bapmuna

OrpomHoOe 3axofsIlee COJHIIE TMEYAIbHO MPOINAIOCh C pacKaleHHOW 3emiei. OTOpachiBas
MPUYYAJINBBIE KOJJOBCKME TE€HH, MO MbUIBHOW JIOPOre€ HETOPOIUIMBO JBUTAJMCh JIBA BCAJHUKA.
OavH U3 HUX, BBICOKMM IIMPOKOIUIEYUH BOMH — BJAJEJel] MOPOJUCTOI0 BOPOHOTO Xepedlia —
MIPUBCTAJ HA CTPEMEHAX U OTTISIEIICS.

— Teneps yxxe HEaMeKo, — HETPOMKO CKa3aJl OH CIYTHUKY — YEJIOBEKY MAaJIEHBbKOIO POCTa,
CKOpee Jaxe KapJnKy, HEYKIII0XKE CUACBIIEMY B CeJJIe HEOOIbIION Meroil KOObUIHI.

Kapnuk BBITSAHY JJIMHHBIA KPIOYKOBATHIA HOC, YKPAIIEHHBINA JIByMs OOJIBIIMMU OOpOIaBKaMU.

— Ax, Konan, eciu ObI THI OCMOTpPEJ BEPXHHE SIPYCHI OallHU... A TENepb oHa, CKOpee BCEro,
vcyesna. ..

— Bpsin 1 kT0o-HUOYAL CTaHET KOMAaThCsl B JIOTOBE MOBECHUBILIETOCS KOJAyHA, — MPOBOpYAT
BoMH. — Eciu oHa y Hero ObUIia, 3HAYUT, TaM U JICKUT.

— Xopomio Obl... — Kapiauk B3I0XHY/, Modyecan aKKyparHyro, JI0OOBHO TOICTPUKEHHYIO
OOpOIKYy W TpPOHYI MsATKaMH KoObUTy. — [locmenmm: CKOpo CTEMHEET, a mpuexarb B T€ Kpas
HOYBIO. ..

— Tam nukoro Het! — nepebun Konan. — CrapyXy yHHUTOXKHUII caM KOJIJIyH, a sl iepeOu
TeX, 4YTO CUJIeNIN B moa3emerbe! S ke Tedbe paccka3biBalt!

— A TBI yBEpEeH, 4TO TiepeOun BceX? — HACTOPOXKEHHO CIPOCHIT KapJIHK.

— Moxellb CIyCTUTBCSI U TPOBEPUTH CaM.

— Jla yx, HaBepHOE, IPUIETCS COYCTUThCA. S TymMaro, 4TO MOA3EMENbE, Hall KOTOPBIM CTOSLT
XpaM, MOCTPOEHHBIM caMuM BapmMuHOM, TJe-TO 00s3aTE€IbHO COCAMHSAETCS C €ro IapCTBOM. AX,
Kakol 7To ObUT XpaM, — MPOIOJDKAT KApJIUK MEUTaTeNIbHO, — Kakue (PpecKu, KaKhue CaMoOIBEThI
ykpamanu anraps! Bee pasrpabneno, paspyieHo... M B joBepiieHUM BCero, Ha pa3BajInHaX KOJIAYH
BO3JIBUT CBOIO MEP3KYIO OaIHio!

— Tlogoxxau, Xemnar, ThI )K€ TOBOPHII, UYTO TeOe HYyXKHA TOJIbKO KHUTA? — KoHaH HEIOBOJIBHO
DJISTHYIT Ha CITyTHUKA. — Tenepb Thl COOMpaebes CIMYCKaThCs B MoA3EeMebe !

— Kuura B niepByto ouepeib, — KUBHYI KapJiuK, — HO pa3Be TeOe HE XOUETCsl OTHICKATh BXOJ
B JpEBHEE LApCTBO THOMOB? B mapcTBo, e Jnexar W KAYyT HOBOIO XO35IMHA CYHIOYKH C
JparolieHHbIMU KaMeHbsAMU? [1e U3 30710Ta JIUIN KPY>KKH JIJIS BOJBI U BUHA?

Konan xpsxnyn. Ilocmorpen Ha conHme. Ilodecanm 3a ymaMu KOHS, HETEPIEIUBO
MepeCTYNaBIIETO KOMBITAMH.

— KoHeuHo... cokpoBHuiiia, 3To Xopoio. Ho y MeHsi B OTHOM MeCTe TOXKE MPUIIPSITAH TOPIIOK €
anMa3aM¥i — MOXET, MHE JIy4Yllle OTKONaTh €r0, a HEe TOHITHCA 3a PU3PAYHBIMU CYHTyKaMu ?

— To1 He Bepumb? Thl HE BepHlllb MOCIEAHEMY THOMY M3 KJlaHa Belnukoro Bapmuna?! —
Xermnar ropAo BbIIPSMUICS U YyTh HE BbINAJT U3 CEJIA.

— XyKe J0Iau MOXKET OBITh TOJIBKO KOpadib, — MPOOOPMOTAl OH U IPOHOIIKKUIL:

— KoHnaH, s Busien 3Ti COKpoBUIla. MHe OHM He HY)KHbl. MHE HY)KHa KHUTA U €Ille OJTHA BEIb
— OHa JISKHUT B CAMOM Cep/Ille CTAPUHHOTO I[apCcTBa THOMOB... Eciu Thl Oyzienib MOUM CITYTHUKOM
Y 3allMTHUKOM. .. BCE COKPOBHIIIA. ..

— JlagHo, s ke noexan ¢ Toooi! O yeM TyT ele roBOpUuThH?!

— KoHeuHo, s ouensb pan... M ecau Mbl ciycTUMCS B MOA3EMENBE U OTHIIIEM BXOJ B APEBHEE
apCTBO. ..

Konan npomouirgain. Xenar HEyBEpEHHO ITPOIOIIKAIL:



— BHavasie MbI OThIIIEM KHUTY... OHA JaCT MHE CHITY...
— KonpoBsckyro cuity, — MpadyHo yrouHuia KoHaH.
— KomnyHsl ObIBatOT pa3Hble. .. S yBepeH, 4TO HUKOT/Ia HE CTaHy 3JIbIM. . .

Uepe3 nmapy KOJIOKOJIOB apa crajia, MOBEsIO MpoxiIanou. Jlomaau, 4yBCTBYSI CKOPbIA OT/IBIX,
Oexxanu pe3Bo. Tem He MeHee, K OalllHe MPUITENN MOAbEXalu yKe B cymepkax. CrnemmBIIMCh U
IMIOCMOTPEB, KaK Xemar ep3aeT B Celjie, IPUMEPUBASICh U B TO K€ BPEMS], ONMACASICh CHPBITHYTh,
KonaHn B3s111 €10 3a MIMBOPOT, CHSUI € JIOMIAJAN W TIOCTABIII HA 3eMJTI0. ' HOM BCTPSXHYIICS B KaK OyATO
XOTeJNl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, IISHYB HAa TEMHBIH CHJIYIT OalHu, nepeayman. TouHee, ckazal, HO
COBCEM HE TO, YTO XOTEI:

— Konan, HenpukastHHas TyIia KOJITyHa MOXKET BCE elie 00uTarh B OalHe. . .

[TocMoTpeB Ha peierole BOJIOCHl HA MaKyIIKe THOMa, BapBap mpooypyal:

— CrpammnoBaro? Ho Tkl ke xouenb ctarh KoaayHom?! [IpuBbikaii!

— 41 He coOuparoch UMETH JIENIO C JJIEMOHAMU U AyXaMH! — C HETOI0BaHUEM OTBETUJI THOM,
3aIPOKMHYB TOJIOBY U CUJISICh PA3IISIAETh B CYMEPKaX JUIO TOBAPUILA.

Jlanekuii, 3ayHBIBHBIN BOM JOHECCS CO CTOPOHBI OamHu. Yemroctn Xemnara rpoOMKO JISI3THYIH.

— Te, B mom3emenbe, TOKE BBUIK... HO BpoJie MO-ApyroMy... — KoHaH B pazmymbe mockped
I1aIKO BEIOPUTHIN ogoopoaok. — Ckopee BCero, 3To MPOCTO BOJIKHU.

OpnHako THOM 3aMETHJI, UTO PYKa €T0 TOBAPHUINA OMYCTUJIACH HA PYKOATH MeEya.

— S nymato, nomaeil Hy>)kHO 3aBECTH B OaIHIO.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — COITIaCUJICS THOM, — €CJIA TOJIBKO OHU MOMIYT. ..

— ToitayT, eciiv He XOTST, YTOOBI UX COXKPAJIA BOJIKHU.

— Ma, na... eciii 3TO BOJIKH. ..

Konan B3g0xHyn, Bpyuusa Xemary JBa MOBOAA, OOHAXHUJ OTPOMHBIN 000IOJOOCTPHIA Med U
PELLIMTENIBHO JBUHYICA K JBEpsIM. ['HOM TOpONMMICS CIeIOM, OTYassHHO JAepras y3aeuku. Bou
nosropuJiics. Ha ceil pa3, ropazno Ommke. Ileras koObuta ucnyranHo 3ap:kana. Xemar 3almien Ha
HEE, KaK pPa3bsSIpPEHHBIM KOT, U C YTPOCHHOW CHUJIOM MOTAIMI KOHEW K PaclaxHyThiM JIBEPSIM
MpauHoi Oanmu. [laxHyno ceipocThio. ['HOM, ynmupasich, 30 BceX CHII TAHYA Jiomaaei. KoObuia
OMSITh 3apkaja, u, OyATO B OTBET, MHOTOTOJIOCKIN BOM JJOHECCS M3-3a OallHuU.

Coscem psamom! I'me ke Konan? Ilouemy o He momoxer?! Xemar 4yTh HE IUIaKald OT
orvyasHus. Celyac BBHICKOYUT CTas U HAOPOCHUTCS CHadaja Ha KOHEH, MOTOM Ha HEro, Wid HET —
CHauajia Ha Hero, Xerara, a y» MoToM Ha KOHE!

CuiibHas pyKa BbIpBaJIa y HETO Y3JEUKHU, U YEpE3 MMapy MTHOBEHUW U KOHU, U THOM OYYTHIIUCh
BHYTpH OalHu. 3arxiiasi TEeMHOTa HakpbUia Xemnara OyJITo OesuIoM.

— He Mory Haiitu daken, — npodbopmoTtan KonaH, — J0JKHO OBITh, OH C IPYrOil CTOPOHBHI. ..

«Hy, TeMHOTOI1-TO THOMA HE UCHYraTh», — C O0JIeTYeHNEM ayman Xemnar.

OH cTOsI1 y caMbIX JIBEpEH, MOMIAKMBAasi MACCUBHBIM 3allOp M MPUCIIYIIMBASCh K ITAIECKOMY
Teneps Boto. O4eBUIHO, CTasl YCTPEMUIACh HA MOUCKU HOBOM A00bM. Xemnar coCpeIOTOYnICS U,
KaK YMEIOT JIeJIaThb BCE THOMBI, paclMpuil 3padyku. TemHoTa orcTynwia. B cepom cympake OH
YBUJIENT BCICHYKO MAPAIIETO MO cTreHe KoHaHa, HEPBHO MEPECTYNAKOUMX KONBITAMU KOHEW U
OO0JIBITION, KBAJPaTHBIN CTOJI B 0OpaMJICHHMU YEThIPEX MACCUBHBIX ckameek. U... minHHYyI0 Gurypy
noBepuBIIerocs kKoiayHa. B ctpaxe Xenar 3akMypuiicst M TYT K€ MPOKIISUT ceOs 3a 3TO MPOSIBICHUE



TPYCOCTH.

OH HHKOTZIa HE OTAMYAJICS XpaOpOCThIO, KakK ero crapime oparbsi. OH ObUT — Aa! — HEMHOTO
TPpYycOBar, HO, 3aTO, MTOKa €10 OpaThCi CTAHOBUJIUCH JI00JECTHBIMH BOMHAMU, OH MHOTOE M3YUWJ U
MHOTO€ y3Haj. bparbs, KOHEYHO, HaJl HUM CMESUIMCh — HO TAE OHM Tenepw? [e ero cmelnbie
oparbs? Crunymu. [loru6Gnu B HepaBHOM 0010, MOTOMY YTO B MX MOHATHUU OTCTYNHUTh — 3HAUYUT
cTpycuTb! A oH, Xemar, OTCTYNHJI U ocTayics KuB. XKanb, 4To Oparbs ero He nociymaiu. B Toii
OuTBE MOrKMOIK MOCeIHUE THOMBI U3 KJaHa BapMuHa.

Korma-to mapctBo Benukoro BapMuHa mponBeTano, XOTh HUKOIJA HE ObUIO OOJIBIIMM.
[IpaBuTens MNpenrnodynTan KUTh 000COONEHHO. MoxeT ObITb, MO3TOMY YHCIEHHOCTHh KJIaHa
MOCTENEHHO YMEHbINAACh, JCTH YacTO YMHUpAIM WU POXKIAIUCH YponaMmH; UX Opocaiud B
O€37IOHHYIO PACILCINHY, U3 KOTOPOU TAHY/IO Taphio U Cepoil. ITOT MPoBai B HEJlpa 3€MJIH B ILJIOXHE
rofibl, KOTJa CJIMIIKOM MHOTHE Taly HapylllauCh, CEPAMJICS W H3phIran Iuiams, B KOTOPOM
OHAX]IbI, HE YCIIEB yOeXarh, CrOpeiu JecCATh JOCTOWHBIX THOMOB. A B OWUTBE C JUKapsMH,
3a0paBIIMMUCS CITy4aifHO B OJHY M3 TEIep, MOTUOIN MOCIeIHUE OTIPHICKH KjlaHa BapmuHa.

XoTs1, HET — MOCJIEeIHUM, OH, XEeIaT, BCE €IlIe )KUB U COOUPAETCS BEPHYTHCS B CTApOE€ 1[apCTBO.
XOTh HEHAJIOIT0, HO BEPHYTHCA. A JJIS 3TOTO HAJ0 HAWTHU WUHOW MyTh, MOO TOT, KOTOPHIM OH
MOJIB30BAJICSL C OpaThsiAMH, Temeph HemocTyrneH. KpoBokaaHble IUKapu C JUIaMH Ha TPYyOUd U
HEBEPOSATHO JUIMHHBIMU PYKAMH, 3aXBaTUJIM HECKOJIBKO Memep. Xopouo, 4to Xenar yCIesl HaXarb
Ha MOTalHOW pbhlYalr M HABCETJa 3aBaJINTh IIPOXOJ, BEAYIIMH B OCHOBHBIC IIEHICPHI IapCTBA
Bapmuna. Torma TpycocTh moMoriia eMy CIacTH OT pa3rpaliieHus ApeBHee 11apcTBO. BOT Toibko,
HE paHo JIU HaXkaJl OH Ha pbryar? Moxet, Oparhsi ObLIN el KUBbI? MOXKET, OHM COTJIaCHUJIUCh OBl
orctynuth? Het, He comiacunuch Obl... A JUKapu MODIM BOpBarbCsi B Jt00OM MOMEHT... OH
MOCTYNWJI MpaBWIbHO. M, TeM HE MeHee, MOCTOSIHHOE€ YYBCTBO BHHBI MEIIAIO €My JKHTb,
MpeCcie0Bal0 MO0 HOYaM TITOCTHBIMU CHaMH, B KOTOPBIX OH, pa3 3a pa3oM, OCTaBJIsI OpaTheB Ha
pactep3anne aukapsMm. Ho Bce-Taku TOorma ero TpycoCcTh MOMOIIA MEPEKPBITh MPOXO B LAPCTBO
Bapmuna.

A BOT Temepb TPYCOCTh COCHYXKWJIa eMy IUIoXyro ciyxOy. HMcmyraBumch mepTBela, OH
3aKMYPUIICS, 1A TaK KPEIKO, 4TO Iepe] MIa3aMy MOIUIBUIM KpacHBIE U KeJuThle Kpyru. U 3pauku,
KOHEYHO, BEPHYJIMCh B IEPBOHAYAIBLHOE TOJI0KEHHUE. Tenepb ero BHOBb OKpYysKaja Bs3Kas TEMHOTA.
W BHOBb HaBaJIMJIMCh 3al1aXU — CBIPOCTH, TNIECEHU U TIEeHUS. M1 OH CTOSUI dKAIKUK U HECUYACTHBIN,
BCIIOMHHAS JKYTKUU PACKAYMBAIONMICA CWJIYDT Ha BEpPEBKE. A TMOYEMY OH pPacKauuBaJICs?
CkBo3HsiKa B OallHe BpoJie He ObUI0! A Tpyn KOJIIyHAa — 3TO OH BHUJIEJ SICHO — MEJIJIEHHO KaJaJcs,
oyaro... Oyaro...

Xerar BCIOMHMII, KaK OH, €Il COBCEM MAJIBIMIIKON Kadajcs ¢ OpaTbsIMU Ha Kadensx. bparbs
MoKa3alii, KaKk MOXHO pacKauyuBarbCsi 0€3 MOCTOPOHHEW IOMOIM — paHblIe €ro, Camoro
MAaJIEHBKOTO, BCErla IMOATAJKUBAI KTO-TO U3 cTapumX. PackaumBarbCs OKa3aJloCh OYEHB IMPOCTO.
Hamo 6110 pUTMHUYHO OTKHUIBIBATHCS HA3a/l, @ 3aT€M I10/1aBaThCs BIIEPE/I.

Bnepen-nazan. I Mo:xxHO pasBiekarbca camomy. Kak 3TOT cTpalmHbIA TPy KOJAyHa... Emy
CKY4YHO BHUCETh TYT OJHOMY... BOT OH, M pa3Biekaercd... CKydHO OJHOMY... A TEnepp OH U HE
OfMH... Xenar MpeJCTaBui, KaK PaCTSIHYTCS B YXMBUIKE 3aCTBIBIIME MEPTBbIC I'yObl KOJIIyHA, KaK
pagoCTHO BOPYr ONECHYT TYCKJbIE TIa3a, KaKk MCYE3HET B HUX CMEpPTHAs MeJieHa W IPOOyIuTCs
OTBpATUTENBHAS, IPOTUBOECTECTBEHHAS )KU3Hb. . .

Yro xe Konan Hukak He MoxeT HaiTH ¢aken? U nmouemy Tak Tuxo? Jlaxke jomaau nepecranu
OUTH KOMBITAMHU, U KAXKETCS, K YeMY-TO MPUCTYIIMBAIOTCA... MoxeT, Hao KpuKHYTh? CHpocHUTh
Konana, mouemy oH Tak joJiro uieT ¢gaken? Ho oH paccepauTtcs, 3TOT BCIBUIRIUBLIN BapBap. Yero



nobporo, eme ckaxeT — uau, unom cam. M gyro Torma? Mckare daken? Illapute B TeMHOTE,
onacasiCh HaTKHYThCSI Ha XOJIOJHOE TEJIO BUCENbHUKA? XOTs, HET... OH YK€ BUCHUT B IIEHTpeE... Ecin
He clie3... MOXeT, OH YK€ clie3 ¢ BEpEeBKH U TeIeph B TEMHOTE MPUONUKaeTCcs K HEMY, OeqHOMY
rHOMY... I KTO 3HA€T, KaKk CKOpO €ro MCCOXIINE, XOJOAHBIE PYKH CXBAaTAT, BOIBIOTCS, BOH3ST
OTPOCHIUE KOTTH. ..

Pa3zpaincs yacteiii 1poOHbIA cTyK. KTo 3T0 cTyunt?! BynTo KTO-TO 4yKOH — Yy»KIbIil 3TOMY
MUPY U 3TOM XKU3HU, HEHABUJISIIIIMN CaMy KHU3Hb, MBITAETCS BOUTU, IPOOPAThCSl BHYTPb... XOTH. ..
OH )X€ M TaK — BHYTPH... 3a4eM, 3a4€M OH CTY4UT?.. MOXKET ObITh... Ja, CTYK MOXOX... OyaTO
CTy4ar KOCTBIO O KOCTh...

Benbixayn ¢aken, u Xenar moHsUI, 4TO 3TO 3a APOOHBIN CTYK KOCTEN pa3iaBalicsi B TEMHOTE —
ATO CTy4aJid €ro coOcTBeHHBbIE 3yObl. CO CTBIIOM, OT KOTOPOTrO KPOBb OpOCHIIACh B JIMII0, THOM
MOHSJI, UTO OT MCITyra Hadajl BeIOMBaTh 3y0amu mxury. Chpiain au Konan? OH, OyieT cMesTheA. . .

Bnpodem, rHOM TyT k€ 3a0bul 000 BCEM, BNUBIIMCH B3DISAOM B MepTBena. Ilepen Huwm,
BBITSAHYBIIMCh, BUCEIA MyMHUS. Tpynm BBICOX, CHEXKHUJIICSI, U COBCEM HE pacKauyuMBaJICS. 3acThUl B
BBDKUJIAaHUU. BhIBaMMBIMNCS S3bIK €r0 MOXOMWJI HA MTUYBIO Jally, Ila3a 3amajld Tak, 4To ObUIO
HETIOHSTHO — TO JIM OHU MPOCTO BBICOXJIU, TO JIX UX BBICIM YEPBU WU BBIKJICBAIM NTULBL A
MOTYT JIU NITUIBI OCMEIUTHCS HA TAKOE — BBIKJIEBATh I1a3a KOJIAYHY?

Hasepxy rynko 3ayxaiia coBa, U Xemnar HOANPBITHYT OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU. HaBepHoe, MOTYT...
Ho »sta coBa... OHa oxpaHsuia Tpyn xo3siMHa... Het, miaza y Hero Ha mecrte... I[Ipoiiger HeMHOro
BpEMEHH, U OH, Xemar, B 3TOM YyOeauTcs... TspKeslo Jblilia, THOM BAPYT MOHSUI — BCKOpPE €My
MPEACTOUT BCTPETUTHCS B3IVIAIOM C KOJIAYHOM... C MEPTBBIM KOJITYHOM.

Konan 3axer enie onuH daxen.

— Iloxoxe, HaM TPUIETCA OCTAarbCs TYT HA HOWIET. [1e-TO B OKPECTHOCTAX PHILIET BOTYBS
cras!

— OcrTarbcs... 34€Ch?.. — MpoJeneTal THoM. — A Kak Ke... a s JiymMas, Mbl BO3bMEM KHUTY

— W nBunemcsa Houbto? UTOOBI MomacTs BoJKaM Ha yxuH?! — KoHaH ocmoTpen 3amop Ha
IIBEpU, YCMEXHYJICS, OUYEBUJHO, YTO-TO BCIOMHHUB, 3areéM IMOJONIET K Jpyrod JBEpU —
3aKpBIBAIOIIEH BXON B noazemenbe. Jlonro crosui, HaxMypuBImMch. [loTporan MacCUBHBIA 3aMOK.
Huuero He cka3zas, BepHyncs. Cen 3a CTOJL.

OpoOepumit Xemnar crtosi psgoMm. Jlomanu onsTe cranu OuTh KombiTamMu. KoObula TOHKO
3apikana, OyATO Ha 4TO-TO kanoBaiack. HoueBars ¢ mymuei? Jla eme B OaliHe, r1e Me4YeTCs, HE
3Has MOKOs, YepHas Ayl KouayHa?!

— He Ootics, crapuHa, — B cuHUX I1a3ax KoHaHa rHOM 3aMEeTHII COYYBCTBUE, — MBI 11O CITUM
HaBepXy, a MyMus OyneT BUCETh TyT, BHM3Y. Huduero crpammHoro!

— Jla, xoHeuHO, — B30ompuJics Xemnar, — HaBepXxy, TO Xopoiro. TaM ke u KHura rae-To...

OH cO CTHIIOM TOyMaJl, YTO U3-3a CBOMX CTPAXOB COBCEM 3a0bLI O IEJIM UX MYTEIIECTBUSI — O
KHUTE, B KOTOPOU J0JI’KHA OBITh 3aKJIFOU€HA MYJIPOCTh JIPEBHUX YapOJICEB.

Kunra nexxana Ha Buay. Ha rpybo CKOJOYEHHOM CTOJIE, CHPOTIMBO CTOSIBIIIEM y CTE€HBI Ha
Bropom sipyce Oammu. Kpome crona, Tyr ummenach HU3Kas >KECTKasl JieKaHKa U JiBa Tpyodo
cpaboTaHHBIX CTyla. B y3koe OKHO, WM Jlaxe, ckopee, OOMHUILY, 3amisablBaja yiepoHas JyHa.



[Ipusarenn moiya pa3misiABIBAIN 3araJIouHyI0 KHUTY. B TOJICTOM KOXXaHOM MOTEPTOM IEPEILIETE,
HEMHOTO OOTOpEBINasl C OJHOM CTOPOHBI, OHA JeXkana, Kak mpuMaHnka. Kak Kycok Msica B BOTYbEH
JIOBYILIIKE.

— OH 4TO0, NOCTOSIHHO €€ YUTAJI? — B HEJIOyMEHUU NpousHec KoHaH.

— Her, Takue KHUTHA MOCTOSIHHO HE YMTAIOT, — MpOIIeNTal Xemnar, — B HUX 3aIVIsIbIBAIOT
TOJBKO TOTJa, KOTJAa BO3HHUKAET HEOOXOMUMOCTh... [la M TO, mMpeaBapuTEIbHO MPOU3HOCST
OXpaHUTEIbHBIC 3aKJIMHAHUA. TYT YTO-TO HE TaK...

— A, MOXET, Yy HEro IpoCTo TallHuKa He ObU10? 3aueM eMy TalHUK? BOphI kK HEMY HE MOJIe3U
OBl 1ake 3a OOUKOM 30J10Ta!

— Her... 4T0-TO HE Tak, — menTanx rHoM, — IPEXKAEC YEM IMPUKOCHYTHCSA K KHHUIE, HY)KHO
IIOyMarhb. . .

— Sl nmogHUMYCBH Ha TpeTul spyc, — ckasainl KoHaH, — mOCMOTpIO, 4TO TaM... A ThI IIOKa
IOAyMai. ..

3axBaTuB (hakesd, CeBEpSIHUH IO IATKOW JIECEHKE MOMIHSUICS HaBepX. Xemar OMsATh OCTaJCs
OIIMH B TeMHOTE. V1 BHOBB OH OILLYTUJ €CIIA HE CTPaAX, TO, [0 KpauHEU MEPE, TPEBOTY.

Temuota... TemHoTa ero He nyraina. Eciu Obl He MepTBeI] Ha BepeBKe, TaMm, BHU3Y!.. Xenar
npuciaymaics. Bor Tsxenble marn kumMmepuiina HaBepxy. CKpUIST mojgoBulbl. BHN3Y THX0. Tuxo
mu? Ilepectynun konbitaMu KoHb. Eile kakoil-to 3ByK... Ckpun? Iloxoxe Ha ckpun. IMeHHO Tak
CKpHIIENIA Kayellk, KOIZa OH B JIETCTBE y4WJICcS packauuBarbes. KonayH omsTh cTan Urparb B CBOH
urpbl! MepTBbIil KOJAYH, €CIM OH HE MHorpedbeH ¢ cOONoIeHHEM HEOOXONUMBIX OOpSIOB, —
cTpaiHee XKuBoro... ['opazngo crpammee. C )KUBBIM €I1IE MOXKHO JOTOBOPUTHCS... C MEPTBBIM —
HUKOT/A. .. MepTBble CKOPOSAT O CBOEH KOHUMHE U HEHABUIST KUBBIX.

Xenar BCHOMHWJI, Kakh€ 3BYKH pPa3JdaBaINCh HWHOIJA B MeEIIEpax, IJ€ THOMBI XOPOHWJIN
ymepumx. CTOHBI, B3/I0XM, BpEeMEHaMM IUIay, CTE€HaHUs. HUKTO He oTBaxkuBajics 0Oe3 Jena
MOAXOAUTH K TeM TemepaM. ToIbKO ISl COBEPIIEHUsT 00psiia Morpe0eHus 1 BMecTe co xperom. U
TOJIBKO ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH IPOYUTAECT OXPAHUTEIIbHBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS, KPEIKO 3allMPAIOLIHE IBEPH B
LAPCTBO MEPTBBIX. ..

Cnyctuncsa Konan.

— TaMm Toxe nexanka u ckamenka. Eie aBa cyHayka ¢ OfexIou. S mMpoBEpUII — HHUYETO
LIEHHOTO.

['HOM, MOJaBIAS APOXKB, CUAET MOJT4Ya. 3€BHYB BO BECh POT, KOHaH mpomomKa:

— Thl MOXeElb cnarbk TYT, @ 1 — HaBEpPXy, — HO, MOMMAaB HCIIYTaHHBIA B3DIsAA Xemara,
100aBUJI: — I HA0OOPOT.
— Her... nyudme Tyr... TbI JIOKUCH Ha JICKAHKY, a 1 MOCHXKY €IlE, MOAYMAK)... — 3ajereTal

THOM.

KpsiknyB u mpobopmoran: «Kak xouemm», Konan 3aracun Qaken, pacTsSHYICS Ha Y3KOU
JIeKaHKE U Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI yKe TTOXpaIlbIBal.

[Tomumo Bosii, Xemar BHOBb CTaj MpUcaymBarbes. CHU3Y SIBCTBEHHO JOHOCHUJIUCH KaKHUE-TO
3ByKH... KpbicuHbli nuck... KoHckoe ¢wipkanbe... W uro-to eme. TpynHO ObUIO paccibllarhk.
Meman xpan Konana, Memano 3aBbIBaHME BETpa HaBepxy. ['HOM 3aiepikail JbIXaHHWE U BECh
npeBparwics BCayX. W ycnplman To, 4ero Tak Oosuics, — CKpum. Tak CKpPUIETh MOINIA TOJBKO
BEPEBKA, HA KOTOPOM BUCEJ BBICOXIIMK TPYI KOJAyHA. 3a4eM OH packaunBaetrcs? g yero? Xouet
copBarbcsi? OCBOOOIUTHCS OT TETIH?

Crapasch OplliaTh KaKk MOXHO THINE, XeMaT BCTal CO CTyla, Ha IBIIOYKaX MOAOILIEN K
CIALLIEMY JAPYTY U IPUCEN, CKOPUUJIICA Y €r0 HOT.



3apxkaii KOHH. BHU3Y TBOPUIIOCH YTO-TO HEXOpolee. Xenary Mo CIbIIAIOCh MPUITTYILIEHHOE
O6opMoTaHue, OyATO KTO-TO BIOJTOJIOCA YUTAJT 3aKIMHAHUS. 3aMsIyKasl KOT.

«CTpaHHO, — ycHesl MOAyMarb THOM, — HHUKAKOTO KOTa Mbl HE 3aMETHJIH, — TIE K€ OH
NpsTaICA?»

HepazbopunBoe BHavaje OOpMOTaHHE, TEIEpb CIBINAIOCH SICHO W oTueninBO. C ykacom
pa3zo0pasi Xenar HEKOTOpBIE CJIOBa JApeBHETo 3akiauHanusA. HykHo Oynuth kumMepuiina! HyxHo...
yTo? bexare? Ho kak? Benb BHU3Y OKUBIIMI MepTBell!..

OurytuB 4be-TO NMPUKOCHOBEHHWE, THOM B3APOTHYJ, €1Ba YACP>KABIIMCh OT KpHUKa. XBaJia
ooram! DOto KonaHn. KoHeuHo, OoH JaBHO He cCHHT... KOHEUHO, 3TOT IIyM, 3TH 3aKJIUHAHUS M
MEpPTBOTO MOAHUMYT!..

«lTomHUMYyT... MepTBOTO... [logHUMYT... MEPTBOIO», — 3aCTy4aJyIO B IOJIOBE Xerara.

Buusy paznancs nryxoit ynap. bynro 4To-To TsKenoe yrajio Ha MoJl.

KonaH coBepiieHHO OeciiyMHO MOAHSUICSA W 3ananui daken. Jlaxke B 9TH MTHOBEHHsT Xemnar
ycresa YAUBUTHCS, KaK CTPEMUTEIBHO, IJIABHO U OECIIIYMHO JABUTAJICS TUTAaHT-KUMMepuel. CToBHO
TE€Hb, CKOJIB3HYJI OH K JIFOKY U, CKJIOHUBIIIMCh, OCBETUJI EPBBINA ITaX OAIIHU.

Xerar noCMOTpEIl Ha KHUTY.

Omna ObUIa OTKpBITA. ..

— Ilpoknsarbe! — BockaukHYN BApyr KoHan u OBICTPO OTOIIEN OT JIFOKA.

@daxen OH Tenephb IEpPKA B JIEBOM PYKE, a B IPABOM HEOXKUJAHHO MOSBUIICS MEY.

— KoHaH, KHHUra... — npouenTai THOM, YKa3aB APOKAIIMM NajJblEeM Ha CTOJL

CrpaHulia MeJICHHO MepeBOpaYMBAIIach, OYATO KTO-TO HEBUIUMBINA CTOSJI, CKJIOHUBIIMCH HAJT
CTOJIOM, I YUTAJI KOJIJIOBCKOM TEKCT.

— KHwra... kHHra... — jeneran THOM.

— Buxy, — npoueaun KoHaH u OfHUM JBUXKEHUEM 3aJBUHYN Xemara ceOe 3a CIUHY,
MoAaibIIe OT CTOJA.

3arem, BCTaBUB (paken B JepKaresb, B3sI MeU JABYMS pyKaMH U 3aMmep, HE CIycKas Ija3 ¢
moka. BHusy kak Oyaro Bce ctuxio. TsHynmoch BpeMsa. KoHan ObUT HEMOABMKEH, Kak cTarys. M3-3a
CIIMHBI BBINISABIBAN Tpscyumiica Xemar. M korma eMy MOKas3ajaoch, YTO BCE 3aTUXIIO, 4YTO,
MTOMOJIMBIIIMCH 0OTaM, OHU CMOTYT MEPEKUTH ITY CTPAIIHYIO HOYb, — 3aCKpHIIeJIa JIECTHUIIA.

— IIpoknsaTee! — BHOBB BOCKIMKHYI KoHaH. — OH uer crona! 3a HaMH... WM 32 KHUTOM !

Paznmancs menect cTpaHuWl] — KHUra 3aKpbUlach. XEMary AaXe IMOAyMaJIOCh, YTO BCE
BUJICHHOE OBUIO MPOCTO MOPOKOM — U KHUTY HUKTO HE OTKpbIBad... Ho HeT — Temeph oHa
Je)Kana Ha caMOM Kparo ctoja. Ee nepenBunynu. ..

B THImMHE CKpUN CTyNEHEN KAa3aJICsl HEBBIHOCUMO IpOMKHAM. Kakplii 3ByK OTAAaBaJICsl BHYTPH
TYNOM, caaHse 601b10. KTo-TO MeasIeHHO MOIHUMAJCs K HUM Ha BTOPOH Apyc OalHu.

Ko 310? UT0? 3aueM? — MbICIIeHHO TBep A THOM. [loueMy oH He ocTasicst BHU3Y? Heyxenn
OH — MEPTBbIN U CTpalIHBIA B CBOEH cCMepPTU — uJeT K HUM? UTo xe teneps Oyner? CMOXET Jin
Meu Konana youts MepTBOro? MoxHo Ji BOOOI1le YOUTh MepTBera?!

Xemar CO CTOHOM YTKHYICS B CIIMHY TOBAapHIlia M 3aKpbUl Ia3a. MepHO M HEOTBPAaTUMO
ckpunena jectauna. Hactopoxxenno 3amep Konan. Bpemst ocranoBusiocbk. KpoBb mynbcrupoBaja B
Buckax. [lor 3anuBan masza. CeKyHABI... MUHYTHI... TOAbL... BEYHOCTh... HAUTO yxke HE MOXKET
M3MEHUTHCS B 3TOM MUDE. ..

Konan mogasn Med. 3HaUuT. .. 3HAYMUT... YKe CKOpo... HeoxunaanHo 11s ceOst, THOM BBITVISTHYII
M3-3a CIIUHBI IPYTa U TYT K€ MOoKayues 00 3TOM.

N3 xBapaTHOrO OTBEPCTHS B HACTUJIE BTOPOIO Apyca Ha HETO CMOTpeN KoiayH. HemoasuskHbie



MEPTBbIE ITa3a He Muraiu. CCOXIMMCS YEPHBIM A3bIK MO-MPEKHEMY BBICOBBIBAJICA M30 pra. Ha
BBITSIHYBIIICHCSI 1 HEECTECTBEHHO M30THYTOM Iriee OonTancs oOpbiBoK BepeBku. He cBoms ¢ Xemara
OCTAHOBUBIIIETOCS B3MIAMA, KOJIYH CTajl MEJUIEHHO MoaHuMarhca. Kazanoch, OH ¢ OOJbIIMM
TPYAOM 3aCTaBJISIET IBUTATHCSI OKOUEHEBILIEE TETIO.

Ho mouemy memnut Konan?! Yero xuer? 'HOM 3acTOHan U ONATH CHOPATAICS 3a TaKOU
OOJbIIION, HaJEeXXKHOW cnuHOM npyra. Ho gaxke B 3TOT CTpalllHbIi MUI, OH HE CMeEJ YKa3bIBaTh
Konany. OH TOJBKO MBICIIEHHO IPOCUI — yAapb ckopee! [lonpoOyit — MOxeT, Tede yracTcst yOouTh
meprtBena. [lonpoOyii!

Ho Konan mennuin. Kyna noitaet konayH? Ecnum 3a kKHUTol — mycTh 3a0upaet u yxoguT. OH,
Konan, He cobupaercsi BCTynarh B MOSAUHOK C KUBBIM MEPTBEIIOM H3-3a MPOKJIISATON KOJIIOBCKOM
KHUTH. ..

HeecrecTBeHHOMI JIepraHoi MOXOIKOW TPYI MEIJIEHHO MPOILIEN K CTONY. Bricoxime nmanbibl ¢
TpynioM oOxBatuiu KHUTY. [locnbnmanoch xpuriioe kiokotanue. Cmex? Ilpwxumas k rpyau
KOJIJIOBCKYIO KHUTY, MepTBel] nmoBepHyiacss kK Konany B 3amaBumx miazax MeiabKHYJIa HCKOpKa
TOpPKECTBA. 3areM OHEMEBIIME TyObl €ro C TPYIOM 3allleBEIUIIUCh, W MOCIBINAINCH CJI0Ba
3aKJIMHaHuA. BTops meprBely, 3akpuyall KOT, 3ayXajia COBa, 3aBbUIM 3a CTEHAMHU BOJKHU. Bmaneke
MPOrpoxoTai rpoM. Uepiak rylko B3JI0XHY/I ITIOPBIBOM BETPA.

SIpkuM TUIaMEeHEM BCHBIXHYI TPYH KOJIIYHA, W IMOYTH MTHOBEHHO pacnajcs, IPEBPATUBLIKCH
BMECTE C KOJIJIOBCKOM KHHUIOW B TOPCTh YepHOIO nervia. [Ipogoimkan kpuyars HEBUAMMBIN KOT, HO
BOJIYMI BOM 3aTuxal IJe-TO B JAJIM, a COBAa 3axjonaja KpPbUIbSIMH H C MPOLAIBHBIM YXaHbEM
ynerena B Houb. CTux BeTep. OTIaJIEHHBIM 3XOM MPOKATHUIICS MOCICIHUN, YXOASAIMN pacKkar rpoma.

KonaH mojxBaTun 00eCCHIIEBIIETO THOMA U, MOPIIACH, YIOKMWI Ha JiexkaHKy. OH He JIFOOuJI
SIBHBIX MPOSIBIICHUN ciiabocTu. Xenar Jiexkan, Kak TpsanudHas Kykia. CTpax OTHsUT Y HETO BCE CHUJIBL.

— Hcuesna TBost KHUTa, — OpocHi KuMMepuell. — XOTsl TBOEH OHA U He ObLi1a, a TEHeph YK
1 HE OyJIeT.

['HOM Oe3y4acTHO CMOTpEJ B MOTOJIOK.

— Jlanno, — nipoBopuan Konan, — cru TyT, a s MoIea HaBepX: TENEPh-TO OOSTHCSA HEYETO. ..

Hayrpo Xenar nmpocHysncst pa30MTHIM, ¢ TOJOBHOM OOJIbIO U IOMOTOM B KOCTSIX.

— S Tak xoTen 3aBiafeTh dTOM KHUTOWM, — >KAJIOBAJICS OH, — 51 MIOCTUT ObI MYJIPOCTh BCEX
TTOKOJIEHUH. . .
— Bpsin nmu xonjioBckasi KHUTra Hayuyuiia Obl TeOst MmyapocTu, — nepeoun Konan, — ckopee,

npeBparuiia Obl B UePHOTO KOJIyHA, KOTOPOMY HEHABUCTHO BCE JKUBOE.

['HOM 3amymarncs, 3aTeM KUBHYIL.

— Bo3MmoxHoO, ThI M nipaB, KoHaH...

JlHem, xorga B y3KHE OKHa JIMJICS BECEJIBIM COJHEUYHBIM CBET, OalllHsA HE Kas3ajach TaKou
MpauyHOM, KaK HOUBIO WM B cyMepkax. [IpocTo Henenoe, rpy0o MOCTPOEHHOE COOpYXKEHUE. Xemnar
MojlyMaJj, 4TO OH BIIOJIHE MOT OBl TYT XUTh — TeIepb, KOIJa JyIa KOJIAyHAa HABEKU MOKUHYJIA
3€MHYIO F0JI0JTb.

KoHaH BbIBEJ1 KOHEN M OTHYCTUJI MACTUCh. 3aT€EM MPUHEC CYMKY C HEXUTPOU CHEIBIO U CEII 3a
CTOIL

— ITomHHTCA, y KOJAYHA OBUIO HEMJIOX0€ BUHO, HHTEPECHO, IJI€ OH €r0 MPATAJl. ..

Xemar IOBEJ HOCOM W NOpuHIOXalcs. HaxmypuBumch, OH BTArMBad BO31yX, Kak IIAKal,
NPUOTU3UBIIMICS K YEJIOBEYECKOMY >KWIJIBIO, HO oOlacaroumiics moaxoauTh Onuxke. Konan c
MHTEPECOM CMOTPEI HA MAJIEHBKOTO CIYTHUKA. | HOM MEJIEHHO IBUHYIICS K CTEHE.

— Tak um ectb! — TOPXKECTBYIOIE KPUKHYI OH, OTKHJbIBas KPBIIKY HEOOJIBIIOTO



norpedbka. — TyT Bce mponuTaHo BUHHBIM 3amaxoMm! HaBepHoe, HE oiMH pa3 KOJIAYH IPOJIMBAJ
BUHO, HAI[C)KUBAs U3 ITUX COCYOB. ..

BcniomHuB nipo kosayHa, Xemar CHUK, BHOBb IIEpeKUBas HOUHOM yxkac. KoHan monomen u
VAUBICHHO TMPUCBUCTHY/I: Ha JHE MOrpedKa JeKald MIbIObI CaMOro HACTOSIIETO Jibjaa. Mexmay
HUMU CTOSUIM TJIMHSHBIE COCYAbl C JUIMHHBIMU TOPJIBIIIKAMH. A B IUJIOTHO 3aKPHITOM OOYOHKE,
YTOHYBLIEM BO JIbJIy HAIIIOCh MMPEKPACHOE KOMTYEHOE MSICO.

— Kunsnyce Kpomom, MHe Tyr HpaButTcs! — BoCkJIMKHYIT Konan. — Ho kak OH coxpaHwmi
nen? JlHeM Takas xapa...
— TeI 3a0BUT O KHUTE, — IEYAILHO CKa3al THOM. — 3aKJMHAHMA... TaM MOKHO OBUIO HaWTH

J00BIe 3aKJIMHAHUS, B TOM YUCJIE U 3aMOPaKUBAIOIIIHE. . .

3a 06enoM py3bsi 00CYKAANU TIJIaH JaibHenmx neictBuid. [locie Bropoil KpyXKu pa3roBop
OKUBUJICA, a TMOCJIE YETBEPTOMl — HAOOOPOT, CTall OYEHBb cepbe3HbIM. KOHAH CKIIOHSIICA K TOMY,
4TOOBI HEME/IEHHO OTIPABUTCS 3a TOPIIKOM C aiMaszamMu. [[HoMa OH pemmi B3STh B A0JIO.

— Ecnu He monaznem B janbl K pa300HHUKaM, MOTYIIIEM Ha CJaBy, — OH PaJ0CTHO XJIOIMHYI
TOBAapUIIA MO IIJIEYY U MOTSAHYJICS K KYBIIMHY.

[TonHSABIIMCH C TIOJIa U BHOBB YCEBIIMCH 3@ CTOJI — HA cer pa3 nomaiblne oT Konana, — Xenar
3aIUICTAIONMMCS SI3BIKOM CTajl JIOKa3bIBaTh HEOOXOAMMOCTHh OTBHICKATh BXOH B JIpEBHEE I1apCTBO
Bapmuna. Yk tam cokposunyl.. Uto TaM TBO# ropiiok?!.

3areM, 3a0bIB 000 BCeM, OH Hauaj COCpPEIOTOYEHHO Hapesarh Msco. KoHaH monro cmotped,
KaK JUIMHHBIA HOX THOMAa MEIJIEHHO OTPE3AE€T POBHBIE, KPACHBBIE JOMTHKH, 3aT€M, IOTEPSB
TEPIIEHbE, CXBATWJ OCTABIIMKCS KYCOK W, OTKYCHUB IIOJOBHHY, 3alUj HU3PSIHBIM IIIOTKOM BHHA.
Xenar ¢ YKOPU3HOM ITOCMOTpPEN Ha JKYIOLIETO Jpyra M BCIOMHHIJ O COKPOBHUIIAX MOA3EMHOTO
1[apCTBa.

— Tam... TaM... TaM... — TIBITAICI OH HA4arb pacckKas, 3aT€EM I'POMKO HKHYI U IPOHOJIKAI
y)Ke 0e3 3aluHKH.

OH Kpaco4HO OMHKCHIBAJ OT/AEIAHHBIE CAMOI[BETAMH MELIEPHI, TOJ3EMHbBIE 03€pPa C KPUCTAIBHO
YUCTOM BOJOM, MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE TailHbIe XOIbl W, KOHEYHO, OTPOMHBIE CYHAYKHU, HAOUTHIE
30JI0TOM, ajIMa3aMu, U3yMPyJaMH, aMETUCTAMHU, TOMIa3aMHU. ..

— Bce, Bce cOKpoBHIla, KOTOPbIE BEKaMU COOUpaIu THOMBI, — CTaHYT TBOMMHU... HAILIMMH. ..
Ms1 Bo3ponuMm JipeBHee 1apcTBO... Mbl craneM TaM xuTh! [To3oBeM k cebe Bcex... [l Hac OyayT
TAaHLEBATh JIy4IIHE KPACABHUIIBL. . .

TyT rHOM OJO3PUTENBHO OCMOTPEN HA OTPOMHOTO APYTa.

— Tw1 He cmoTpu, uTO s ManeHbkuit!.. Kennmusl or MeHsa 6e3 ymal.. S... s moMmHIO, Kak
OTKPBUI OIHAX/bl CYHAYK, 3allyCTHUJI PYKA B HU3YMPYAbl, U BCS IMEHIEpa O3apUIIACh 3EICHBIM
cBeTOM!..

Ot »TuUx paccka3zoB y Konana 3akpyxwiack rosnoBa. Bo3Hukina octpas HeoOXOIMMOCTH
OCBEXKUThCS BUHOM. C yIMBIEHHUEM OH OOHApYXWJ, YTO TpU OOJBIIMX KYBIIMHA, KOTOPHIE OHHU
JA0CTajdu, — MYCThL. XeMar, MPoI0JKasi TOBOPUTH MPO M3YMPYIbl, MOIIEN K MOTPeOKy, 3amHycs,
yIaJl ¥ MTHOBEHHO 3acHyl. [JoOponymHo nocMmenBasich, KoHan nepeHec pyra Ha JekKaHKY, 3aTeM
JOCTaJ U3 3a1acoB KOJIJIyHa €Ile /IBa KyBIIMHA — CaMbIX OOJIbIIUX. . .

Ha cnenyromee yrpo apy3bs NONUIM HCKarh Jomaae. Konan wpadyHo ocmarpuBal



OKPECTHOCTH OalHU. Xemar ¢ TSHKEJIOW TOJIOBOM Taumuics cienoM. K momyaHio cTano sicHO, 4To
KOHHU Iporntanu. K Beuepy Apy3bsi HAlUIU UX KOCTH.

— Kak >xe mMbI 3a0buTH 11pO BOJIKOB?.. — GopMoTai KonaH.

['HOM TOXe BBINNIANIEN YIPYYEHHBIM, HO BTallHe ObUI pajii Temepb HUYTO HE MOMEIIAET UM
CITYCTUTBCS TIOJT 3EMJIIO.

Beuepom npy3bs joenu 3amackl Msica, M JOMWIM BUHO. [lorpebok omycrten, W JeJ B HEM
pacrtasul. MoXeT, J1ej10 ObLIO U HE B 3aKJIMHAHUSIX — MPOCTO PaHbIIE NOrPeO0K OTKPHIBAIA HE TaK
4acrTo. ..

— Ilopa nBurarscsa. — KoHan npuTopoun 3a mijae4aMu CyMKY € 3aIlacOM ITPOAYKTOB: TENEPh
MUATATHCS MPEJICTOSIIO BSUIEHBIM MSICOM M CyXapsiIMU — TE€M, YTO OHU MPUBE3THU C COOOM.

['HOM Hec MeX ¢ BOIOM M HECKOJIBKO XOpOIlo MPOCMOJIEHHBIX ¢akenoB. B mociaeanuit pas,
OKMHYB XMYpPbIM B30pOM HX BpPEMEHHOE€ TNpucTaHulle, KoHaH, K CBOEMY YIHMBIECHUIO, YBUIEI
OOJIBIIIOTO YEPHOTO KOTA, HACTOPOXKEHHO CHUJAIIETO Ha cTosie. JKenThie m1a3za KoTa Topesii MpauHbIM
orHem, Tem He MeHEee, OH C TOTOBHOCTBIO MOAOEKAN K JIFOJSIM U CTaJl TEPEThCS O CaIlord.

— I'ne e oH npsranca? — ynusuicsa Konas.

['HOM [1OTO MOYas, 3aT€M HEYBEPEHHO CKa3all:

— Kora g cnan, MHEe moKa3anock... 4YTO KAaKOM-TO KOT MOAOIIEN, TOTEPCS, ITOTOM ITOBEPHYIICS
3a7I0M U 3a4EM-TO MTOTPSAC XBOCTOM.

— Taxk BoT mouemy ot TeOs uAeT Kolaunii 3amax! — 3axoxotan Konas.

['HOM OOMKEHHO MOTSAHYI HOCOM.

— VY Hac B neniepax KoKW HE XKUBYT. .. s 3THU 3allaXy HE 3HAIO.

— 3aro 3amax BUHA 3Haelb! A BeJb €clii Obl Thl HE Halllel BAHO — Mbl HE TOTEPSIIA OBl
KOHEH !

— Ho torna, — napupoBan Xemnar, — Mbl HE HOILIA Obl B TOI3EMEJIHE U HE HAIIUTH OBl. . .

— ME&I enie HMYETO He Hanwm, — o6opBaj ero KonaHn, — v HeM3BeCTHO, Hal1eM Jin!

[TogxBaTuB TSHKEIYIO CKaMblO, OH C JIETKOCTHIO COMJI 3aMOK C JIBEPH, BEAYILCH B MOA3EMEIbA.
3arem 3axker (aken, B3JOXHYI U IIATHYII Ha 3HAKOMBIE CTyIEeHH. 'HOM ¢ BaKHBIM BHJOM OTOOpai
daken, TpoTUCHYICA BIiepeq W OOApo 3aliaraj BHU3, BCEM CBOMM BHJOM IOKa3bIBas, YTO TYT
IJIaBHBIN OH, XenaTr — MOCJEAHUN THOM U3 CJIaBHOTO KJlaHa BeJIMKoro Bapmuna!

Konan noxan niedamu ¥ ABUHYICS ciaeqoM. KOT ¢ HEJOBOJBHBIM BUJOM PAaCHyIIMI XBOCT,
YTPOOHO MSIYKHYJI, HO PEIIJI HE OTCTaBaTh.

N BHOBp KOHaH CTOsUT Tam, IJie HAUMHAIKChH JBA TOPU3OHTAJIBHBIX KOPUIAOPA, BBUIOKEHHBIX
KaMHEM U OJIMH — C 3€MJISSHBIMM CBOJAMH, KOTOPBIA B MPOIUIbIA pa3 BBIBEJI €10 HA MOBEPXHOCTD.
Kpome Toro, Obia ere ofHa JieCTHUIA, BeAyIas BHU3. [ HOM O0CTOPOXKHO TPUHIOXAJICS.

— Tam, — OH yKa3aJl Ha 3eMJIIHOM TOHHEJIb, — KXOHO, KUBbIE KOPHU, TyJa HEJb3S.

— VIMEeHHO TaM s U Hallel BbIXOHA, — YCMeXxHylIcs KoHaH, — a TBOM KXOHO HE€ CIIMIIKOM-TO
MIPOBOPHBI.

— A HaM, — TIPOJOJDKAJI THOM, HE CIyllasl CIIyTHHUKA, — TYJIa, BHU3, — OH HaIPaBUICA K
TEMHOMY IIPOBAY.

Konan 0ecuiepeMOHHO NpHAepKajl €ro 3a BOPOT.

— A Kyna BeZlyT 3TU? — OH MOKa3aJl Ha TOPU30HTAJIbHbIE TOHHEH.

['HOM ¢ Omacko¥ MOKPYTHII KPYIIIOW TOJIOBOM.

— Ckopee Bcero, 3TO BXoJ B 1a0UpUHT. JIOByIIIKa 1J11 HOBUYKOB.

— HHTepecHo, a KTo MpoKonai 3Ty HOpY, IO KOTOpoit s BeiOpasics? U 3auem?
['nom momomyan, u KoHaH ¢ yauBI€HHEM YBUJIEN, YTO OH JIPOKHUT BCEM TEJIIOM



— KX0HO, — THXHM roJiOCOM MOBTOPUJI, HAKOHEI, Xenar, — KXOHO...

— Kopuu? Ho kak oHM MOIIIM TPOKONaTh TOHHEb? !

— Ilpoxkorman MOUHT... OHM THaJIU €ro, KyCaju... OH KOMaJ... [IOTOM €0 CheJ. Thl MPOCTO HE
fomen A0 KoHma... Ecim Obl momen — yBujaen Obl ckenmer MOuHra. Ho m cam He cMmor Obl
BEPHYTHCA. .. ITOT TOHHEb — JIOBYIIKA!

— YTO-TO CIUILIKOM MHOTO TYT JIOBYLIEK, — IpoBopyai KonaH. — A 4To Tam, BHU3Y?

— Bo3moxkHo, Toxke 1abupuHT. Ho Tam joikeH ObITh BBIXOJ B MENIEphI llapcTBa BapmuHa. ..
JlomxeH...

— Y0 X, NOLLIH.

ITon Horamu xmronana Boja. Cepble CTEHBI TPO3WIIUCH HABCETAA MONIOTUTHh HEOCTOPOKHBIX
IIYTHUKOB, J€P3HYBIIMX HAPYIIMTh UX BEKOBOU IOKOM.

— Ocrancs nocneauuit haken, — npopsiyan KonaH, — a Thl Bce €11ie BOJUIIb HAC M0 Kpyry!

['HOM: 0beccuiieHo npuces, IPUCTOHUBIIMCH K BIAXXHOU CTEHE.

— S1... 9TO KaKOK-TO APYroi JTaOUPHUHT... THOMBI TaKUX HEe cTpousii. Ho MbI HalijieM BBIXOI. . .
HEMHOIO OTJOXHEM U HAWJEM...

— Hexorna otapixars! — KoHaH peIBKOM NOCTaBuiI Xenara Ha HOr. — CKOpPO MbI OKaKeMCs
B ITIOJIHOM TEMHOTE, a 3T0 cMepTh! Briepen!

['HOM TOOpeIT BAOJb CTEHBI, 1IATasICh OT YCTAJIOCTH.

«Bce mpomamo, — payman oOH, — KoHeln. Kak OH, THOM, MOI3EMHBIA KUTEIb, MOT
3a0mynuThesa?! Kak MOr oH He pacmo3Harh 4yxoil jJabupuHT?! 9T0 padbora HEe THOMOB. KTO Xe
TOTZIa CTPOUJI ATY UYJOBUIIHYIO JIOBYIIKY?)

Crpammnas gorajka CBEpKHYJIa B ycTaloM Mo3ry Xemara. Uto ecim oH ommOcs ¢ caMoro
Havana?! Yto ecnu OammHs MOCTpOeHAa Ha Jpyrux pas3BajguHax? MoxeT ObITh, HA TOM MeECTe
HUKOTAa M HE cTosl XxpaM Bapmmua? M Tyr HET HHMKAakoro BXola B JpPEBHEE LAPCTBO €r0
MCUYE3HYBIIETO KJIaHa?

Ot oT4asHUS THOM 3aCTOHAJI, U TYT K€ MUTHYJI U TIOTac MOCHeAHUN (aKkel.

— bynb npokisTo 310 nomzemMenbe! — BOCKIMKHYT KoHaH. — Bynb MpOKIIATBEI TBOM CYyHITyKH
C JparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMH, THOM !

— IIpoctu mens, Konan, — Bexiunnayn Xenar. — [IpocTu... Mbl Teneps TyT MOTUOHEM. .. —
OH Mo4YyBCTBOBAJI, KAK YTO-TO MATKOE TKHYJIOCh B PYKY.

Kot! On He Opocuin Hac. Xopommid, 1oOpseiii KoTuK. OH mpuIles Hac Moa0oApHUTh. .. Ho rue ke
oH Ob11? OH Beb HE ITIeJI C HaMu... XOTs, Kakas pazHuna?.. [llen mozamu...

— W, KOTUK, — TpollenTail THOM, — HE CTOUT TeOe Morudarb ¢ HamH. ..

— UYto TBI 60pMOUEIL?! — TpsiHYT U3 TeMHOTHI Tojioc KonaHna.

— KoT... k HaM BepHYJICS YEPHBIN KOT. ..

— Jlepxu ero! He ormyckaii! — KoHaH cTaim TOPOIIIMBO UCKATh B CYMKE BEPEBKY.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUM MPUBS3aHHBIA KOT, OOMKEHHO MSyKasl, IOBEJ JIPY3€H K BBIXOTY
n3 nabupunta. Ilocnemuss Haaexaa! Bo3MOXHO, KOT, CBOUM 3BEPHUHBIM UYThE€M HAMJET BBIXO/I.
[Tocnennss, cnabast Ha/lekK/1a B KPOMEIIIHOW ThME. ..

Kot narsruBan BepeBKy, Kak xopoimasi cobaka. Konan enBa mocmeBaj, BBICTaBUB BIIEPE]
CBOOONIHYIO PYKY, a Xerar, BIEMUBIIKCH B TIOSIC Apyra, MepeaBUTaics Oerom.



Onnako ckopo BepeBka ocnadna. Kot octanoBusics. [Ipy3bs TepnenarBo xIaalu.

— Ts1 He Goutibest cmeptu, Konan? — mporentan Xemnar

— Kak tebe ckazarb... CMepTh Bceraa psaoM. Sl mpocTo MpUBBIK.

BHe3anmHo KOT 0BOJIBHO 3aypyall.

— Tloxoxe, moiiMal MblIb, — IPOOOPMOTAN THOM.

B TemHOTE pazgaBaiicst XpyCcT KOCTENW U TPOMKOE YaBKaHbE.

— He penmt mu oH TyT nmocenutbes? Boma ecth, Mpmmm TOXE... UTO eme Hago KOTy? —
Konan ycmexHyicst. — A MBI TyT JOJITO HE IPOTSHEM. MBI MBIIIIEH JIOBUTh HE YMEEM. ..

[TooGenaB, KOoT penmu nepefoXHyTh M, 3anpbirHyB KoHaHy Ha 1iedo, pacruiactaics, Kak
BOPOTHUK. KnMMepuen ycnsimai JOBOJBHOE, ChITOE MYPJIBIKAHbE.

— Ilpunercs xnarp.

— A OH MOCHHUT, TPOTOJOJAETCSA U ONATh MOWAET JIOBUTh MBIIIEH... — € JOCAJ0W MMPOU3HEC
THOM.

— S nmonoxwuics Ha TeOs1, — xKecTko cka3an Konan, — u Tbl 3aBen MeHs ctona! Teneps s Oymy
IOJIararbCsl Ha KOTa.

Bckope oH ycpliman BCXJIUNbIBAHUSA — XeIar MIaKall.

— IIpocTu mens, Konas... 1...

— Jlagno, crapuna! Kot He octanercs ®uTh B tabupunte. TyT naxke eMy OydeT HEyIOTHO. S
YBEPEH, OH HAC BBIBEJIET.

— 5] oTmam emy CBOIO JTONIO Msica, — Xemnar MIaIuil, PACTSAHYBLIETOCS Ha CTOJIE JOBOJIBHOTO
KOTa, — S, THOM, 3a0IyquiIcs, a OH HAaC BbIBE!

Konan ycmexnyncs.

— Teneps camoe pazymHoe OyneT HECTH €T0 B CyMKe Ha CIydJail...

— Ha kakoii... ciydait?.. — yAMBHIICS THOM

— Ha cnyuaii, ecnu Mbl BHOBB 3a0mynumcs. I He TpUBBIK oTcTymnark. Ha ceit pas, moitgem
TOPU30HTATBHBIM TOHHEJIEM.

Xemar cMOTpeJl Ha CIyTHUKA, packpbiB poT. [lociie Bcero... mocie CTOJbKUX OMyKIaHUH,
OTYassHUS B MOJHOW TeMHOTE... OH roToB omsAiTh PUCKHYTH?! TOMBKO TYT THOM B MOJIHOM MeEpe
0CO3HaJI TyXOBHYIO MOIIb CBOEIO cmyTHUKA. M He COKpoBHIIA €10 BIEKYT... Bo BCskom ciydae, He
TOBKO cokpoBuina. CyHIyKH, HAOUTHIE 30JI0TOM — 3TO MPOCTO MPHU3, KOHEYHAS TOYKA... Y HETro
BE/lb 3aKOIaH IJIe-TO TOPIIOK C aiMa3aMu — JEHbIU JJI1 HEro He mniaBHoe... A yto? ['Hom
OCTOPOXKHO IJISIHYJI B CHHUE I71a3a TUTAHTA.

— Komnas... nouemy?..

— IloueMy st HE OTCTYILTIOCH?

— Ja... u4ro 3acTtaBnseT Te0s. .. mocie BCero. ..

— Buaumms 5m, crapuHa, — KoHaH BbIIMI BOABI M3 MeXa M IOMOPIIMJIICS, — MHE
MPUXOUIIOCH OTCTYNAaTh, HO TOJBKO TOIJIA, KOTJIa MHOTO BBIXOJa HE ObUI0. MBI TOJKHBI TPONTH 110
TOHHEJIAM !

— KonaHs... s HemaBHO nogymait... Sl Mor onmoOUTHCS — BO3MOXKHO, 3Ta OAIlHS TOCTPOEHA Ha
IPYTHUX pa3BaIMHAX, U TYT HET BhIXOJA B IapcTBO BapMuHa...

— Iloiinem 3aBTpa, — KOpOTKO ckazaid KoHaH u, 3aMeTUB CTpax B Ia3ax Apyra, 100aBHI: —



S narpyxy Tebs 1Byms Aecsatkamu ¢akenoB! Y konayHa HaBepXy €CThb 3amac. ..

ToHHENb, NOCTENEHHO MOHUXAACh, YXOAUJI B TEMHOTY. TSKeJI0 HaBUCAIu MOKPHIE KAMEHHBIC
cBonbl. [laru poxaanu oTAaIeHHOE X0, U Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO KTO-TO UAET CICIOM.

Heckosbko pa3 apy3psd OCTaHABIMBAIWCH U MPUCTYIIIMBAINCHE. HET, HUKOTO, TOJNBKO BSI3Kas,
3BEHSIAs TUILIMHA.

— Wnm mpecnenoBarenu Tak ke OBICTPO OCTaHABIMBAIOTCS, MJIM 3TO TOJBKO 9X0... — KoHaH
TOIMHY/I HOTOM. 3ByK 3aTWX, 33/IaBJICHHBIA HABUCAIONIEH HAJl HUMHU TOJIIEH 3eMJid. DX0 ObUIO, HO
O4EHb clladoe.

— BHuU3y MBI BOOOIIIE HE CIBITIAIN HUKAKOTO 3Xa, — MpollenTan Xemnar.

— BHuU3y MBI cpa3y BCTYNUIM B JAOUPHUHT, TaM CIUIOMIHBIE MOBOPOTHI... A TYyT — HOpsMOH
KaMEHHBIA KOPUIOP.

['HOM mormazaui KoTa, TOJI0Ba KOTOPOTO BBICOBBIBAJIACH U3 CYMKH, BUCEBIIEH Ha miede KoHaHa,
M HUYETO HE OTBETWJ. 3areM, MPUBLIUHO 3aKWHYB 3a CIUHY BSI3aHKY (DAKeIOB, JBUHYICA BIEPE/,
Jep>ka B CBOOOHOM pyKe OdepeTHON — TPETUM MO CUETY — TOPSIIMN MPOCMOJICHHBIA CTEPIKEHbD.

W BHOBb mo3agu mochsimaiuch miard. KoHan Bce Ooubliie xMypuiics. MOXET JH 3XO
paszaBarbCs TOJBKO c3aau? Y MoXeT JIn OHO OBITh TAKUM... MHOTOTOJ0ChIM? VyT OHM BABOEM, a
MPECHENYIOT HMX, KaXeTCs, HE MEHEE JECIATKA YeJIOBEK... VM CKOIbKO MOXKET TAHYTHCS 3TOT
ToHHeNb?! [IpsAMOil, KaK CTpelia, HAKJIOHHO BOH3UBINASACS B 3€MJIIO... HU OJHOTO TTOBOPOTA... ITOT
X0/ BeJIET K omnpejeieHHon nenu. Hukakux nabupunToB. [loaBeno yyTbe HaIero BEJIMKOro THOMa
— TOTOMKa ciaBHOro Bapmuna... HyxHO npoBeputh, 4YTO TaMm, WM KTO Tam, IMO3aJH...
B03MOXHOCTB TOJIBKO OTHA — OCTAaThCA U ITOOOKIATH!

— Xenar, — Hadyayn KoHaH U TyT e noaymall, KaKOl CTpax UCIBITAET THOM, OCTABIIUCH OJIHMH.
Ho uto nenars?.. — Caymai, apyr Mo, Thl U BOEpea ¢ (hakesoM, a 1 OCTaHYyCh TYT U MPOBEPIO.
Ecnu Bce Oynet xopoitio — st Tedst cpa3y JOTOHIO.

dake 3aapoxkai B pyke rHoma. [lepeBenas npIxaHue, OH XpUILIO CKa3al:

— Urto x, TeOe BuaHee... Jloiro He 3ajaepxkuBaiics... U eme — oTmail MHE CyMKY, OHa OyJeT
MENIAaTh. ..

[Toxoxe, THOM OBbUT YBEPEH, UTO €10 TOBAPHUIILy TPEJCTOMT HENTyTOUHAsI CXBATKaA.

[TpuxaBumch K X0J10AHOMY KamHiO, KoHaHn cMoTpesn, kak uMcue3aeT BAaJIM OToHEK (akena,
Ka3aBIIMICS TAKUM KPOXOTHBIM B 3TOM OECKOHEYHOM MpPAyHOM TOHHENE. SICHO CHBIIAIUCH
YAQISIOIMECS 1IAr.

W TyT ke U3 TEMHOTHI IOHECCS APYIor 3ByK — HET, 3TO He 3x0! KTo-To 1men no ux cienam.
Oronex (akesna MmpeBparwiics B TYCKIYIO 3B€3/I0UKY, a CKOPO U BOBCE McUe3. TeMHOTa HaloJIHUIACh
3ByKaMH. MepHO Karajia Boja, LIypIlladud MbIIM. YTO OHU TYT €aat? MOoXeT, y HUX €CTh BBIXOJbI
HapYyXKy? DTakue JUIMHHbIE HOPKU — JJIMHHBIE, KaK 3TO MPOKJIATHIM TOHHEIb... M1 OHM BBIXOIAT,
BUJIST COJIHIIE, TPEIOTCA... A HOYBIO HAaJl HUMU — HE€ XOJIOAHBIM, CBIPOM CBOJA, & JIACKOBBIE,
MOXHAaThIC 3BE3/IbI.

[laru... maru npecnenoparenei! CTuxiia gaxxe MbIIIMHAs BO3HS.

Konan, 3aranBumce B TeMHOTE, xaai. IHTepeCcHO, OHU — T€, KTO UIET CIEAOM — BUJIST BO
Mpake Wi OyayT ocBemarh aopory gakenamu? [llaru npubnikarorcs, a cBeta (pakesoB HE BUIHO.
3HauuT, 1a3a npecieaoBaresiei pucnocoOlieHbl K TeMHOTE!



J10 coBceMm IUIOX0. OpynoBarh MEUYOM B KPOMEIIHOW ThbME, BCIECNYIO, MBITASICh MOPA3UTh
Bpara, KOTOpPbIH XOpoIIo TeOst BUAUT — 3ajJiaya HEIPOCTasl.
Konan oOHaxuJ1 M€Y M TPUTOTOBHIICS.

Cepaue Xemnara, Ka3aiaoch, TOTOBUTCS BBIIPBITHYTh U3 rpynd. OH naBHO moHsuL, 4To KoHan
Oynet yctpauBars 3acany. M xorma 3To mpou3onuio, oH He ynuBwiIcs. OH CIIOKOWHO MOILEN Jajblie,
Kak ¥ ObpUI0 mpuKa3zaHo. BoT Tonbko cepaue... bbeTcs Tak, 4To HUYEro Apyroro He cibliHO. He
omsiabIBarbes!.. IHaue MOXKHO He BbiAepKarh U Opocutcs Hazal. Het, Hano uartu... Uaru onnomy!

Xenar BCIOMHUJ, KaK 4acTo Oponui OH B OAMHOYECTBE IO JaOUpUHTaM IjapcTBa BapmuHa.
On paxe mooun onrHodecTBO. Korma Thl oMH — ThI caM cebe X03siuH. [7ie xouenh — MpUcsp,
otnoxHu. OCTaHOBUCH — MOJIIOOYHCS KpacoTamMu oTaaleHHbIX nemnep. He ¢ kem moroBoputh? Tak
B€Jlb, MO)KHO MYPJIBIKaTh MECEHKY WJIM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, pa3roBapuMBarh C camuM coboil. [la,
OAMHOYECTBO €10 He myrajo. OH J00uI OAUHOYECTBO. ..

[Touemy xe ceiiuac eMy Tak ctpammHo?! OH nepectan ObITh THOMOM? MOXET OBITh, IPOXKUB
HECKOJIBKO JIET CPEAM JIFOIEW, CUATABIIMX €TO MPOCTO KAPJIMKOM, OH M B CaMOM JEJ€e MepecTa
obrTh THOMOM? Her, 3aech npyroe... Hu ogna, nake camasi oTAajIeHHAs! TeIepa, HU OJUH TOHHEIb
TaM, B apcrse Bapmuna, He BHymann emy ctpaxa! Tyr neno B Ipyrom... 3710 BIHUTAJIOCH B 3TH
KaMEHHBIE OCKJIN3JbIe CTEHBL. CiuiKoM MHOTO 371a! OHO CTPYHUTCS BMECTE C BOJOU CO CBOIOB, OHO
TE4eT MO0 CTEHAM, OHO OOBOJIAKUBAET MYTHUKA HEBUAUMBIM TYMAaHOM, Napaau3yeT MO3T, OcladseT
BOJIIO. ..

[lo3zanu pazgancst yxKacHbId peB. 3BYK ylIapus THOMa, Kak nyOuHkou. dakein yman u morac. A
PEB HEBUMMOTO 3BEPS BCE TOHOCHUIICS U3 TEMHOTBHI, IIaPaIN3Yysl MBILILIBI. . .

XoJIOMHBIA KaMeHb OOKHUTaJI CIIMHY, 3aTO PYKOSITh Meda MPUATHO corpeBasia jajgoHb. KoHan
nepecTayl JbllaTh, BCAYIIMBAsSCh B MPUOMMKAIOMMECs Iard. Yke ckopo. Hackoipko Xopolo
MPECIICIOBATENN BUAAT B TEMHOTE? 3aMETAT JIM €10, MPUKaBIIerocs K creHe? Ecinu BUIAT HE O4eHb
XOpOIIO — MOTYT U HE 3aMeTuTh. CIeI0BaTeNIbHO, HY’)KHO MX UCIYrarh... MOSBUTHCS BHE3AITHO...
BO3HUKHYTh U3 HUYETO, U3 CEPHIX TCHEU. . .

OH xJ1an 10 nocieaHe MUHYTHL J[o TexX Mmop, moka HEBUAMMBIE B TEMHOTE IPECiie/I0BaTeIN
HE TOMONIUIM HAa yAap Meda. 3areM, H3JlaB CBOW CTpaliHblii OOEBOM KUY, OIHUM MPBIKKOM
BBICKOYWJI HA CPEIMHY TOHHEIS U CO CTPAIHOW CUJIOW OMHKCall MEYOM AYry Ha ypOBHE rpyau. Meu
CO CBUCTOM paccek Bo3ayXx. Hukoro? Ho mo-mpexxkHeMy pa3naBajics — TENepb YIAISIOUMucsI —
3ByK mmaroB! Kazanoce, rpeciie1oBaresu npouuid CKBO3b HETO U CITOKOWMHO IECTBYIOT JAJIBIIIE.

Tenepp HE OCTABAIOCH HUYETO JIPYIOro, Kak HaIlylnarb PYKOW CTEHY M JIBUTATbCA BCJE] 3a
CTPaHHBIM, HEYI3BUMbIM TPOTUBHUKOM.

Kro 310? [Ipu3paxu? Ho pa3Be npuspaku crydar kaOmykamu?..




Xenar ApoXxalMMU pyKaMu MbITaiCs 3akedb (aken. VMckpbl He jkenaiau nonajarb Ha TPYT, HO
3aT0 OOMJIBHO ChIMaNKMCh Ha 3eMito. [Ipokiaree! OH nomkeH ycnokouthesi! Ho oT3BykH cTpammmoro
peBa, Kazayuock, eile He 3aTuxin... Yro 3to Obuto? Ha Konana nanan kakoii-to 3Beph? U ero prik,
ycUJIeHHBIH 53x0oM... Ho uyrto-TO cmymano. B »ToM 3BepuHOM peBe Bce k€ ObUIO YTO-TO
yejoBedyeckoe... Moxer... Hy, koHeuHo!..

Xemnar ¢ oOnerdyeHueM paccMmesuica. 1o Obu1 0oeBol kiny KoHaHa — BEJIMKOro BOMHA, €10
npyra! Knuy, numaronmii BparoB BoiM! 3aCTaBISIIONMN TPENETATh NAXKE caMmble cMmenble cepaual
Haxe oH, Xenmar — NOCIEIHUM W3 BEJIMKOIO INIEMEHM BapmMuua — cierka ucnyraicsa! Pyku
nepecTaiy TPSCTUCh, U THOM 3amaiui, HakoHet, ¢aken. Ho rne ke Konan? Ecnu on u3nan 6oeBoit
KJIN4, 3HA4YUT, Oblia cxBarka. KakoB ee utor? W urto nenars emy, Xemary? Waru Bmepen uiau
MMOI0XKIaTh?

[lo3qno — marum mpecnenoBareneid npuOnuxkaroTca! TomoT HECKOJIbKUX YeNOBEK. 3HAUUT,
Konan moru6? Bo BcskoM ciiyyae, OH HE CyMeJl UX OCTaHOBUTH! MoXeT, OH paHEH U eMy HY)XHa
nomonis? Ho kak k Hemy nipoiitu? OHu yxe onu3ko! OHu He nmponycTsT!

W3 nocneaHnx CUJl THOM CXajl PYKOATKY KuMHKaja. JIeBoi pykoil OH BBICOKO MOHSI (haKell.
[IporuBHUKYN pubnMxkanuck. Ceiiuac OH yBUAMUT UX... OH BBICTYIIAT U3 TEMHOTBI, ¥ TOT/A. ..

KonaH, BpeMeHaMM Kacasich JIaJIOHbIO BIAXKHON CTEHBI, MPOOUpascs BCe 3a HEBUIUMBIMU U
HEYSI3BUMBIMU TIpeciefoBaresisiMu. OH penm OOJbllle HE JIOMaTh TOJIOBY HaJ Hepa3permMbIMU
nmoka 3araakamu. Celyac BaXXHO HE OTCTaBarb OT TE€X, KTO MPOIIEN] CKBO3b HEr0, Kak BETEp
CKBO3b... HeT, BeTep He MPOXOIUT CKBO3b Mperpagay — OH ee orubaet! YyBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO BOT-BOT
npujiet paraaka. Orudaer... Ho oHu He Mo ero 000rHyTh — M€Y BUXPEM IPOIIEN OT CTEHBI, 10
CTCHBI!..

Bnanu 3axriachk 3Be3gouka. Xemar! Bugumo, oH octaHoBumiica W kaeT! M cefiuac k HeMy
npubnuxarTcs me... Konan nooexain. Tojbko Obl HE 0M037aTh!

Xenar, TPYCJIUBBI THOM — INOCJIEAHUM M3 KJlaHa CJIaBHOIO BapMuHa — IIpUTOTOBUIICS
BCTPETUTH cMepTh. OH TOpPAO CTOSUI C KUHXKAJIOM B OfHOUW pyke u (hakenom B jipyrod. CTpaxa He
Oobuto. OH cuuTan cels y)Ke MEPTBBIM, WU TENEeph CJIEAOBAIO M03a00TUTHCS O TOM, YTOOBI HE
BBIIJIAZIETh MCIYTaHHBIM B TJIa3ax BparoB. XoTs Obl Ka3aTbCsi CMENbIM, MYXECTBEHHBIM BOMHOM!
TakyM, KaKUM OH HUKOIJIA HE ObLI, HO KaKUMHU ObLIH ero Oparbs! OH He mocpamut cBoit pon! OH
HE OTCTYITUT, KaK... KaK TOI/A...

N3 TeMHOTHI BBICTYNWJIA CTPaHHBIC CUIYIThL. Xemnar npuilypuics. K Hemy mpuOmuxaiuch
cylecTBa MeHbllle ero poctom! I'Hombl cpeau rHoMoB! M 0OCTynmuB €ro, OHM 3aroBOPHJIM Ha
APEBHEM, MOTY3a0BITOM HapEeUnH. Xenar 00eCCUIICHO Cell MPsIMO Ha MOKpHIA noil. biiennsle, Oynro
npo3pavyHble Julia... OrpoMHbIe, BBIMYKIIbIC TMa3a ¢ BEPTUKAIBbHBIMU 3padykaMi... OJEThI B MIKYpPbI
KaKUX-TO YEUIyW4aThIX TBAPEW, HO JIOBOJIBHO XOPOIIO cHMThIE... Ha Horax noOpoTHbIe camnoru. 3a
MOSICOM 'y Ka)JIOTO JUIMHHBIM KWUHKaJ, YKPAILICHHBIM U3yMpPYlaMy U aiMas3amu... W ropopsume Ha
MOJTY3a0BITOM $3bIKe! DTO S3BIK JPEBHUX BIACTUTENEH MOA3EMHOTO MHUPA, KUBIIMX 3aJ0JT0 J0



nosiBneHusi TrHoMoB! [lepen HUM cTosuin camble apeBHUE xkutTenn nemep! Kupas nerenaal

BHe3zanHO oHM 3aMOJTYaIu ¥ CTaJIM BIVISIABIBATHCS B TEMHOTY. OJUH U3 HUX MOTHSIT OJIETHYIO
PYKY J1aJloHbI0 Brepea. XKect, MOHITHBINA BceM. JKecT npyxentoousi.

KoHaH crmokoilHO mojoIies K MaJe€HbKUM mpecienoBaressam. [1ats yenosek... yenoBek? Her,
KOHEYHO, 9TO He Jroau. J[axke MeHbIlle THOMOB. BOT, 3HaYUT, moyeMy €ro Med He MPUYUHHUI UM
BpeJla — OH MOIMPOCTY NMPOCBUCTEN Y HUX HaJ rojoBaMu! A Bellb OH U caMm Okl jgorajaics... Emie
HEMHOIO — U jorajgajcs Obr!

KonaHn nipucen, pa3misiibiBasi OIHOTO U3 MpeciieloBaTeei, Mo-BUIUMOMY, cTapiiero. IMeHHo
OH ITOKazajl MyCTYIO JaJloHb. YeloBeK U MajIeHbKUM MOA3EMHBIN KUTEJb JI0JIT0 CMOTPEJIM B Ijlasa
apyr apyry, 1 KoHaH modyBCTBOBaJ APYKEIO0HME MaJIeHBKOTO CyliecTBa. [[pyxkentooue u mpocnoy
O TTOMOIIIH.

Tem Bpemenem Xemar BCIIOMUHAN ApeBHUM s3bIK. OH oOMeHHMBajci ¢dpazaMu C JAPYTUM
CO3JIaHMEM, KOTOPOE TEPIICINBO, 0 HECKOJIBKY pa3 MOBTOPSIIO KaXk0€ CJIOBO.

3arem Bce C MHTEPECOM Pa3IIsAbIBAIN KOTa, KOTOPHIA HEJIOBOJIBHO BHITVISABIBAI U3 CYMKH.

— Onu MHe pacckasajiy, Kak IMomnacTh B 3a0pOIEHHOE HBIHE IapCTBO MOMX MpeakoB. U ere
OHHU TPOCHJIM O IOMOIM... — CKa3zall Xemar Mmocje TOro, Kak MaJICHbKUE CYILECTBAa MCYE3JIU B
TEMHOTE.

Jpy3bs cuaenyu Ha KOPTOUYKaX, IPUCIOHUBIIMCH K XOJOIHOW CTEHE.

— DT0 camble ApeBHHE xkuTenu neuep! Mx mog 3eMHbIE ApCcTBa MPOLBETAIM 3aJ0JIT0 10
TOTO0, KaK MOABWICA NepBbli THOM! — Tostoc Xenara apoxan OT BOJIHEHUs. — B cTaphIx jerenaax
YIOMHUHAJINCh HEKHUE CYILIECTBA, XUBYIIME IIe-TO pAIOM. VX Tak M Ha3bBaIu — <OKUBYILME
pagoM». B Oojiee MO3MHUX CKa3aHUSIX, O HUX YK€ HUYETO HE TOBOPUJIOCH. CUMTAIOCh, YTO OHU
HCYE3IIN.

— He Bce, kak BUaHO, — cka3ayn KoHaH, — a Kakas UM HY)KHa MOMOIIb?

— Hm kT0o-TO mocaxnaer... Hy)KHO 3aKpbITh MPOXOJ B UX IMOCIEAHEE KUJIMUIIE. TeCHUMBIC
BparaMu, OHM JaBHO YIIUTH Ha TIYOMHBI, K CAaMbIM KOPHSIM TOp, HO M TaM JI0 HUX KTO-TO JI00OpaJics. ..

— K10 %€ u nmouemy ux npecienyer? Komy oHH Tenepb MEMAIOT?

— 51 MHOTOTO HE MOHSUI, — MPU3HAJICS THOM, — HO MHE Ka)XeTcCsl, YTO JI0 HUX J0OpaIuch Te
caMbl€ TMKapH, KOTOPbIE MOTYOUIIA MOE TIJIEMS. . .

— CTpaHHBIE CYIIECTBA, — THUXO Ccka3zal KoHaH, BCIIOMHUB, KaK, MPOIIASACH, KAXKAbIM U3 HUX
MOAXOAWJI K HEMY W, KOCHYBIIMCh PYKH WJIM IUJIeYa, JOJITO CMOTPET B MIa3a, — KaXKETCs, OHU
MHOTOE ITOHUMaJIu 0e3 CIIOB. ..

— Jla, MHE TOX€ TaK MOoKa3aaoch. M sI3bIK s 3aIOMHUIT KaK-TO OYEHb YK OBICTPO. ..

— OHM 3aHOBO BJIOKUJIA €TO B TBOIO ITYCTYIO IOJIOBY, — ycMexHyicsa Konan.

— Hy, uto *ke, — Xenar He cuesl Hy)KHbIM OTBEYaTh HA IIyTKY W MOIHSJICA, — Mopa HUATH.
OTOT TOHHENb MPUBEAET HAC B OTPOMHYIO nemepy. UMEHHO Tam MOCEeNUINCh JUKApHU. A JalibIle
HAYHETCS CaMO€ TPYIHOE. ..




[lemepa, Kk KOTOPOU BBILUIU JIPY3bs, HEOXKUTAHHO 11 KoHaHa, oka3anach OCBellleHa Cla0biM
3€JIeHOBaThIM cBETOM. CBETHIACh KAKUE-TO MXU WJIH JINIIAWHUKYU HA CTEHAaX.

«Iyro», — mosgcHui rHOM. Penkue pacrtenHus. [HOMBI MX Pa3BOOWIM U NPUKUBILUIM HA
KaMHe, HO MPWXXUBAJIUCh OHU TUIOXO M, 3a4acTyl0, MpoIle ObUIO BOTKHYTH B CTEHY (pakel, 4em
BO3UTHCS C KallpU3HBIMHU pacTeHUsAMH. OJIHAKO Tam, TAE IYT0 MPUPOCIU, OHU AEPKAITUCh KPEMKO,
JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO Pa3pacTAIUCh U CIYKHJIM HEMJIOXUM UCTOYHUKOM CBETA.

Cama memepa Obuia orpoMHa. CBOIbI TEPSUIUCh B TEMHOTE — HaBEpXy Nyro He pociu. B
CTEHAaX BUJIHEJIMCh MHOTOUHCIICHHBIE OTBEPCTUSI — TOHHEJNH, XOAbI, Ja3bl, U, MOXKET OBITh, IPOCTO
HOPBIL. boblIyI0 4acTh Menepsl 3aHUMANIO 03epo. HenmoasrskHas maap BOAbI OTpakaia CBETAIME CS
natHa myro. O3epo olerayia HemmMpokash MolneHas Aopoxka. Ha OGepery, Ha paBHOM pacCTOSHUU
ApPYT OT Jpyra, CTOSAIU BHICOKHE KaMEHHbIE UCTYKaHbl. [ py0o oOpaboTaHHbIe, MpauyHble — BCE OHU
ObUTH TTOBEPHYTHI JIMIIOM K 03€py, OyATO TEPIENTUBO OKUIAIH MOSBICHUSI HEKOETo JAyXa BOJIbI, TH0O
Ha000pOT — CTPEMUIMCh OOOPOHUTH JKUTENEH Melephl OT TOro, KTo oouTaer B niyonHax. Koe-rie
BXO/Ibl B TOHHEIN O0OpaMJIsIMCh HEOONBIIMMU KOJIOHHAMH, YKPAIIEHHBIMU MPUYYIJIMBON PE3bOOH.
HekoTopeie 0TBEpCTHS pacnoyiarajiich JOBOJIBHO BBICOKO, 1 K HUM BEJIM UCTEPTHIE CTYIICHHU.

KonaH He creums BBIXOAWTH M3 CKPBIBABIIETO MX TOHHEINA. 3aryllMB (pakesl U OCTaBasCh B
TEMHOTE, APY3bs JOJITO PA3NISIABIBAIN PACKUHYBIIYIOCA IEPE HUMHU IEIIEDPY.

Xenar HapacleB, CJIOBHO 4YUTAas CTAPUHHBIE NPEIaHUsA, PAaCCKa3blBaJI, YTO HECKOJIBKO
TBICSTYENIETUI Ha3aJ 3/1eCh *Kuiu JpeBHUE. OO0 3TOM TOBOPHUIIM HEKOTOpPHIC JIETEHbL. JTa Temepa
ObUTa LIEHTPOM JIPEBHETO I[apCTBA <CKUBYIMX psAaom». OHM NPUHOCUIIU KEPTBHI CBOEMY OOTY,
KUBYIIEMY B IIyOnHe o3epa. Ho mHorga Oor rHeBanica W 3a0upall K cede CIUIIKOM MHOTHUX...
Moxer ObITb, TOATOMY OHHM yuUIM BDIyOb 3emiu?.. Kak Obl TO HU ObUIO, CKOPO B THeELIepe
NOoCEeNWINCh THOMbL. OHM HE TPUHOCWIM B KEPTBy CBOMX TOBapUUIIEH U, BOOOLIE, CUUTAIU
MOJIBOIHOTO 00OTa MEP3KUM UYJIOBUILIEM.

— BepostHo, 31ech oOuTanu mnoagaHHele I'purmu — Haum cocead. CuibHOE |
MHOTOUYHCJIEHHOE TIeMs. He cMOTpst Ha 3TO, OHM MCYE3JH JIET HA CTO PaHBIIE HAC.

— A tenepb? — crnpocun Konan. — Yto pacckaszanu gpeBHUE?

— Tenepsp TyT, 3a 03€pOM, MOCETWIIUCh BOUMHCTBEHHBIE TUKAPH, KOTOPBIE JIEJIAIOT BbUIA3KU BO
BCE TOHHEJHU U Y)KE€ YOUJIU HECKOJbKUX JIPpeBHUX. I MHOTUX, MHOTUX THOMOB. ..

— A kak Boma? Ilute ee moxkHo? Ham Mmex moutu mycr. ..

— Jlydinie BHauasne BBITYCTUM KOTa, XBaTUT €MY CUAETh 32 ciMHOM. ITycTh OH 1 monpoOyerT...

— Yr0 X, BBIIyCKAMl.

Xenar pasBsizal CYMKY, M KOT, HEIOBOJIbHBIM M B3BEPOIICHHBIN, PE3BO MOMYAICA K O3€pY.
[IpyunaB k BoAE, OH JOJIO JIAKajd, 3aT€M BHE3AIIHO HACTOPOXKMUIICS W 3aMep, BBITHYB CIIHUHY.
TpeBoxkHast psOb TOPOILIUBO MpoOekana Mo 3epKaIbHOM MOBEPXHOCTH o3epa. biecTsiiee uepHoe
HIynaible MEAIEHHO MTOAHIIOCh HaJ BoAou. KoT pacnmymmit XBOCT, MPUMIOAHSJICA Ha Jianax Tak, 4To
CTaJ 4yTh HE BABOE BBIIE, U yrpoxaroie 3ammnesn. Konan yerko, eJjsa kacasch 3eMJI, Mo0exan K
o3epy. Lllynanple, nOKa4YmMBasiCh, HALIEIUIOCHh HAa 3aCTHIBIIETO KOTA.

— beru xe! bern nypak! Cnacaiics! — menoTom Kprudai THOM.

EMy nmokazaynoce, 4To y caMOW ITOBEPXHOCTH BOIbI OH BHJHT JBA OTPOMHBIX 3€JIEHBIX I71a3a.
[lymanpiie, mogoOHO OTPOMHOMY XJIBICTY, METHYJIOCH K J00bde. MonmHue#t cBepkayn meu Konana,
¥ MTHOBEHHUE CITYCTsI YEpHBIA 00pyOOK, M3BUBAsCh, YIal Ha Mecok. Boma Bcnenminach. Kot 3aopan
U JUIMHHBIMU CKauKaMU MOMYAJICS BIOJb 03epa. Xernar 3aMeTHJ, 4TO OH, He cOaBIsis Xoua, CKPhUICS
B OTHOM M3 MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIX TOHHEIIEH.

B o3epe, kazanoch, Ouicsa OrpoMHbId KiIyOok 3Mmeil. Heckoilbko pa3 Ha MOBEPXHOCTHU



MeEJIbKHYJIA YacTh pa30yXiield 4epHO Tyl 4yoBuIla. KoHaH Tak ke ObICTPO BEPHYIICS B TOHHEb
Y, Kaudasi roJI0BOM, HaOIro/1all 32 THEBOM MOHCTPA, JTUIIMBILETOCSI KOHEYHOCTH.

— O, Konan, Tl ocKOpOMJI IpeBHEro Oora... 4To K€ Temeph Oyaer?.. — 4YyTh HE IIaKal
Xemnar.

— Ho Beap THOMBI, HACKOJIBKO sI TIOMHIO TBOM CJIOBAa, HE CUMTAIM ATO UydAHIle OOrom, —
CITOKOMHO cKa3ail KoHaH.

— Taxk-To oHo Tak... Ho mymy on Hanenaer... M Bce n3-3a 3Toro mep3koro kora!

— Koropsiit, mexay npodnm, cnac Ham ku3Hb! Tereps Mbl KBUTHL. Sl yBEpEH, 4TO Hall KOT
MOCEIUTCS HEMOAANIEKY, B KAKOW-HUOYIb HOpe. MbIiel TyT B U300MIIH .

— Ho xorma oH 3axo4eT MUTh. ..

— OH He noizeT kK o3epy, — 3akoHums1 KoHaH, — HaljeT qpyroid uctodHuk. Jla m Ham Obl
ATO HE MOMEIIAJIO. . .

— Haiinem, — MaxHyn pykol THOM, — K 03€py Oeryr coTHH pydbeB. MhbI ceiuac
OCMOTpPHUMCH. ...

— Tebe ne xaxercs, — nepedun Konan, — 4to cnpasa, BIOJIb 03€pa YTO-TO JIBUKETCS?

Xerar npuUILypUiICs.

— Iloxoxe. HaBepHoe, Hac 3amMeTunu AuKapu. Ternepb MOXKHO OBUIO SICHO Pa3IMYUTh BOCEMb
YeJIOBEK, I'YCbKOM OEeryIMX IO TPOIHUHKE.

— Momu 1 3aMeTuTh, a CKOpee BCEro, YCHbllaau IyM. — KOHaH HecHemHo OOHaXXWII
Med. — OTcTynuM BDIyOb TOHHENS, B TEMHOTY. MOXET, OHU MPOCTO XOTAT MOCMOTPETH, MOUYEMY
Tak pa3OyieBayicst ux Oor. ..

— Bpsia i oHU MOJIATCSI TOMY OOTY.

— A nouemy Obl 1 HEeT? Benpb 1ake IpeBHUE MPU3HABAIU 3TO UYIUIIE O0KECTBOM. ..

— Konan, MHe kaxetcsa, oHu Oeryr croga. OHU HAc 3aMeTHIM, — TOJ0C Xemara cierka
JIPOXKAJ.

— Toraa cnagumces B IIJIeH, — cepbe3HOo cka3asl KoHaH, — s 0TaM UM Med, a Thl KUHXKaJ.

— Huxorga! — BOCKJIMKHYJI THOM. — DTOT KMHXXaa noaapuia MHe oten! A Hukorga... — U

TOJIBKO T€TEPh OH COOOpa3uUI, UTO €ro JIPYr LIYTUT.

TanHCTBEHHBIE AUKApPU MEXY TeM ObUIM YK€ Ha PacCTOSHUU IOJieTa CTPEJIbl OT TOHHES.
Pocnble, mouTH CIUIONIL TOKPBITHIE MIEPCTHIO, C CHWJIBHBIMU JUJIMHHBIMU PyKaMH, OHU O€kaiau
BIIEPEBAJIKY, CUIILHO packauuBasich. Ha mieue kaxplii HEC YBECUCTYIO TyOUHY.

— DT0 OHM, — MOpollenTain Xemnar, — JIFOJIU ¢ JulamMu Ha rpyau! UM HEBO3ZMOXHO OTPYOUTH
rOJIOBY!

N nedicTBUTENBbHO, HEBEPOATHAS CYTYIOCTh JIHKAPEW IPOU3BOAMIIA BIICYATIICHUE IIOJHOTO
OTCYTCTBHUS I'OJIOB Y HUX Ha IIJIeyax.

Jlukapy OCTaHOBHJIACh NIPOTUB TOHHENSA, B KOTOPOM YKPBUIMCh JApPY3bs, M CTalu
MIPUHIOXUBATHCS. VX BBIBEpHYTHIE HO3JPHU Pa3AyBAINCh U MYIbCUPOBAIIM, HAJIUTHIE KPOBBIO IIa3KU
3JI00HO BCMarpUBAJIMCh B TEMHOTY.

— Yto Oynem nenarh? — mpoilenTai Xenar UCIyraHHo.

— UYro nenars? — ynuBuiics Konan. — A kak Tl JymMaenib?

— MB&1 Oyzem cpaxarbcesi! — TBEpJIO CKa3aj THOM M BBITAII M3-32 MOsCa KUHXKAJL.

Jlaxe B »TOT MoMeHT KoHaH He MOT He YIbIOHYThCS, VIS Ha CBOETO MaJICHHKOTO TOBAPHIIIA,
TOTOBOTO CMEJIO BBICTYIHUTH MPOTUB CTPAIIHBIX MPOTHBHUKOB, YOUBIIIMX KOT/Ia-TO €10 Oparhes.

[loiiMaB 3a BOPOTHMK IATHYBIIETO BIIEPE] THOMA, OH CEPHE3HO CKA3al:

— BcTanp mo3aau, ToapKO HE TIOMAau Mo yap Medya, U CMOTPHU, YTOObI HUKTO HE 3allie]l MHE



3a CIIUHY.

— A ecnu 3aieT? — 3BEHSIIMM IOJI0COM CITPOCHI THOM.

— A ecnu 3aiiaer — THI ero yowemb! — TepnenuBo mnosicHui KoHaH, clienaB HECKOJIBKO
Pa3MUHOYHBIX JBUKECHUMN.

Pazpancst Xxpumiblii KpUK — BUJIMMO, KOMaH/Aa, — U JUKapU Kyded OpOoCHJIMCH K TOHHEINIO.
Xemnar OTCTyNnuJ B TEMHOTY — NpUKpbIBaTh ciuHy Konana. OckaneHHble TacTu, Oe3yMHbIE I1a3a,
MOIIHBIE BOJOCAThIC Jalbl, IIMIIKOBaTble NYOMHBI — 3TO 3peiulle ObUIO HE AJI1 THOMA, U OH
IIPEIIOYEII HA HEKOTOPOE BPEMS 3aKPBITh IJIA3a.

Korpga peruaHue aukapei HAINOJHUIIO CBOIbI TOHHENS, I71a3a NMPHUILIOCH OTKPBITh — KaK K€
WHa4ye NpUKphIBaTh apyra? K ceoeMy yauBiieHUt0, Xenar yBUIE, YTO OJUH JUKAPbh YK€ KOPUUTCS
Ha 3emile, U3 Tena Broporo KoHaH wu3BIEKaeT Med, a TPETUM, OCKAJIUB KEIThIC KIIBIKU,
3aMaxyMBaeTCs  IMIIKOBaroM  AyouHoil. OcTajibHble TOJNMWIKWCH MO33AHM, MoxdagpuBas
COIUIEMEHHHUKOB AUKUMHM KpukamMu. Bce 310 Xemar yBHAeEN, Kak MPHU BCIBIIKE MOJHUU. [lanee
MEPCOHAXMU 3TOW KPOBAaBOM KapTHHBI MPUIILIK B ABM>KeHUE. Ero npyr, BEICBOOOIMB Med U3 TPYIHON
KJIETKU JUKapsi, YKJIOHUJICS OT yhapa JTyOMHOM, OMHOBPEMEHHO IpUCenas U HAIpaBIsisl yaap Meda
BHM3. OIIEIOMJICHHBII THOM YyBUjel, 4To KoHaH OTpyOMI HOPOTUBHHUKY HOTY C TakKOMl ke
JIETKOCTBIO, C KAKOM JPOBOCEK BaJUT HEOOJNBILOE JEPEBO.

Jlukaps BU3Xal, U3 00pyOKa xjecraia anas KpoBb — TaKas ke, Kak y BCeX.

«/ G0JIbHO eMy TakK K€, Kak U BCEM, — IOIyMaJ THOM.

B Hem Ooponuch *anocTb U HEHABUCTh. JKaloCTh K >KMUBOMY CYIIECTBY, YMUPAIOIIEMY U
CTpajarouEeMy OT 00Jid, U HEHAaBUCTh K yOUiIIaM OpaTheB — KPOBOXKAIHBIM, MEP3KUM TBAPSIM.

Xemnar noaroa3 K AUKapro v, IBUKUMBINA CKOPEE BCE KE MUJIOCEPIUEM, HEKETN HEHABUCTBIO,
BOH3MJI KUHXKAJI EMY B CEpPJILIE.

B stor MmomenTt Konan u3gan 00eBOW Kiuy. Xemar 4yTh HE BBIPOHWJI KHUHXKAJ, a JAUKApU
3apOKaM, OMYCTUB MyOMHKH. BOCTONIB30BaBIIMCH 3aMUHKON, KUMMEPHUEL] MEPENPHITHYI Yyepe3
YOUTBHIX U HIMPOKUM TOPU3OHTAIBHBIM JIBUKEHHEM Meda BCIIOPOJI JKMBOTHI JBYM DPSIOM CTOSIIMM
npoTuBHUKaM. He mpomuio u faecsitka ymapoB cepiiia, Kak MITepo HamaJaBIIMX ObUTM MEPTBBL
Xerar HUKOIJIa He BUJIEN Apyra B OUTBE U TeNepb He MOT MPUATH B ce0sl OT U3YMJICHUS U yXKaca.

Emy npuxoannock yqacTBOBarTh B cpakeHUsAX. OH OuJjcs caM, U BUJEI, KaK Cpa)KatoTcs Jpyrue
— W THOMBI, U Jroau. Ho Takoro BUXps, TaKOW CTPEMUTEIBHOCTH B COYETAHUU C OTPOMHOW CHJIOH,
€My BUJETh HE MPUXOAUIOCh. Teneps oH ObUT yBepeH, uTo KoHaH MOXET 0f0JIeTh U CTO, U ThICAUY
IPOTUBHUKOB 0€3 0co0oro Tpyna. Xemnar He MOr Jaxe yBujaeTb KoHaHa B KAKOM-TO OJHOM MECTE
— Ka3aJIoCh, TOT ObLT Be3ae. CBepKasl Med, U Majaiu, Majajid ¢ BU3ToM NMpoTUBHUKU. Korma rHom:
npuien B ceds, Konan BeITHpan Med o MIKypy mocieaHero youtoro nukaps. C y)kacom cMOTpen
Xemar Ha Jgpyra-eiaukaHa. Tor paxe He 3anbixancs! Kakyio cTpammHyro cHiny, Kakyro
BBIHOCJIMBOCTD JIajii OOTH 3TOMY ueoBeKy! beITh emy koposem!

Xemnar BOpyr sicHO yBuaen KonaHa, cuasaumm Ha TpoHe. COrHYIIMCh B MOKIJIOHE MPUIBOPHBIE. ..
PsagoM ¢ TpOHOM CTOWT IpeKpacHas KEHIIMHA — KOpoJsieBa... M ckydaroniee JIMIOo €ro apyra — He
CJIMIIKOM-TO BECEJIO OBITH KOPOJIEM.

— YT0? — CripoCuUII THOM, OYHYBIIUCh.

— Tlopa yxonuts, — noBropms KoHaHn, — OHU 00s13aTe€IbHO MPUIILTIOT €11Ie OIUH OTPS/L.

«/la Tebe XOThb HecsAiTh OTPANOB, — TOAyMan Xemar, — Thl C TaKOW K€ CKOPOCTHIO
pactipaBuliibest U ¢ HUMH!.. Jla, TpeBHUE 3HAIN, K KOMY OOPaTUThCS 32 TIOMOIIBIOY.

A BCIIyX CKa3aI:

— VYXonuM Hampaso, B CEbMOE OTBEPCTHE, OHO HeOoJbIloe, HE Opocaercs B miasza. [lotom



HY)KHO Oy/IeT IEPEKPHITh TOHHEb, BEIYIN B IIAPCTBO JIPEBHUX.

— Kak MbI 310 caenaem? — cnpocuit Konan, ObICTpO marasi BIoJib OTBECHOM CTEHBI MEIIEPHI,

— M1 yetpoum o6Bas. B Heckonbkux MecTax. Tak ckazaiu IpeBHUE.

Konan ocraHoBujcs y HeOONBIIOTO, B POCT YEJIOBEKa, OTBEPCTHUS B TPAHUTHOM CTEHE.
CeIbMOU TOHHED.

TemMHBIN BXOH, TOJIBKO TAE-TO BAATU CBETHJIOCH MSATHO YIUBUTEIbHBIX PACTCHUN.

— CToneTrus My THOMBI CakKaJu TYT IIyT0, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO CKa3ajl Xerar, — IOXO0XKe, 4TO
(hakenbl HaM: 0O0JIbIIE HE MTOHAI00STCH.

JIBa cocemHUX TOHHENS OBUTH TOPa3/Io IMIMPE, U BXO B HUX YKpAIlAIH Pe3HbIE KOJTOHHBI.

— A 5Tu Kyna Begyt? — kuBHy1 KoHaH.

— IIpo npyrue TOHHENM OPEBHHE HUYETO HE TOBOPWIIM. TYT THICAYM pPa3HbIX XOAOB... A B
1apcTBo BapMuHa MBI CMOXKEM TONACTh MOCIE TOTO, KaKk ycTpouM oOBaj. TaMm, B OTHOM MecCTe
OTKPOETCS MOTANHOM XO[I. ..

B TaBepHe cu3bpiMu KiyOamu IiaBajl TabadHbIi ApIM. Bopomarbie THOMBI BBITYCKAIW W30 pTa
TPYOKH TOJIBKO 3aTe€M, YTOOBI OMIPOKUHYTHh KPYXKKY TEMHOTO 3Ji. TYCKIIbIe MacIsIHbIE CBETHIILHUKHU
HEMWJIOCEPIHO Yaauian. Hu3kue kaMeHHbIe CBOMBI IIOCTOSIHHO HanoMuHainu KoHany o0 TOM, 4TO OH
HE THOM U HE MAJICHbKUU «GKUBYIIAN PAIOM).

Jromu, BopoueM, 31ech Toxke ObUTM. HO OHM BCe-Taku HEMHOIO HE JOCTaBaju TOJIOBaMU JI0
notosika. HeckoJbko 4eaoBeK caMoro OpOIsKbEro BHA, BOOPY>KEHHBIE KOPOTKHMH MEYaMH U
IBYMSI-TPEMSI KHHKAJIAMU, CUJICIIN 32 JJIMHHBIM: CTOJIOM. Y OJHOIO 3a CIIMHOM BHCEI JIYK U KOJTYaH
Co crpenaMu. bpoasru nmuiaM BUHO W MOMO3PUTENIBHO NonisiabiBaM Ha KoHana. Xemar, mpuHSB
NpUIJalliecHue THOMOB M BBIIUB C HUMH HECKOJIBKO KPYXKEK 0OJis, BEpHYICS OOpaTHO Ha
MPYKUHAIMX HOTax.

— D10 rHOMBI U3 Ki1aHa Cakky, — cJIeTKa 3aIuIeTalIMMCS SI3bIKOM MTOBEIAl OH, — OHH TYT
yacTo ObIBatOT. [OBOPAT, 37€Ch MOXKHO BBITOJHO IpOJaTh KaMEIIKH, opyxkue... CiloBoM, 3Ta
TaBepHa — MeECTO cOopa BCEX, KTO XO4eT 4YTO-TO MpoAaTh WJIM KYIUTh, HE BBHIOMpAsCh Ha
MMOBEPXHOCTb.

— JIrobonbITHOE MecTO, — MpoBopyasl KoHaH, Oepsch 3a KPyKKY, — U KOPMST TYT HEILIOXO,
Y BUHO XOPOIIEE.

— A mrmaBHoe, nmyOnMKa MHTEpecHas, — mnoaxBaruia Xemar. — Hy, mgwomel Thl, KOHEYHO,
3aMeTuJI. bpoasiru u ronoBopesbl. 'HOMOB Toke MmoJiHO. Hakypuin — paplimars HedeMm! Mbl Takue
JUIMHHBIE TPYOKW He nenanu. Jla u Tabak y Hac ObUT mojyymie... A BOH TaMm, B YNNIy — HX U HE

BUJIHO OTCHOJIa — CHJIT JBa CYIECTBA OYEHb CTpaHHOro Buja. Iloxoxu Ha smmepuir. Ha Hux
CTaparoTCsl HE CMOTPETh, OY/ITO HE 3aMEUaroT. ..
— Bupen s korja-To siepuI-BOMHOB. .. — 3aIyMUnBO cka3ay KoHaH.

— A XO35IMH 3TOM TaBEPHBI, — MPOAOIKAJ XEIAaT, — IM0-MOEMY, HE COBCEM YEIIOBEK. . .

Konan HeBOJBbHO OpocHi B3MISAA HAa KOPEHACTOro, TOJICTOTO 4YeloBeka (uesoBeka?),
pacIeKaroIero CIyry 3a HepacTOpOMHOCTh. OTBECHB MapHIO Mapy OIJIEYX, OH TMOBEPHYJICS, U
KonaHn 3aMeTus €ro ocTpeie yIM, CIUIIKOM MaJeHbKUU IS YEJIOBEKa HOC, Yepecuyyp pPacKocChie
masa...

— Kro ke on?



— TpyaHO cKa3arb, — THOM HU3Yy4Yawlle NPUILYPHICA, — TYT, IOA 3€MJIEH, BCTPEUANOTCS
pasHble THOPUIBL. .. S OHAXKIBI BUEN, IPABIa, MEIHKOM, 3MEIO C JIUI[OM YeJIoBeKa!

— A, moxert, rHoMa? — ycmexnyicst Konan

— Y10 — rHoma? — He NoHsUT Xenar

— MosxerT, 3Mest ObUTa ¢ JIMIIOM THOMA, a He YeJIoBeKa, — TeprenBo noscHull Konan. — Thi
HE 3aMEHUJI — ObLIa JI y Hee 6opoa’?

Xemnar oOUAeIICS U MPOMOJTYaJl, YTOITUB HOC B KpYXKe. [ HOMBI 32 COCEJHUM CTOJIOM 3aTSHYIU
Becelyto necHro. CIyru €/1Ba yCIreBajid NOJHOCUTh UM KYBIIMHBI C JJIEM.

OOuga Xemnara cKOpo Ipoliia, ¥ OH, HOJANEPEB KYIIaKOM OTPOCIIIYI0 00pOY, MPOIOIKHUIL:

— A omHaXbI S 3a0pesi B He3HAKOMBIE TEIIephl M HAaTKHYICS Ha CTpaHHYIO TBaph. [lomech
MEIBEAS, OJIEHS. .. MOXHATBIU. .. C poramu... Viau BOT... B OQHOW MEUIEPHI KHUII. . .

KoHaH onui1 KyBIIMH, 3aKa3aJl €1I€ ¥ MPA4HO ITOCMOTPEII Ha IbIHOTO TOBAPHIIIA.

— I'ubpuapl, smepuipl, pora y Mensensd!.. 3a 3ToT oOeq MbI ele 3amjiaTuM. A 3a
caeayroumii?..

Xemnar mnoep3ajl Ha CKaMbe, OyATO CEel Ha IBO3/ib, U HE3aMETHO, YTOOBI HE OOUIECTH XO3SEB,
MOMBITAJICS YCTPOUTHCS MOYIO0OHEE.

— 4 KIIAHYCh, UTO HAKWAY AOPOTY B IAPCTBO BapMuHa... — TOPKECTBEHHO HAYaJl OH.

— ITlomMHUTCS, THI U paHbIlE TaKk TOBOpWJ! A JApeBHHE TOJKOBAIM TeOE, YTO OTKPOETCS
IOTANHOMU Ja3...

— Hy, KTO Xe 3Hay, 4TO Thl YCTPOUIIL Takoi 00Ban?! — CIIOBO «Takoil» THOM MPOU3HEC C
HaXXUMOM M HEKOTOPBIM cTpaxoM. — Ecnu Tam 1 ObUI J1a3, ThI 3aBaJIUJI €T0.

KoHan BCIOMHWII, Kak OHH, CJIEOyd YKA3aHUSIM JPEBHHUX, HCKAJId HYKHBIM KaMEHb,
U3BJIEYEHNE KOTOPOIO M3 CTEHBI MPHUBEJIO Obl K HEOOJbIIOMY 00Bally. IMEHHO Tak HYXHO OBLIO
MEPEKPBITh BXOJ B MOI3EMHYIO CTPAHY <GKUBYIIIMX PSIAOM». MOXKET, OH BBIHYI HE TOT KameHb? Unu
BpeMs MOATOYMIIO 3TOT IPEBHUM TOHHENb, Ty JIOBYIIKY, 1 OHa cpaboTaja He Tak, Kak Hamo? Bo
BCSAKOM clTydae, 00BaJl TOJIYUUJICS TaKOW, YTO OHU €/1Ba YCTIEIN YHECTH HOTH.

[locne wyero HECKONBKO JHEH Onyxkjganu B JIaOUpWUHTAX TOHHEJEW, II0Ka, HaKOHEII,
HEOKUJAHHO HE BBIIUIM K 3TOMY «IEPEKPECTKY MOA3EMHBIX JOPOr» — IMPOCTOPHOM IEIIEPE, B
CTeHaX KOTOpPOM OBLIM BBIJOJONEHBI HEOOJBIIME YIOTHBIE HOPHI — JKWJIWINA, CKJIAJIbI
MPOIOBOJILCTBHUS, TABEPHBL. Hapos Ha 3TOM «IEPEKPECTKE» XOTh U HE TOIIUIICS, HO...

Yame BcEero BCTPEYANIMCh BaXKHbIC, MOJTYaIMBblie THOMBL MHOTAAa W3 TOHHENEW BBIXOIWJIN
[[E€JIbIC MPOILIECCHU, CTEMEHHO IeCTBOBAIM MUMO KoHaHa u Xenara u, HE yIOCTOUB HUX B3IVISIOM,
CKPBIBAJIMCh B OTHOM U3 ITPOXOJIOB. ..

A xoraa Jpy3bsl 3alIIHYJIM B OAHY M3 PYKOTBOPHBIX MELIEp, OTKYAA IOHOCHUJIMCH BECEIIbIE
rojioca, OHM OyKBaJIbHO OCTOJIOGHENN OT HEOXKUAaHHOCTH. KOHaHy moKka3anoch, YTO OH OUYTHIICS B
ofHOM U3 xapueBeH Ha okpauHe lllagn3zapa. Xemnar ke BCHOMHUII cTapble BpeMeHa, KOTaa ObuUT KUB
BIaJblka BapMuH, ¥ THOMBI YaCTE€HBKO COOUPAIUCH BBIIUTH 32 €T0 3JI0POBBE B TaKUX XKe
HEOOIBIIMX YIOTHBIX MEIIepax.

B TaBepHE MOMEHTAJIBHO CTUXJIM PA3rOBOPHI, KOIJIA Y BXOAA BO3HUKJIM JIBA HOBBIX MTOCETUTEIS
— BEJIUKAH C JJIMHHBIM MEYOM U THOM C OCTPBIMU, MBITIUBbIMU Ta3kamu. [logdexaBumii xo3sa1H
ycaJIiil TOCTEH 3a CTOJ, U MOCTENIEHHO Ha HUX MepecTaau odpaiars BHUMaHUe.

— S copanmBana THOMOB, — XemnaTr KUBHYI Ha COpOIWYEH, JBIMUBIIMX TPYOKaMH, — OHH
MPUMEPHO paccKaszaju, IJe UCKaTh IapcTBO BapMuHa, HO TOUHO HE 3HAIOT... [IpaBna, oHM ckazanu
enie Koe-4To...

— Yto?



— Hy... oHu coBeToBanM HE XOAWTH Tyna... Tam... CJIOBOM, OHH CIBILAIH, YTO BCEMH
COKPOBMIIIAMHU TENEPH 3aBIAJEN. ..

— Jlpakon? — c uHTepecom crnpocui Konan

— Bpone, Het... OHM He 3HAKOT... HO TOT, KTO TaM IO CEJIMJICS, TaK CTPALIEH. . .

— YT0 OT ero B3misifa CXOAIT C yMa U JIFOIW, U THOMBI?

— Orkyna Tl 3Haemb? ! — ykacHy/Cs Xernar. — 3Ha4YuT, Thl TOXKE CIIbILAN?..

— 51 MHOTO Yero cibiman, — ycMexHyncs Konan, — vaie Bcero, 3To ObUIM MPOCTO CKa3KHU.

['HoM mokayan rosioBOl. OH TOXKE CIHBILAJI pa3Hble CTpalHble cKa3ku. WX Tak moOuinn
pacckasbIBarh €ro Opaths... Ho B cka3zkax Bce ObUIO sicHO. Eciin gajke BHavalsie pacckasa U Taujaach
HeKas 3arajka — B KOHIIE OHa 00s3aTelbHO pa3bsAcHsu1ach. CKa3Ku paccKasblBaIM O JIpaKkoHaX,
HUKJIonax, KojiayHax... O OMTBax ¢ M3BECTHBIMU BparaMu... A TyT — O€3BIMSHHBIA YyXKac...
Cxomat ¢ yma... Het, aTo He ckazka! Ho pa3se yoeauin B 3ToM Konana?!

A, KpoMe Toro, oH, Xemar, NOCJIEeIHUN U3 KiaHa... OH Beab obOeman... A oOel@aHue HaJo
BBINOJIHATh, JaXX€ €CIU NPUAETCS paccTarbcsi CO 3[paBbiM paccylkoM. BrpoueMm, kaxeTcs,
UCIIBITAHUS HAYHYTCS IPSIMO ceifyac. ..

Xermnar 3aMeTu1, 4TO OJUH W3 IATEpbIX OpoAsr, JaBHO KocuBIIMXCA Ha KoHaHa, MoOkauymBasCh,
UJIET K UX cToiy. MyTHbIE I1a3a HE3HAKOMIlA SIBHO HE MPEBEIAIN JIpyxKeckor Oecenbl. bpomsra
Hauyaj 0e3 OOMHSKOB:

— Cnymaii, npusTelb, Thl MHE HE HpaBUIIbCS. Tak 4To Jy4e. . .

KonaH, mpomoimkast CUAETh, MaxXHYIl PYKOH, M MapEHb OTIETEN Ha HECKOJBKO maroB. OH uMmen
HECYAaCTh€ OMPOKUHYTh TOJOBOM TSKEIYIO CKaMENKY, U MO3TOMY OCTaJICS HEABMKUM Ja)xe MOoCie
TOTO, KaK CIIyTY MOCTAaBWJIM CKaMblO0 Ha MecTO. Bckounnu ocrtanbHbie 4eTBepo. C camMol rpsi3HOU
OpaHblO, KOTOPYIO TOJBKO CMODIIM M3MBICIUTh WX 3aTyMaHEHHbIE AaJIKOTOJIEM TOJIOBBL, OH
HaBUHYIMCh Ha KoHaHa.

Xemnar 3aMeTuJI, UYTO HU OIUH U3 HUX HE MPUKOCHYJICA HU K MUy, HU K KUHainy. O4eBUIHO,
y3pEB NJIUHHBIA M€Y MPOTHUBHUKA, OHU TPEANOWIN PYKOMAIIHYIO. A MOXET ObITh, IO KAaKUM-TO
MpUYUHAM, 3/IeCh HE MPUHATO YOUBaTh? Xemar 3a{yMaJicsi O BO3MOXXHBIX TPUUMHAX, HO TaK HUYETO
u He Hagyman. OCBEXMBIIMCH HECKOJBKMMHU ITIOTKAMUA BHWHA, OH BCIIOMHWJI, YTO 3alpelieHO
OOHa)XaTh OpPYXKHE TOJBKO B Xpame, — HO 3TO CJIABHOE MECTO, I7le OHU TaK BECEJIO MPOBOAMIU
BpeMs, HUKaK HE MOXOAUJIO Ha CBATUIIMIIE.

K 3ToMy BpeMeHU CKBEpPHOCIOBBI MPUOIU3WINCH M OAMH ObUI HACTOJBKO HEBEKJIUB, YTO
BbIOWJT KpYXKYy U3 pyk Konana. Xemnar xuxukHyl. CamoyOuiinel!.. OH NmpuKa3zal ciyre NpuHECTH
HOBYIO KPYXKY, HO €r0 HUKTO He ycublmai. [logasmncs mym.

Konan B rHeBe BCKOYHII, 3a0BIB MPUTHYTH TOJIOBY... OKOHYATEIHLHO PACCBUPEIIEB, OH JIBUHYICSA
Ha MPOTUBHHUKA. ..

[lorsiruBast BUHO, Xemar ¢ WMHTEpPEeCOM HaOMIonal, Kak JIETalOT MO TaBEpHE HEBEKIIUBBIC
opomsirn. Camoe MHTEpeCcHOEe ObLIO B TOM, YTO MHUPILECTBO, B OOIIEM, MpoaoKanoch. MHorma,
KOHEYHO, CIy4aloCh, YTO OYEPEHOM CKBEPHOCIIOB, NMPUJIETEB B CaMblii JaJbHUN KOHEL MHEUIEpHl,
HEB3Ha4ail ONPOKHU/IBIBAJI YCTABJIEHHBIA KYBIIMHAMHU CTOJI, HO CIYI'M OBICTPO HABOAMJIA MOPSIIOK, U
Tparnesa npogokanack. Opyxust HIKTO TaK U HE O0OHAXUJI, U 3TO 0COOEHHO MOHPABUIIOCh THOMY.

A xorma Konan ¢ HEBO3MYTUMBIM BHUJIOM BHOBB YCEJICS 3a CTOJ, €My 3aXJIONAad BCE, KTO ObLT B
COCTOSIHUM IIEBETTUTh pyKaMH. J[pyrue pa3pa3uiinch HEBHATHBIMH KpUKaMHU Of00peHusl. A X03sIMH-
MOJIY4€JIOBEK, PACOPAIUBIINCH YHECTH TMATEPHIX CKBEPHOCIOBOB, OecriarHo npernogHec Konany
caMblil 00bIION KyBIIMH BUHA. CioBoM, Xemnar ObUT O4€Hb JOBOJEH 00€I0M U Ha BpeMs 3a0bUI O
TOM CTpaIlIHOM, YTO OKHMAAJIO UX B 3a0poIlIeHHOM IlapcTBe BapmuHa.



Vxe aBa JHS NMPOOHPANIUCH APY3bs MO 3a0pOIICHHBIM, HAIOJOBUHY 3aCHIIIAHHBIM TOHHESIM.
NHorna OHM BBIXOAWJIM B IMEIIEPbl €CTECTBEHHOIO NPOMCXOKICHHS, NPEACTaBIAOLE Cco00H
HacTosinme J1abupuHThl. Ho Xemnar, 0e301m004HO BIOMpasi HapaBJIE€HUE, BIOXHOBEHHO BeJl MX K
LapCTBY NpeAKoB. B HeM, HakoHeL, MPOOYINIIOCh YyThE MOA3EMHOTO KUTEJIS.

[Topoit Konany, kazanoch, 4TOo THOM MIaraet HayraJ. CBOpayMBaeT B IMEPBHIE MOMABILIKECS
ToHHeU. He 3anymbIBasice, nepedupaeTcs yepes 3aBaibl. JIe3eT B kKakue-To He3aMEeTHbIE HOPBL

Ho Xenar Obl1 Tak yBepeH, Tak TBEpPJ B BbIOOpe MapiipyTa, 4To KoHaH MpOHUKCS yBa)KEHUEM
K €70 YYThIO.

[louctuHe, ayman OH, THOMBI JIOJDKHBI OONajarb YyBCTBOM HAMPABICHUS, MO3BOJIAIOMNIMM
OPHUEHTHUPOBATHCS IO 3€MJIEH, NHAYE UM IIPOCTO HE BbUKUTH. lIpaBma — nckoca DIAHYB Ha Jpyra,
CEBEPSIHUH I0YECaN TOJOBY — OHM W HE BBDKWIM... XE€Nar, BOH, IOCICIHUM U3 KiaHa... [la u
IPYrUX CTAHOBHUTCS BCE MEHbIIE... 1 BCe k€ YyBCTBO HANPABICHUSA UM JAHO, HA 3TO, MOXKAIYH,
MOKHO TIOJIOKUTHCS.

— YKe CKOpO, — BO3BECTWJI, BAPYr XeEIar, CBOpauWBas B OYEPEIHOW TOHHEIb, — £
OLLYIIAK0. . .

— Yto nmeHHo? — KoHaH ¢ MHTEpeCcOM MOCMOTPEN Ha MAJIEHBKOIO JAPYra.

— Yro npubnuxaeMcsi K [apcTBY MOMX OTLOB... M MpUCYTCTBUE YEro-TO CTPAIIHOTO... MbI
oOpeueHsl. .. Kak MOXXHO cpaxarbcsi ¢ O€3bIMSIHHBIM yKacoM?

— Ho y »Toro yxxaca 101kHO OBITh TE€JIO, KOTOPOE MOXXHO NTOPA3UTh MEUOM ..

— A eciu y Hero He OyfeT Tejia? — ¢ TOCKOM crpocui THoM. — Yto torna?

— Toraa u mocMotpum, — npoOypuan KonaH.

Hpy3pst Monya 3aliarajii MO0 BHOBb OTKPBIBIIEMYCSI TOHHENI, KOTOPBIA HEOXKHUIAHHO
3aKOHYMJICA NIyXOM cTeHOW. KOHaH CTYKHYNI KyJaKOM IO KaMEHHOW KJIAJIKE, EPEropa)KnBaroleit
yTh. Pa3nancs rynkuu 3ByK.

— CTeHa He CIIUILKOM TOJICTast, MOKHO IMOIBITaThCsl IPOOUTH B HEM OTBEPCTHE.

— Ho k1o u 3auem, otropomus napcrBo BapmuHa? — ¢ ApOXKbIO COPOCHI THOM. — ITO
MOATBEPKIAET. . .

— Jlagpo, — mepebun Konan, — kiaaka, TOX0oXe, HE OUYEHb MPOYHAS, MOMPOOyeM
paciarars. ..

OH yxBaTuJjCs 32 HIDKHUW KaMEHb, BBICTYIABIIMK 0oJiee IPYruX, U MPUHSIICS €ro pacKaunBarh.
CKOpo KaMeHb 3alaraiics, KaK MMbsIHbIA HAEMHHUK. A yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi KoHaH BBIBOPOTHII €T0
U3 CTEHbl. Xemnar Mpucesl Ha KOPTOYKH, HaOmoaas, Kak TPYAUTCS €T0 IPYT, U, JKajled, YTO HUYEM He
MOXKET ITOMOYb.

— Ioxanyii, MOKHO MpOJE3Th, — Npoxpunen KonaH, BeIBOpaurBasi 04€peIHYIO TIIBIOY.

He tepss BpemeHu, OH Jier Ha IO ¥ HEOKUAAHHO JIOBKO 1oJie3 B orBepctre. He ycren Xenar
ONISIHYTHCS, KaK ero Apyr ucue3. C KpsAXTeHUEM OITYCTHMBIIMCHh HAa YETBEPEHBKH, THOM IIPOCYHYI
TOJIOBY B MpPOJIOM. MrHOBeHHE OH ObLJI HEMOIBUXKEH, a 3aTe€M BCKOUMI M C YKACHBIM KPHUKOM
nyctwics 6exarb. [Ipous! IIpous oT aToro yxaca! Tam cMepThb, TaM pa3jokKEHHUE, TaM CaMble
OTBpPATUTENIbHBIE MOHCTPBI OpPOAST MO HEKOIJa MPEeKpacHOMY IapCTBY, CTE€HAs OT Tojiofa U Tepss
THUIOYI0 T10Th. OHKM MepTBbl! OHM BCE€ MEPTBBI U CTPEMSATCS MOEAarh XUBBIX. WX Tep3aer
BeuHbIN roson! Bot 3auem TyT Oblla cTeHAa — YTOOBI OHU HE BBIPBAIUCH Hapyxky. A teneps?! Uto
oynet Tenepsb, korja Konan npogenan npoxon? OHU MOJE3YT, paCpOCTPaHsIs BOHb U POHSis yepBei!



Onu npunyt 3a Hamu! Konan oGesymern, peumB pa3zpynmth creHy! U rme on teneps? Uto ¢ HUM
ctano? Ero pByT Ha yacTu KortTucteie Tpynbl! O0maapBaloT HeHAChITHRIE uynoBuia! Ero... ero...

N Xemar Bmpyr moHsi, yTo oH Opocun apyra B Oexe. Kyma on Oexut?! Kak mocmen oH
noaaarbest crpaxy?! OH OJDKEH 3allMIarh CIUHY Apyra, a OH OeXuT, Kak nmocineaHuil Tpyc. Kak
TOIJa, KOTJa OH OCTaBUJI orudars OparseB!.. Jla, OHM HE cTanu Obl OTCTYNATh. . ...

Ho oH... OH noikeH ObUT cpakarbCsl PSAOM M MOTMOHYTH C YECThlO, Kak OHU! A OH...
ctpycwi. OH Toraa nomnpocty cmpycun! IIpoxon Momu 3akpbITh U 0e3 Hero. [ 3Toro Bce ObLIO
MPUTOTOBIICHO, W TSKEJIIO PAHEHHBIM, YK€ HE CHOCOOHBIA CpaXkarbCs, THOM >KJAJI HYXHOTO
MoMeHTa. Ero miazal.. Kakumu maszamu cmotpen o Ha Xemara! Camblii muaammm u3 OparbeB
CTpycui — mnoTepsil Mmed u umT! Y oTcTynui, 4yTo A1 THOMOB KJilaHa BapmuHa ObUI0 HEBO3MOXKHO,
HEMBICITUMO, HEBEPOSITHO. .. DTOT CTapblii BOMH BCKOPE yMEp OT paH, HO, Jlaxke cTpaaasi oT 0oiu u
KaXJbl, OH HE 3aroBOPUJ C TPYCOM, HE MOMPOCHJI €r0 MPUHECTHU BOOBL... A KOrga Xerar,
JI0TaJIaBIIMCh, TPUHEC B IIDIEME POJHUKOBYIO BOIY, BOMH HE 0OpaTwuJl Ha Hee BHUMaHus... U ymep,
Kak repoil. Kak v mojnoxxeHo ymuparb THOMY. ..

A oH, Xenar, ¢ HEBBIHOCUMOM 00JIbIO, CO clie3aMU, OPHI3HYBIIIMMHU Ha KOJIBYYTY, TOHSJI, YTO OH
— xankuit Tpyc! U BoT Teneps — oH oAtk yoexan! Tpyc!; He coansisi Temmna, Xenar moBepHy/cs
u mobexan ooparno. Jpyry HyxHa nomois! Torasko 661 ycrieTs! Tosbko OBl yCTIETh TPUKPHITH €T0
CIIUHY!

Korma 3ampixaBumiicss THoM mpuOexkan k creHe, KoHaH cupen Ha kamMHe. Med ero mo-
NpeXHEMY TOKOMJICS B HOXKHAX, HO JIUIIO ONIeCTEN0 OT MOTa.

— CrpamHoBaro TaM... — XpUIUIO CKa3al KuMmMmepuen. — Hukoro Her, a cTpax
HaBaJMBaeTcs, OyITo ckajna. Toro u misiiu pa3JaBuT. ..

['HOM, TSKENO AbIa, IPUCET PAIOM.

— KoHnan, — ¢ Tpynom BBITOBOPHUJI OH, — U3BHUHHU, YTO 4...

— ToI MoIOZIETL, UTO CyMel BEpHYThCS, — KOHaH XJIOMHYI €ro Mo IIeyy.

— CkoubKo pa3 oberan cede He CaauThesl pAIoM, — MPOBOpUAl Xerart, HOJHUMASCh C 3eMJIH.
OH oTKarui noJajblie OUH U3 KAMHEH, CE U TAKKO B3JOXHYIL.

— 3HaA4YUT, TaM HUKOTO HET?

— S mporien maroB ABECTU M HUKOTO HE BCTpeTHII, — mpodopmoTai KoHaH, BeITHpas TIOT CO
n6a, — HO CTpaxy HaTepIiecs. ..

— CrpaHHO... MHE CEHWYac KaXKETCs, 4TO KAaKOW-TO MEPTBEL, BPOJE HAIIECTO BHUCEIbHUKA-
KOJIZIyHa, CTOUT Ha TOM CTOPOHE U coOupaercs. ..

Xenar BOPYr BCKOYMI MU coOpayicsi Oexarb, HO, 3aMETHUB YKOPU3HEHHBIA B3NS ApYyra,
3aCcTaBUJI C€0s1 BHOBb YCECTHCSI HA KAMEHb.

— 51 6or0Ch. .. — mporrenTan oH. — S HUKOTJa HEe CMOTY, BOWTH TyJa. ..

— Torma s oy onuH. Tl MHE pacCKaXKelllb, KaK MPOUTH K COKPOBUIIAM. . .

— Hert! 4l onun He octanycs! S yoery... Mnu ctpax yObeT MeHs. ..

— Hy, Tl MOXeIb TONOKAaTh MEHS B IPYromM MecTe... JlaBai noroopumcs. ..

— Her! He Opocaii mens, Konan, — ene ciblliHO cka3an rHoM. — He Opocaif... s yxe
3apakeH CTPAXOM... 51 Oymy OosiThCs Besje!

Konan nmoynoGHee ycesncs Ha yriioBaTOM KaMHE, OKUHYJ B30POM ChIPbIE CBOIIBI TOHHESI.

— Toraa TOABKO OMH BBIXOA... — B Pa3yMbe CKa3aJl OH. — TOJBKO OMH.

— Kakoii?

— TpenupoBka.



Xermar Boien B oonako. Tyman. Otkyna 3aech Tyman? UTo TyT TauTcs, YKPBIBIIMCH MOKPBIM
oenbiM mosioroM? Kak B TsKEJIOM KOIIMapHOM CHE, MEepEe/IBUTall OH HEMOCIYIIHbIE, BAaTHBIE HOTH.
Hano waru. Hapno nBurarbcs, HECMOTpPS HA TO, YTO XOJIOACKOT PYKH W TPYIHO J1bimars. OH
MIOMBITAJICS TIIYOOKO B3JIOXHYTh, HO TOPJIO mepexBaTuil cma3Mm. Tyr cmepTh! CMepTh OT YAYIIIbAL
CxBaruBUIMCh 3a ropyio, Xemar ynaid Ha KojeHH. OH IIMPOKO OTKPBUI POT M C CWJIOM BTSAHYI
XOJIOJTHBIN, HACBHIITICHHBIM BiIaroi Bo3ayX. [Ipuxomuiock 3acTaBisaTh JieTKue padoTark. Bmox-BeIIoxX.
Brox-Beinox. Crano Hemuoro Jjierde. Ho nocnpimanuce maru. Kro-to npubnukanca. HeBuaumelii B
TymMaHe Bpar. Uynosuire. Bo3M0OXXHO OAWH U3 T€X, KTO LIATAET, TEPSs THUIOUIYIO ILIOTh. ..

['HOM c Tpynom BeIIpsMuUiCiS. Huuero He BHUIHO, HO 3BYK, KaKeTCs, UIET OTTyda... OH
MOBEPHYIICS, IMPUTOTOBUBIIMCH BCTPETUTH CTPAIIHOIO Bpara JuioM K jauny. Onsare mard...
nmo3aau... Ero okpyxaror! Xemar modyBCTBOBaJ, KAaK 3aIICBEJIUJIMCh BOJIOCHI Ha 3aTbUIKE. Pyku
npoxanu. JloHeccs 3amax rHWId. MUr CIycTs, €ro OKyTajl Y»KacHbI cMpajl, OyITO OH HaXOQuJCs B
CKJIEIIE, KyJla HEJABHO MOJIOKUIIN HECKOJIBKO TOKOWHHUKOB.

Mepteeust! Ero okpyxaroT meprBenbl! CkOpo, CKOPO OH YBUJIUT HX BBICJICHHBIE YEPBIMHU
ma3a. X OTKpBITBIE MACTH AOXHYT 3JIOBOHHEM... & IOTOM... A TTIOTOM, OHU BIPBI3YyTCS B €T0 IJIOTh
1 OyJyT pBaTh €€ Ha YacTH.

HecuacTHblli THOM TMOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOAHOE NPUKOCHOBEHME K cnuHe. C KPUKOM OH
oOepHyJCs, HO 1033 HUKOTO He Obulo. Bomochl Ha rojoBe Teneph MIEBEIUIUCH HEMPECTAHHO.
Onars TPUKOCHOBEHHE XOJIONHBIX PYK... KTO-TO c3amu mbiTaeTcs 0OXBaTUThH e€ro mer. Kakoii
cmpan! Heuem apimars! Celyac, ceryac B HETO BONBIOTCS JKEITHIC KIIBIKA MEPTBEIOB!..

Xerar BHOBb ynajl Ha KOJICHHU. Te€JI0 OTKa3bIBaJOCh CIYKUTh. beCCUIIBHO ONMYCTHJIMCh PYKH.
N3 TymaHa MEIJIEHHO BBILIBIBAJIO OTBPATUTEIBHOE JIMIO MEpTBELA. B ma3HUIaX MIEBEIUIIUCH
yepBU. TeMHBIN MPOBaJl OTKPBITOTO pTa U3phIrall TAKOM cMpall, 4yTo mmnaino masza. [loutu tepss
CO3HaHUE, THOM YBHUJEN KOCTSAHBIE PYKH, TPOTSIHYTHIE K €10 TOPIY.

O Ooru! D10 xoneu. Emy, Xenary, mociegHeMy rHomy u3 kijaHa BapmuHa, cyxJ1€eHO OBITh
pacTep3aHHbIM OXMBIIMMHU MepTBenamu! Uto ocrtaercs? 3akpbITh Ia3a U HE BUICTh... A Kak
noctynui 01 Konan? Toxke 3akpput miaza? Takke ymai Obl Ha KoJieHu?!

W rHOM omnyTui, cuiy. Toibko mepea HEMUHYEMOW THOeNbI0 TOSBISETCS Y KUBBIX CYIIECTB
3Ta CUJla — TOCJEAHss, OT4YasHHAas TOMBITKAa JKW3HU 3alMTUTh cebs. OTka3bBaeT
napajnu30BaHHBIA Y)KacOM pa3yM — OH OOJIbIlie HE HYXKEH: Tenepb BceM ympanisieT cuia! Mcuezaet
MPUBBIYHOE YYBCTBO CAMOCOXPAHEHHUS — OHO TOJIBKO MTOMEIIIAET B MOCJIEIHEH, CTpalHoil OMTBe 3a
xu3Hb! U crmabbie cTaHOBSATCS OOTrarhIpsMH, TPYCIUBBbIE — XpalOpelnamu, T€, KTO HHUKOI/a He
JEPHKAIl B pyKaX OPYkKHUsl — UCKYCHBIMUA BOMHAMH.

W3naB 3pI4HBIN O0E€BOM KJIMY, THOM BCKOUWJI, CXKUMAs B pyKe KMHKai. baboukol mopxai oH mo
TOHHEJIO, HAHOCS yAapbl BO BceX HampaBiaeHusX. OH KOJIOJ, pyOuI1, MUHAJN, IPbIraldl U METAJICS, KaK
JTVKWH 3BEPb...

[locTeneHHO CTpPaHHBIM TyMaH PacCesICs, & HUKAKUX IOJYCTHUBIIMX MEPTBEIOB BOKPYI HE
okazanock. Tskeno Jpiiia, Xenar OCTAaHOBUJICA B HeloyMeHUU. OH TOTOB OBbLI MOKJISCTHCS, YTO
CTaJb pyOuiia KOCTH, yaapbl OTOpachIBAJIM YbU-TO TSXKEIbIE TEA.

Huxoro Het? Huxoro u He 0bu10? Tosnbko cTpax? OH OopoJics HE ¢ MEpPTBELIaMU, OH OOPOJICS C
COOCTBEHHBIM CTPaXOM.

— Otnuno, apyr Moii! — cka3zan KoHaH, moxJionsiBasi rHOMa Mo IUieqy, NpeayCMOTPUTEIBHO



MIPUJEPKUBASL €10 APYIOM PYKOH.

— Uto 370 OBLTO? — TpoXpumen Xenar. — MHe Ka3aioch...

— D710 OBLT TIpOCTO cTpax. OauH TONBKO cTpax. Thl cymen modeauTh. Ellle HECKOIbKO TaKUX
TPEHUPOBOK, U ThI OyJ€IIb TOTOB UITH Jaiblie!

— A 1b1? — ['HOM MOAHSII HA JIpyra 3aTyMaHeHHbI B30p. — Tebe cTpammo?

— Koneuno, ctpanmmo. Ho MHe nerde — g Mory B Jit000OH MOMEHT BbI3BaTh y ceOsSl TO
COCTOSIHHE, KOTOPOE MPHUILIO K TeOe B KoHLE. Y Hac B KuMMepuu MHOTHE BOMHBI YMEIOT B HYKHBIE
MOMEHTBIL, YTO HA3bIBAETCS, BIIaJaTh B Oe3yMHUe.

— bepcepku? — TuUXO cpocHs THOM. — Sl CIbllal O TakuX... 3HAYMUT, 3TO U €cTh?..
Tenepkb... oepcepk?
— Hy, moutn, — Konan ynwsiOHyNcs. — Tenepb OTIO0XHEM M HEMHOIO 3aKycuM. Moxkem

c/eJiaTh 3TO C TOU CTOPOHBI CTCHBI.

HeckosbKO KOJIOKOJIOB CHYCTS JApYy3bsl, W3HEMOras OT CTpaxa, MPOIBUTajuch MO ciIado
OCBEIIICHHOMY TOHHEI0. PacTenwnii myro Tyt ObUTO Kyaa MeHblre. Kpome Toro, Xemar 3aMeTHII, 94TO
OHU BSIHYT U OCBINAIOTCH.

Bcenoronaronmii crpax, BEpOATHO, JCWCTBOBA U HA HUX.

C Tex mop Kak Jpy3bs BCTYNIJIM B 3a0pOIIEHHOE, JaBHO OMYCTEBIlEEe LAapcTBO BapMmmuHa,
JeACHSAUMNA CTpax HE OTIYCKaJl HU Ha MUT. [ HOMY NPUXOAUIOCH HECKOJIBKO pa3 BbI3bIBATH y ceOs
cocrosinne oepcepka. [lociie 3Toro crpax Ha Bpems pacceuBaiics, orcTynaji. KonaH ToJapko yrupan
MOT CO J10a — 3TO ObUI €IMHCTBEHHBIN IPU3HAK TOTO, UYTO EMY TOXKE CTPAILHO.

— CokpoBullHMLIA TaMm, — Xemar MaxHyl BsUIod pykodl Ha crteHy. — Ckopo Oyzmer
pPa3BETBIICHUE. DTH MECTA 51 XOPOILO MOMHIO.

Jlpoxka BceM TeJIoM, OH OCTaHOBUJICS. B3misa ero HanoaHumics 6e3yMmueM.

— Tawm, 3a ymiiom, TaM CTOHT...

— Ja, g gyyBCcTBYy10... — npoxpuries KoHan, — HO, CKOpee BCEro, TaM HHKOTO HET... OJqHaKo
IPUTOTOBUTHCS HEOOXOIUMO.

Teepaoii pykold OH OOHaXXKMJI M€Y M TOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK OTCTYNHWJ, CBEXHUICS CTpax.
Heckonbko pa3 miyOOKO B3JIOXHYB, OH HECJBIIIHO IpoOeXaj paccTOsHUuEe, A0 TOI0 MecTa, IIe
TOHHEJIb MEPEeCceKascs ¢ IpyruMm, 0ojiee IMPOKUM, W HMCYE3 3a yIIoM. Xemnar 3Hai, yTo KonaH
pAIOM, 4YTO OH CPaXKAaeTCsl C MOHCTPOM... MM CO CTPaxOM, HO IIaHWKAa OT OJWHOYECTBA
3aXJIECTHYNIA, KAK MYTHAas BOJIHA.

OnuH... 'HOM nonsITancs cxkarb KyIIakH, HO ITaJIbLbl HE CIYIIAIKCH.

OnuH, THI TENEpPb OAUH, — TBEPAMUJ KTO-TO y HEro B rojoBe. KoHaH ucues, Thl €ro 0oJiblie He
yBUAUIb. Thl — OAMH. A OAHOMY TYT HE BBDKUTH. TeOs CKOpO OOCTYIAT MOJYCTHHUBIIME
MepTBelbl... OHH yxe uAyT... OHu Onu3Ko. ..

Xenar 3actonain. [ ne xe npyr? Ilouemy ero HeT Tak gosro? U mouemy tak Tuxo?

Konan, nmepeBoss IbIxaHue, MoKa3ayics n3-3a ynia. Baoxun med B HOKHBIL E1ie pa3 B3JOXHYIL.

— Tam HUKOrO HET...

Xermnar u3 MOCJIEIHUX CUJI YXBaTWJICS 3a OFPOMHYIO PYKy apyra. OHa — 3Ta MoumHas pyka,
MOKpBITasi OyrpaMy MBI U paMaMu, — €ro eAMHCTBeHHas ornopa. Toapko 0b1 Konan He Opocun
€ro 3/IECh, B IAPCTBE CTpaxa.



— S mymaro, MbI ONMHM3KH K 11e7H. .. — nporoBopui Konan. — [loxoxe, 94TO TOT, KTO HAChUIaeT
y)Kac, TJe-TO HEMOAAIEKY.

Xenar ¥ caM: 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO TEP3AIOLIMK UX IYIIM CTPaxX YBEIUUYUIICS HEUMOBEPHO. Ternepn
naxe KoHaHy — 3akaJleHHOMY BOMHY — HE€ XBaraJio AbixaHud. [laxke y Hero mHorma — Xenar
3aMETUJI 3TO C YAUBJIECHHEM — JApokanu pyku. Ho mar kummepuiinia mo-mpexHEMY OCTaBajCs
TBEPJIbIM, a B3IVISIJ] XOJIOAHBIM, KaK JIEIHUK, B KOTOPOM, OTpa)kaeTcsi CUHee HeOo.

BuenuBumcs B pyKy JnApyra, Kak HCHOyraHHbIi peOeHOK, Xemar ¢ TpYyIoM IepeaBUral
oTsDKeseBIre Horu. Caroru, Kak KaMeHHbIE. .. Ofexaa — TSHKKUM IPy3 Ha IUiedax. ..

Heckonbko pa3 oHM Tepecekalid €CTeCTBEHHOTO MPOMCXOKICHHS TMEepbl — OOJbIMe U
MaJICHbKHE, CBEpKAIOIIMe KPacoTOM, U TeMHBIE, OyATO OrpOMHBIC, ITycThie O0ukn. Ho He ObuTO cui
naxe noaHATh B30p. lllapkas Horamu, Ipy3bps U3 MOCIEAHUX CUJI IPOABUTAIIACH BIIEPE.

— Tenepsb Oynet HeOOMbIIAS TIEHEpa. .. TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, — XpUIIE]I THOM, — TaM, 3a TPOHOM...
BXOJl B TIOTAWHOM. .. TOHHEJb... U TaM... COKpPOBHIIA.

Tsoxeno npima, Konan 3actaBui cedst omisaaeTbesi. OHM CTOSUTM Yy BXOZla B HEOOJIBIIYIO TEIIEPY,
SABHO MCKYCCTBEHHOIO MPOUCXOXKJIeHUs. CTapaHUsIMU HCKYCHBIX KAMHETECOB, U3 CTEH BBICTYNAJHU
TeMHbIE JUKU 4YyaoBuil. CBoj omepuicss 3y0amMu OrpOMHOTO MOHCTpA, C S3bIKa KOTOPOTO B
MOJICTABIICHHYI0O KAMEHHYIO Yallly Kamana Boga. B obmiem, ecnu 01 KoHan mor ceifuac roBOpHTS,
OH ObI CKa3aJ, YTO TPOHHBIN 31 MPOU3BOAUT MPAuYHOBATOE BIIEUATICHUE.

Y npoTHBOMONOKHOMW CTEHBI BO3BBINIAJICS MACCHUBHBIA KaMEHHbIM TpoH. Crosume psaaom
UJI0JIBI YTPIOMO CMOTPEIU Ha MMYTHUKOB PYOMHOBBIMHU TJIa3aMH.

Crpax HakpsiBaa jaBuHOW. CTOWJIO JApPY3bsIM CHENaTh HECKOJBKO IIArOB, KAaK Ha HHUX
oOpylmMJIach Takasi BOJIHA HEMEPEHOCHUMOTO, CBOMSIIETO C yMa yxkaca, 4yTo Xemar, BCKPUKHYB,
noTeps1 co3HaHue, a KoHaHn co cToHOM 00xBaTwuil pykaMu ToJioBy. B miazax moremueno. Ha rybax
YyBCTBOBAJICSI IPUBKYC KPOBU. B BUCKax myabcupoBaia 00b.

Crucnys 3yos1, Konan 3actaBuii ce0st B3SISIHYTh Ha TPOH. DTO JIOJDKHO OBITH TaM. .. cTouHUK
CBOJISIIETO € ymMa yxaca... HekTo, pacrpocTpaHsonmii MyTHBIE BOJIHBI HEITIEPEHOCUMOTO CTpaxa. ..

Tsxeno apiia, 4yBCTBYS, Kak MO CIUHE PydbsiMU CcTpyuTcs noT, Konan, mpeBo3moras ceods,
IBUHYJCA BIIEpE. YKAc ylnapuil ¢ YTPOEHHOW CHIIOW. [ MTaHT, marasce, ¢ TpyaoM YIEpKUBAJICS Ha
HOTax.

HyxHO Bcero nuib JOMTU J0 TPOHA M B3MAaxXHYTh MEUOM... Bpsa JIn 3TO CyIIECTBO CMOXET
3auMuarsed. .. Ero opyxune — crpax. M ecnu npeonolieTs crpax, To...

CocpenorounBimch, Konan 3actaBuil cedsi BOUTH B HYKHOE€ cocTosiHue. BapBapa-0epcepka
He ucnyrarb! Med MOoTHHEN CBEPKHYI B €TO PYKE.

N3naBasi HedesioBEYECKOE pPhIYaHUE, KUMMEpPHUEL, C NOAHATBIM MEUYOM, IIar 3a IIaroM
npubnuxkancs Kk Tpony. Jowtu u youts! YOuTh 3TO CyiecTBo, Tep3atoiee ero ayury! IloGexmaas
y’Kac cocTosiHueM Oepcepka, Konan noctur, HakoHell, TPOHa.

Mep3skasi, TOKpbITasi CIW3bI0 MHOTOHOXKKA — pa3ayTasi, Kak MOPCKOM €X, Cyda JlalmKaMH,
Jexalia Ha CHJACHbE JIpeBHETO TpoHa. Ee 35100Hble KpacHbIE IIa3KU HEMPEPHIBHO MYILCUPOBAIIH,
ucroyasi Takoil yxkac, yto Konan Ha mur nunmiics co3Hanus. Ho morydas Bojsi BouHa-0epcepka
BBIpBaJIa €10 U3 TEMHOTHL, U, COOpaB MOCJIEIHUE CUJIbI, OH OITYCTUJI M€Y Ha MEP3KOE CYIIECTRO.

bpe3Hyna TeMHas )KUAKOCTh. J|BE MOJIOBUHKHA TBApU W3BHUBASICh, 3aTUXAJIM HA OCKBEPHEHHOM
TpoHe. [ 1a3a, MTHOBeHHUE Ha3aJ U3y4yaBilie YOUNCTBEHHYIO HEHABUCTD, TOTYCKHEIH.

N ctpax ornyctui. Mcues, pacras, kak Tymad Ha BeTpy. [Ipekparuiiocs naBieHre Ha MO3L
Hacrtan Mur, a MOXXeT, BEUHOCTh, OnaxkeHHOTo mokos. KoHan miyOOKo B3JOXHYT M ¢ OOJerdYeHUeM
paccmesics.



— Mpb1 nobeann! — KPUKHY OH 3alleBeIUBLIEMYCS APYyry. — Mbl modeauiin 3Ty TBapb! Mbl
nmooeauau crpax!

OH BBICOKO MOJHSI M€Y U BHOBB 3aCMESICH.

— Ko 310 66117 — Xenar ¢ TpyaoM MOAHSIICS.

Crpax oTmyckan €ro MeIJIEHHO, HEOXOTHO. Ho THOM 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO KCYE3JI0 INIABHOE —
ycye3 UCTOYHUK yKaca, U Ternepb Bce OyaeT xoporio. — Kro swce 310? OTKyna oH B3sIics?

— Kakas-to Hebonpmas TBaps... — KoHaH ykazan meyoMm Ha octaHku. — Kro 3HaeT, oTkyna
OHA BBIOJI3JA... PAHBIIE S HU O YEM MTOOOHOM HE CJIbIIA.
— 4 cnpmman... — mnpomentan THoM. — Kaxkercs, s ciapnman... B crapoit nereniue

TOBOPHUJIOCH O YHCTOM Y)Kace, 3aMypOBaHHOM B Hejpax Trophl. Jlerenaa macuia, 4To MoOeAUTh €T
HEBO3MO)XHO... YTO HUKTO HUKOIJA €r0 HE BUAEH... 4 T€, KTO MOAXOAUJ K €ro JIOTOBY CIIHIIKOM
ONMM3KO, — CXOOWJIM C yMa WIM yMHpalud. A Jpyras JieTeHJa paccKasbiBaja, 4TO OJWH BOUH
CpasuJICs C 3TUM Y)KacoM, HO mpourpai... M TaMm 3Ta TBapb ONMUCHIBAJIACh KAK Y)KACHBIM BEJIMKAH C
MHOXECTBOM PYK U TOPSIIAM, KaK YTrOJibsl, B3IJISIOM.

— A BeJIMKaH OKa3aJics KO3siBKOW, — ycMmexHyicsa Konan.

— Jla OHO W MOHSTHO, — MOPOAOJIKUJI THOM, — BEJIMKaH MOOEXJAeT CUJIOW, a BOT Takas
MEpP30CTh MOIVIa JEHCTBOBATh TOJIBKO CTPAXOM.

— HMenHo B cTpaxe — ee cuia. Ho He mopa in HaMm 3aHsAThesl cokpoBulnaMu? — KoHaH ¢
MHTEPECOM omsiielics. — Sl He BUIKY HUKAKOIO BXOJa B COKPOBHUIIHUILY.

— Bxon — 3a TpoHOoM. Hy)KHO OTOIBHHYTH €TO B CTOPOHY. ..

Jpy3bsi IEperIIHYIUCH.

— Opnako »To OyAeT He MpocTas 3ajja4ya, — Xerar rmodecall 3aTbUIOoK.

Konan npukunyn Bec TpoHa. Jla, CIBUHYTh €10 ¢ MeCTa — BCE PABHO, YTO MOIHATH CJIOHA!

— Kak »xe BapMuH BXonui B COKpOBUIIHUILY?

— Ilpuxomun OTpsiJ caMbIX CUIIBHBIX THOMOB ¢ BepeBkaMu. OHU B T€UEHHUE JHS BO3UIIUCH C
TPOHOM, | JIUIIIH K BeYepy MPOXOJ OKA3bIBAJICS CBOOOIEH.

— Hy, uro %, monpobyem BaBoeM U 0e3 BepeBok? — KoHaH cephe3HO MOCMOTPEIN Ha CBOETO
MAaJIEHBKOTO CITYTHHUKA.

Jpy3bst yriepianuch HOTaMHU B 3eMJII0, @ pyKaMHu B TPOH. 3aKpsXTesl Xerar, B3AYJIUCh MBIIIIbI Y
KonaHa, HO pe3Has kaMeHHas [IbI0a Take He MollleBeNniIach. Yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs CTaJlo SICHO,
YTO CIABUHYTH TPOH HE yaacTcs. KoHaH KpsiKHYI ¢ jocajibl. Xenar BUHOBAaTO OMYyCTHJ ToJjioBy. OH
JOJDKEH ObLI MoAyMarb O TOM, Kak J00parbesi 10 COKpoBHUIHUILI! HO 4TO TyT MOXHO ObUIO
npuaymars? [Ipurnacuts 3apaHee 4en0BeK J€CsITh KOMIAHbOHOB?..

— A 3a YTO OHU LEIUISIN BepeBKU? — KoHaH cMOTpes Ha TPOH.

JlefcTBUTEIBHO, pe3Has IIbi0a HE MMeNa BBICTYNOB U CTOsUIa BIUIOTHYIO K cTeHE. UTOOBI
0OBsI3aTh TPOH, €r0 CJIEI0BAJIO XOTs ObI ClieTKa OTOABUHYTh OT cTeHbl. KoHaH Ope3nuBo cOpocui
VBSIIIIME OCTAaHKKW MHOTOHOXKHW U, CMaxXHYB IbUTh, CTaJI OIIYIbIBATh YKPAIICHHYIO pe3b00i1 CIIMHKY.

— Jla oHM %€ — OmHO 1enoe! — BOCKJIMKHYI OH, CEpAUTO IAnd Ha Xemara. — TpoH He
MPOCTO CTOUT BIJIOTHYIO K CTEHE — OH BBICEUEH M3 CKaJibl, Kak Bce 3T yynosuia! Kak sta Mmopa
HaBepxy!

— Heyxenu mens oomanynu?! — 3abopmoTan THOM. — MHeE TOBOPHUIIH, YTO COKPOBHIIA 3a
TPOHOM...

— Uto0?! — 3apeBen Konan. — Tak Tbl cam ux naxe He Buzaen? Tede roBopuin?!

— S BUAen ux, — ropJ0 BBIIPSIMUBIIMCH, MPOU3HEC XEMAT, — HO B CTAPOM XPAHUJIUIIE.
O w3 Moux OparbeB ObUl cTpaxkxemM. OH BOAWJI MEHS W TOKa3biBal... S BUAEHT CYHIYKH,



HAIOJIHEHHBIC KaMHSMH, 30JI0TOM... S| 3amyckan B HMX PyKH... — B J0Ka3areiabCTBO THOM
noka3an KoHany mo3zonucteie gagoHu. — [loTOM BBIIOJIOMIM HOBYIO MELIEPY, B HEE NEPEHECIU
COKPOBHIIA U CHPSATAIN 3a TpPOHOM. Tak MHe ckazan Opar!

['HOM pacrnpaBWJI TOHUKILINE [UIEYH:

— Xermar, nocJIeIHUM U3 KilaHa BapmuHa, HUKOTIa HE OMYCTUTCA JI0 JIKH !

— JlagHo, — cMmsryasce, ckasan KoHaH, — BO BCSAKOM cCiydae, s Iymaro, 4TO OTpsf C
BEPEBKaMU MPUXOAWIT TOJBKO JUIsI TOr0, YTOOBI MOPOYUTH TOJIOBY. TyT HOMKEH OBITh KaKOW-TO
cekpert. bynem uckars. ..

CekpeT okazajyicsi IPOCThIM, HO YTOOBI OTHICKATh €0 JAPY3bsIM MOTPEOOBATIOCH MHOTO BPEMEHHU.
B crene, Hefaneko oT TpoHa, HAIIEJICS «BOJILICOHBIN» kKaMeHb. HamaBuB Ha Hero, KoHaH mpuBesn B
JIBUKEHHUE CUCTEMY PhIYAroB U MPOTUBOBECOB. Ka3aiock, B caMbIX HEJIpax TOpbl 4YTO-TO 3aBOPUAIIO,
3aCKPEXKETAIIO0, 3 IBUTAIOCH.

MeyieHHO ¥ HEXOTSI 4acTh CT€HBI BMECTE C TPOHOM M HJOJaMU C PYOMHOBBIMM IJIa3aMu
BBIIBUHYNACh Briepea. OTKPbUICS HEOOIBIION TEMHBIH J1a3.

[Iyro B mpoxone He pociu, U Xemnar 3amaiui (akes, KOTOPhI YIOPHO HOCWJ B 3aIlJICYHOU
CYMKE.

Huskuii kopuJop mHpuBEN [py3€d B NOMEIIEHHUE, IJ€ BIOJIb CTEH CTOSUIM MAaCCHBHBIE,
OKOBAHHBIE KEJIE30M CYHIAYKH.

— Hy, BOT, — y rHOMa 3amnepimsio B TOpJi€, U OH I'YJIIKO OTKAUUISJICS, — BOT U COKPOBUIIA!

— A nouemy y BCeX CYHJIYKOB COMTBI 3aMKHU? — XMYypO nouHTepecoBaiica KoHan.

OTKUHYB KPBIIIKY ONM>KAWIIET0 CYHJIyKa, OH M3BJIEK U3 IIEIW €AUHCTBEHHBIA 3aKATUBIIMUACS
Tyna kamerniek. OcTalbHbIe CYHAYKH TakKe ObUTM MycThl [lo ymmam u mensM yaaioch HaOparhb
ropctu nBe kamHeil. Konan momuan. Xemar HempephIBHO KOCTEPHJI HEM3BECTHBIX TpaOHUTENEH,
pyrasch U Ha sI3bIke THOMOB, U Ha s3bIKe Jitofiei. Heckoiabko 0COOEHHO UTMHHBIX MPOKIATHN OH
MIPOU3HEC HA JIPEBHEM SA3BIKE «OGKUBYIIMX PAIOM).

— TlocToit, — cka3ayn KoHaH, — TbI, TOMHUTCS, XOTeJ JIOOBITH €llle KaKyl-TO Bellp... Korma
MBI OTIIPABUJIMCH 38 KHUIOM. ..

— D70 BOJIEOHBIN OCOX, — TPYCTHO CcKa3zasi Xenar, — HO 0€3 KHUTU OH OeCIOJIe3€H... 1a U
MCKaTh ero noiro... Hagoenmn mue nonzemenss! JlaBHO g COTHIIA HE BUAEIL. ..

Konan enBa HE TuImMIICA 1apa peyu.

— UT0OBI THOM TOBOPUII, YTO €My HAJ0€NH Moa3eMenbs?!

— S, HaBepHOE, TIJIOX0H THOM... W CIIMIIKOM A0JITO KUJl cpeau Jroaen. S momoou comume. S
TaK TOCKOBAJI [0 HEMY IMTOCJIEAHEE BPEMHL. . .

— 3aro 31ech, MoJ 3eMiiei, Thl Hayuwics nmoodexnaars crpax! — Konan 3aHec ObUIO pyKY,
YTOOBI TOXJIONATH JIpyra Mo IJIeuy, HO BOBPEMS OCTaHOBUJICA.

Jlosiroe Bpems Jpy3bsa MOJT4a CUAENIN Ha MYCThIX cyHAyKax. [Topa Obuio Bo3Bpamarscesl.

— Hy, uro x, — cka3ay, HakoHell, KoHaH, pa3misiipiBas HalJICHHBIE CAMOIIBEThI, — YTOOBI
KaK CJIeyeT MOTYIsITh U MOBECEIUTHCS, HAM XBAaTUT. A TMOTOM I[OE€IEM OTKambIBaTh TOPIIOK C
anmaszamu!
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