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Peka 320BeHUs

OobuTtanuine opaxkylia OXpaHsJIOCh HE Xy:K€ KOPOJIEBCKOTO JIBOpIia. Y BXOla Masyuja CTpaxa,
3aKphIBas anebapAaamMu U 0e3 TOro HaIIyXo 3amepThie BopoTa. Jlanblie men HeOOoIbIIoN MOIICHBIN
JIBOPUK, U — OIISITh OXpaHa. M y» cCOBceM ceM HU K ueMy ObUIN JICHUBBIE, 3AKUPEBIIME CTPAKHUKHU
y IBEpEU B CBATUIIMILE.

Hom Benuxoro Ilpeackazarens cTosil Ha HEOOJBIIOM yTece, W BBIPYOJICHHBIE B CKaje
CTYNEHbKU ObUTM UCTEPTHl MHOTUMHU TMOAOIIBAMHU MPUILEANIMX U3aleKa MPOCUTENEeH, HEPEMEHHO
Kenaronmx y3Hath Oynymee. CaMo 31aHue ObUIO HEBEJIMKO — OPaKYJ KHUJI B OAUHOYECTBE U JTIOOUTT
HeOoJbllMe, TeCHble ToMmenieHus. K 1oMy MpUMBIKANIO CBATWIMINE — MAaJeHbKOE TOXOKee Ha
CKJIENl CTPOEHUWE, OIATh K€, C HaIyX0 3amnepThiIMU JABEpbMU. HeMHorne w3 mnpocurenei,
NOOBIBABIIIME B 3TOM CKJIENE, pacCKa3blBall O HEM TOJBKO IIEMIOTOM, W MYIIMBO OIVISAbIBASICH HA
nBepu. VX moBecTBOBaHUSIM HE TO, YTOOBI BEPUJIU... HO K OPaKyly M €ro CBSTHJIUIILY, BBHICIYIIIAB
pacckas, OTHOCUJIUCH C eIle OOJIbIIMM YBak€eHHeM. [ 0BOpUIIM, B YACTHOCTH, YTO CaMO CBSITUJIUIIE
HaXOJIUTCS TITYOOKO BHU3Y, B HUIIIE, BHIPYOJIEHHOU B TOJIIE KaMHs, a HABEPXY — TOJBKO BXOJI.

N 4uro — yxe TaM, BHH3y — €CTh €IIe HECKOJIbKO 3alepThIX ABEPEil, HM3-3a KOTOPBIX
pa3aroTcsl CTPAaHHbBIE CTEHAHWS, WU 4YTO 3BYKHM O3TU H3JIAIOT SIBHO HE YEJIOBEYECKHE IIIOTKHU.
[IlenTanu, 4TO Opakyl TOJBKO OIHOTO W3 THICAYM MYCKAET 3a4EM-TO B CBITWJIMIIE, 4 UHOINA H
OCTAaBJISIET TaM Ha HOYb, IOCJIE YETO YEIOBEK MEHSIETCS JI0 HEY3HABAEMOCTH.

«Kak 3T0 — [0 HEy3HaBaeMOCTH? — CHpallMBaJM paccKa3uWka. — A BOT, Tak...
Henus3BecTHO... Ho, 4To ceneet 3a omy HOUb — 3TO TOYHO!»

A ele HUXKE, COBCEM YK€ Y KOpHEW 3€MHBIX, TPOTEKAET uepHas peka — Peka 3a0OBeHus, U KTO
BBINILET BOJBI U3 TOM PEKH, 3a0y/IEeT, KTO OH TAKOW U KaK €r0 3BaTh-BEINYaTh.

«/la oTkyna ke M3BECTHO, YTO PEeKa TaM MPOTEKAET, €CIM BCE, KTO TaM ObLI M MHJ — BCE
HaMpo4b 3a0bUTH»? — CTIPAIMBAIN 0CO00 JOTOIIHBIE.

«Ctano ObITh, — OTBEUAJl PacCKa34MK, HE BCE, KTO ObUI y PEKU — MIJIK BOMLY €€, YEPHYIO.
Kro-10 1 moocTepercs».

OmHaxapl B TaBepHy TosicToro Acnankapuba, 4to Ha okpaune Illaguzapa, 3abpen
MOJIyCyMacIlieIIIM CTpaHHUK, YTBEPKIABLIM, YTO OH MOObIBaN B MOA3EMENbAX CBATWIMIA. OH
TaK M CKa3aj; «B MOI3EMENbIX», a, 3HAUYUT, TaM, BHU3Y HE OJHO MOMEIICHUE, TYCKJIO OCBEIIEHHOE
CBEUaMH TOJIIMHOW B HOTY CJIOHA, & HECKOJIbKO. MOXKET, Jlaxke €CTh XOJ B CaMble HEJpa 3eMJIH,
MOTOMY YTO, U3 CBSITWJIMINA MHOTJA MOMAaXUBAE€T CEPOil, a ObIBAET, U BOBCE BBIPHIBAIOTCS T'yCTHIE
KJIyObl IbiMa. M B 3TOM cilydae, oxpaHa MOCHENIHO YOeraeT Ha HaBETPEHHYIO CTOPOHY yTeca, 3Hasl,
YTO HU OJUH BOP HUKOIZA HE MOJIE3ET B KHIJIHIIE OpaKyla U YTO JIOM €r0, U CBATHIMIIE MOXXHO U
BOBCE HE OXPaHSTh.

3ameIuero B TaBEPHY CTPAaHHUKA, KOHEYHO K€, YTOCTWJIA BHHOM M JIEIENIKAMH, U JOJITO
paccrpanmBaid. OIHAKO OH OBICTPO 3aXMeEJeNl U MOHEC COBCEM YK€ UEeIyXy, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE
CTaJ CIyIaTh, 3a MCKIIOYEHUEM, MOXKaTyd, OJHOTO CMYIJIOTO KXKAHUHA C XUTPBIMU PACKOCBIMU
ia3aMu, OIETOT0 B KOTJIA-TO OOraryro, a HbIHE JIOBOJIBHO MOTpenaHHyro ofexay. KOxaHuHa 3Banu
Kynrap. bbut oH KOTrj1a-TO OXpaHHUKOM MPEKPACHOM, FOHON KHSKHBI, HO MTOCJIE MOXUIICHUS KHSKHBI
KOJITyHOM-CaTUPOM, TIOTEPsUT padoTy U mpuiienwics K kumMmepuiiity Konany — ObiBiieMy BOpY,



nupary u, BOoOIIe, UCKATEeI0 MPUKIIOUeHU. BapBap-kuMMepuer, He MOT JIOJITO CHAETh Ha OJJHOM
MECTe€ W HE€ MOT MOAOJNTY CIYKUTh B 4UbeW-THOO0 apMHUH, TaK Kak, HE JIIOOWI MOMYUHSITHCA U
HEHABUJEJ NTPUKA3bl BOEHAYAJIILHUKOB, 4, 3a0[/HO, U UX caMux. Bmecrte ¢ Konanom, Kynrap namen
Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY HEMAJIO MpUKIItoYeHU. YacTeHbKo ObIBaJI Ha BOJIOCOK OT CMEPTHU, U IaBHO MEUTal
OCTaBUTh CTPAHCTBHUS, KYNUTh HEOOJBIION 3aMOK, OCECTh Ha 3eMJle, CTaThb MNPUMEPHBIM
CEMBbSHUHOM M XO3SfMHOM. Memmana TOJIbBKO OJHAa MaJOCThb — IIOJIHOE OTCYTCTBHE JICHET HA
nokynky 3amka. Kak m Koman, Kynrap ymympsuics nporynmuBare 3a HECKOJBKO JHEW BAPYT
MOSIBUBILMECS IEHBIU, & TOTOM — MPOTPE3BEB — IOPHKO COXKAJIETh O HEKYIUIEHOM 3aMKE.

B pacckaze mnonycymacmenmero crpanHuka KynTyapa 3aumHTepecoBaia oOfHAa MEJIbKOM
OpormeHHasi ¢paza: «B d3TOW KOMHare ObUIO OONBHO TMa3zaM OT Olecka pa3OopOoCaHHBIX MOBCIOIY
JparoleHHBIX KaMHeH...» KOkaHuH TpsC 3aChINAIONIETO MhIHUILY, TBITAsICh BBIBEAATH MOIPOOHOCTH
— TJe 3Ta KOMHAaTa, Kak TyJa IMOIMacTh, HO CTPAaHHUK OOpMOTal YTO-TO O JAEMOHaX, MEPTBEIAX,
ypoOIax, COKpPYIIAIOIMX HEKUE PEIIETKH, 3aTEM YPOHHWJ TOJOBY Ha HEKPAIIEHBIA CTOJ W 3aCHYI
MEPTBEIKUM CHOM, KaK U MOJIO)KEHO MbIHOMY.

Kynrap ¢ pocagoil omisgencsi, yOeAwscs, 4TO HHUKTO M3 IOCETUTENEN HE CIbIIAI €ro
BOITPOCOB, B3BAJIMJI KOCTIISIBOIO CTPAaHHMKA Ha IIJIEY0, TOPOIUIMBO BBIIET U3 MUTEUHOIO 3aj1a U 110
CKpUIlydyell JIECTHHIE TMOMHsUICS HaBepX. Ha BropoM »sTaxke pacnoyiarajiuch KaMOpKH IS
MOCTOSUIBLEB. KynTap TOJKHYII camyro IEPBYIO IBEPb.

— 3adeM, IeMOHBI TeOs 3a0epu, Thl MPUTAIIMI CIOa 3TO Teao?! — TapKHYI Jexalumid Ha
JJABKE YEPHOBOJIOCBHIM THIAaHT, THEBHO CBEPKHYB I[Ia3aMH, B KOTOPBIX, KaK B TOPHOM O3€pe,
oTpakajiach O€3/I0HHAsi CHHEBA YMCTOro Heoa.

— He 3muce, KoHaH, — CMHUpPEHHO CcKa3all 10KaHWH, — 3TO TEJIO... 3TOT YEJIOBEK 3HAET KOe-
YTO UHTEPECHOE.

— YTO OH MOXET 3HaTh? — MPOBOPUYAJI TUTAHT, HEXOTS MOAHUMASICh U 3€Basi BO BECh POT.

— boru co3nanu Tebst mo cBoeMy nogoouto, Konan, — ckazan Kynrap, ¢ BocxuineHueM s
Ha BEJIMKOJIEMTHOE TEJIO JIpyra, CTOSABILETO TIepe]] HUM B OTHOM HaOeIpeHHOM MOBS3KE.

KonaHn BHOBb 3€BHYI U B35UT pyOalky.

— IlomHuTCs, B mOcienHee MPUKIIOUEHHUE 51 MYCTHUJICSA, YTOOBI KYNMUTh HOBYIO PYOAIKy U
canoru... He kynuiu. JleHer oHa MHe He Jana, 3aro o0emjajna ciaenarb KopojiemM! — KHUMMepHell
HEOKUJAHHO 3aX0XOTaJl.

— Jla... — ¥0KaHWH NoTep WEK, — A BUAET ITY KEHIIMHY... MeHs CIacio TOJBKO TO, YTO S
TBOU JIPYT.

— Henb34 ckazarb, 4TO s ocTajicsi BHakjajae, — mnpoaoixkan KonaH, HarsiruBas camnoru, —
Honuna octaBuiia MHE JABYX KOHEH M HECKOJBKO BepOmonoB. B oOieM, Hemnoxo. .. Tonbko. ..

— TonbKo feHbrU OT MPOAAKH BEpOIIOI0B OBICTPO KOHYMINCH, — 3aKOHYMJI MBICITH KynTap.

— Hy... B cyMke ee nomaau ObUIO HEMHOTO 30J10Ta U TOPSIIKOM cepeopa. ..

— W rne oHO? — 10’KaHWH HACMEILUTMBO BCKUHYII OPOBH.

KonaH nmoyecan B 3aTbUIKE:

— Toxke OBICTPO KOHUMIIOCH.

— BOT o3TOMY 5 M MPUTANMJI CIOZIa dTOTO CTPAHHUKA, — MHOTO3HAaYMTENBHO cKa3an Kyirap.

Tonbko 4Cepe3 HCCKOJBKO YaCOB CTAPHUK IMTPOCHYIICA U CMOI' TOBOPUTD. VBuEB nepen coboit



HCIEUPEHHOE MpaMaMH, TEMHOE OT 3arapa auno KoHaHa, €ro cBepKarmouye IpO3HOM CUHEBOMN
ra3a, OIEHHB OOrarbIpcKO€ CIOKEHHE BOWHA, CTPAaHHUK CTal BIOJHE pPa3yMHBIM,
PacCyIUTEIbHBIM U CIIOKOMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

— ¥ porapancs, 3a4yeM TBOM JOpYr MEHS HANOWJI W TPUHEC CIOJa, — Hadal OH C
TOP’KE€CTBEHHBIMH MHTOHAIUSIMU.

— He s Te6st moun! [dpyrue! — Berpsin Kynrap.

KoHaH. HEOBOJIBHO MOMOPIIMIICS, U FOKAHUH 3aMOJIK.

— ToBopH, 4TO THI 3Haclb O COKpoBHIAX Opakyna! — KoHaH BHUMAareiapHO — MPOCTO
BHUMATEIIbHO, 0€3 3JI00bI U YIrPO3bl — CMOTPEJI B IJ1a3a CTPAHHUKY, HO TOT OTYErO-TO 3aJIpOXKal U
CTaJ TOPOILIMBO PACCKa3bIBaTh, CJIOBHO OIMACAsiCh, YTO €r0 CKOPO YOBIOT U OH HE YCIIEET BBUIOKUTH
BCE, UTO 3HAET.

— Ero HazeBaror YepusiM Opakyinom uiu Bennkuwm IIpeackazarenem. OH KUBET. ..

— Kpowm! 4 3nato, rae on xuBet! — nepedust Kona.

— OpHaxpl, Oyydu elie MOJIOABIM BOMHOM, Sl IPHUILE] K HEMY 32 COBETOM. ..

KoHaH mOHsII, 4TO CTpaHHUK COOMPAETCSl pacCKa3bIBaTh MO MOPSAKY U BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX
U pelJ HE MPEensiTCTBOBaTh 3TOMY. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 4eM 0OJibllie OH OyAE€T 3HaTh MPO OpaKyia,
TeM Jydmie. OH BHOBBb JIEI Ha JIEXKAHKY, YyKa3ajl CTPAaHHHUKY MECTO Ha IIATKOW CKaMEMKe,
COCTABIIAIONIEH, BMECTE C XPOMOHOTHM CTOJIOM, BCIO MeOEJIb KOMHATHI, U TTPUTOTOBHJICS CITYIIATh.
Kynrap 3agpeman B ymy, MpUceB, MO OObIUAI0 CTEMHBIX KUTENEH, Ha KOPTOUkH. M cTapuk mosen
HETOPOIUIMBBIA pacckas, BpeMEHaMH CTpPaHHBIN, Ja)kKe HEeMpapdoNoA0OHBI, HO, KaK OH KJISJICH,
MPABAUBBIN J0 MMOCJIEIHETO CIIOBA.

— 1 ObL1 TOTIAa MOJIOJIBIM CTPOMHBIM BOMHOM. C MEUOM yMeJT YIPaBIAThCS HE XyXKe JIPYrux, a
B CTpeJIbOE U3 JIyKa MHE HE ObLJIO PaBHBIX, — CTPAHHUK MOKOCHUJICS HAa HEBEPOSITHO OIPOMHBIN Meu
Konana, BuCeBIMII HAa CTEHE, KAUUIIHYII U TPOIOJIKAI:

— JIroOun st omHy NEBYIIKY HEBEPOSTHOM KpacoThl. Hu mMeprianue JyHBI, HU CBET COJHIIA HE
MOIJIM 3aTMUTH OOXKE€CTBEHHYIO KPacoTy €€ IPEKPACHOTO JIUIIA.

Konan 3akpsixren ¢ gocansl. [loxoke, cTpaHHUK, MO 3aBEJACHHOMY pa3 M HaBCErAa OObIYaI0
BCEX JIEpBUILIEH, coOMpacs paccka3arh KpacUBYIO HCTOPHUIO, B KOTOPOU eclid 1 ObU1a mpasaa, TO —
MONpoOyi, OTHIIM €€ CPeAr KPACOUYHBIX BBIPAKEHUM, TMBIIHBIX OOOPOTOB M HAPOYUTHIX
npeyBenuueHuit. [loaromy Konan penmi Bce ke HEMHOTO MPU3EMIJIMTh BOCIAPUBIIETO K HEOEecam
JEPBHUIIIA.

— JToBopu KOpoYe M TOJBKO O J€Ny, — OpOCHJI OH, IVISIHYB Ha BIOXHOBEHHOE JIHIO
CTpaHHUKA.
— XO0poI10, — MOKOPHO CKa3ajl TOT, U MPOAOJIKUI PacCKa3 MPOCTbIM SI3bIKOM, JIMIIb WHOT/IA

CPBIBAsCh HA MBIIIHBIE 00OPOTHI.

— 30ByT MeHsI AJTUMaH, g ObUT KOTAa-TO BOMHOM U YMEJ 00palarbesi ¢ MEYOM He XyXkKe... —
MOXOXKE, OH PEIMJI HayaTh BCE 3aHOBO.

Konan 3actonasn, a Kynrap XMbIKHYI U3 CBOETO yIIa.

— B Ty nopy s pemmut B3sATh B KEHbI KpacaBully AJIKyHCY. J[€ByIlKY, ¢ KpacoTOW KOTOPOH He
MOIJIO CPAaBHUTHCA Haxe... TM, na. CII0BOM, 3aaymall s )KEHUTHCS. J[€Her s CKOMMJI J0CTaTO4YHO,
KUJTUIIE Y MEHs ObLJIO HEIJIOX0€ — JIOM B TPH KOMHATHI, C TTO/IBAJIOM U HEOOJIBIIIONW KOMHATOM MO
caMoM KpbIiei. Beero, 3Ha4MT, yeThIpe KOMHAThI OBIJIO B MOEM JoMe. BriojHe q0cTarodHo, 9To0bl
KUTb OOJIBIION, NpYyXKHON ceMbeil. OIHO CMYIAI0 — WHOT/AAa MOS HEBECTa IMpomnajana HEBECTh
KyJla Ha HECKOJIBKO JIHEH. A, BO3BpaTUBIIMCh, OTKa3bIBAJACh MOAAPUTH MHE CBOM HEOECHBIE JIACKH,
C KOTOPBHIMH MOIJIa CPAaBHUTHCS pa3Be TOJIbKO Onarofarh 6ora Mutpsl. Hy>kHO cka3arb, 4TO HpaBhl B



TOH CeMbe, OTKyda ObLla POAOM MOS H30paHHMIA, OTIMYAINCh PEAKOCTHON CBOOOMOHN, M B
OTCYTCTBHE HEBECTBHI S 4YacTO TMpeAaBajcs JIIOOOBHBIM yTe€XaM C €€ MIIaJIIeld CecTpor —
Kkpacasuuer Muauproit. ['m, Hy)KHO, KOHEYHO CKa3aTh, 4YTO KPACOTOM OHA YCTYyIajla MOEU HEBECTE. ..
bruia, BooOl11Ie, JOBOJILHO HEB3pAYHA, /1a, YTO TaM — MPSMO CKa3aTh, ypOMJIMBa, KaK I€MOHUIIA.

JITuHHBIA, TOpOaThlii HOC, C TpENENlylMMHU, KaK Yy IMOXOTIMBONH KOOBLIUIIBI HO3JPSMH,
TOpUal|e MepeaHue 3yOobl, OUH U3 KOTOPBIX ObUT 00oMad. Ho uTo fenarb, €Ciiv Xo4eTcs JIACKH, a
HEBECTA yexayia, KaK s AyMaJ, O TOPTroBbIM JenaM. OHa moMorajia B Aejiax OTIy — MOYTEHHOMY
Kyniy cpenneit pyku. Hy, eciaum ObITb TOUHBIM — OTeI] €€ ObUI HE TO, YTO OBl KYIIIOM... HO
TOPTOBaJl... BCIKOW BCSAYMHON Ha Oaszape. Ero mecto Obulo camoe kpaifHee, Jajibllie YK TOJBKO
HUIYE CTOSIIH. . .

Hy, Bot. HeBecra nponagana, st B 3TU JTHU MUJIOBAJICA C €€ CECTPOM — BCE PABHO €€ HUKTO
HUKOIJIAa 3aMYXK HE BO3bMET, Pa3Be UTO YpOJ KaKoW-HUOYIb, TOpOarhlil, a cienoil. 3psiuuil To, Kak
YBUIUT €€ CTPAIIHYIO POXKY, YOSKHUT TaK JIaJieKo, YTO HU 3@ YTO €T0 HE ChICKATh MOTOM.

Buoxy, rocrofunH, 4TO Bbl HETEPIIEIIUBO B3/IbIXa€TE€ — XOPOII0, Oy/Ty pacCcKa3bIBaTh €Il KOpoye.
Hy 1 BoT. Mustyroch s ¢ ee cecTpoi, BOZHOCS MEXK]Ty JIEJIOM XBaly OOTYy HallleMy ¥ TTOKPOBUTEIIO —
Mutpe 3a TO, 4TO HEBECTA MOS HE TaKas CTpaIlHas, Kak €€ CeCTpa, XOTH... ONPEICICHHOE CXOACTBO
ObLII0, KOHEYHO — CECTPbl BeAb. A CECTphI, BECTUMO, BCEraa MOXokH. S ObIBano, U HE cpazy
OTIIMYaJl OfHY OT JAPYrod — OHU Bedb ObUIM (s pa3Be He ckazan?) — OmusHsAmKH. [loTomy-TO, 5
KaK-TO M 3aJie3 Ha CECTpPY, BMECTO CBOEH HEBeCThl, a Ta U pana! Takas Obuia Beapma! Jla u most
AJIKyHCa, HaJ0 MPU3HATh, XapaKTepoM Oblla He HaMHOTO Jiydle. CIIOBOM, KT sl — He TyKuJl. JIBe
KpacaBUIlbl MOJ PYKOH, TOJIbKO cBUCTHU! He XW3HB, a CIUIOIHOE YIOBOJLCTBUE. XOTS, HAAO
YECTHO CKa3aTh, HE BCErJa C HUMH YIOBOJILCTBHE MOTydas. bbiBano, Kak HAYHYT BO BpeMsl JIIOOBU
KyCcarbCsl, Ja MO IIEKaM XJeCTaTb — TYT YK HE JI0 yIOBOJbCTBHUSA. HO M s He mpomax — 3aeny
KYJIAKOM Mapy pa3 Mo MOpAE €€, MO PbUly €€ CBUHOMY — W OMSATh BCE, KAK MOJOXKEHO... YUTO,
rocnoguH? Y koro u3 HuX psuio? [a, mpoctu MeHs Mutpa, y 00euxX Takue Xapu, 4TO Ha CBUHBIO U
TO CMOTpeTh mpusitHee! Bot, BbI, TOCOANH, S BUXKY, CMEETECh — a MHE KaKOBO OBUIO C JIByMs
TaKUMH claauTh? bbIBaslo, Kak HAYHYT 00€ MpHCTaBarh, Ja MEXK]Iy HOT XBaraTh, /1a TSHYTh KaXKJas
K cebe — KTo 3a uTo yxBarut!.. He nmpuBenu Bam Ooru Ttakoe ucnbitars! JIagHo, 4TO OHA U3 HUX
— KOTOpas, cpa3y U HEe MOMMENIb — MpoIajaia Ha HECKOJBbKO AHEU. A, MOXKET, OHU MO O4YEPEIU
Mponajaliu... KTo uxX pazoeper. ..

Ho, xak-To paccka3ail MHE OIMH CTapblid TOBAPHIL, YTO BUAET MOK — TY JIH, IPYTYIO, JIU —
Kak IIJ1a OHa K opakyny. TopomiauBo Tak 1uia, nmodtu Oexana. bynTo 7eMOHBI 32 HEW THAIKUCH, WU
HeTeprieHue ee oOyso. [Ipockakana, kKak KO3049Ka XpOMEHBKas MO JECTHUIIE... I HE TOBOpHII,
pa3Be, YTO OHa Xpomaia Ha mpaByro Hory? Her... Ha neByto. Bor HaBaxaeHue! /leno B ToM, 4TO
XpOMaJIN-TO 00€, TOJILKO Ha pa3HbIC HOTH.

[Ipockakana, 3HauuT, MOA0EkKAIa K BOPOTaM, a CTPAXKHUKHU €€ Cpa3y M MYCTHIIM, 3HAYUT, HE
MepBbI pa3 OHA K opakyiy Oerana. Hy, a maneliie ToBapuill MO, KOHEUHO HE BUJIeNT — HE ObUT OH
BXOX B JIOM K opakyny. [lo nmpaBne ckazarb, gaxe s €ro Ha MOpOr HE MyCKal — MbsSHUIIA OH ObUT U
BEYHO MOYOH OT HETO BOHAJIO. YOexxana Mosl KO304Ka, a 51 M 3ayMaJjiCsi — 3a4€M 3TO OHa TaK 4acTo
Oeraer coBera y opakyna cnpaumBarsk? Hy, cipocuna pas, Hy npyroii... Ho He Tak e 4acTo, Kak
oHa. U peumn s, 10 MOJIOAOCTH U MO NIYNOCTH, MPOHUKHYTH B oM Bennkoro Opakyna U y3Harb,
YTO K€ JIeJlaeT TaM MOs HeBecTa, MO0 cecTpa ee. Y MeHs Tak: ckazaHo — cjaenano! Jlokmancs
KOT/Ia KTO-TO U3 BEJIbM MOUX YOeKall U — 3a Hew.

JlorHaTh-TO €€ He CI0XKHO ObUIO: OHA HOra y HEe HAaCTOJIbKO KOpoue ApPYrod Obuia, 4TO
CMOTPETH, KAK OHA KOBBUISIET, IPOCTO CHJI HUKAKUX HE XBATAJIO.



N neT-non3et, pacKOpSAYMBIIMCH, J]a CO CTOHAMH, Jla C KpsSKaHbeM YTUHbIM. JlorHanm u umy
MOTUXOHBKY c3aau. Hy, a Kak K JeCTHHUIIE, YTO BEAET HA CKAITY, [JIE OpaKyl B3AyMal IOCTPOUTH JOM
CBOM, MOIOUUTN — 51, KOHEYHO, MPUOTCTATI U CMOTPIO U3AAJIH.

Tonpko HUYETO HOBOTO HE yBHAENH. Kak M TOBOpHII TOBAPHUILl MOW, TPONYCTUIN €€ CTPAKHUKH
U OMITh CEIW B KOCTU WMIpaTh. A s, HaJ0 BaM CKa3aTb, TaK yMeJl B KOCTH HUIrparbh, 4TO caMm
VAUBISUICS — KOCTH CIYHIAJUCh MEHs, Kak xopolmme coOauku. beiBano, Haxmyproch, codbepych ¢
OyXOM, Pa303JII0Ch, Ja)XKe Ui MPUAAHUs ce0e JOMOIHUTEIbHOM CUJIBI U CKaXXy MBICIEHHO —
ceiuac BeIaAyT ABe mectepku! M1 — Ttouno! Beimagarot mectepku, U s 3a0Uparo BECh BBIUTPHIIIL

Brb1, MOXeT, cipocuTe, ouemMy ke s, TAKUM o0pa3oM, He T0ObIBAJ ICHBIU, HE pa3dorares u He
CTaj BiajenblieM 3amMka uiau kopojeM? OtBeuy. Jleno B TOM, 4TO s Ha4ayu ObUTIO 3apalarbiBaTh
JICHBI'H, HO B TaBepHaX OBICTPO MPO3HAIM MOIO CIIOCOOHOCTH YIPaBIATh KyOUKaMH U OUThH CTau
MpU KaXJOM BbIMIpbIIE! BbIBano, Tak HACyHOT KyIaKaMW, 4TO HU KUB, HU MEPTB M3 TaBEPHBI
yOeraro... J1a elie U Bce BhIMTpaHHbIe JeHbru oTOepyT! [loTOMy 1 mepecTal s KOCTH Kararb. A TYT,
OyMar, HYKHO BCIIOMHUTBH CBO€ crapoe pemecio. [lomomen k cTpakHUKaM, CHPOCHI IS
NPUJINYKS, KOTJIa OPaKyl Hapoja MPUHUMAET — OKa3aJioCh, UTO B 3TOT JIEHb MYCKaTh HUKOTO HE
BEJICHO. Ara, CM€Kar, a MOs-TO K HeMy npunuia! 3HaduT, He coBeTa nouwia npocuts! Het, nymaro,
YMDY, @ y3HaI0 B UeM TyT Aeno. [Ipennoxui s cTpa)kHMKaM B KOCTHU CbhIrpaTh. OHU MOMSIIIUCH — HE
MOJIOKEHO, MOJI, HO TIOTOM COMJIACHJINCH. J{OrOBOpPUINCH, €CIIH S MPOUTPal0 — OTJIAK0 UM MeY
CBOM, €CJIM OHU — IIYCKAIOT MEHA BTUXaps 3a Orpaay — MOCMOTPETh UTO U KakK.

JI[to00ONBITHO MHE, TOBOPIO UM, MOCMOTpPETh, Kak kuBeT Bemukuit Opakyn. OHu TO ObUTH
YBEPEHBI, YTO BBIUTPAIOT, HO MPOUTPaNIM, KOHEUHO. HexoTs mycTwin MeHs 3a BOPOTa — TOJIBKO
HEeJI0JITO, TOBOPAT. [lpomen s, moxoAausi, MOKa OHU CMOTpPENH, MOTOM 3allelsl 32 Yrojl U — IIMbIT!
Curanyn K OKHY OIPUCTPONKH, CBATUIININA, TO €CTh — a OKHA HU3KHKE ObUIM — 3amisbiBai0. Buxky,
CTOMT CaM OpaKyl — TOpPJO0 BBIIPSIMUBIIMCH M PYKY BO3JAE€B. A BBIVISZEA OH, HAJO CKa3arTh,
BHYIIIMTENHHO. UepHas 60poja 10 cCaMbIX IJ1a3, YepHbBIE TPOH3UTEIIbHBIC T71a3a, CaM BBICOKH, TTOYTH
KaK BbI, TOCTIOJIMH, TOJBKO Y BaC KUBOTA HET, a y HETO OPIOX0 BBITUPAIO, OYyITO MEIIOK Mo pydaxy
cupsitai. Hy u ctout, pyKy noaHsB, a nepe/l HUM Ha KOJIEHSX MOs, 3Ha4UT, HEBECTa, JIMOO cecTpa
ee. MonuTcs Ha 3TOTO Opakyia, TOJIbKO Ia3a cBepkaroT. [IoKIIOHBI eMy ObeT, KacasiCh YeJIOM 3eMJIH.
Hy, nymaro, 3aM0Opodns1 OH TOJIOBY O€THO KEHIMHE.

TyT MEHS CTpaXHUKU U CXBaTWJIM. MM OKa3bIBaeTCA TE, YTO Y BOPOT CTOSIIA, PACCKA3AIA —
MYyCTUJIIU, MOJI, 4yThb-4yTh MOCMOTPETh, a OH M mnpomnan. Kak Obl HM 3ane3 Kyaa-HuOydab. Hy,
CXBaTWJIU MEHS, OPY)KHE OTOOpaiu, pyKd CBS3alid U MPUBEIH MPIMUKOM K opakyny. ToT Bhnuics
CBOMMHU YEPHBIMU OOXHUTAIONMMH Tia3aMH. Tbl KTO TakOW, — TOBOPHUT, — M 3a4e€M TYT
nofacMarpuBain? Hy, st pacckasani, 4To BOT, MOsI HEBECTa K HEMY yOekasia — O€CIOKOMIICS S. ..

OH 3acmesyicsl Tak, raJKo, OyATO Mayk — e€clii Obl MayK MOT CMESIThCs, KoHeuHO. Crpocui y
HEBECTHI — BCE JIU Tak? OHa TOJIBKO TOJIOBOM KUBAET.

— Hy, 4T0 X, — TOBOPHUT, CMOTpPH, UTO TENEPb TBOS HEBECTA, JiefaTh OyaeT. M moren kyna-To
BHU3 — JIBEPU-TO 3apaHee ObUIM pacnaxHyThl. [loTammiam u MeHs 3a HUM, a HeBecTa MOsl AJIKYHCa,
unu cectpa ee Muupra, cama nomuia. CryckaeMcsi Ky1a-TO 10 TEMHOMW JIECTHUIIE — CTPaKHUKHU
(axesnbl HECYT, TEHM OT HUX IUISIIIYT MO CT€HaM, U TaK 3TO MHE XYTKO M HENPUATHO CTaJIO, YTO
XOTh BOJIKOM TOJIBBIBAH.

AJIKyHCa — BCE€ K€ 3TO, Bpoie, OHa Oblla — HWJIET, KaK JepeBsHHas, Oyaro 3oMOu. Mnu
3aKOJIIOBAJI OH €€, WJIM OIOMJI 3€JbEM KaKMM-TO, HE 3HAIO, TOJIBKO MAET OHAa — HA MEHS JaXKe HE
DJISTHET, Oy/ITO M HE3HAKOMBI MBI C HEH.

Honro nwm no cryneHbkaMm. CoycTHINCh, HAKOHEI, JO KAaKOW-TO TUIOMIAJIKU, OT KOTOPOil B



pa3Hble CTOPOHBI TeMHble TOHHeNUW OTX0omAT. IIITyk msaTh WM 1mecTh OOKOBBIX TOHHEINEH, a
JIECTHUIIA BHU3, KaK 1IUIA, TAK U UAET, YK HE 3HAK0, KyJla OHA BEJIAd, MOXKET B CAMOE€ CEPJLE 3EMIJIU.
Ho mbI monuu no oqHOMY U3 TOHHeNe. Huzkuil Takoi mpoxos B cKajie BBIPYOIEH — CTEHBI TIJI0X0
00paboTaHbl, KOPsIBbIE, C KAMHSIMU TOpYAIMMU. 32 TaKOW KaMeHb 3allelUCh B TEMHOTE — TOYHO
KOJICHO Pa300belllb.

Tyr Hemoiro ™Mbl HUIM — CKOPO YIEPJUCh B JIBEPh JAYOOBYIO, KEJI€30M OKOBaHHYIO.
CrpaXHUKU, BUXKY, MEYM HAU3TOTOBKY B3SIJIM — M OTKPBIBAIOT 3aCOB. A M3-3a JIBEPU — PHIYAHHUE,
BO3HS, IlapamnaHbe, OyATO 3BEepb KaKOW, KOI'TH O CTEHY TOouMT. JKyTKO MHE cTajo, a OpakKyil
ycMmexaercs. M Takoil cTpaimHoi MHE ero poka IMokasajiach MpH cBeTe ¢akesna, YTo 3aIpOKaiu y
MEHSI KOJIEHU W, YECTHO CKaxy, ynai s Ha moy. CTpaKHUK MEHS 3a WKUPKY MOIHSUT U JEPKUT.
Bropoit — HeBecTy MO0 AJIKYHCY K JIBEpHU MOABEI, & CaM, BHXKY, TOXKE OOUTCH.

Opakyn HaBeql HA MEHS [71a3a CBOM CTPAIHBIE, CIIOBHO JIBE JIBIPKU B KAKYIO-TO TEMHYIO IMY H
TOBOPHUT, UTO OH IIBITAETCS BBIBECTH HOBYIO MOPOMY JrOIEH... Jla, HET, HE JIIOAEH OH cKaszal, a...
Kak-TO TMO-APYroMy Ha3Ball, HE TOMHIO... I ¢ TOT0 MOMEHTa MHOTO€ 3a0bUT CO CTpaxy — YK He
rHEeBaiics, TocnoAnH. TaMm Takoro y)kaca si HaTepIiesicsi, YTO Ha HECKOJIbKO YEJIOBEK XBaTWUJIO Obl. B
o011IeM, CKa3ajl OH, YTO BBIBOAUT HOBYIO MOPOJY, TOJIBKO BOT, HEBECTA MOsI, AJIKyHCA, 3HAUUT, HUKAK
HE MOXET MMOHECTH OT TOTO, KTO TaM 3a JIBEPBhIO CUAUT. l[puxonurcs ee BOOUTH K HEMY BCE Yalle U
qare.

Y MeHs ax B IMa3ax MOTEMHENIO OTTOTO, YTO yCIbIliaj. 3HAYUT, HA Hee ceiluac HaOpocuTcs
KaKoe-TO uyAulle U OyIeT JIOOUTh €€ MO-CBOEMY, Mmo-3BepuHoMYy. [TocmoTpen s Ha GeHYI0 CBOIO
HEBECTY, U TaK MHE JKaJIKO €€ CTaJIo, YTO s 3a0MJICS B pyKaX CTpaKHUKA, 3aKpUYaJl UTO-TO... S TaK
IyMaro, 4TO MPOKJIATHUA S MOCHUIANl OPaKylly 3TOMY. A TOT CMEETCS, OCKaJIUBIIAChH, YTO TBOW BOJIK
royiofHbii. [loTom, pasMaxHyicst U Bpe3aa MHE 1O HOCY, Ja TaK, 4TO KpoBb OpbI3Hyna. BoT Teneps,
roBopUT, xopomo. KpoBb OH JIOOMT — caM KHBAeT Ha JABEPb, KOTOPYIO CTPAXKHUK OTKPHITh
npurotoBuics. [loHs1 s, 4TO ceiyac OpOCSIT MEHs UylIOBHIY Ha ChEACHUE U — CKaXy BaMm, HE
CTBIIICH — 3aIjiakay, Kak Manoe auts. M cebs kaiko, U HEBECTy MOIO, U CO CBETOM OelbIM
paccTraBarbes, oM Kak He xoueTcsi! XOTh 3HAI 51, 4TO OECIOJIE3HO MPOCUTH OPaKyla O MUJIOCTH, BCE
KE — TIepeJIOMII cedd — U CO clie3aMU CTajl YMOJSITh €0 OTIYCTHUTh MEHS U HEBECTY MO0
AnkyHcy. Ho TOT, KOHEUHO, TOJIBKO paccCMEsyICd U Jlall 3HAK CTPAXKHUKY — OTKpbIBail, Moja. Tot
pacmaxHyil JBEphb, a JIpyrue OpOoCUIM MEHs B TEMHOTY, a 3a MHOM — AJKyHCY. JIBeph TyT ke
3aXJIOMHYIIH, U, CIIBIITY, 3aCOB 3a/IBUHYIIH.

Jlexxy B TEMHOTE — HU KUB, HU MEPTB. AJIKyHCa yraia, ObUIO Ha MEHS, Ja MPUNOIHIIACH U
OTTOJI3JIa B CTOPOHY. JIeXKy W CIbIlly — MPUHIOXMBAETCS KO MHE 3Bephb. [IpuMepHO, Kak cobaku
HIOXAIOT, TOJIBKO IpomMye ropasfgo. MoxeT, KOHEYHO, 3TO B TEMHOTE IOKa3aJOCh, YTO I'POMYE.
TemHoTa-TO OBUTA TOJNHOM, OYITO KTO-TO Ia3a BBIKOJIOJ. JIexky M cTaparoch HE AblIark. Moxer,
3BEPh MOAYMAET, UTO S YMEP U HE CTAHET €CTh MEPTBEUMHY. Benb, OH, KOHEUHO K€, XHMIIHUK, a
XUIHUKU XKUBOE JII00AT. UTOOBI skepTBa Oujiach MOJ KOTTSAMHU, BbIphIBAJIach, Bepemiaia. He 3Haro,
MOXKET, MOJEKHCTBOBAaIA MOSI MACKMPOBKA WJIM TI0 IPYTrOd MPUUUHE, TOJBKO OTOIIET OT MEHS 3BEPH U
MOZIOIIEN, BEPOATHO, K HEBECTE MOEH. A OHA, CIIBIILY, CTOHET TaK THXOHBKO, HO HE OT CTpaxa, a,
BpOJIE KakK, oT >xenanus. Hy na, ei, KOHEUHO, HEe BIEpBOM ObUIO C UYJJOBUIIEM 3TUM COBOKYILIATHCS,
BOT OHA U UCTEKAET KEIAHUEM.

3aBO3MIINCH, CIIBIIIY, 3apblUall OT HACIAXACHUS 3BEPH, 3aCTOHAJIA TPOMYE MOs HeBecTa. A s
JIeKY U OyMaro: BOT CEWYAC 3aKOHYUT OH CBOM MEP3KHE JIeJIa U €CTh 3axo4eT. U torma yx MeHs
TO4HO cuamnaet. M cran 1 monutca Mutpe, U Bpa3yMWJI OH MEHsI, HepasyMHoro. Cka3all, JOCTaHb
TPYT U Kpecajo, 3aKTU XOTh KJIOK CBOEH ONEXIbl, cleiai ¢gakes. A MOTOM BBITAIM KUHXKAT U



OTOMCTH 32 NIOPYraHHYIO YECTh HEBECTHI, @ 3a0IHO CIAaCH U CBOIO JKAJIKYIO *KU3Hb. VI TOUHO — 3a
CalioroM y MEHS BEeJb OIMH KUHXKaJI OCTAJICSI — HE HAlUIM €ro BTOPOINSX, Ja CHUIJIBHO-TO M HE
uckaimu. Tak — oToOpanu To, YTO CHApPYKU BHceso. TOPoIIUuBO copBall 5 ¢ ceds pydaliky, CBsi3ai
€€ B y3eJl TYyroil, JocTajl OTHUBO, BBICEK HCKpY, pa3myll, 3amaiuil (akea CBOW CaMOACIbHBIN U
oTopoIiesl, 00oMJIeNl OTTOTO, UYTO yBuJed. J[o cux mop, Kak mia3a 3aKpol0 BCILIBIBAET y MEHS 3Ta
kapTuHa. HeBecta Mosi Ha 4YeTBEpEHbKAX CTOUT, TOJOBY 3alPOKMHYIAa U CTOHET OT CTPACTH.
[Inaree-To 3aapaHo, Th(y, a K HEW, Kak KOOeJIb K CyKe, MPUIAJI0 CTpalHoe cyiecTtBo. M He
YEeJIOBEK, M HE 3BEpb, a HE 3HAK0 JaXe, KaKk W Ha3BaThb. Mopjaa, y HEro ckopee, 3BEpUHas, C
JUIMHHBIMHM YEJIIOCTSIMH, KaK y cO0aku, TOJIbKO OoJibllie pa3a B ABa. Jla 3yObl Topyar SIBHO HE
cobauby — cKopee, OT cabne3yboro Turpa aoctaiuch. Ha mepeaHux namax, KOUMU OH AJIKYHCY
0OXBaTWJI, KOTTH HE MEHbIIIE MEJIBEKbUX — OH MMHU BIUJICA B Oejble Oelpa >KEHIIMHBI Tak, YTO
KPOBb COYUTCS. A TENO y HEro, MoXoke, B OOIIEM, Ha YEeJIOBEYECKOE, TOJBKO OOJIbIlie, TOJIIE U
IEPCThIO BCE 3apociio. M Tak OH yBJIEKCS, YTO M HE 3aMETHUJI OTHSI MOETo, a €CJIM U 3aMETHUII —
BHUMaHUS HE 0OpaTu.

He 1o Toro emy 061710 — OH MO AJIKYHCY T€p3ajl U MPU 3TOM PblUajl OT CTPacTH 3BepuHO. U
€IIe XOPOILO MOMHIO — CJIIOHU €T0 TSAHYJIUCh U Kamajiu Ha CIHHY HEBECThl MO, 00pa3ys Ha
IJ1aThe OOJIBIIIOE MOKPOE TISITHO.

[Tonoxkui st Ha 3eMJTI0 pyOaIKy CBOIO, TOPSIIIYIO, MOAKPAJICS C3aad U BCAIUI KHMHXKaJI IPSMO B
cepatie 3Bepro. OH rojoBoM BCKUHYI, 3aT€M MOHUK U YPOHWUJI TOJIOBY CBOIO O€300pa3HyI0 Ha CIIUHY
AJKyHCe, a 3a]l €T0 KaK XOOWJ XOAYHOM — TaK M XOoOuT. M Temeps XBOCT y HEro s pa3misales: ¢
KHUCTOYKOM Ha KOHIIE, KaK y KOpPOBBL. B 00IeM, BuXKY, 4TO yOWJI s €ro, Ha pabOTy CBOIO OH M
MEPTBBIA BBITIOIHSET, TOJIBKO pPhlUaTh MEPECTall, a YTO KacaeTCsd HEBECThl MO — AJIKYHCHI, TO
OHa, BpOJIe U HE 3aMETuJia HUKAaKuX NepeMeH. Bee Takke CTOHET CiajoCTPACTHO U HUUYETO BOKPYT
HE 3aMEYaeT.

Jlagno, mymato. Ilomoxay, TOKa 3TO MEPTBOE UYIHUIIE CBOE THYCHOE JIeJI0 3aKOHUHUT. CMEKaro
— 3a AJIKYHCOM TPHUIYT CTPAXHUKHU, YTOOBI BHIBECTH €€, KaK U PaHbIle, s TyT HA HUX U HamMamIy
BHE3amHO. A ObUT 5 JIOBOK, KaK JEMOH, U BEPTOK, KaK BbIOH — ceHyac-To, yMaro, CTPaKHUKHU
MEHS BPACIJIOX HE 3aCTaHyT, Kak Toraa y okHa. Ceilyac s ux Bpacmiiox 3actany. M Mbl mocMoTpum,
KTO Koro! Pybarika Most ioropesia, ¥ onsiTb B TEMHOTE MbI OKa3aJIuCh.

[Ipucen s, K CTeHE MPUCIOHUJICA, XAY. B TEMHOTE CIBIIHBI TOJIBKO CTOHBI AJIKYHCHI, Ja
JIbIXaHUE €€ HaJicaJHoe. J[pIXxaHus 3Beps — HE CIIBIIIHO, 3HAUUT, TOYHBIM OBbLT MO yriap. A HeBecTa
MOS BCE aXaerT, Jla CTOHET, XOPoIlo €, 3HaYuT. CKOJIbKO TaK CHUJIeNl — HE MOMHI0. Bpemsi, kak Obl
OCTaHOBHWJIOCh, a caM 5 JaXke, Bpone, 3acHYI. TOJbKO OT BHE3aIMHOW THUIIMHBI M TPOOYTUIICS.
AJIKyHCa, CJBIIY, TSDKEJIO TaK JBIIIMT, HO HE CTOHET 0oJiee. 3HAYUT, 3Bepb TOT M3J0X OKOHYATEJIBHO,
aymaro cede. Beckope cribliily — CTpakHUKH 3aCOB OTKPBIBAIOT. Y OflMH TOBOPUT APYTOMY:

«/la He Ooiics ThI, OH celuac ChITHII, HE OPOCUTCH. ..»

DTO OHU JYMAaIOT, UYTO 3Bepb TOT MeHs chell. Hy, Het, onmmOnucs! Toapko ABEph OTKPBLUIH — 5
Ha HUX U KuHYIcs. CHU3Y Tak, 3Meed MPOCKOJIB3HYII U OIHOTO, JIPYroro — KUHXKaJIOM B )KUBOT. Ha
HUX JIa)K€ M KOJBKIYr HE OBLUIO — Xapa CcTosula TOIJa, /1a U OONEHWINCh OHH, CIIy)Ka Opakymy,
OMUTENbHOCTh NOTEPSUIU. A ObLIM OBl HA CTPAXKHHUKAX KOJIBIYTH — HE MUHOBATh MHE CMEPTH.

BeICTpOo pa3nen s OAHOTO M3 HUX, MEPEOIENCS, OPYKHUE €r0 HAllENUIT — KUHXKaJl OIMH y HEro
XOpoumii okazaicsi, 1oporoi. C pyKOATKOM, YKpAIICHHON APAarolieHHbIMU KaMEHbSIMH, IPUYEM, HE
MOJJCIbHBIMY, @ CAMBIMU HACTOSANMMHU — pyOMHaMu U ameTtuctaMu. Hy, BeITanmi st u3-3a asepei
AJIKYHCY, CMOTPIO — CIIUT OHa. B3Banui1 ee Ha mie4o, B APYryr0 PyKy B3sul akell, YTO CTPAKHUKHU
MIPUHECIIM, U TIOMIEN K BBIXOAY. TOJBKO JOIIEN A0 JECTHHUIIBI, CJIBIILY, CITyCKaeTcs KTo-To. Jla He



OIVH W HE JIBa — IleJias Tojimna. Tak camoraMy MOAKOBAHHBIMH I[OKAIOT, OyATO JECSATOK JIOIMAaeH
ckauet. Kyna nesarbca? Uro aenars? [lonoxun AJIKyHCY Ha IECTHHUIY — €€-TO OHU BBITAIIAT, KaK U
paHbllle, a caM KHUHYICS B JIpPYyroil TOHHENb. bery, a caM OgHMM yXOM CIIyIIal0, 4TO TaM C3aJu
nenaeTcs. 3BYK-TO MO TOHHEIK KaMEHHOMY XOpowio pasHocuTcd. Cnbllly — 3arajijend,
3aroMOHWIM — Hauuim AnkyHcy. Ceifuac, cMekaro, OHM MOOEryT Aalibllie U HaWIyT MEpPTBBIX
CTPaKHUKOB, @ TOTOM KUHYTHCSI MEHS UCKaTh.

A Tae TyT crpsyenbes — B 3TOM Hope? A eciu 1 3a0eXUIlb, Kyaa-HuOydb, I11e He HAalIyT, TaK
U caMm 3a0nyauiibes. bery m mo cropoHam ycneBaro nomisiaeiBate. CMOTPO — U clpasa, U CJEBa
HUIIM BBIZOJOIEHBI U pelieTKaMy 3a0paHbl. A 3a pelieTKaMu-TO 3BEPHU CUJIAT, BPOJIE TOTO, KOTOPOTO
A yOuII.

HekoTopbie — 0oJbIIe, Apyrue — MEHbIIE, HO BCce Ha MeHs cMOTpAIT. U m1a3a y HUX TopsT, KaK
y BOJIKOB, TOJIbKO HAMHOTO sipue! B BOUBKX IM1a3aX CBET MPOCTO OTPAXKAETCS, ITO BCEM U3BECTHO.
Ot nyHBI JHM, OT KOCTpa OTOIECKH, HO — OTpakeHHEe. A TYT, BUXKY — U CaMHu Ivla3a TOpsT
KpPaCHOBATbIM TaKUM CBETOM. S| Oery, a OHM MEHs BCE INa3aMH IPOBOXKAIOT. B OTHOM TONBKO KIeTKe
CITaJI 3BE€pPb, OCTAIIBHBIE CMOTPSAT, HO — MoJ4a. M To xopo1o, Aymaro, 4To HE BOIOT, HE PhIYAT, IIyM
HE ITOAHUMAIOT. bery.

W Bapyr HaTbIKaloCh Ha CTeHY. Bee, koHumusca TouHenb. OH U npojenaH ObUT TOJIBKO NSl TOTO,
4TOOBI KJIETKU pa3MecTuTh. UTo nenarb? A CTpaKHUKH KpUYar mo3aaud. MHe 4ymuTcs, 9YTO OHU
yK€ M [0 MOEeMy TOHHeNo Oeryr. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHWM HaWIyT MEHs B CTEHY
yrkHyBierocsi. Kyna 6exarb, kyga npstarscsi? M Tyr onarb MuTpa moMor — coBeT MHE Jall.
TonbKo 3arpsiccs s OT TAKOTO COBETA, JyIA aXK 3axoyioHyna. Ho npenare Hevero.

[lorons, TouHO Y€ M0 MoeMy TOHHeNno O0exuT. Ilomomen s Kk TOW KIETKe, TIe 3BEph Clall,
OTKPBUI MTOTUXOHBKY 3aCOB, UTOOBI OH HE 3BSIKHYJ, HE pa3Oyauyl Obl UYJIOBUIIE, U TUXOHBKO TaK, Ha
IBIITOYKAX BOIIEJ] B KJIETKY. 3aCOB 3a COOOM 3aJIBUHYI — a IMOTOHS YK€ PSiJIOM — U CMOTPIO Ha
CITSAILETO MOHCTPA.

OH KaJlaYMKOM CBEpPHYJCA M K CTEHKE OTBEPHYICS, COBCEM, KaK PACCEPKEHHBIA MYXK, KOTAA
KEHY XoueT mpe3peHueM Hakazarb. Hy, s 3aracun daken, moakpaics, Jer psioM, aBOCh, TyMaro,
BTOPOMSX HE 3aMETST, YTO He oAHa Qurypa, a nBe Jyexar. Jler, a cam He npiiry, 00IOCH 3Beps
pa30ymuth. lo10ca cTpakHUKOB Bce Onmmke — s nexy. KoBanble camoru, Oynro B mMoeil OemHoM
rosioBe rpoxouyt. Bce onmmxe u omuke. U Tyt 3ameBenuiics, 3aBopyai 3Bepb. BuaHo, pa3oynui ero
IIyM ITOTOHM.

Omsate Mutpa MeHs HaaoyMwil. BelTammin s #W3-3a camnora KHHXaJI W BOH3WI B CIHUHY
yynosully. Kak u B mponuislii pa3, B CEpALE METHUI, TOJIBKO HE IOMAal B TEMHOTE. 3BE€Pb B3PEBE, a 5
eme mapy pa3 kuHxkajaoMm TKHYI. OH 3a0uics B Cymoporax, MoToM 3aruX. A CTPaKHHUKH YXKe
noxoexanu K kinetkam. Cipiiy:

«Tyt Bascel cunat! OHM OBl IIyM TTOHSIIU, €CcJid ObI OH crofa 3a0exarn!»

A npyroil TOBOpPHUT:

«A TBI HE CIIBIIIIAT — CceYac BpOAE, KTO-TO U3 HUX 3apEBEN?»

«/JlaBaiite, naBaiite ObicTpee! Bece-Taku mpoBepuM TYT U B Jipyrod ToHHeNb! Bpemenu maio!
Ecnu He moiimaeMm — xaHa HaMm! Benukuit 6pocut Hac Bajicam!»

Hy, Bce, nymato — xoHeu. Tenepb oHM MeHs HaWayr. Ecnu Obl mocnymiaiuch TOTO, KTO
TOBOPHWJI, UTO 3BEPU ITH — BIJICH, KAK OHHM KX HA3bIBAIOT, TPEBOI'Y ITOAHUMYT, KOJMU YYKOU
npoOeKUT — HE MOLUTM Obl 0 KOHIIa TOHHENS. A Temepb — MOWIYT. Bumars, crapuioil ux,
KOTOPBIA BCE TIOAIOHSUI, J1a TOPONWJI — JOTOIHbIA Manbid. M TyTr, HaBepHoe, onsath Mutpa
NoJIcKa3zall — Kak cJeliaTh, 4YTOObl OHM HE MEHSA HE Haluii. ToJbKO BOT Oega — COBETHI Oora,



KOHEYHO, OYEHb XOpPOIIO MOMOTajy, HO TOJBKO 3aCTaBJISIIM MEHS JEJarbh BEIIM HE COBCEM
npusATHBIE. BOT 1 Tenepb — 3aie3 s moJ JOXJIOT0 B3JICA, BECh KPOBBIO MEPEMA3AIICS, B3TPOMO3 NI
ero Ha ce0s u ey Tuxo. [lycTh AyMaroT, 4TO 3TOT 3Bepb CIUT. Jla OH M IEMCTBUTEILHO BEIb CIal,
3HAQUUT HE BBI3OBET 3TO NOA03peHUsA. OTHOTO HE MOT NMOHATh: OYEMY UYIHINA 3TH — BIJICHI — Ha
MeHs He pbruanu? HaBepHOe, MOTOMY, UTO ONEKAY CTPAXHUKA 5 HAAEN. A CTPAKHUKHU UX KOPMSIT.
Bonbie Hu4YeM o00bsicHUTH HEe MoTy. He ckaxken s e, 4To mOHpaBUJICS 51 UM !

Boo06ieM, Jiesxxy — BOHHIIA OT 3TOTO JIOXJIOTO UYIHUINA TakKasi, 4To ax ciie3bl u3 ma3! Ho B ToT
MOMEHT s He 00 3ToM ayMail. Toapko Obl HE 3aMeTHu!

He cramm Ob1 OyauTh «crsmero» Bajica! He moka3amock Obl UM MTOAO3PUTEIBHBIM TO, YTO OH
HE MPOCHYIICS OT TOMOTa X, JomaauHoro! [Ipobexanu cTpaXHUKHA — 10 3BYKY IIaTOB — YEJIOBEK
nATh UX ObUIO, HE MeHbIIe. JJo6exanu 10 cTeHbl — U Hazald. OnsaTs MUMO MeHs. Chbly:

«Cxkopee, ckopee! B crnenyronme TOHHENIN — MOXKET, OH Tyla Mo0ekall», — 3TO CTapllon HX,
3HAYUT. A JIpyrou, 3aJyM4YMBO TaK, C YCMEIIKOM, TOBOPUT: «He 3aBUayto s eMy, €ClIM OH MONaJEeT B
namnbl kx31ma! OH ke re-To Mo JaJIbHUM TOHHEISAM TYIIeT!»

N noGexxanu ganbliie, TOJIBKO CalloraMu 3aTonaiu. A MEHs JpOXb ObET: 3TO UTO K€ y HUX TYT
TBOpuUTCs?! Bancel, kx31um, kakue-to! Pa3Benu nox 3emiieit uynoBuin! Hano, mymatro, BeIOMparses,
MOKa OHU BCE TOHHEIM HE 00OUUIH, Ja Ha3aj] HE BEPHYIHCh. BOT, ToJbKO Kak BeIOMparhca-To? I1o
TOHHEJIAM TOMACIL OMyKaTh — TOYHO 3TOMY KX3Ily mormajenibes. K Beixoqy O6exarb — Tak TaM,
KOHEYHO, TaKasi OXpaHa CTOMT!..

COpocui ¢ cedst JoXJIOTO0 BAJIca, 3amaiuil (hakell, BbIIEN U3 KJIETKU U MOIIe K BBIXOLY U3 3TOTO
ToHHeNs. BoT Tyt 3Bepu miym u nonHsui. HaBepHoe, TOTOMY, 4TO 51 BECh B KPOBU MX coOpara ObLI.
[louysiu Bo MHe Bpara. Hy, mymaro — Temepb HaJlo OTCIOAa BBIOMpAThCs, MOKa CTpaka HeE
npuOexana. A B3JICHI Bce BOIOT! 3aToCKoOBaiu 1o youtomy, 4to in? I — Oexarb co BCEX HOT, a OHU
BCJIE]I €llle TPOMYE IIyMST — JIal0T, BOIOT, phruar! BriOexan st Ha MIIOMAJKY, OTKyAa BCE TOHHEIN
HaunHAOTCs. CIbllly — CBEPXY IO JIECTHHUIE YK€ CITYCKaeTcsa HOBbIM OTpsiA. [lIoHSATHO — 3BEpu
TakoW IyM MOAHSUIM, YTO MepTBbIM ycnbmmmT. I Ha mur pactepsuics. Kyma Oexarn? B apyrue
tonHenu? Wnu, moxer, BHM3 10 JecTHuile? [ne »ToT uymoBuumbi kxom Opoaut? Iloka
pa3ayMbIBaj — CTpPa)ka YK€ CITyCTHUJIACh, BOT-BOT Ha IJIOMAAKY BBICKOYHUT. A B JAPYTMX TOHHEISX,
YTO 3/I6Ch HAYMHAIOTCS, OTPsAbI philyT. M penmn BHU3 10 JecTHHIE Oexarh. OHO-TO, KOHEUHO,
MOHSITHO, YTO BHU3 MOOEKUIIL — HAPYXKY BPSJ JIU BRIOEPEIILCS, J1a TOJBKO BBIXOJA Y MEHSI APYroro
He Obuto. Crpsiuych, AymMaro re-HUOyb, 3a0bI0CH B HOPY, MIEPEKTY, & TaM YK U BbIOUpAThCs Oyny.
[loka-To aBHOE — CTpa’KHMKaM He nomnactbes. Ha mimomnaake B yriny jiexana Bs3aHka (akeioB —
s BBIOpAJI TPU CaMbIX OOJBIIMX, MOMOJHIJICS MHUTpe M CUTaHyl BHU3 IO JIECTHUIIE, CTApasiCh HE
Tomnarhk cBepx Mephl. [lobexas, MoTOM Iarom Moies, KOTraa CIyCTHIICS yXKe T0CTaTOuYHO, YTOOBI He
ciplmanmu MeHs. WMoy, cmyckaroch MO JIECTHHUIIE ATOW, OECKOHEUHOW — muiamMs ¢akena TaKk H
MedeTcsi, OyATO HCIyraHHbI 3Bepek B kieTke. CTpalHo ObUIO CHYCKarbCsi HEBECTh B KaKue
0e3Hbl. TOHHEIb CTall HUXKE, MHOTa PUTHOAThCS TTPUXOIUIIOCH, OY/ITO KJIAHATHCS HEW3BECTHBIM
OoraM Wi JAeMOHaM moa3emenbs. Jlo CUX Mop XOpoIlo MOMHIO 3TOT TOHHENb C JIECTHUIIEH, ATy
HOPY, KPYTO yXOsIIyto B 0e31Hy. CTyleHbKH HEPOBHO BBIT€CAHBl — TOTO U TSI, 3alHEIILCS U
MOJIETUIIb KYBBIPKOM BHH3, B TEMHOTY. Daken-To, U3BECTHO, NOTYyXHET. M mokaruiibcss B caMbie
HeJlpa 3€MJIM, B KDOMEIIHOW ThME U B JIaIlbl UyJJOBUIIAM.

N cranm MeHs 0on0JieBaTh TaKHE MBICIH — YyHOaldy, COPBYCh, TEMHOTAa HAaXJbIHET... S yxK,
OCTOPOXKHO CTYIarh cTapajics. 1 yem ocTopoXKHEe HOTH CTaBIIIO, TEM CTPAIIHEE CTAHOBUTCA. A HY,
Kak M BHpasny ynany? Benp mpu Takoi KpyTHU3HE — CTOUT TOJBKO UYTh-UyTh 3alIHYThCA, CJIETKA
3a7IeTh HOCKOM camora CTYNEHBbKY, C KOTOPOM CITyCKaelbCA... W moJiereda. M Hu 3a 4TO HeE



OCTaHOBHIIILCS, OyIEIb JIETETh, TOKA HE TOCTUTHEIL CAMOTO JTHA MPEUCITOTHECH.

YyBCcTBYIO — cHJI OOJIbIIIE HET, ceiiyac KpuuaTh HauHy OT ykaca. OpaTh BO BCE TOPJIO, IJIaKaTh,
MaMmy 3BaTh, Kak pedeHok. OcTaHOBWICS, cel Ha cTyneHbKy. C OOJBIIMM TPYIOM JEepXKy ceOs B
pykax. CaMm Bce BHU3 CMOTPIO, B HOPY 3TY, IOYTH BEPTUKAJIbHYIO, C 3yOllaMU CTYIEHEK, O KOTOPbIE
Kak pa3 pedpa obonparb, Koraa najaarsk Oynenb. M okpermia Bo MHE yBEpEHHOCTh, uTo ynaay! Bor,
TOYHO — HEMHOTIO el MPONIy U yIaay, MOKauyCh, Kak CHEXXHBIM KOM IO KPYTOMY CKJIOHY, U TaK
&Ke, KaKk KoM, pa3o0btock 00 ocTpeiid BeicTyn. Cuxky. Horu npoxar, npiiry, Kak pplda Ha Mecke —
pOT OTKpBIBalO, a BO3[yXa HE XBaTaeT. A CTpax BCE HABAJIMBAETCs, BCE T'HET TOJIOBY K TIPYIU.
XodeTcsi CBEpHYTHCS KIIYOKOM, CIIPATarh PyKH B KOJIEHAX M 3aMepeTh, aBoCch, OHU He HahmyT. [la
KTO 3T0 OHH, TymMal0 — YTO 3TO MHE B rojioBy je3eT? Ho cam 3nat0 — OHu yxe uayt 3a MHOM. U
3TO HE CTpaxHHUKH. CTpaXHUKH IO CPAaBHEHUIO C HUMH — MaJ€HbKHE JETH, B IE€COYEK
urparoume. Kro xe takue OHu? MoxeT Te, 0 KOM CTPaKHUKHU roBopuin — kxaum? Hert, Her —
3HAK0, 4TO HE TO. Kxa1mm — Bcero auib 4ynoBunia, a BOT, OHU — 3TO AEHCTBUTEIBHO CTPALIHO.
OTO Takoil yxac, OT KOTOPOTO BOJIOCHI HE TO, YTO JIbIOOM CTAaHOBATCS — IPOBOJIOKOM KECTKOU
BcTatoT! 3Haro, uto npu Buje Ux, s ynaay u 3a0b10Ch B CyIOpOrax, Kak najaydei cTpagarommi, meHa
130 pTa mouaet kporasas. A OHU BCTaHYT HAJO MHOM H...

[TouyBCcTBOBAM £, UTO KPpUUY OT CTpaxa. 3HAK, YTO KPUUY, YTO HEJIb3S TYT IIyMETh — ATUM HX
TOJIBKO MPUMaHMUIIb, a CAEJIaTh HUYETO HE MOTY, OpYy, BO BCE€ TOpJI0, MPOIIly HE 3a0uparb MeEHS,
OCTaBUTH TYT, B 3TOM MHUpE, KaKUM ObI CTpallHbM OH He ObUl. 3Ha yxe, yTo OHU HE B HallleM
MHpE KUBYT — B ApYyrom. Tam, rie cama *KHW3Hb COTKaHA U3 y)Kaca, IJe CyIIeCTBOBAHUE BO3MOXKHO
TOJBKO B OECKOHEYHOM KOIlIMape, OT KOTOPOr0 HE YMTH, HE NPOCHYThCS, HE CIHPSITaThCs B
0OMOpOKe, B CMEPTH.

Cran 10JI0BOM O CTEHY OWUTBCS M YYBCTBYIO, YTO OHHM YK€ OIM3KO. YCIBILIAIA KPUKH,
MOYYBCTBOBAJIM MOU yxkac, BeJib OHM UM U nuTaroTcs. M, 4TOOBI )KUTh, HY’)KHO KUBOE CYIIIECTBO
MOTPY3UTh B O€3/IHY CTpaxa, 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 MOCTOSHHO HCIIBITHIBATH BCEIICHCKHH yxkac 1 Torga OHu
CMOTYT MHUTh AYUIy YETOBEKA, HATUTHIBATHCS €10 CUIIOH. ..

Kpuuars yxe He MOT 5, TOJIbKO CTOHAJ M TOJOBOM OwmiIcs, a u3 Oe3AHbl mogHUManuch OHHU.
DTO s 4yBCTBOBAJ HACTOJBKO YETKO, HECMOTPSI Ha HEBEPOSTHBINM CTpPax, YTO U MOMHIO OTIMYHO.
[Tomuto, kak OHU mogHUMaIuCh. Bce Onmke u Onmxe — HYKHO Obl OekaTh Hazaja, HaBepX,
OT/JAThCSl B PYKU CTPAXKHUKAM — IMYCTh MEHS YOBIOT IMOCKOpEE, UK CKOPMSIT BajicaM. CMepTh —
BeJIb 3TO M30aBiieHUE. S UMero B BULY CMEPTh OT Meda, uiau oT 3yooB Bajica. Ho eciu OHu TOoOOM
3aBIaJCIOT — CMEPTHU He OyneT. bynet BeuHbIl KolMap, HeCKOHYaeMasi MyKa, MbITKa y>KacoM.

Cuxy, Telo, Kak He MOe — ollenieHesno Bce. CTOHATh aKe YK€ HE MOTY, TOJIbKO HAaKaTbIBA€T
BOJIHAMHU TOT CaMblii OecrpedenbHbId yxac, yTo OHu ¢ coboit HecyT. U Buxxy — u3 Oe3dHbI, U3
YEepHOTO MpoBaja BIIyOb 3eMJId TOAHUMAETC Oynro obmako. KiyOuTcs, Komommrcsi, BEIOpachiBaeT
B CTOPOHY IIymnajblia. A B o0O/lake TOM, JINI]a MEJIbKAIOT, UICKa)KEHHBIE CTPaXoM — caMH 1o cebe
CTpallHbIE TEM, YTO CTPaX UCITYCKAIOT.

Bort Tak. U Gosibllie s1 HUUETO HE MOMHIO — XOTh yoelTe MeHs. OUHY/ICS s JaJeKO OT KUJIMIIA
Opakyina, B poIle, YTO B HECKOJBKHUX YacaxX MyTH OT TOW 3JIOBELIECH CKajbl, TA€ OpaKyil IOCEeIUICs.
Jlonro nexan 6e3 cui u JyMall, 4TO CO MHOW NPUKIFOUYHIIOCS.

Kak >xe momain s B poly, KTO BeITAlJI MeHs u3 0e3aHb1? Kak-To CMyTHO MTOMHUTHCS, CKBO3b
CTpax, YTO MEHS OKyTall — KOIJa CHU3Y OO0JaK0 HaJBUTalOCh — CBEPXYy Irojioca CTPAKHUKOB
pa3aaBaIuCh.

MoxeT, OHU MEHS YCIIeNIU BBITALUTH? A, MOXET, 3TO 5 IpUIyMall ced0e — Mpo CTpaKHUKOB. U
KTO-TO JIPYroil MEHs OTTYyJa M3BJIEK, KaK phI0aK phiOy Ha KPIOUKe M3 MIyOOKOro, TEMHOTo oMmyTa. B



o0ImeM, He yCrea0 MeHS HaKPBITh TO 00JaKo — 3TO s TOYHO 3HAI0, MHAYe HE CHJea OBl celdac C
BAMHU U HE PACCKa3bIBaJ 3Ty UCTOPHUIO. S BOT, AyMaro, MOXKET, MHUTpa BCEMOTYIIMI €IIe, Pa3 IMOMOT,
Hanocnenok? Benb Ckonbko pa3 moMoran — a TYT, YTO X OTJaTh Ha mopyraHue aymry Moo Mm?
Her, on Tak He cormnacuiics Obl, 3TO TOuHO. BO3MO)XXHO, OH M HampaBUJI CTPAXKHUKOB, YTOOBI HAIIUTH,
MEHSI M BBITAIIIA. A yX, ITIO4EMY Opakyl HE OTJAJ MOE€ TEJIO BdJicaM, He 3Haro. S Torma Kak
MEPTBBIA ObUT — OHH, HABEPHOE, MEPTBEUMHY HE XPYT. A BO3MOXXHO, OPaKyll PEIIMJI, YTO C MEHS
XBATHUT U TOTO YyKaca, uTo s nepexul. [loxanen MeHs, 3HAYUT. ..
Crapuk 1oBeCuJI TOJIOBY Ha TPY/Ib U HAJIOJITO 3ayMAaJICH.

— Hy, nagno, — KoHaH MOMHSAICS € JIEKAHKH, IMPOKO 3EBHYI U C XPYCTOM MOTSHYJICS, U3
Yero CJEeI0Baj0, YTO OH HE CIUIIKOM BHUMATEIbHO CIYIIAN JEPBUIIA, BOSMOXHO JTaXKE U 3aJpeMall
B HECKOJIBKMX MECTax pacckasa.

— JlagHo, — moBTOpUJI OH 0OJIee TPO3HO, — a TJIE K€ KOMHATa ¢ PacChIIaHHBIMU IO TOJTY
cokpoBuliamu? Wi s 4To-TO NMPONMyCTHII U3 TBOETO pacckasa?

— A... 3TO... KOMHara-To... ObUIa, — HEYBEPECHHO CKa3ajd CTapuK, — S, BUIUIID JIH,
TOCTIOMH, HAJBIIAICSA, HaBEpHOE, HWCHapeHui, wuaynmx oT Pexm 3a0BeHHs, CHUBY
MOHUMAIOIIMXCS... HY W M03a0bul MHOroe... A koMHara — Oblna. Kak cefiuac momHIo, uay u
caloraMu-To KaMelIK OTKUAbIBAIO!

— Jla mouemMy K ThI B KapMaHbl UX HE HaOpay? — He Boiaepxkan Kymrap.

— S1? He naGpan, mouemy, Thl ClipammBaeiib, rocnoguu? Hy... Tak Beab, HE J0 TOTO OBLIO.
Ilorons 3a MHOM O IITaM HECHACh...

Konan yxe Bce moHsimn um mocMmotrpen Ha Kynmrapa, Bce Tak ke CHIEBIIETO B YOIy C
HEMPOHUILIAEMbBIM JIMIIOM.

— Hy, xoTh mo3abaBui1 OH Hac, — TMOKPAXTEB, CKa3all IyKaHWH, — MopaccKasai... JIereHabI-
TO JaBHO XOAAT PO 3TO MoA3EeMeIbe opakyna, mpo Peky 3abBenus... S myman, 4To OH W BIPaBIY
BHUJIETT COKPOBUIIIA.

— BoT nycTh JONHYT MOM 171a3a, — BCKUHYIICS AepBulll, — Buaen! Eie kak Buaen!

— Scno, — KonaH omsth 3eBHYI, — BOT TeOe, cTapuK, MOHETa 3a TO, YTO M03a0aBUJI HaC
paccKaszoMm.

OH NpOTAHYN Ha OTPOMHOM, BEIMUUHOM C JIOMAaTYy, JIAJIOHU CEPEOPSIHYIO MOHETY.

— O, HeT, HeT, 3TO CJIUIIKOM MHOIO, — 3alpOTECTOBANl AEPBHUIL, HO MOHETY B3sJI C TAKON

OBICTPOTOM, YTO C JIAJJOHU OHA McYe3Jia Kak Obl cama COOOH.

Hanocnenok, yxke coOnpasich yXonuTh, OH CKa3a:

— IlpaBny ckazarb, TOCIOAWH, CaM s HE BUJEJ KOMHAThl C COKPOBUIAMH, HO MHE OIWH
YeJIOBEK paccKa3bIBal — OOXKUIICS, YTO BUAECI U Ja)ke HaOpaJl MOJHbIe KapMaHbl KaMEIIKOB.

— A e Obl HaM YBHUJETh 3TOrO TBOEro uesnoBeka? — Kynrap eme He coBceM MOTepsul
HAJICKy HAUTH B MTOA3EMEIIbSIX OPaKylla COKPOBUIIIE.

— Jla Het ero gaBHO... W, BooOIIE, Npexie 4yeM MOMepeTh, OH MaMsATh NoTepsil. [ oBopuiu,
YTO BTOPOH pa3 moJie3 3a COKPOBUILIAMH, J1a U TONWJI Boaullsl u3 Pexu 3a0Benus. Bot Tak. Cnacubo
3a MOHETY. Ternepsp, €clii y MEHsI He 0TOEPYT, HECKOJIBKO THEH Oyly MUTh U KYIIATh BCIACTb.

— Hy, Bce e, 4TO-TO B 3TOM €CTh, — NpoTsHYI Kynrap, He jkenas npu3HaBaTh CBOIO OIIMOKY.

— Huuero net, — paBHonymHo 6pocun Konan, — Huyero.



— A Bupyr?

— Th1 xouemb 3a0patbes B onzemense opakyna? [loBepuB 3Tum pocckazHsim?

— Hy, ne 3nat0, — Kyntap nmoyecain 3aTbUioOK, — IO CJIyXaM Opakyll cka3ouHo oOorar... Hamo
MOIyMarh, y3Harh. ..

— V¥ koro y3Hatb? Thl BOT CIIyILIaJl TOJIIHS pacckas cTapuka — y3Hall YTO-HUOYAb?

— Koe-uto... Hanpumep, pacnosioxkeHre TOHHEIEH.

— O cokpoBHUIAX — y3HAI?

— O COKpOBHIIAX HUKTO TOJIKOM pacckasarb U He cMOxkeT. Ho BOT, uTto-TO MmHOTO B [lagnzape
CTAJIO MOTEPSABIUIMX MaMATh. BO3MOXXHO, BCE OHU XOOUJIIA K OPaKyIy...

— Kpom! 3auem opaxyiy mouts ux Bojo 3toii, u3 Pexu 3abBenus? 3auem?

— Hy... — Kynrap 3agymaincs, — MOXET, OHM paccKa3alld OpaKyily, IJl€ Yy HUX CHPSATaHbI
cokposula. [Tocie 3Toro, oH Mous UX 4epHOM BOAOM, U caM OTKaIlbIBaJl JIEHbIU. A Te Bce 3a0buin!
— Opakyn, — HacTtaBuTelbHO cka3ain KonaH, oOpamasice k Kynrapy, xkak k 3a0oieBlieMy

peOeHKy, — caM JIOJDKEH BCE 3HaTb, a HE pacCHpallMBaTh TE€X, KTO MPUILET K HEMY 3a COBETOM.
Nuayve, kakoi ke 3T0 opakyn? OH IOKEH Belarh, a He paccrpanmparhk! MlHadue ObICTpO pacTepsieT
CBOMX ITOCETUTEIIEH.

— MoxeT, cxoIuM K HeMy — 3a coBeToM? Jla U caMmu ITOCMOTpPHUM, KaK U 4TO...

— V 1e0g ecTh JIUIIHNE TeHBINU? — XOJIOAHO ocBegoMuicsa KonaH.

— Opakyi ¢ BOMHOB MHOTO He OepeT, — 3a4acTiil I0KaHUH, — OEpeT, CKOJIBKO JaayT. 3HAET,
YTO BOMHOB JIy4ille HE 00nupark. Tak 4To... GpOCUM MO MOHETE, a CAMU OIS, IUMCSI.

— HHTepecHo, — 3aayMmuuBO nponu3Hec KoHaH, — BBIBENI OH HOBYIO ITOPOY JIFOAEH, WIIA KOTO
tam?.. JlepBulll Beab XOIWJI K HEMY JIET ABALATh HA3A/I.

Kynrap obpanoBaics, uro KoHan X0Th 4eM-TO 3aMHTEPE COBAJICA.

— Koneuno! 3aogHo m mocMotpuMm — BbIBed uiM Het! CerogHs Kak pa3 BEUYEpPOM OH
MIPUHAMAET MTOCETUTEIICH !

— W uTo Tebs Tak 3auHTEPECOBAI ITOT opakyn? — yauBuics KonaH.

— He 3Harw, — npu3Haics 10KaHWH, — BOT, IPOCTO YYBCTBYIO, UTO €CTh Y HETO COKPOBUIIA,
ecth! Kak He ObITH?

On cmotpen Ha KonaHna ¢ Takoi cobaubeil MOJIbOOH B I11a3ax, YTO KUMMEpHUEI] HE BbIIEpkKal U
cTaj coOuparbcsl.

— OrHuBo BO3bMHU... BOpyr Tam, B TEMHOTE IPUAETCA OpOIUTH?..

— 3nauur, noiaem?! — KynTap nputaHioBbIBall OT PajoCTHOTO BO30YX/ICHHUSI.

— Toitgem, cipocuM y opakyna, CTaHy Jik sl KOTIa-HUOyab koposieM? — ycMmexHyicsi KonaH.

— A Kak MbI MIOMAIEM B MOA3EMEINbS?

— Mas1 npocto noiaem k opakyny! M Bce! — psBkHyn KoHaH, W 0KaHWH TMOHSJI, 4YTO
Pa3roBOPbI NOPA MPEKPAILLATH.

CTpaXHUKM, CTOSIBIIME Y BOPOT, Ha MOJHUMAIOIMXCS MO CTYNEHbKaM JIByX BOMHOB —
BBICOKOTO M HEBBICOKOIO, CMOTPENHN C MOAO3PEHHEM, KaK M Ha BCEX, KTO NMPUXOIWI K OPaKymy C
OpYKHEM.

[To mepe npuonmxenust Konana u Kynrapa k BoporaM, Mogo3peHUE CMEHSIIOCH YIUBICHUEM
— TaKOTO TMTaHTa, KaKUM MPEACTABISIICA KUMMEPHEL, JaXKe €CIIU CMOTPETh Ha HETO, TOMAIOIIETO
10 CTYIEeHbKaM, CBEpXy — HE 4acTO MOXHO ObUTO BcTpeTuTh Ha ynunax llaguzapa. U, nakonen —
KOT/Ia TOBapHIIM MOAOLUIM K BOpPOTaM — Ha JIMIaX CTPAXKHUKAX MOXXHO OBLIO BUJETH TOJBKO
MOYTEHHE, MOYTH OIArOroBeHHE MePe MOIIBIO MTPUIIEAIIETO K OpaKylly BOMHA.

— O 4em Bbl x0TUTE NpocuTh Bemukoro Opakyna? — TOHKHM TOJIOCOM CHPOCHII CaMbId



MOJIOZION CTPaYKHHK, PEIIUB BCE K€ COOMIOCTH MOJIOKECHHBINA PUTYAIL.

— He TBOe menmo! — psBkayn KoHaH, HEe yIOCTOMB B3IVISIAOM TPACYILYIOCS PYCYIO OOpOIKY
HOBOOpaHIIA.
— MsbI npunuum nocoBeTroBarbes ¢ Benukum OpakyloM O BaXXHBIX J€NIaX, — BKPAJAYHBO

nponien Kynrap, napanayB KOJIOUYAM B30POM IMOOYEPETHO JIUIA BCEX YETHIPEX CTPAKHUKOB.

BopoTa oTKpbUIUCh Ha YIUBJIEHUE OBICTPO.

— Bpemsa Benukoro opakyma goporo. Bel He Moxere pas3roBapuBarb C HUM CIMIIKOM
JI0JITO, — BBIKPUKHYII HOBOOpaHel MOJIOKEHHYIO (Ppa3y BCIE YXOASIIMM BOUHAM.

Konan ¢ Kyntapom npouuii Ha TEppUTOPUIO OpaKyia.

[lepen HUMU CTOSUT COBCEM HEBBICOKHM JIOM, TOOPOTHO CIOKEHHBIA M3 KpacHOro kamHs. OkHa
ObuTH 3a0paHbl pereTkamu. [lepen nBeppMH Tak e CTosia CTpaka — Ha Cei pa3 IeCTh YeJIOBEK.
N ecin y BOPOT CTOSIM HE CIUWILKOM 3pEJBIE BOWHBI, TO TEMEPh MEPEN APY3bsIMH IPEACTATU
OTBITHBIE, 3aKAJICHHbIE B 00siX HaeMHUKU. OHU CMOTpENId YrpIOMO M TOJO3PUTENIBHO, IEMKO
oCMarpuBas Kaxayro JeTadb KOCTIOMa BHOBb MPUOBIBIIIMX.

Kaxnplii 13 HUX HAJIONTO 3aJepKall B3I HA OrpoMHOM Mede KoHaHa, 3aTéM mOCMOTpEIN B
€ro CHHHUE Ia3a, Kak Obl MPOBEpsis, HACKOIBKO BIAJIEET ITUM MEUOM CTOSIIMUA Tepell HUMHU
YEJIOBEK.

Cyns 1o BBIp@KEHUSIM JIMI[ CTPA)KHUKOB, BCE OHU MPHIIUIM K BBIBOMY, YTO YEJIOBEK BIIAJICET
MEYOM OYE€HBb XOPOIIo, U TIPEACTaBIsET B 0010 HECOMHEHHYIO onacHocTh. Ha Kynrapa onu misHynu
MeJIbKOM. HEHYKHBIX BOIPOCOB HUKTO HE 3a/1aBal.

Monya u yrproMO BOMHBI OTKPBUIM JABEpHU. ToBapul BOLUIA B JOM. 32 HUMH, BCE TaKKE
MOJI4a, CJIEJOBAIA YETBEPO CTPAKHHUKOB. KpacuBblil 10HOIA C JIeBUYBUM JUIIOM — KoHaH gaxe
3aCOMHEBAJICA: HE Iepeoseras JIM >KEHIMHA Tepell HUM — IMpoOBeNl TOCTed BIIyOb J0Ma,
OKa3aBUIETOCS TOBOJBHO PO CTOPHBIM.

Konan ¢ Kynrapom u 4eTBEpO CTpPa)XHUKOB, BCJEJ 3a HOHOIICH, MPOLUIM HEIJIWHHBIM
KOPUJOPOM, CIIYCTHJINCh O HEOOJIBIIOW JIECTHUIIE U OKAa3aluCh B OTPOMHOM, MYCTOM 3aje,
MOCPEAN KOTOPOIO BO3BBIAJICSA TPOH M3 YHCTOrO 3070Ta. FOHOIIA KeCTOM MONpPOCHIT BOILIEAIIMX
OCTaTbCsl HA MECTE, U TJIABHOM MOXOAKOM IMOLIEI K TPOHY, OYEBUIHO, JOJIOKHUTH O ITPOCUTENSX.

Konan omsnencst. Hu3kuii moTojIoK U OTCYTCTBHE OKOH HABOJIWJIM HA MBICIb, YTO 3TOT 3aj
PacCIoJIOKEH Yyke mof 3emiiell. HemoHsTHO ObUIO TOJIBKO OHO: KaK MO TOW HEOOJIBIOW JIECTHUIIE,
10 KOTOPOM OHU TOJBKO YTO CHYCKaJIMCh, MOXKHO OBUIO MOMACTh MO 3€MJIIO, Jia €lie U MoJ| yTec,
TaK Kak, 3aJ ATOT C JAJEKMMHU CTCHaMHW, HUKAK HE MOT MOMECTUTHCS BHYTPH TOpPYALIETO, KAK
naien, yreca. KumMepuen BCIOMHMWI, KaK JOJATO OHU IOAHUMAJIKACh OT MOBEPXHOCTU 3EMJIM Ha
yrec. He Momm ke OHM CIyCTHUTBCS Ha TaKoe K€ paccTOosHHUE Mo HebOomwion nectaune?! Mmu,
ATOT 3a1 — WTo3usi? HTepecHO, Kak Ha CaMOM JIEJiE€ JaJI€Ku CTEHBI?

— I'ne Mb1, 1IeMoHBI TOOepHU ATOTo opakyia, Haxonumcs?! — 3amenTtan Kynarap.

— He pasroBapuBarb! — ApyKHO 3alIUNENN C3a]Id CTPAKHUKH.

Konan moxan msedamu. 3areM TOAHSUT PYKY U KOCHYJICSA TOTojka. [loTosok Obul camblit
HaCTOSIMI — M3 mepiaBoro kaMHas. Ho kak oH He pyxHeT 0e3 KOJIOHH U noAnopok? Beap 3To ke
HE MaJeHbKas KoMHaTKa? A, MOXXET, MMEHHO MajieHbKasi?

Kummepuer Bce 00JIbliie CKIIOHSUICS K MBICIIH, YTO BECh OTPOMHBIN 3a]1 — HILTIO3HUSL.

—. 51 3Han OMHOTO XyIOXKHHUKA, — BHOBb 3amenTai Kynrap, CJIOBHO yrajgaB MBICIM TOBApHUIIA,
TakK OH...

— He pasroBapuBarb! — nepeduin CTpaxKHUKH.

— 3arkauck! — KoHaH 00epHyICSs M MOCMOTpPENl Ha MEPEeMHUHAIONIMXCS C HOTM Ha HOTY



BOVHOB.

BunHo 6w110, 4TO UM HE TIO ceOe B 3TOM CTpaHHOM 3aje. HaeMHUKH 3amMoiyanu, BEPOSTHO,
pPEILLMB HE 3JIUNTh TUTAHTA C OTPOMHBIM MEUOM U HE YCTPauBaTh CCOPBI B IPUCYTCTBUU OPAKYJIA.

— Tak BOT, — mpomoOJIKaJl I0KAHUH, — XyAOKHHUK 3TOT TaK HAPUCOBAJI OAHAXIbI JBEPHOU
IPOEM U KOPUJIOP 32 HUM, UYTO BEYEpOM, MpH cBeTe (akesia, MHOTHE pacIMOan ce€Oe TOJIOBHI. ..
Moxert, u TyTr?.. Dake0B-TO HEMHOTIO, U CBETAT KaK-TO HE TaK... TYCKJIO CBETST.

Bepnyrcs roHOma. 3BOHKMM TOJIOCOM CKasal:

— Benukunit Opakyn xaetr Bac. Ho mpeaymnpexnatro — BpeMeHHU y Bac HEMHOro. Benukunit
Opakyi O4eHb 3aHSIT.

On nomwen Brnepen u KoHaH onsiTeh mogyMal, 4ro 3TO Iepeonerast KeHUmMHa. EaBa npy3bs
CABUHYJIMCH C MECTa, KaK BCE MPHUIUIO B JBHKeHUE. CTEHBI CKOJIB3WIIM BOKPYT, KaKk Obl BHE3AITHO
yTparuB MaTe€pUaIbHOCTh, MOTOJIOK HABHUCAJ, YTpOXKarolle Mporuodasce. [1oa Tonbko Ha paccTOSHUU
HECKOJIbKHUX IIar0B Ka3ajcs TBEPAbIM — JaJIbllle HAYMHAIACH MEPIAIOIIas 3b10b. Jpy3bsi CIbITAH,
KakK 3a CIIMHOM BIOJITOJIOCA YEPTHIXAIMCh HAEMHUKHU. BepoATHO, UM HE 4acTO MPUXOAUIOCH ObIBATh
B 3aJI€ IpreMa IO0CETUTEIIEH.

IOHoma e, HanpoTuB, 1 CHOKOMHO M yBepeHHO. Konan u Kynrap ymuBieHHO KpyTwin
roJIOBAMU U 4eM OOJIbIIe KPYTUJIU, TEM HEpPEaJbHEE CTAHOBHIOCH BOKPYT. CTEHBI CTAIM Ka4aThCs,
TO, HaJBUTASICh, TO, OTIAJSASICH, 30JI0TOM TPOH MOCPEAM 3ajia, BHE3AITHO OKA3aJICs MPAMO IEepen
miazamu. Ho pasmisiiers cuasiiero Ha TPOHE dYesoBeKa ObLIO HEBO3MOXHO. Mwuranu Qakeis,
IJISICATTU CTEHBI, MOJI YXOAMJI U3-TI0/ HOT, KaK naixyda Kopalssi, MOTOJIOK BCIIYYUBAJICS U OMyCKaJCs,
MYILCUPYS, KaK yaaB mepei OpOCKOM.

FOnoma ocranoBuicsa. Konan ensa He cumb ero, moaxsarThiBas Inatarorierocs Kymrapa.
CTpa)XHUKHU TKHYIMCh B MOTYYYIO CIIMHY KHUMMEPHUIIIa U OTKaTUJIUCh, KaK BOJIHA OT MPUOPEKHOU
ckajbl. Temepp MOXHO OBUIO pPaccMOTpeTh opakyiaa. KoHaH MBICIEHHO XMBIKHYI. B oOnuke
CUJSIIETO Ha 30J0TOM TPOHE 4YEeJOBEKa yrajaplBajach Cmia — HO He (u3uyeckas, cKopee
MucTAYecKasa cuia. Cuiia 1yxa, KOJJIOBCTBA, CUjla NOTYCTOPOHHSIS. [IpoH3UTENbHBIE YEPHBIE [T1a3a
CMOTpEJIM U3Yy4Yarolle W CJerka HacMeuuinBO. ['puBa 4depHbIX, 0€3 €IUHOM Ceou TP, BOJIOC
oOpamJisiia XyIoe OAyXOTBOpeHHoe Jullo (aHaruka. bopoma Oblia akKypaTHO MOCTpPUXKEHA W, B
OTIIMYME OT BOJOC Ha ToJioBe, cepedpuiiach ceauHo. OOMUMK oOpakyla JOMOJHSJT TOHKHH,
apUCTOKpaTUYEeCKUI HOC C €/1Ba 3aMETHON TOpOMHKON U IIOTHO CKaTble, 0€CKpOBHbIE I'yObl. OfeT
OH ObLJI, KaK U MOJIOKEHO, B MAHTHUIO, HUCTAJAIOIIIYI0 Ha OJIECTAIME CTYIIEHU TPOHA.

Ha, nogyman KonaH, opakyl HE U3 T€X, KOTO MOXXHO BCTPETUTh B TaBepHax WM Ha Oazape.
Jlaxxe ¥ BO IBOpLIaX HE 4aCTO YBUIMIIL TAKOTO YEJIOBEKA.

— O, Oyoyumii KOpoyib BEIMKOM AKBUIIOHUM, — HApacleB MPOU3HEC OPaAKYN, — Thl IPHUIIEI
KO MHE C HeOIaroBuAHbIMY 1enssMu. Ho BuHOBAT He THI. TBOM CIIyTHUK — MEUTAIONMK O 00rarcTBe
— noaouI TeOS Ha TPSA3HOE JEIO0.

Konan 3acteul. KpoBb 3acTydana B BUCKaX, OTJaBasCh B 3aTbUIke Tymou Oosbio. Kak oH Mor
y3Harh?! CKIIaABIBAIOCH BIEYATIEHHUE, YTO OH MPUCYTCTBOBAJI MPHU UX PA3rOBOPE B KAMOPKE HAJ
TaBEPHOM, WJIM, 10 KpaWHEH MeEpe, MOIACIYIIHMBAJ, MPUIIAB YXOM K aBepu. Kcraru, Benp OHH HeE
MIPOBEPSUIN — MOXKET, KTO-TO JEUCTBUTEIIBHO MOACTYIIABAT?

Bce 310 Murom npoHecioch B CO3HaHUM KUMMEPUIIIA, U OH OTBETUJI IIOYTH CPa3y XKe:

— TBou mmwuoHskl, 0, Benukuit Opakyi, 10CTONHBI caMOl OOJIBILION TTOXBaIbI!

Cupsimii Ha TPOHE YEIOBEK PACCMESIICS.

— Knsinych Tebe Bcemu MouMu 00ramu, y MEHsI HET IIMMOHOB B TaBepHE AcliankapuOa!

— A B Apyrux, 3Ha4uT, €CTh? — npockpumen Kymrap.



— B npyrux ecth, He cTaHy OTpHIIATh, — BCE €I YIbIOAsICh, CKa3all OpaKydl.

— Kak xe Tbl y3Han? — cnokoitHo cripocui Konan.

OH HUKaK HE MOI BCIOMHHUTB, IJIE€ OH BHJEI 3TO JULIO — CHUIAMMH Ha 30J0TOM TpPOHE
YeJIOBeK BApYr TMokazajca a0 Oonu 3HakoMbiM. Ho mmams ¢akenoB meranoch, oTrOpachiBas
npu3payHble T€HU, U OOIMK Oopakyia HermpepbsiBHO MeHsuics. 1 Bce xke... Bee xke... He mokugano
OIIYIICHUE, YTO KOTAA-TO OHU BeTpedanch. Ho xorma? Ine? I'me oH Mor BUAETH 3TOTO CHJIBHOTO U
XATPOTO YeNoBeKa?

— Ax, Konan, Konan, — npomomkan opakyl, — BUJHIIb, 1 Jaxke 3HaI0 TBoe uMs! IIbIrTasce
BCIIOMHUTD, IJI€ Thl MEHS BUJEI PAHBIIE, Thl JAXKE HE MOAYMAJI O TOM, YTO S CKa3aJl OYEBU]IHbBIC
BellM. XOUellb, I BCE OOBICHIO?

KoHnan kuBHYII, IPOAOJIKAs U3y4daTh IO OPaKyla.

— Tws1 Tepoii, 310 BUIHO cpazy. ['epoii, He criocoOHBIN Ha HEOMAroBUIHbBIC MOCTYIKHU, 3HAYUT,
TeOsI MOoIOMA BTOPOM — TBOW KOBapHBIM TOBapUUl JTO ke Tak mpocrto. U eme: repoum yacto
CTaHOBSTCS KOPOJISIMH, HO 3TO IOKA HE OMPEAEIEHO. .. MOXXHO IPEANIONO0KUTH, UTO YTOIHO.

— Ho nouemMy TbI penmi, 4To s IpUIea ¢ HEONaroBUAHBIMU HEAIMU? — OObSICHEHUS OpaKyia
KonaHy HE TOHPAaBUIIUCB.

— IloToMy, 4TO ThI HILEIIH COKPOBUIIA. A y MEHSI — 00 3TOM XOZST JIETEHbL, U A UX 3HAI0 —
COKpOBHIIA €CTh. ThI MpUIET pa3y3HaTh, pa3BeIaTh.

— A Kak € MBICIb O TOM, YTO Iepoid HE MOXET... — Hadas Kynrap, HO opakysl 0CTaHOBHUJI
€r0 TOPSIIM B3IVISIOM.
— MHe KaxeTcs, IO MHEHHMIO Tepos, — OH BHUMAreJIbHO mocmoTpen Ha KonaHa, —

3a0paThCsl B COKPOBUIIHUILY K OpaKylly, 0OMaHbIBAIOIIEMY JIFOICH — MOCTYMOK BIOJIHE JOCTOMHBIN.

Konan kuBHyn. Takum o0pa3oM, MoJy4anoch, YTO OPaKyll JEMCTBUTEIBHO CKa3ajl OY€BUIHbBIC
BellM. XOAAT JIETeH Ibl O COKpoBuUIliaX. KOHaH — MOCKOJIBKY OH repoil — B 00IeM, HE XOTEeN UATH
rpabuth opakyna; ero mogoma Kynrap. Ho mockonpky KonaH, (X0Th OH M Tepoii) BCE K€ CUMTAI
BOPOBCTBO Y OOMaHIIMKa-0paKylia He CIUIIKOM Y HEOIaroBUIHBIM IMOCTYIKOM, TO OH COTJIACHJICS
Ha MOACTPEKaHUS JApyra U noiues pasBeaarb. Opakyn 000 BceM 0rajajics, XOTs 3To ObUIO U HE TaK
yK TpyaHo. M Bce xke... mporie ObUIO TPEANOJIOKUTH, YTO KTO-TO TMOACIYIIAT UX Pa3roBOp B
KaMOpKe, a 3aTeM JOHEC OpPaKyly M MOJIY4YHJ COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO Tary. Ho yenoBek, cuasnmii Ha
TPOHE, BBIVISJET BIIOJHE HCKPEHHUM, KOTJAa KJISUICS, YTO y HET0 HET IIMHWOHOB B TaBEpHE
Acnankapu6a. 3HauuT?.. 3HAUUT, WIM YMEJIO BPET — OTO €ro paboTa, WU JIEUCTBUTEIHLHO
JI0TaJIaJICs MMYyTEM HECJIOKHBIX PACCYKICHUH.

Kummepuen nmomoprnmics. Paccyxaenus... OHu Bcerma 3p10KkH. JlocTarodHo ObUIO eMy —
Konany — pasbIrparb HEroJjoBaHUE WM HEAOYMEHHE U OpaKyi Obl penm, uto ommocs. Ho tenepn
— no311HO. Teneps OHU BO BCEM CO3HAJIHUChH.

— 51 "e Oymy mpukasblBarh cojijjaraM cXBaruTh TeOs, KonaH, — mpopomkan opakyil, —
HUKAKOTO 3Jia Thl HE MPUYMHUWI U MOXEIb CIIOKOMHO yXoauTh. KpoMe TOro, Thl CIMIIIKOM MHOTHX
yObelllb, TIPEXkKIe ueM TeOs 3apyOsiT WM CXBaTAT, a 1 Oepery CBOWX Jitoe. Moxelb UATH, HO
TOJBKO TTOMHU — BCE, UTO TeOe pacckas3biBaj JEpBUIIL, mpaBaa! Y MeHs B MOA3EMEIbSIX €CTh U
BAJICHI M KX311I, KOTOPBIN COEXKaJl U I1e-TO OPOIUT. ..

— JepBum! — BockimmkHyn Konan. — Tel 1 ects aepBui! Tl IpoCTO MEPEOIECIICS, HAUCTUIT
6opomy! Ho maza, Hoc... S moaro He MOT OHATH, rae s Teds Buaen. Ho celiuac BcrioMHmMII!

Opakyin paccMmesiics.

— S 4acto mepeoaeBarOCh, MEHSII0 BHEIIHOCTh U OpOXy MO ropoay. PacckasbiBaio JereH bl,
KOTOpBIC TIofIorpeBaroT uHTepec k Benmukomy Opakyny. Ilocie xaxaol BbUIa3KH B TOpoJl KO MHE



BaJIAT TOJIIMBI JKEJIAIONMX — HE CTOJBKO IMOJYYHUTh COBET, CKOJBKO IMMOCMOTPETh, €CIIN yIacTCsI —
JICHCTBUTEIIPHO JU BECh YTEC HCIICIIPEH TOHHEISIMH, W JEUCTBUTEIBHO JIM BOIOT 3a TaWHBIMHU
JIBEPbMH YesIoBeKO3BepHu. Hy M, HakoHeI, He BaJSAIOTCS JIU MO HOramMu cokpoBuila. OHU caMu U
HECYyT MHE 3TH COKPOBHIIA — TIO OJHOW 30JI0TOM MOHETKE, IO HECKOJbKY CepeOpsHHBIX. Yem
OOJIBITIe JTFONEH TPHUXOOWUT, TeM OOJbIle y MeHs JcHer. Korga HamomHSETCS CYHAYK, S MEHSIO
3BOHKYIO MOHETY Ha KaMEIIKH U MPsIy JAParolieHHBIN TOPIIOK ITyOOKO B HEApax 3eMiIH. Tak 4uTo, 5
HUKOTO HE 0OOMaHBIBaJl — COKPOBHIIA €CTh M OHW B TallHBIX KOMHaraxX. Kctartu, u BbI He 3a0ynbTe
3aIIaTUTh MOEMY TTOMOIIHUKY, — OH TIOBEJ PYKOH B CTOPOHY IOHOIM, — 5 AyMaro, 1Mo OTHOMN
cepeOpeHol MOHETE XBaTHUT.

KonaH moppuics B KapMaHax, HO HaIlle] TOJIbKO MeIaKu. Kynrap, IIMBITHYB HOCOM, YCITYKIHUBO
MPOTSHYJ ABE cepeOpEeHbIE MOHETHI MOAOIICIIEMY FOHOIIIE.

— IlpommaiiTe, Apy3sps, — BECENO CKa3all OpPaKyll, BEpPTSACh Ha TPOHE, KaK MaJBIMIIKa-
Heroce/a Ha CTYJIe Iepe]T HaqaJloM TOP)KEeCTBEHHOTO Y)KHHA.

Best ero TamHCTBEHHOCTh HMcUe3ia. TpoH MOTYCKHET M OKa3ajics He 30J0THIM, a MEAHBIM U
BOBCE HE TAaKUM BBICOKHM, KaK ITOKa3aj0Ch BHAYAJIE.

Konan moBepHylcs u momen K BbIXomy. Kynrap, COKpYIIEHHO B3JbIXas, CEMEHUJ CIIECIOM.
CTpaXHUKH IIUTH, BIIOJTOJIOCA O YEM-TO II€PEroBapwBasch. 3aj, B KOTOPOM OHHM HAaXOIWUJIHCH,
JICHCTBUTEIIPHO OKa3aJiCs COBCEM HEOOJIBINION KOMHATONH — IIIAaroB MATHAIATh B JUIMHY U JIECATH B
IMpUHY. BriojHe MOT yMECTUTHCS B UpPEBE yTeca.

— Kpom! — 6opmotan Konan, Harn6asich, 9TOOBI BEIMTH W3 3aJia B KOPUJIOP, — HO Kak K€ OH
co3/aJ1 TaKyro WLTIo3uio? Beapb 3a1 ka3ancs OrpOMHBIM.

IOnoma Bce Tak ke men Broepeau. CKOpo OH OTKPBUI JBEPb, BBITYCKas TocTeil m3 aoMma. B
r1a3ax ero He ObUI0 M HaMeKa Ha HacMmenky. Ckopee, COUyBCTBHE.

— U Bce xe, — ckazan KonaH, Korjja oHM CIyCKaJIUCh C yTeca MO JJIUHHOU JIECTHUIE, —
ATOT OpaKyld — YeJIOBEK HEOOBIUYHBIH.

— Oto BepHO, — 3avyacTui Kynrap, omacasch THEBa Jipyra, Iomasimero mo ero, Kynrapa, pune,

B HEJIOBKOE IOJIOKEHUE, — BEPHO, OPAKYI — JUYHOCTh HempocTas. KTo )k MOr MmpeanoioXuTh,
YTO OH MepeonieBalica U OpoAut o ropoay AepsuiieM? Ho 3auem OH HaIiea HaM TaKylo JUTMHHYIO
HUCTOPUIO?

— A 4T0 emy eme ocraBajoch? Thl )K€ NMpPUTANMI €10, KaK MEmOK ¢ Mykou! MHTepecHO
APyroe — OH JAEHCTBUTENBHO ObUT BAPEOE3TH MbSIH UM IPUTBOPSIICS?

— A 3adem emy NPUTBOPATHC? — modecall rojaory Kymnrap.

— A 3aueM eMmy NOUTh B TakKMX KOJMYECTBAX 3TO APSHHOE BHHO? Y HEro 4Yro, HET
xoporero? — napuponai KonaH.

Kynrap pazsen pykamu. OHM CIIYCTHIIMCH € yT€ca M HECIIEIHO IUIM B ropoa. HascTpeuy To n
neno nonaaanuck xkutenn laguszapa, oueBUIHO, CHEMAIME K OPaKydly — 3HATHbIE U HE OYEHb, B
SKUIMaKaX U MEIIKOM, B MaJlAHKUHAX, KOTOpPbIE IJIABHO HECIM YEPHOKOXKHE Padbl, U Ha OCIax.
Jlroqu crienmiid y3Hath cynbOy, MOJYyIUTh COBET, a, NIABHOE, IOCMOTPETh — JIEUCTBUTEIBHO JIU BCE
TaK, KaK O TOM PacCKa3bIBAIOT JIETE€H/IbI.

— A ecnu OH IPUTBOPSUICS, — NPOAOCKUI MbICIh KOHaH, — 3HA4MT, XOTEJ, YTOOBI ThI
JOCTaBUJI €T0 KO MHE. XOTeJ paccka3arb HaM CBOIO HCTOPHIO. XOTeNl 3aMHTEPECOBaTh, YTOObI MbI
MPUIILTA K HEMY.

— Hy u 3auem? Bot mbl npunuiy, yuou... u yto? — Kynrap noxan oJHAM IJIEYOM, U CTall
MOXOXK Ha TopOyHa.

— JlelictBuTenbHO, — XMbIKHYT KoHaH, — 3aueM emy 310 Obuio HykHO? HaBepHoe, Bce



MPOIIE: HE JyMall, 9TO 3TO APSHHOE BHHO TaK MOACUCTBYET — HAIMJICS U YCHYIL
OHu MONIONUIH K TaBEpHE TOJCTOTO AciaHkapuoa.
— VY T1ebs ocTanoch erle cepedpo? JlaBaii 3aiiaem, 4To JIH. ..
— 3a0/IHO TPOBEPUM, MOXKHO JIM TaK HAITUTHCS 3TOU APSHBIO. ..

Yepes Heckonbko qHer Kynrap Bieren B kamopky KonaHna, OpbI3Ka CIIOHOM OT BO30YXKICHUS.
Kummepuern Bce Takxke IpeMall, BHITIHYBIIMCh Ha JIEAKAHKE;

— Konan! { 3Ha10, Kak HaM IPOHUKHYTH B JIOTOBO Opakya!

Konan Hexotst nogHsuics. C yKOpoM TOCMOTPEN Ha TOBAPHUILIA.

— S BOoT aAymaro, HE HAHATHCS JIM HaM oOxpaHHUKamu? Kymer... kKak Tam ero ums?..
Cobupaercs uaTu ¢ kapaBaHoMm B Bennuro. Tyna moBe3eT Kakue-TO MOOPAKYIIKU, OPYKUE, YTO-TO
erie, a oTTyza. ..

— Iogoxu! — 3aopain Bo3OyxaeHHbINA KynTap.

— Yero xpaars?

— S 3Ha10, KaK... MPOHUKHYTh. .. — IO MPUCTATHHBIM B3IVISI0OM MPOH3UTEIBHBIX CHHUX TJ1a3
OH CTYILIEBAJICS, HO BCE ke, cOOpasicsl ¢ CHJIaMU M 3aKOHYHWJ, — B TOHHEJH, TAC OPAKYIT MPSYET
COKPOBHIIIA.

Konan mouuarn, mis/s Ha TOBapHIla TSKEIbIM, HeIOBOJILHBIM B3IVIsI0M. KynTap penmi Bce xe
BBICKAa3aTh CBOIO MBICIIb 0 KOHIIA.

— XOIAT CJIyXH, YTO B OKPECTHOCTSIX yTeca opakyja WHOTa nosBisieTcs uynosuie. Hamagaer
Ha JIIOJIei, KOpoB U oBell. OYeBUJIIBI — U3 TEX, YTO OCTAJIUCh B >KUBBIX, OMHUCHIBAIOT €T0, KakK
MoMech YenoBeka U Obika. CaM OrpOMHBIN, TEJIO IMOXOKE Ha YeJIOBeUbe, a TojoBa Oblubs. Pora u
JaXKe... Jake KOJbIO B HOCY. S ymaro, 3TO TOT caMblid KX3II, O KOTOPOM TOBOPHUJI JIEPBHIIL.. TO
ecTh opakyl. OH Bedb yTBepxknaia, uro He Bpaji! ['oBopwi, 4TO KX3II BBIOpajiCSs U OPOAMT TIO
ToHHeIsM! OHM €ro JAep)XaJi TPUBS3aHHBIM, KaK Oblka — 3a KOJbIO. S Jymaro, OH cymel
MIPOKOIIATh BBIXOM U TEIEPh MOSBIISICTCS HABEPXY.

— ThI xouelb HAaWTH KX3111a, YOUTh, U UATH PHICKATh 110 TOHHESIM, BMECTO HEro?

— Hy... nmpuueM TyT — BMECTO HEro? — IyKaHWH CTaJl TONTAThCsl, KAK Py4HOU MeJBelb Ha
0azape...

— IloTomy 4TO, TaK W MOTYYUTCS, — HACTABUTENBHO cka3asl KoHaH, — moka o0oiifens Bce
TOHHEJIH, TIOKAa HalJeIIb... J1a elle U €CTh JJM OHO — cokpoBuie? W Tak 11 BeInKo, Kak 00 3TOM
roBopsT? Benpb JIETeHIbI-TO XOAAT CO CIIOB caMoro opakyna!

— Ho Bce xe... OH Beap HE OTPUIIAJ, UTO COKPOBHUIIEC €CTh. UTO OH MpSUYET €ro B JaJbHUX
ToHHesX. [IlaHCchl, KOHEUHO, HEBEIUKH, HO...

— XBaTUT yXe BbIIACTh uanoramu! S Teneps HU 3a UTO HE MOIHUMYCh C dTOM JICKAHKU.
Pa3Be, 4TO BOT, OXpaHHUKOM HaHAThCSA... BOT 00 3TOM HY)KHO MOIyMarh!

Hounb Beimanacek dyepHasi, kKak ThMa npeucrnonneit. HeGonpbImoi ceprt JyHbl HACKHO MPSATAICA
3a HU3KUMH Tydamu. B npenasepuu HOUHOM Oypu momHsuics BeTep. JlepeBbs THYIUCH U CKPUIIETH



compHKacaroMMuca BeTkamMu. I B 3TOM CKpure ciblliajgachk OTYasHHAs kajno0a yxa JiepeBa Ha
CBOIO HEJETKyI0 cyabOy. A ¢ ApPyroro KOHIIa POIM, MPWJICHHUBIICHCS OTHONW CTOPOHOM K YTecCy
Opaxkysa, JOHOCHUJIMCH, Pa3phIBAIONME IYIIy, OTYasSHHBIE KPUKU — MOHOTOHHBIE, IOXOXXHE Ha
CTCHAHUS HENMPUKASTHHOW, TPEIIHON TYIIH.

B camom neHTpe poum, Tam, rae BA3Kas TEMHOTA MYJIbCHPOBAJIA, CIOBHO JKHUBOE CYIIECTBO,
CUJIEJIM JBa YEJIOBEKa — JIBa BOMHA B MOJIHBIX OOEBBIX JI0CIEXaX, C OOHAKEHHBIMUA MEUaMH B PyKax
Y HECKOJIBKMMU KUHXKAJIaMH 3a MOSICOM.

— KonaHs, capimminb, Kak KpuuuT? IT0 OH! ITO TOYHO OH — KXO11I!

— DTO IPOCTO AEPEBO CKPUIIUT, KaK U TO, YTO HENAJIEKO OT HAC.

— He Moxer, Hy, HE MOXET JEpeBO TaK CKpumnerb, — uentan Kymnrap, omisaeiBas
OKPYKAIOLIYI0 UX TEMY.

KonaH BHe3almHO BCIIOMHWJI, KAKMM CIIOKOMHBIM, HEBO3MYTUMBIM ObUT I’KaHUH B Hadaje UX
3HAKOMCTBA. Teneps psAIoM C HUM CYeTHJICS OBICTPBIN, HETEPIEIUBBIA YEIOBEUCK, HE MPUBBLIKIIMI
x1arb. Uto ero tak uameHuso? JKu3Hb, MONHAs OMACHBIX NpuUKIoueHui? JKaxkaa COKpOBHIL,
oorarctBa?

Kynrap, He cuutas camoro KonaHa, ObUl €IMHCTBEHHBIM, OCTABIIMMCS B KUBBIX OXPAHHUKOM
KHSDKHBI, ITOXMIIEHHOW KOJAYHOM-CarTupoMm. OTpsii CTpPa)XKHUKOB, BO IJIaBE C KallUTAHOM
bpykkucom, oTnpaBuiicsa Ha TOUCKH KHsDKHBL [lormGmum Bece, kpome Kynrapa u Konana. Kazanocs,
YTO 3TO OBLIO B JAJIEKOM-JAJIEKOM MPOLUIOM. ..

Kuzupb, n300UIyIOMAS OMACHOCTSIMU U MPUKIIOYEHUSIMH, 3aCTaBIsIeT 3a0bIBaTh MPOIUIOE.
Peka Bpemenu, Peka 3abBenus — mnomgymanoch Konany. )Kuznb — 3T0O U ecTh Ta camasi Peka
3a0BeHMs, O KOTOPOM TOBOPWIM JIET€H/bl. MHOTO COOBITHI MUTAET XU3Hb, NOAOOHO pydeilkam,
cTekaronmmcs K Oonbiioil Boge. Ho Bce nu 3anmomusTca? Het, TOIbKO camble SIpKUE, Camble
3HaUYMMBbIE. A peka O€XKHUT, MeTIsAsi MEX XOJIMOB, MPOOMBAsCh CKBO3b 3aTOPbl M 3al0Mbl. HoBble
pY4YEeHKHN HAMOJHSIOT €€, B3aMeH Mepecoximx. HoBbie cOOBITHSI OTTECHSIIOT TO, YTO OBLIO KOTA-TO
ZIOPOI0, 3aCTABIISIOT MPOLUIOE OTHAIATHCSA, UCYE3aTh, KaK CTapO€, 3aHECEHHOE MeCKoM pycio. U
JIIOIM, KOTa-To Onu3kue — oTHocsTcs Pekoit Bpemenu B nanexoe nmponuioe, KOTOpOE €/1Ba MasiuuT,
rJe-T0 B DIyOMHAaX MaMsiTH M BCIIOMHMHAETCSl KaK CTaphlid, MOTy3a0bIThIA COH. TOJIBKO WMHOTIA
BCILIBIBET BAPYT M3 O€3I0HHOTO OMYTa JAOPOroe JINI0, TPOMENBKHET B pyciie, Cpelld 0€CHYIOIMXCS
BOJIH M ICUE3HET, YHECEHHOE BeIMKOil Pekoilt 3abBeHu4. . .

— Cnbmmub, Konan? Kpuku npubnuxkarorcs!

— DTO POCTO BETEP ITOBEPHYJ B HAILLy CTOPOHY.

— Jla HeT Xe, HeT, BETep KPYTUT BCE BpeMs, a Kpuku ctaiu Ommke! 31o kxam! HyxHO OBITH
Ha4YeKy — BOBpeMs 3axeub ¢aken. Thl pa3Be HE CIBIIMIIG, KAK MOHOTOHHBI 3TH 3Byku? JKuBoe
CYLLIECTBO PEIKO KPUYUT MOHOTOHHO.

— Peako, HO ObIBaeT. A 3TOT 3Beph — camas HacTosimas peakocTh! Opakyn BbIBEN €ro
HMCKYCCTBEHHO, OH OJINH TaKOM.

Ckpuribl — WM, BCE K€ KPUKH — JIEUCTBUTEILHO, OyATO cTanu Ommxke. Kazanoch, 1€MOHBI
HOYM CKPUITYYE BBIKPUKHUBAIOT MPOKJIATHS BCEM, KTO OCMEIHIICS MOTPEBOXKUTH UX MOKOW. Berep
CMEHWJICS MEJIKUM A0 AUKoM. [loxoxe, Oypst oTmeHsutach. boru moroasl nepeaymani.

— On 3amomuan, — 3amentan Kynrap B camoe yxo KoHana, — BHAHO y4ysul Hac,
MIPUTOTOBHIIICS K OPOCKY!

— Wnu ipocto Betep cTux, — npodypyan KoHan, KyTasch B IJall, — MbI TYT IPOMOKHET JI0
HUTKH.

— Capmmnb, — 3ammnen Kynrap, — capmmis? Ciymai! Tpeck cyubeB nox Horamu!



— DTOT TPECK S JaBHO CIIBIILY, — HEIOBOJIHO OTO3BaJICS KOHAaH, — Majo Jau KTO Mo Jecy
opomut? Measeab, HapuUMeEp.

— MenBenp B TaKkylo MOTOAY CIUT Ie-HUOYIb O KYCTOM.

KoHaH TOJIBKO XMBIKHYII.

— V¥V MeHs ¢aken non miamoM — cyxoi. HaBepHoe, 3axkurars Hano. Hu 3ru He BUIHO!
Bpocutcst oH Ha Hac B TEMHOTE — 4TO Jejarh OyjieM?

Konan Momuai, u, Kka3ajnock, [peMai. 3areM, BOAPYT PE3KO BBITPSIMUIICS:

— C ceBepHOM CTOPOHBI — TPECK CY4bEB!

— Uto0? C ceepuoi?! Huuero He cabiry. Bor Tyt, Tpeck, tak Tpeck! Ho, Bpome, Mumo
MIPOXOJIUT. ...

B mpocete nokazanacek OnenHas iyHa. PBaHble Tydd BHOBb MBITAJIUCh HAKPHITH €€ TMEJICHOM,
HO BE€YHas HOYHAS rOCThA YMYIPSJIACh XOTh OJHUM IJIa30M, Ja B3MISIHYTh HA MMPOMOKIIMX BOMHOB,
CUIIIMX B 3acaje B LIEHTpe HeOoubloN pomm. Bumgena oHa, Kak ¢ CEBEPHOM CTOPOHBI
nonoupaeTcs K HUM HEBUAAHHBIN 3BEPb, a C FOKHOU — MHUMO MPOXOJUT POCOMaxa.

— HWper kTo-TO TspKENbI, — mnpomosnkan KoHaH, — XpyCcT CTOMT, CJIOBHO CJIOH MO JIECY
maraer!

— Ceiiuac u 51 uyTo-TO ciblry. Toapko ganeko. — I[logoxmu, ckopo Oymet Oomu3ko. Bot Teneps,
MPUTOTOBH (haked.

Kynrap 3amypman niamom. KoHad BCcTan U ¢lies1all HECKOJIbKO Pa3MUHOYHBIX JBUKEHUM.

— ThI 3)x€ ero BcyrHemb! — 3ammnen 0KaHuH.

— ThI pa3Be HE MOHSI, YTO OH UAET K HaM? Kak MOXXHO BCIIYTHYTh TOTO, KTO MOJIKPAIbIBACTCS
K Te0e? DTO OH MOXKET BCIYTHYTh HAC, HO MBI )K€ HE UCITyraemcs’?

— Hert, koHeuHO, MBI He ucnyraemcsa, — Kyarap 3axer ¢axen, HO Jepkal €ro B Tpase,
omnacasich, 4TO OTOHb MOXET BCE K€ OTIYTHYThH 3BEPSI.
— OmH 3arauics nepes OpoCKOM, — CIOKOMHO cka3ain KoHaH, — Oyap TOTOB B HYKHYIO

MHUHYTY OCBETHUTH IOJISIHY.

Tpeck cyubeB neWcTBUTEIBbHO CTHX. Iloxoke, OBUIO, YTO YYIOBHUILNE OCTAHOBHUJIOCH,
BHUMATEIBLHO PAa3lIsi/ibiBasl MUILY, KOTOPYO HE HAJI0 HM HCKarb, HU JOTOHSITh — BOT OHA,
TEPHEUBO XKAET, KOrJa MPUAET OXOTHUK.

Kxsmr TuxoHbKO 3aBopuall. Briepenn aBa HEHABUCTHBIX CYILECTBA, TAKME K€, KAK U TE, YTO
MYy4IJIM €10 B KiieTke. Ho oH cymen pa3ornyth npyThs U yoexars. [locne 3Toro, moiro opoaui mno
TOHHEJSIM, TOJIONAJI, JIOBUJI KPbIC, HO KPBICHI ObUTHA CIUIIKOM MaJbl, YTOOBI YTOIUTH rosoa. MHorna
€My yJaBaJOCh HAIlaCTh HA 3a3€BABIICTOCS CTPaXKHUKA, MPEXE, 4eM TOT BbITaumT Med. Ho vame
MIPUXOIAJIOCH JIOBOJILCTBOBATHCA KpbIiCaMu. M TOJNBKO TENeph, KOrla OH CyMEJI HPOPBITh TOHHEIb
HaBEPX, OH CMOXKET ChECTh, CKOJIBKO 3ax0oueT. JKajkue CylecTBa, KOTOPBIX OH JIOBHJI BEUEpaMH Ha
JIOpOre K YTECY, HE MOIJIM COMPOTUBIISITHCS, KaK 3TO A€Ialn CTPAXXHUKU B TOHHEJISIX.

Kxam1 Obut He suiteH yMa U XuTpocTu. OT yeaoBeka emMy nepeagoch CO3HAHUE, U OH BIIOJIHE
0CO3HaBaJl ce0sl, 3HaJ, YTO OH — BCETO JIMIIb YYJOBUIIE, POXKJICHHOE B pe3yJIbTaTe MaruyecKoro
sKcepuMeHTa. Ero Hayuusiv roBopuTh — Uil 3a0aBbl WK JUIsl 4ero-To eile. CTpaXXHUKH MO0y
MOBTOPSUJIA HY)KHBIE CJIOBA U MTOKA3bIBAJIM NMPEIMETHL, 3TUM CIIOBAM COOTBETCTBYHOIIME. Meu, marl,
pelIeTKa, €/1a, MUCKA. ..

On He Mor Oparb NMHINy pyKaMHd — y HEro He ObUIO MalbIIEB — PYKH 3aKaHIMBAINCH
KOpOBbMMHU KomlbITaMHu. [l03TOMYy OH €J, Kak XKMBOTHO€ — PTOM, HO MHCKY AEpXKal PYyKamu,
3aKHUMasi MEXKAY KONbITaMU. A CTPaXHUKU CMESUIMCh M TOKa3bIBajdu najabliaMu. OH k€ HE MOT
IT0Ka3aTh NAJILIIEM M ITOKa3bIBaJ KOIIBLITOM. TOra OHM CMESINCH ellle OOJIbIIE, 1 OH BO3HEHABHIEIT



UX JIFOTOM HEHABUCTHIO YyJOBUIIIA.

OH 3Hai, 4TO poAWiCs OT KOpoBbL. [IOMHUII €e JTacKOBBINA S3BIK, COCKH, apYIOIIME MOJIOKO,
MHOTO MoJyioka. M yke Torga oH BHJEI, YTO CHJIBHO OTIMYAETCS OT HEE, YTO TEJIOM IIOXOXK Ha
4eJioBeKa, Ha cTpaxHuka. To, 4To y Hero Obuia TojioBa ObIKa, OH HE 3HaJ, MOKa HE YBUJEI CBOE
OTPa’KEHUE B PYyUbeE.

Ho »T0 ciyuusnock yxe mocie Toro, Kak oH BbIOpajcsi Ha MOBEpXHOCTh. Jla, Tesno ero BHEUIHE
MOXOAMJIO Ha Teno venoBeka. Ho denoBek man u cinad. OH k€ poCTOM BABOE IPEBOCXOANI CaMOTO
BBICOKOTO CTPa)KHUKA, & CUJIOW — BCEX, CKOJIBKO UX HU ObUIO B TOHHEJSIX!

OH 3HaJ, 4TO TaKoe OTOHb. B KJIeTke CTpaKHUKHU 75 3a0aBbI KIVIU €ro (hakelaMu, oKa OH He
Hay4HJICsS BEIOMBATh UX PE3KUM yAapoM KOMBITa. A MHOTJA B TOHHENb, IJIe HAXOIUJIACh €T0 KJIETKa,
NpUXOOUIT caM oOpakyl. Kxsml BuAen, YTO S3TOT YEJIOBEK TYyT IVIaBHBIA, BHUJIEN, C KaKUM
MoI000CTPACTUEM BBICTYIIMBAIOT CTPAXHUKU €r0 MPHUKa3bl, KaKk OpOCaIOTCs BBIMOJIHATH UX. OH
Jorajayics, 4To OpaKyll — BUHOBHHUK €r0 IMOSBJICHHUS Ha CBET U BO3HEHABHUEN 3TOr0 HAJMEHHOTO
YyeJloBeKa TaK, YTO CaM MHOIZA Myrajcs CBOEM HEHABUCTH. YOWUTh Opakylia CTallo LEJIbI0 €ro
®KU3HU, U OH OpOIWII MO TOHHEJSIM B HAJEXKJEe HAWTH ero, youtb u cwhectb. Jla, cvecth! OT
YeJI0BeKa €My Iepefalioch KEJaHWE €CTh MSCO, U 3yObl y HEro ObUIM COBCEM He KOpoBbH. OH
MPEKPaCHO yMEJI OTPhIBaTh OT Teja >KEPTBbI COYALIMECS KPOBBIO KYCKM W TOPOILUIMBO IIOTATh,
npsTaTh TaM, 7€ HUKTO HE HAWJIET — B CBOEH OTpOMHOM, HEHACHITHOU yTpoOe. U ceifuac oH
MOAKPAIbIBAIICS K JABYM JIIOASIM, IMOYEMY-TO OKA3aBIIUMCS HOYBIO B POILE. DTH JBOE HANIOMUHAIU
HEHABHUCTHBIX CTPAXKHUKOB. [loXoke, OHM KOTO-TO *KJainu. Yk He ero ju? OH npeanoarai, 4To €ro
OymyT uckarh, 4TOoObl yOuUTh. Ero m wuckamm — OpOmuiM MO TOHHENSAM IEJbIMU OTpPSJIaMH,
B3/IparvBas M XBaTasiCh 32 MEUU MPHU KaXJOM Iopoxe. Tak MOXET, 3TU JABOE€ — CHUJAT B 3acaje?
HyxHO nmogoxaarb, MOCMOTPETH U MOCTYIIATh.

...— Yro xe o Meanut? Yero on mennut? Yero? [louemy He Hanagaet?! — Kynrap ObL1 cam
HE CBOM OT TOMUTEJIBHOTO OXKUJIAHHUSI.

Konan 3Han mo cebe, 4TO HET HUYETO XY)KE, YeM €KECEKYHJHO KJaTh HamaJeHus, KOTOPoe,
Mo4YeMy-TO OTKIaAbiBaeTcA. OXHAaHWE BBIMATBIBAET HEPBBL, POXKIAECT HEYKPOTHMOE KEITAHHUE
BCKOYMTh, Oparh, pa3MaxuBarb MeuyoM. Ho 3Hanm Tak ke, 4TO €ClIu MOAJaThbCd — BCKOYUTh U
3aoparb — Oymer eme xyxe. MOo coBceM yxk mIoxo — OpocarbCsi Ha HECYILECTBYIOLIETO
NPOTUBHUKA. B 3TOM ciydae MOXXHO JTUMIIMTHCS pa3yma, YTO OH M HaOlto[al HECKOJIBKO pa3, Koraa
HOBOOpAHIIbl, HE BBIJICPXKAB HAMPSKEHHOTO OXUJIAAHUS, KUJATUCh B «00i». Bckope uX Kpuk
nepexoauns B 0e3yMHBIN XOXOT, ITOCIIE YeTO0 OHU Opocaiu opyxue u yoeranu. X motoM Buzenu Ha
0a3apax, IUKO CMEIONIMXCA HaJl KaXK]IbIM MPOJIaBLIOM U MOKYIIaTelIeM.

— Kak 3t0 — denoBek ¢ rosoBoi Oblka? — Bompomman Kyiarap, cTaB OT HECTEPIUMOIO
OXKUJIaHUS CIUILKOM Pa3rOBOPYMBBIM.

— YT0 3HAUUT — YeNOBEK C rojoBoi Obika? Pa3Be Tak MoxkeT ObITh? Pa3Be MOXET KOpoBa
POAUTH YeJIOBEKa, MYCTh Jake C OblUbei rojoBoi? DTO 3HAUUT, KAKOM-TO YETOBEK JIIOOUIT KOPOBY,
BMECTO KEHIUHBI?

— BeposatHo Tak, — caepxkaHHo oTBeTH] KoHaH u, cyuTas, 4To MyCTh JIY4Ille €r0 TOBAPHIII
TOBOpPUT 0€3 YMOJIKY, YEM BCKOYMT M HAUHET pa3MaxvuBaTb MeEUOM, J00aBwji, — a 4TO TeOs
YAUBIISACT?

— Kak uro? Kak 310 uT0o? S 3Ha1 OJHOIO TAaKoOro coJjijlaTa — HH OJHOM KOPOBBI HE
nponyckan! Ho HM oqHa KOpoBa HE POAMIIa OT HErO YesloBeKa ¢ Obubelt rosoBoii! BooOie, HuKoro
HE poXkasa, MoKa He MPUBOAMUIIN i Obika!

— He 3a0bIBaii, 4TO OpaKyn — 4elOBEeK He MpocToid. BepodaTHo, KonayH. A KOJAOBCTBOM



MOXHO U HE Takoro n1o0uThes. He 3ps j)ke OH HaM Tak Kpaco4YHO paccKas3bIBajl IPO CBOKO HEBECTY,
OporieHHYI0 Ha Topyranue 3Bepro. OH JEHCTBUTEIBLHO IPOBOAWUI TaKue OMBITHL. U, BeposTHO,
JOCTHUT YCIIEXA HE TOJBKO B CIIy4ae C 3TUM KXJIIEM.

— 3HAYUT... 3HAYUT, BCE MOA3EMEIIbE KUIIUT MOHCTPaMuU?

— Hy, oHM, HaBepHOE, CUIAT B KJIETKAaX.

Konan ObL1 paa OTBIIEYb Apyra OT TOMUTEIBHOTO OKUJAHUs araku. JIroOble pa3roBopsl ceruac
MMOMOTJIM CHSTh HAIPSHKEHUE.

— Ho, Bce xe, MHOTHE MOIJIM cOeKaTh U TENEPh CIYKAT OPAKYILy, KaK Obl IOMOTHUTEIbHBIMU,
HE3BaHBIMM OXpAaHHUKAMHU COKPOBHUIII!

— BepositHo Tak, — kuBHYn1 KoHaH u 3amep, BCMaTpuBascCh B OuepTaHUs OMMKAKUIIMX
JIEPEBBHEB.

Henonaneky, moyTu CIMBasCh C MOIJIECKOM, CTOSJIO CTPAHHOE CYILECTBO, C TEJIOM YEJIOBEKA,
roJIOBOM ObIKa M KONBITAMM BMECTO TaliblieB. JIyHa ocBemana ero ObI4bl0 TOJIOBY, YBEHUAHHYIO
poramMu JJIMHOW B JIOKOTh. B HOCY J€MCTBUTENBHO MOOIECKUBATIO METAUIMYECKOE KOIbI0. Kxam
HE JIeJIaJl HUKAKUX IOMBITOK HAanacTh. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH TUXO JABUHYICS K JIOJSM, PACCTABUB PYKHU
B CTOPOHBI, BEPOSITHO, KeJlas MPOAEMOHCTPHUPOBATh MUPHBIE HamepeHus. Kynrap momssn daken
HaJ1 TOJIOBOM M 3aCThLI B OKMJAHUN KOMAHJIbI JIpyra.

Termeps 3T0 OBLT CITOKOMHBIN, PEIIMTEILHBIN U TOTOBBIN K 000 conaar. KoHaH cTosur Morua, He
MOAHMMAsl M€Y, HO M HE€ BKJIaJbIBasg €ro B HOXHBL. BbBDKMIATETBHO CMOTpPEI HAa MEIJICHHO
MpUOIMKAIOIIETO CSI MOHCTPA.

— Onyctute dake, s He JIFOOII0 CBET, — YYIOBUINE C TPYIOM BBHITOBAPUBAJIO HEIOCTYITHBIM
OBIUBHM SI3EIKOM YEJIOBEUCCKHE CIIOBA.

Kynrap, OTKpBIB pOT W BbhITApallMB IJla3a TaK, YTO OHHU TMEPECTAIM BBIIABaTh €TI0
MPUHAJICKHOCTD K Y3KOIIa3bIM I0KHBIM [JIEMEHAaM, ONYCTH (haKel.

— TbI ymeen ToBopuTh? — cripocuit Konan.

Hu oguH MycKya He APOTHYI Ha €ro JIMIEe, KOTraa OH, HApOYMTO MEJJICHHO, BIOXKWJ ME4 B
HOXKHBL

— MeHs yuuiau Te, KTO MEHSI KOpMUJI, — € KaXJbIM pa30M y HEro MoJiy4ajaoch BCe Jydlle, —
U s CJIBILLIAJ Balll Pa3roBop.

— 3aueM ThI yOuBaenb Jrojieii? — KoHaH cTapaicsi TOBOPUTH KOPOTKO U TTOHSATHO.

— 1 ux HeHaBUKY!

— IHouemy?

— OHH co37an1 MEHS YYIOBUIIEM.

— JIroqu He BUHOBaTHl. BUHOBAT OIMH YeNIOBEK, TOT, KTO T€Os CO3/1a]T1 — OpaKyil.

— Ma, 310 Tak.

— MpbI ToMOkeM Tebe YOUTh €10, a Thl TOMOT'M HaM HalTH €ro COKPOBHIIIA.

— YTt0 Takoe cokpoBua?

— DTO0 Takue OnecTAIpe KaMelKu. ThI 3Ha€elllb, TIe OHU JIeXKar?

— 3Haro.

— Torga maBaii 3aKJIO4UM COHO3.

— UYto Takoe cor3?

— JloroBopumcs, 9To OymeM moMorarh APYyr APYry U He yOUBATh JIPYr Apyra.

— Brl moMoxkeTe MHE YOUTH Oopakyia?

— Jla.

— A 4 MOKa)Xy BaM COKpOBHIIA?



— Jla.

— D10 u OyzeT cor3?

— Jla. U eme kisitBa — He yOUBaTh APYr Apyra.

— Sl comaces.

Kxam1 monorien u Bctan psagom ¢ KonanoM. Poctom oH ObUT BhIlIE TOYTH BIBOE, MACCUBHEE —
B HECKOJIBKO pa3, U CUJION, HECOMHEHHO, 00aan 0e3rpaHuYHOMN.

— Yrto MHe aenars nociue?

— Ilocne? — mepecnpocun KoHaH u TyT ke Aorajgajicsi — YydOBHUILE AYMAaeT O TOM, Kak
KUTh NIOCJIE YOMHCTBA OpaKyla, mocjie pacmnaaa ux corsa. — llocie Tl MOXKelllb. .. — KUMMepHUel]
3alymMmacs, — KUTh B €T0 JOME, B €10 TOHHEIX. JKuTenu OynyT NpUHOCUTH TeOe eIy, YTOOBI Thl HEe
BBIXOJIMJI U3 TOHHEJIEH 1 He yOMBaJ UX.

— Wi moxenmw XUTh B MOEM 3aMKE, KOTOPBIM s CKOpO Kyruito, — BcTpsin Kymrap, ¢
BOCXHUIIICHUEM OCMaTpuBas MOTyuyro GUTypy KX3IIIa.

— KT0 3T0? — OrpomMHO€ KOIBITO yKa3aJio Ha I0KaHUHA.

— 910 moit npyr Kynrap. On Toxe OyneT B HaieM coro3e. OH cMelbli 4eJIOBEK U OTBaXKHBIN
BOUH.

— XO0poI10, — MOHCTP HECKOJIBKO pa3 KauyHyll ObIYbEN rOJI0BOM.

— A Teneps noiieM B ToHHEIU, — KoHaH penmi He TEpSTh BpEMEHH MTOHAINPACHY, — Yy TeOsI
IJE-TO 3/1€Ch BXOI?

— Ja, — kX311 NOBEpPHYIICS U HEJIOBKO MOKOBBUIIT B MPOCBET, MEKIY AepeBbiMU. OH MIel
HEYKJIIOKE, U, Ka3aJI0Ch, C TPYAOM yIepKuBaji paBHOBecue. KoHaHa Tak ¥ MOIMBIBAJIO KPUKHYTh —
HE MYyu4aiicsi, ONYCTHUCh Ha YeThlpe HOTH U Oymet jaerde! Kynrap, misjas BCies 4ylIOBHUILY, TTOKadas
TOJIOBOW:

— Iloxoxe, OH CIielMalbHO JIJIsl HAC, MOJHSJICS Ha 3a/IHUE JIallbl.

— IMocnenmm, — 6pocun KoHaH, 3aMeTUB, YTO KX31I CKPBUICA B TEMHOTE.

OtBepcTue, NpoOUTOE YYIOBHUIIEM, BBINISIECNO KakK OrpoMHasi Juchs Hopa. Pa3z0pocas
KOINBITAMHM BETKH, OUYEBHUIHO HABAJEHHBIC IJISI MACKHUPOBKH, KX3II MOJIYa HBIPHYI B TEMHOTY.
Kynrap cynyn B orBepctue (aken. Hu crynenek, Hu 3auenok. Kpymas maakas Hopa — KaTuCh,
KaK C TOpbl Ha CaHKax!

— Jlait-xa mue... — Konan 3a0pait y 1oxannHa (akel v, He pa3ayMbiBasi, CKOJIb3HYI B HODY.

Kyntap HEMHOTO mOTONTAJICS W MPBITHY/, CIOBHO HBIPSUIBIIMK CO CKajibl. XOA ObLT MPSMOMH,
KaK CTpesia W 3aKOHYWIICS HEOXHJAHHO ObIcTpo. KoHaH mpuszemimiics Ha JIEBYIO PYKY U TYT ke
OTKAaTUJICS, YXUTPUBLIMCHh HE YpOHUTH (aken. 13 orBepctust kydapeM BoiBasiniics Kynrap, BCkouni
u orpsxHyics, kak Bbuieslllas u3 Bomel cobaka. Jlpy3bs ocmotpenuch. OHU HaXOAWIUCHh B
TYIUKOBOM ToOHHeJie. OueBUIHO, KXAII JOIIE] J0 KOHIIAa U CTaj MpoOuBarbes HaBepx. KoHan
3aMETHJI, YTO Yy 3TOTO TOHHEJSI TOTOJIOK U CTEHBI HE ObLIM BBUIOXKEHBI KAMHEM, YTO U MTO3BOJIAJIO
qy/oBUIlly TpoOUTh BbIXOA. COOCTBEHHO, 3TO ObUIa Takas K€ HOpa, TOJbKO OOJblIe U
TOpU30HTANBLHO, pacmojoxeHHas. Kynrap B3sn ¢aken, cnpaBeaiuBo mosaras, 4ro y Konana oGe
PYKH JTOJKHBI OBITH CBOOOTHBIMH.

Kxa11 crost B cTOpoHE, AOCTaBasi poramu 10 oTojka. EMy nake nMpuILIOCh cllerka MPUTrHYTh
TOJIOBY, OTYETO Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH CMOTPHUT Ha CBOMX COIO3HUKOB C MPAYHON HEHABUCTHIO.



Ecou Bce Oymer xopomo, — momyman KoHaH, — W eciM Tae-TO 34eCh JICHCTBUTEILHO
nporekaeT Pexa 3a0BeHUs, HY)KHO HAllOUTh U3 HEE KXdIIA — MYCTh 3a0yJeT CBOIO HEHABUCTH K
mofsaM. O4eBHAHO O TOM ke noayMan u Kynrap. OcTOpokHO NOKAIUIMBAsA, OH HaYajl pacCIpOCHL:

— Ckaxxu, T™M, KaK TeOsl Ha3bIBaTh-TO? ..

— Kxom

— Tax u Ha3bIBaTH?

— Tak n Ha3pBal. CTpaKHUKU TaK Ha3bIBAJIU.

— Hy, nagHo... Ckaxu, Kx3m, TyT rae-To JEeWCTBUTENIBHO NpoTekaeT peka?.. Takad... ¢
YEpPHOU BOIOM?

— IIporekaet. BHu3y.

— A d4r0... BOAAa W3 HEE... BKyCHasA? — XuTpble MIa3ku Kynrapa npeBpaTWIINCh B KOCHIE
HICIIKU.

— Sl e npoOoBa.

— THouemy?

— 41 penxo nelo.

— Huxorga He Xouens MUTh? — Pa3zouapOBAHHO MPOTSIHYI KOXKAHVH.

— O4eHb peJKo.

Konan monsi1, 4To mopa mpexpamiars 0eCriaoaHbIi pa3roBop.

— Jagai1, Kxa111, Bein Hac K COKpOBHILIAM.

— BHauasie Hy)kHO YOUTH Opakyla, — B ObIYbHX IJIa3aX UYIOBHUIIA OTPAKAIUCh O€CHYIOIME CSI
A3bIKM TJIAMECHU.

— Ilouemy UMEHHO Tak, a He HA000pOT?

Kxsmr monyan, MeaneHHo noBoAs poramu. KoHaH momymall, 4To, BOBSMOXHO, OH HE TOHSII
BOIIPOCA.

— IloueMy cHauasia HyHO yOUTh OpaKyna?

Kxom peipkHyn, kak OyiBOJI Ha BOJOIIOE.

— Bb1 oOManuTe. Bo3bMeTe COKpOBHIIA U yHIETE.

— Hy... MBI %€ 3aKJII0YHIN COX03, — BKpaauuBO Havan Kynrap.

— BHauase yobeM opakyia, — yIpsMo MOBTOPUI MOHCTD.

— Ho Torma Thl Moxenmbs Hac 0oOMaHyTh, — ckazal Kynrap, — opakyaa Mbl yObeMm, a
COKPOBHUIIA Thl HAM HE MOKAXKEMIb.

— Het, — tyno orBeTus1 Kxa111, 1 ObUT0 HEMOHSTHO — K YEMY OTHOCHUTCS 3TO «HET.

CropuTh ¢ YyIOBHINEM, y KOTOpPOTO ObUla OBIYBS TOJIOBA U, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OBIULE
YIPSMCTBO, OKa3aJI0Ch O€CIOJIE3HbBIM.

Konan nmomopumics. Kynrap pazsen pykamu.

— Wnute 3a MHOM, — cka3an Kxam, omycTuiics, HaKOHEI], Ha YETBEPEHbKH M MOCKAaKall Io
TOHHEITIO.

Jpy3bst €/1Ba TOCTIEBAJIA 3a €r0 B30OPHIKUBAOIIMM 33710M. bexkars NpUIINIOCH JT0ITO0. 3€MIISTHbIE
TOHHEJIM JIaBHO CMEHWJIMCh KaMEHHBIMH, a KXd1I1 Bce Tak ke CTydad KONbITaMHU BIIEPEIU, JUIIb
U3pEaKa OIVISIBIBASICh, YTOOBI YOSAUTHCS, YTO COIO3HUKU HE OTCcTaidu. [IoBOpOTHI, mepexonsl uepe3
Y3KH€ JIa3bl-HOPBI B JIpyrue TOHHEeNIM — y KoHaHa 3akpyxwuiiack rojoBa, OH JAaBHO YK€ U HE
MBITAJICA 3allOMHUTH Jopory. OcTaBajoch TOJIBKO MOJIAraThCsl HA BEPHOCTh HOBOIO COKO3HUKA,
HEHABUJIEBILIETO 3BEPUHON HEHABUCTHIO BECh POJI JFOJICKOM.

Y Kynrapa nogkanmBainck HOTH, W naxke KoHaH apmman Tspkeno, xorna Kxam, HakoHel,
OCTaHOBUJICH.



— Bnepenn nBa moBopoTa. 3a HUMU CTPaXXHUKHU. 3aT€M — XOJI HaBEPX, B JOM OPaKyla.

[Toxamyit, BiepBbIe OH CKa3asl TaKylo JIUHHYIO (ppa3y, 1 KoHaH mogymar, 4To He TaK yX U TYII
WX HEOXKUJAHHBIN COIO3HUK. BroiHe MoXeT cooOpa3uTh, YTO MPOINE BCEro, mocliie yOuiicTBa
Opakyna, 3aMaHUTh OBIBIIMX TOBapHIEH B HeApa MOA3EMHOIO JAOMPUHTA — SKOOBI B MOMCKAX
COKpOBHUIIl — W OCTAaBUTh TaM HaBcerja. M kIsITBy He HapylMT — HE yOUBAarh COMO3HUKOB — U
COKpoBuIlia ce0e 0CTaBUT. TOJNIBLKO BOT, HY)KHBI JI1 €My COKpoBuIla? [loHUMaeT i OH, YTO TaKoOe
THU cBepKaronme kamemku? CTaHeT Ju paau Hux npeaasarb? Jla u, BooOIe, BUJEN JIM OH UX?
Ecnu oH cripammBai, 4To 3TO TAKOE — COKPOBUIA. ..

— CKOJIBKO TaM CTpaXHUKOB? — paccupammBai Kynrap.

— MHoro.

— Ckonbko? [IBa, TpH, ecAath. .. CKOJIBKO?

Kxa1m1 Mmoyan, v kokaHUH Hadall TEPSITh TEPIICHUE:

— Bot, y Te0s dyeThlpe HOrM, — OH TNOKa3ajd, — OfHA, JABE, TpH, 4YeThbipe. CTOJBKO
CTPaXHUKOB?

B mob6om ciiydae mpuaeTcss IpocTO MOJOKHUTBCA Ha ero obemanue. Huyero apyroro He
IIPUTyMAaTh.

— bosbIlie YeThIpeX HOT Y CTPAXKHUKOB? — MbITAJ KX31Ia BKOHEI] 3anyraBumiicsa Kyiarap.

Kxsm1 mogasiieHo, a, MOXKET, C HEHABUCTBHIO, MOJTYAIL.

— CKOJIBKO HOT... Th()y THI... CKOJBKO CTPAXXHUKOB? boJibilie HOT y TE0s, YeM y CTPaAKHUKOB?
To ecTh cTpakHUKOB OOJIBIIE, YEM HOT y TEOsI?

Konan mocMmotpen Ha jgoroparommii pakes.

— Eciam MBI HE XOTHMM OCTarbCsi B TEMHOTE, HYKHO CHEIMTbh. [IpulIeTcs BBICKOUMTH,
paccuMThiBask Ha BHE3AMMHOCTh. MOXKET, yAacTCsl UX Pa30pYyKUThb: HE XOUeTCs YOMBATh MPOCTHIX
COJLIIAT.

Crymas KaKk MOXHO THIIE, APY3bsl MPOIUIM NOBOPOT U OCTAHOBWJIMCH MEPE caeayronmm. 13-
3a yma, JOHOCHWJINCh NpUIIyHIeHHBbIE rojioca. OxpaHa, Kak Bcerjga, urpaia B kocTh. lloxoxke,
CTPaKHUKOB

«A To4eMy 3TO s pelmi, YTO KJIATBA JUIsl HETO YTO-TO 3HAYUT? — MPOAOJHKAT Pa3MBbIILIATh
Konan. KinsTBa 3Haumma I Jrofe, Aa U TO HE Uil BCEX. DTOT MOHCTP MOXET MPOCTO HE
MOHUMAaTh, YTO Takoe KisTBa. Ho, uto Takoe oOMaH, oH 3HaeT. OH rOBOPUI — Bbl OOMaHUTEY.

Kummepuen B3noxuyi: 0b110 Beero JiBoe. OJIMH ¢ MPOMUTHIM, XPUILIBIM TOJI0COM — OYE€BUIHO
CTaphlil conjar, Apyrou, oOnaaaresib TOHKOIO, FOHOIIECKOIO TOJI0CKa — BEPOSITHO HOBOOpaHeEIl.
OnHu yBI€UEHHO Opocaiau KOCTH, CIIOPWJIH, Jejanu cTaBkd. Korjga m3-3a yria BBIMIENT TUTAHT C
OTPOMHBIM, BOPOHEHBIM MEUYOM B PYKE, CTPAXKHUKHU J1a’K€ HE BCKOYHMIIM C OOUOHKOB, HE MOMBITAINCH
OOHaXXUTH opyxue. [lepen HUMH cTOsIa OOUKa, HA KOTOPOH BAJISITUCh KOCTU M HECKOJIBKO METHBIX
MOHET.

KonaH, He Mmellkasi, mofoies OMuKe M MPUCTaBUII OCTpHE Meda K Topiy CTaporo coJijara,
pacTEepsIHHO IIEBEJISIIETO 3aKPYYEHHBIMU YCaMH, B KOTOPBIX YKe IpoOuBanach ceanHa. K roHole-
HOBOOpaHIly mojckounii Kynrap u, 1ackoBo ynbloasich, puskai najiel K rydbam — MoJIdd, a HE TO...

Meu B ero pyke ObUl HE TakUM OTPOMHBIM, Kak y KoHaHa, HO BBIISIZIEN TakXe BecbMa
BHYIIMTEIIBHO.

— I'ne opakyn?

Konan mocMoTpen Ha HOBOOpaHIla, OKHAAsl, YTO TOT OKAXETCSd MEHEE CTOMKHM, HEXelu
crapeiii conpar. FOHoma wmomuan. Ha ero moytw [eBHUYBEM JIMIE pa3IMiIach CMEPTEIbHAS
Ol1eTHOCTh, HO TVIa3a CMOTPEIU CIIOKOMHO U JaKe C HEKOTOPHIM BBI30BOM.



— Opakyn y ce0si, — OTBETHJI «CTapblii COJJAaT» HEOKHIAHHO TOHKHUM TronocoM, U KoHaH,
NPUTISACBIIMCH, YBUJIEN, YTO MEpel HUM THUIUYHBIN oOKopa, pacTsana u pazMaszHs. Takue ObLUTH B
7100011 apMUU U CITY>KUJIM, KaK MPaBUIIO, TPU KyXHE UJIU B 0003€.

— CKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK €T0 OXPaHsIOT?

— He roBopu! — kpukHyn oHoma 6acom u KoHan mpuszHaia B HEM, XOTh U MOJIOIOTO, HO
CMEJIOTO U MYK€CTBEHHOTO BOMHA.

— Jla uto on MHe? PonHs, 4To MU? — 0o0uUAeIICS «pa3MazHs».

— Bort 310 Bepno! — BcTaBmit Kynrap.

— llolinere HampaBo, TaM, Y IBEPU CTOST ABOE — CIAAYTCS, KaK TOJIBKO YBUIAT TBOM mMeu! A
BOT, JaJbllIe, y BTOPOU JIBEPU — YETHIPE YEIOBEKAa — C HUMM IpPUIETCA NOBO3UThHCA. Hy a B jome
OpaKkyliia OXpaHbl HET.

— Ilpenarens! — momMarONMMCS rOJ0COM MPOOACHIT FOHOIIA U CILTIOHYIL.

KonaH B3su1 HOBBIM (haken W3 CBSI3KH, JieXKallleh y CTeHbl, U aai 3Hak Kynrapy. ToT j0BKO
CBsI3aJl 00OMX BOWHOB, PTHI 3aTKHYJ KJIAMaMU, MOMEJIWII, pa3ayMbiBas, 3aTreM coOpai ¢ OOYKH
KOCTH U CYHYII B KApMaH.

— YTOOBI HE UTpaAJIK BO BpEMS HECEHUSI CIIY>KObI, — MOSICHUJI OH yXMbUIbHYBIIEMYcs KoHany.

Kxom1 Tonpko Temeph BBIIET H3-3a TOBOpOoTa M KoHaH TOHSI, YTO OH CMEPTENHHO OOUTCSA
Medyel. JTO CleoBaio B35Th Ha 3aMeTKy. CBsI3aHHBIE COJIAThI BhITApalMid IVla3a U 3aMblYali,
IIBITASICh Pa30PBaTh BEPEBKU.

— Ham apyr He Oynet Bac youBarh, — cka3aji KoHaH v, TOBEpHYBIIMCH K UYIOBUIILY, CIIPOCHI:

— Tak Benn?

Kxam1 ¢bipkHYI, 1 ObUIO HESICHO — colaceH OH uiu HeT. Kocsch ucmyraHHbIM I71a30M Ha
ME4YH COIO3HUKOB, OH MOTOMAJ BIEPE MO0 KOPUIOPY.

— Kak Ob1 He Hajienan MyMy paHbliie BpeMeHH, — 03a00ueHHO ckazan Kynrap, ycrpemisisich

CJIEZIOM.

Konan memmmn.

— I'ie opakyi npsueT COKpOBUIIA? — OH BBIHYII KJISII Yy CTapILEr0 OXpaHHUKA.

— MB&I He 3HaeM. .. [ OBOPAT, I11e-T0 y CaMOM PEKH, B MELIEPE.

— Dta pexa — oHa 4To? JIeHCTBUTENIBHO. .. €CJIU BBIIIUTH BOJBI — BCE 3a0y/eIIh?

— Tak roBoOpsT, — CTpPaXXHUK OBLI pajl YCIYKHUTh BEIIMKOAYITHOMY BOMHY, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO
YTO MOJAPUII EMY KU3Hb, — TOBOPST, HO HUKTO U3 HAC HE MPOOOBaI.

KoHan BepHyn KJISi HAa MOpexHEEe MECTO M 3amarail no ToHHemto. Kak oH m gyman, y
OYEPETHOTO MOBOPOTa €ro kpanu Kynrap m Kx311, 3HaKamMu Ipu3bBas HE IyMeTb. Kummepuen
€/1Ba HE 3aX0X0TaJ: YK €CJIM KOMY U CJIEAOBAJI0 IPOU3BOANTh MEHBIIE IIIyMa, TAK 3TO UM.

N3-3a ymia noHocunucs roinoca. Konan nokayan rosnooi. Kakoil WanoT paccTaBiisul MOCTHI?
Crpaxka 3a ymioM — MPOCTO cyacThe i Hamagaroumx! Kak v B mponuielii pa3, OH BBIIIET,
MOUTPhIBasi MeuoM. Uepe3 HEeCKOIbKO CEKYHJ M AOTH CTPaXKHUKHU ObUTM CBsi3aHbl. Kitou oT ABepu
ObLT B KapMaHE OJHOTO U3 OXPAHHUKOB — €I OJlHAa MIYyNmocTh. OCTaBAIUCh, IO CJIOBAM «CTapOro
coijaaray, 4eThlpe BOMHA y BTOpbIX JABepei. Ho, kak HU CcTpaHHO, Bropas ABEPh HE OXPAaHSIIACH
BOBce. boiiee Toro — Obuta pu3bIBHO pactaxHyta. JIopymika? KoHaHn 0CTOPOXKHO 3amISIHYIT BHYTPb.
VYxopsiasi BBepX JECTHUIIA U JHEBHOW CBET. 3HAUUT, OHU YK€ B JloMe opakyiaa. Ho mouemy HeT
oxpaHbl? becuymHo ctynasi, KoHaH CKOJIB3HYI BBEpX MO JecTHUIE. 3a HUM Kpasics Kynrap. Kxam
ocTalcs rne-To mo3zaau. JlecTHWYHAsA IUIOLAJKA, OKHA, 3a0paHHbIE pEIeTKaMU H... HUKAKOU
CTpaxku. Bce 3TO HE BOUCHIBAJIOCH B JIETEHJBI O TOM, 4YTO JIOM OpaKyla OXpaHSEeTCs, Kak
KOpOJIEBCKHH JiBOpell. KOHaH mpo1es o KOpuaopy, OTKPbUT OHY JBEPb, BTOPYIO — HUKOTO.



B crnepyromeit koMHare cUAENM JIBE CEJble 3allakaHHbIE >KCHUMHBI 0€300pa3HOro BHUA.
Crapyxu noxoguiu Ipyr Ha Apyra, Kak JBE Karuiv Boabl. Moiya, OHHM yKa3aiu Ha JIBEpb, BEIYIIYIO,
Cylsl IO BCEMY, B CHAJIBHIO.

KumMepuen BCIIOMHUIT pacckas «AaepBula». [la, mepea HUM SIBHO CUAENH JBE KpacaBUIbD) —
AnxyHca u Mnaupra. 3Ha4uT, He TaK y’K U OOMaHbIBaJ OpaKyil.

Konan mMemneHHo Bomesl B cnaibHiO. [lepenq HUM, Ha HMIMPOKOW KPOBATH MO IIEIKOBBIM
OanJaxvHOM, JeXald TsbKeslo OONbHOM uenoBeK. BpanuBumecs masa JMXOpagoyHO OnecTend,
3a0CTPUBIIMUACS HOC BbIJABA NpuOnmxeHue cMmeptu. CrnyTaHHbIE, KOTJIa-TO YEPHBIE a TENeEph
METHE OT CEANHBI BOJIOCHI, TOPYAIH KJIOUYbSMHU.

Opakyn moxoaws Ha TOTO JEpPBUINA, KOTOPBIM paccKa3blBajl 3aHUMATEIbHBIE HCTOPUU B
KaMOpKe HaJ TaBEPHOU, TOJIBKO TENEPh YKE €My HE TpeOOBaJICsS TPUM.

— S 3nan, yro MbI Bctpetumcs, Konan, — mpoxpunen 00JbHOM, — W 3HAJI, 4TO 3Ta BCTpeya
Oyzmet nepes Moel cMepThio. Thl mpuIes yOuTh MEHs.

— YOuTh Tebs npuiten Apyrou... Ho Teneps st He MO3BOJIIO MY 3TO CHENaTh.

B cnansHio Bomen Kynrap, 3a HUM, OpUrHyBIIMCh, Kx3111. OH BHOBB IMOJHSUICS HA 3aJHUE HOTH
U TEIepb HEYMEIIO OAIAHCUPOBAJ Y KPOBAaTH TOTO, KOTO OH TaK MeUTall YOUTb.

— Konan, — ¢ TpyaoM mpojoiixkai cTapuk, — mociyimaid. I — BuHOBar. Sl oOmanyn Tebs. Y
MEHsI HET COKpOBHILL. Jla, MHE HECIIM IEHBIH, HO S BCE TPATUJ HA DKCIEPUMEHTHI... KongoBckoe
3€JIbe CTOMJIO JIOPOTO, a caM sl HE YMeJl €ro MPUroTOBUTh. [[J1s1 9TOTO HY>KHO OBITH KOJIYHOM, a £,
BCETO JIHIIb... OpaKkyl. Bce, 4to y MeHs ecTh, KOHaH, JIEKUT TYT B CliallbHE, BOH B TOM SIIUKE. Tam
BCETO JUIIb MeAb U cepedpo. OcranbHoe noTpadeHo. C TpynoM OTOPBaB roJIOBY OT IMOMYILIKH, OH
MoKasajl Ha HeOOJIbIION, OKOBAHHBIN JKEJIE30M CYHJYYOK, CHPOTIIMBO CTOSIIAN B yIITy.

— A 4T10 Tenepp Aenarb MHE? — COPOCHUI KX3III, U CTAPUK, B3IVISIHYB B €10 HAJUTHIE KPOBBIO
OBIYbH IV1a3a, 3aIjIaKal.

— S BUHOBAT... BUHOBAT... Thl MOXEIb YOUTh MEHS... Sl MeuTall BEIBECTH CBEPXUEIIOBEKaA, a
BBIBOJUJ TOJIBKO YydOBHUIL... HemaBHO, YyBCTBYS MNPUOIUKEHUE CMEPTU, S MPEKpPaTUi
AKCTIIEPUMEHTHI... Bce, koro s BeiBes, moruOmu. Thl ocTasicsl OMMH W TENeph, KaK BBICIIMHA CYIb,
MOJKEIlb BBIHECTH MHE ITPUTOBOP. XOTSI. .. IPUTOBOP YK€ BHIHECEH CYNbOON — s

YyMHUpAK B CTpallHbIX MyKaX... Ceiluac, korga s TOBOPKO C BaMHU, MEHS NIOKET H3HYTPHU
y)kacHasi 00JIe3Hb, MPUHOCSINAS HEMBICIUMBbIE CTPAJaHUs, U €CJIH Thl Pa3MO3XKHUIlL MHE TOJIOBY
KOIBITOM — MPUHECEIIb I0JIT0XKJAHHOE O0JIETYEHHUE.

Crapuk 0e3 cui OTKHHYICS Ha NMOAYHIKY. Ero xpumioe JbIXaHHE MEepPeMeXaloch POMKUMHU
CTOHAMH.

— Tak 4T0 MHe Jienarb? — NOBTOPUIT KXAIIL

HecuacTHbI yMUpaAONMU CTApUK OUHYIICSA U C TPYIOM IIPUIIOAHSII TOJ0BY. Jloiro cMoTpen Ha
CO3JJaHHOE UM YyNOBHIIE, OyITO HE MOHKUMAs, KTO nepes HUM. [loToM B30p €ro mposICHUJICS U OH
MPOLICTAI:

— To1 Oymeus KuTh TyT, B JabupuHTe... Tede Oynyr npuHocuTh nuily... A KoHan wim ero
IPYT, MOTYT 3aHSITh MOM JOM... Sl cOCTaBUI AAPCTBEHHYIO... BOT, — OH MOBEJ PYKOW, OKa3bIBas
Ha CBUTOK, JISKAIMI Ha U3SIIHOM PE3HOM CTOJIMKe, — KoHaH mo3ab0TUTCS O TOM, 4TOOBI ThI HE
rOJ0AAN... XOTS... sl BA)KY — OH HE 3aX04YeT TYT *KHTh... Toraa...

— Torma 3aech xxuth Oymy 51, — 3axkonun Kynrap u Konan Moiga CKIIOHUI TOJIOBY.

— XOopowo, — MPOLIENTAI CTapUK, — Tbl UCKYIHUIIb MOU I'PEX MO0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K... K 3TOMY
HECYACTHOMY...

— 3HAYUT, COKPOBHUII], HET, — IPYCTHO MOABITOXUI KoHaH, — a CKaku, — B €ro CHHHUX IJ1a3ax



BIPYT MEJIbKHYJIU BECEJIbIE UCKOPKU, — TaM, BHU3Y J€NCTBUTENbHO TeueT Pexa 3a0BeHus?

Crapuk monsITaycs 3aCMESIThCA U 3aKALUTSIICA.

3arem, ¢ TPYAOM pa3JIeNB CyXre€ Ir'yObl, TPOILIETITAN:

— Peka 3a0BeHUs1 — 3TO KU3Hb. ..

OH OTKMHYJICS Ha TOAYIIKY, M IJla3a €r0 OCTAHOBHWJIMCh, a JbIXaHUE Hcue3]0. B cnanbHe
noBucia joJras TuiMHa. KOHaHy moKas3anoch, YTO HaJ KpPOBAarbio IMPOMETbKHYIA HEOObIIas

npo3pauHas 0abouka. Kynrap, moxoxke, TOX€ 4YTO-TO 3aMETHJI — CMOTpPEJ BHUMATEIBHO U C
npuiiypoM. Tpenelyiiee HeYTo Yepe3 MUT BBUIETENIO B OKHO U UCYE3JIO, TOIXBAYEHHOE BETPOM.
— Hy 410 xe... IOXOpOHHM €ro Ha yTece, 3a Orpajaou, — Hapyumia Mmojguanue KoHan u

noBepHyscsa Kk Kynrapy — cornaces TyT KUTb?

— CornaceH, — OTBETHJI KKAHUH U B3JOXHYII, — MOXET, OOBSIBUTH Ce0s1 HOBBIM OpaKyIoM?

— W He nwbItaiicsa, — ycMexnyncs Konan, — paszoOnavar cpasy ke. UTo HU TOBOpH, a 3TOT
CTapuK ObUI HE MPOCTHIM... OPAKYIIOM.

— Jla, — KynTap B34OXHYII COBCEM YK TSDKEIIO, 3aT€M BAPYT MPOCUSII, — 51 OOBSBIIO HAPOLY,
YTO HYXKHO HECTH JaHb, MHAUE KXOIII OyJIET BHIOETaTh 10 HOYaM U €CTh BCEX, KOTO BCTpeTUT! A pa3 B
roJl MyCTh MPUBOAAT MHE JUIsl MPUHECEHUS B )KEPTBY UYJOBUIIY CAMBIX KPACUBBIX JEBYILICK! A 51 yxk
CaM peIIly, YTO C HUMH JIeJIaTh.

Konan mMaxnyn pykoi:

— OObsBH, YTO XOU€lllb, HO TTOMHHU, YTO YMHUPAIOIIMI BO3JOXKKI Ha TeOs 3a00Ty O Hallem
COIO3HUKE.

Bce 3T0 BpeMsi KX31I CTOsUT MOJIYa, TSI HA MEPTBOTO CTApUKa, CO3/IAaBILETO €r0 YYJOBHUILEM.
Kakue wmbicium Opomuiin B ero Obiubelt rosioBe? Kakue udyBcTBa 0OypeBasini? ['HEB, HEHABUCTH?
Moxkert, xanocts? Beab co3maresbs — 3T0 Kak OoTell. TOIbKO YTO, y HETO Ha IIa3axX yMepP OTE.

— S Oyny npuxoauTh 3a enoi. OcTaBisiiTe ee 3a ABEphl0. MHE HY)KHO MOJ004YKH Msica. Bona
BCEIJIa MyCTh CTOUT B. O04Ke psiioM. S He xouy TUTh U3 peku. He xody Bce 3a0bITh.

Kynrap nonumaromie kuBHYI, a KoHaH momomien M KOCHYICS JIQJIOHBIO KOIbITA YYIOBHINA B
CHUMBOJIMYE CKOM MTOKATHH.

Kxa111 moBepHysics, ONycTHIICS Ha YeTBEPEHbKU U MEIJIEHHO BBIILIEI U3 CHIAJIbHHU.




Hux Xappuc




Crpax

A 3Haewms JM ThI, Apyr Mo JlpuaH, 4TO TAaKO€ HACTOSIMMUA CTpax? — CHPOCHUI KOJIAYH
DCKWIJIaMII, KUCITYTaHHO O3UPABIIETOCS 10 CTOPOHAM, YEPHOKOKETO MAJTBYUKA.

OHuU cuzenu y KocTpa, IIyXoM HOUbIO, MOCPEIU HEOOBATHOW CTEMH, a HaJl HUMU IIMPOKO
PacKMHYIOCh YEepHOE He0O, yChIIaHHOE MepHarmmMmu 3Be3famu. [loomanb, 3aBepHYBIIMCH B
OJIEsI0, MUPHO moxpanbiBail KoHaH, MO MHOTOJIETHEN MPUBBIYKE MOJIOKUB MEY IO MPABYIO PYKY.
Psmom comen Bo cHe THOM Xerar. YTo-To 60pmMoTall, HHOI/IA TsHKKO B3/IbIXal U MOCTaHbIBall. BuHO
OJI0JIEBAJIN €TI0 HEJIETKHUE CHBI.

YeTBepo TOBApUIIEM — TAaKUX HEMOXOXKHUX JAPYr HA Jpyra U IMOTOMY CAPYXKHUBUIAXCS —
BO3BpallUVINCh U3 cTpaHbl Kym, rae MM BbITasia TpyAHAs MUCCUS O YHHUYTOXKEHUIO OIACHOIO
tasucMada. C ycexoM CHpaBHUBIIMCH C 33JaHUEM M BCJIACTh MOMUPOBAB BO JIBOPLE KpacaBUIIbI-
BIOBBI Tunuu, Apy3bsi HECHEIHO MPOABUTAINCH B HANIPABICHUM 3aMOPBbI, IJI€ B CJIABHOM TOpOJIE
[Tangu3zape, Konan ¢ XenaroM coOupaiuch MpoAOIKaTh MUPIIECTBO JO TEX MOP, MOKA HE KOHYATCS
JIeHbIU. A Tak Kak jgeHer OmarogapHas Wtunus Hacelnajga Japy3bsM IMOJHBIE CYMKH, BIEPEAN HX
OXKHUJIaJId OYEHb BECEJIbIe JIHM M HOYM. Xemar, mpaBaa, coOupasics elle KymuTh JOM U JKUTh B
JOBOJILCTBE U MOKoe, HO KoHaH 3Hal, 4To 3TH Onarue mopbIBbl pacCEIOTCA, €/1Ba THOM JT00epeTcs 10
KPYXKH C XOPOIIMM BHUHOM.

YepHokoxkuit mansauk Jlpman — ypoxeHnen ctpanbl Ky — cobOupaincs crath y4eHUKOM
BoJIIEOHMKA Dckuinamia. M moaToMy TpeHHUpOBai CIIOCOOHOCTh MPEO0JIeBaTh CTpax. A CTpaxoB
KOJIJTyH HaroHs1 Ha OyIyIllero ydyeHHKa BEJIMKOe MHOXKeCTBO. Kakayro HOUb, JOXAABIIMCH, KOTJA
ycHyT OeccTpammble Konan ¢ XemaroM, OCKWIaMIl HauyMHal pPacCKa3blBaTh HEBEPOSTHHIC,
MOBEPTAIOIIME B Y’KAC UCTOPUU U3 KU3HU — CBOEH, IMMOKOWMHOIO HACTABHUKA U PA3HBIX 3HAKOMBIX,
KOTOPBIX Yy KOJIIyHa OBLUIO TaK MHOIO, 4YTO, Ka3ajloCh, OH 3HaJl IO HMMEHAM BCEX XHUTEJel
UM BWJIN30BAaHHBIX CTPaH.

— Tak 3Haemb JU Thl, YTO TAKOE HACTOSIIMU CTpax? — MOBTOPHJ KOJAYH HCIYTaHHOMY
MaJIBIUKY, — YyXKac, KOTOPBIM 3acTaBisieT TeOs IerneHeTh, YyBCTBYs, KaK BOJOCHI, caMH Mo cele,
nmeBeysITCA Ha rosnoBe? Kak CTEKarT 3a BOPOTHHK CTPYMKHM XojomHoro mnora? Kak xemymok
npeBpaiaeTcs B b0y Japaa? [Ipuxomunocsk Jin Tede, OIBBIBAs OT JISJEHSIIETO YKaca, YyBCTBOBATh
NpUOTUKEHHUE CYILECTBA, HACTOIBKO YY)KOTO, C TaKOW TEMHOW AYIIOW, YTO BCE IMOIBITKU MOHSTH
€ro JICMCTBUS, 3apaHee OOpeYeHbl Ha TPOBaJI?

Manpuuk, CKaBIIMCh B MAJICHBKHUM, TYTOM KOMOK, /1a)K€ HE MBITAJICS YTO-TO OTBETUTH. JIniib
WCITYTaHHO CBepKaj OerkaMu, Opocas o CTOpOHAM B3IVIS/IbI, TTOJIHBIE yXKaca.

— Korna s Ob1u1 MoOJION, — Mpoa0IKan ICKUIaMIl, — U TOJIBKO-TOJBKO MOCTYIHJI B YUCHUKH
K BEJIMKOMY Mary AKTHOHY, MHE NPHUIUIOCH MEPEKUTHh MOJOOHBIN yXKac. YUUTEIb 3aCTaBUIl MEHS
poBeCTH HOYL B memiepe MeprsenoB. [lo ero cioBam, 3T0 ObLI0O HEOOXOMMMO ISl TTPOBEPKHU
MyxecTBa. Ho He MepTBelbl ucIyrajiu MeHsl 4yTh HE 10 CMepTH... HeT, TaM Obu1O HEuTo. ..

— Pacckaxku o nmopsaky, — npoientan [puan, — ¢ camoro Haydana. ..

Konmyn Opocus B3I Ha CHOSHOMX TOBAapUINEH, IMOBOPOIMI JpoBa B KOCTpe — HE
BOJIIIIEOHOM, CAMOM OOBIYHOM, C CYXUM XBOPOCTOM M TOJICTBIMU TMOJEHBSIMU.

PacTpeBokeHHBIM OTOHb CEPANTO BCKUHYICS, BEIOPOCUIT CHOM UCKP, HO OBICTPO YCTIOKOMJICS,



CO BCEX CTOPOH TECHUMBIN YEPHOTOW JIETHEW HOYM.

— Moii yuutenb AKTHOH, — Hadall paccka3 JCKWJIaMIl, — B Ty HOpPY KOIUJI JyXOBHYIO MOIIb
U MO3TOMY KUJ OOUH B ropax. OIMHOYECTBO M CO3€pLAHUE — HEOOXOIMMBIE YCIOBUS pPa3BUTHUSA
JUYHOCTU. BOKpYr, Ha HECKOJIBKO JHEW MYyTH — HHU OJHOIO CeJeHHs. S MoJIro uckaja neugepy
BEJIMKOIO OTINEJIbHUKA, & KOTJa, HAKOHEI, Hallles, ObUl MOPAaKeH CHUJION M MYIPOCTBHIO YeJIOBEKa,
’KUBILIETO B HEW. DTO MOTOM AKTHOH CTajl CKJIOHATHCS K 31Yy... A B TO BpeMs... CioBoM, ObUT OH
MyApelIMM U OIaropoAHEHIIMM U3 CMEPTHBIX. YcTynas MoJibO0aM, OH COIIACUJICA B3SITh MEHS B
yuyeHUKHd. CMyl@ano HEOPEMEHHOE YCIOBHE — IIpoBepka xpabpoctu — Houb B «llemepe
MEPTBELIOBY.

CkBepHasi MOJIBa Xofiiia TIpo 3Ty memepy. O0mmpHas, UMEroIas MHOXECTBO Pa3BETBICHUH,
HECKOJIKO YPOBHEH MO BbICOTE, OHAa ObLIa HACAIBHOM JIOBYIIKOM HJIsi HEOMBITHBIX CTapareie.
MHoxecTBO Jtofiel CrTUHYIU B ee JlabupuHTax. U, 1o nerenjgam, B OAHOM K3 IPOTOB MEIepbl ObLIU
HETIOHSTHOM CUJION cOOpaHbl MEPTBELBI — MYMHUH.

HewnszBecTHO, KaK, OTYETO YMEPJIH 3THU JIOAU, HO MPUPOAA, UM YTO-TO IPYrO€, COXpaHHUIA UX
HETIEHHBIMU, U HEYCBHITHO CTEPEIIM OHM IMOKOW XO35fMHA — IJIABHOIO OOMTaTeNsl MOA3EMHOIO
Ja0UpUHTA.

AKTHOH pacckaszaj, Kak J00parbcsi 10 MECTa M MONPOCHII, B Ka4eCTBE JI0KA3aTelibCTBa,
MPUHECTU OJUH M3 KPACHBIX KAMEIIKOB, BO MHOXXECTBE PACCHITAHHBIX B remnepe. [lono3pesas, uro
ATH CaMble KaMEIIKA OH Pacchiliall CIENHAIbHO U TOJIBKO B TOW MELIEpE, I11€ MOKOSATCS TPYIbI, 5
MOJYa KUBHYJI U OTIIPABUJICS B IIYTh.

Bcio nopory s He Mor BBIOPOCHUTH U3 TOJIOBBI CJIOBA YUUTENS O TOM, YTO 3TO YXKACHOE
UCIIBITAHME MHOTHM OKa3aJoCch HE Mo Iuiedy. BooOiue, ncnoaBoib paccrpanmBas AKTHOHA, S
BBISICHUJI NEYaJIbHYIO CyIb0Oy €ro YUeHHUKOB. HECKOJIBKO YeloBEK TPOHYIUCHh PACCYIKOM UMEHHO BO
BpEMs JTOIO, NEPBOIO HCHBITAaHUSA. [[pyrux Chenu 4YyJOBHUIA, OXPAHSIOIME CIYCK B HUKHHUE
npeenbl. JTO SBISUIOCH IMOCIEIHUM, CAMbIM TPYAHBIM HCHBITAHUEM YYEHUKOB BEJIUKOTO
BoyieOHMKa. Eme HECKONBKO YeIOBEK CaMH OTKa3alduCh OT TaKOM YeCTH — CIyCKarbCcs B
PEUCIIOIHION, PUCKYS KU3HBIO. V13 HUX BBIIUIM KOJAYHBI-HEA0YUKH, IO30psme npodeccuro.

3aberas Bnepes, CKaxy, 4To 5, KaKeTcsl, €MHCTBEHHBIN, KTO OCTAJICS B KUBBIX U HE COLIET C
yMa MOCJ€ BCEX UCTIBITAHUM.

N Tenmepp HMMEK MpPaBO HOCUTh KHHXKAJI YYUTENS — TallMCMaH OTPOMHOM CHUIBI,
MO3BOJISIOIMI U MEHSTH CYIbObI MHUPA.

Bxon B memepy ObUl HEOOJBIIMM W HOYTH CKPBITBIM 3apOCIISAMH JKECTKOIO KYCTapHHUKA.
OcTaBMB Ha KOJIOYKAaX 4YacTh ONEKIbI, S MpoOpajcs K Y3KOM pacllelinHe, Ha MUT 3ajepKajcs,
B3JI0XHYI M Ha YETBEPEHBKAX IOJIE3 NOX 3eMIII0. Uepe3 HECKOIbKO METPOB Ja3 PacCIUPWIICS, U S
CMOT BBIIPSIMUTBCS BO BECh POCT. A elle Yepe3 COTHIO METPOB CBOJIBI IIEUIEPHI IIOYTH MOTEPSUIACH B
TEMHOTE, a CTEHbl Pa3JABUHYIMCH, 00pa3ys MTOBOJILHO HIMPOKUM TOHHENb. CTajau MOSBIATHCA
OOKOBbIE OTBETBIICHUS, TOHHEU, HU3KHE, KPYITIbIE XO/bl, HAIOJ00Ke HOP.

K cuacTpio, yuutenb MmoapoOHO pacckasal, KaK BBIMTH K HY)KHOMY MECTY, U S JBHUTaJcCA
JIOBOJIBHO OBICTPO, U HE cOMBasch. Daken MHE yKe Toraa He TpeboBajcs, 100 MepBoe, YTo Cema
AKTHOH — 3TO HAaydWJ MEHS 3aKJIMHAHWIO, 3aCTaBILIOLIEMY CBETUTHCS BO3IYyX BOKPYI Teja
KonayHa. W s nBUTANCS, OKPYKEHHBIA OpPEOJIOM CBETA W NPEUCIIOJHEHHBIM PEIMTEIbHOCTH
JOBECTH /IO JI0 KOHILIA, Yero Obl 3TO MHE HU CTOMJIO.

[lemepa Obuia ¢aHTacTUYECKH KpacuBa. S Bcerma yMmen BHUIETh MpeKpacHoe, Oylb TO
CKYJNIBIITYpa, KapTUHA, WIN NPUpPONHOE siBieHue. U, maras mo 3anam «llemepsl MepTBELIOBY, 5 HE
ycTaBaJl JII0OOBATHCA Palyroil IBETHBIX CTAJaKTUTOB, CBUCAIOIIMX CO CBOAOB, OYITO OpUTHHAJIbHBIE



JIIOCTPBI, KOTOPBIE 3akKAKET XO35IMH 3aMKa, KaK TOJIbKO HauHEeTCs 0all.

BcmomHuB, TakuM 00pa3oMm, O XO35MHE, i CJerka COWJICS C Inara, 3aTéM OCTaHOBWJICS U
npucen Ha kKameHb. He xo3s1H, a xo3seBa. .. JI1o0ysich KpacoTamu, s COBCEM 3a0bUT, Kyla U 3a4eM S5
uay. BcmomHu, BCIOMHU Ha3BaHUE 3TOM MeIlepbl, OyATO KTO-TO HAIICNThIBaJl MHE Ha yx0. Thl
uJenb K MepTBelaM, HACIh MOTPEBOXKHUTh MX IMOKOM, a OHM A3TOro He aoobdar... W rpot, rme
OOUTaIOT CTpallHble X03sieBa MeIlephl, yxe O0mu3ok! OHU 3HAIOT O TBoeM mpuOmmxeHuu! OHU
TOTOBSTCS] BCTPETUTH TEOs1!

[ToMOTaB roI0BOM, 1 MONBITAICA U30aBUTHCS OT CTPAHHBIX, HEHYKHBIX MbIcieil. Pa3birpanoch
BooOpaxkeHue? Ninu KTo-To cyMel BHEAPUTHCS B MOM MO3T? MOXKET, 3TO YUUTENb HATOHSET CTPaXxYy,
4YTOOBI UCTIBITAHUE HE BBIIISAIEIO YTpeHHel nmporynkoi? Mnu kTo-to apyroi? Ho kto? MepTBelsl,
JakKe €ClIM OHM KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM HE COBCEM MEPTBBI, BPSI JIU MOTYT 3a0Mparbcsi KOMY-TO B
MO3TH. ..

Tak s BOepBbIE CONPUKOCHYICS C HACTOSIIMM XO3IMHOM IELIEpPHI... TOYHEE, 3TO OH CJerka
MIPUKOCHYJICS K MOEMY CO3HAHHUIO. ..

CnenaB HECKOJIBKO JIbIXaTEIbHBIX YIPaKHEHHI — a BO3/yX B Ieliepe ObLI Ha YIUBICHUE CBEXK
— s PEUMTENbHBIM IIATOM JBUHYJICA Aanbiie. lIpomomkas Ha Xomy MpOAENbIBATH CIIELHATbHbBIC
VIIPXKHEHUS, 1 MOYYBCTBOBAJI MPUIIMB CUII U XpaOpocTu. J[0 Hy>KHOTO rpoTa 0CTaBaJIOCh COBCEM
HEMHOTO.

«Hy u 4ro MHE Tpynbl? — gymain s, puTMU4HO abima. — Hy, meprBensl... Kak oHu, kcrary,
oKazaiuck Bce B oHOM nemepe? [punum, eme Oyydn >KMBBIMHU WU ?..»

Celiuac s, KOHEUYHO, BMXY, YTO COBEpUIMJ OLMOKY, HauyaB pa3MBIIUISATh O MEpTBELaX...
CrnenmoBano mydie KOHTPOJIUPOBATH CBOM MBICIM — JyMarb O YEM-TO OTBJIEYEHHOM, HE MTO3BOJIATH
HEHYXXHbIM, B JAHHBII MOMEHT CJIOBaM, BCILIbIBATh B mamaTu. 00 cjioBa UMEIOT OTPOMHYIO CUITY!
OHH MOTYT BHECTH YCIOKOEHME, TPUAATh CUJI, HAIIOJHUTh CEPALIE OTBArOM, HO MOTYT M Halyrarb,
BBEPrHYTh B MyYUHY yXKaca, Jaxke yOUTh B OIpe/leIeHHON cuTyanuu. Kak pa3 B Takoil, B KOTOpOi
HAXOAUJICA 1.

Msue cnegoBanio, BoOOIIe, MEHBIIE paccyxkaarh. llpuinen, nepka B CTPOTOM y3/ie MBICIU U
SMOILIMH, B35JI KaMEIIEK U YOAIUJICA. A MBICIM O MEPTBELAX, KOTOPBhIE MO CBOEH — HIIM HE IO
CBOEH BOJIE — COOpaIMCh B OAHOM T'POTE, HE CIIOCOOCTBOBAIMN YKPEIUICHUIO JTyXa.

CKopo KpacoThl NeLephl 411 MEHs IOMEPKJIM — B TOJIOBE KPYTUIIOCh OAHO: KTO COOpall BCeX
MEpTBELIOB B OHOM rpote? Benp, ckopee BCero, 3TH JIOAUM YMUPAIH, 3a0TyIUBIIMCh B JTAOUPUHTAX
IIEIIEPHL, 10 OHOMY, B KpallHEM Cilydae — 10 ABO€? A B IrpoTe, KyAa sl HaIIPaBIBUICS, 110 CIIyXaM,
CUIEIN W JIeKalu, OyATO OTHAbIXas, HECKOJBKO AECATKOB MyMHU. 3HAUUT, KTO-TO... KakKasi-TO
CWJIA... 3aCTaBUJIA TPYIIbI IBUTATHCS B HY’)KHOM HAIIPABJICHUMU.

Tak 51 TOruYeCcKU MPHUILIEIT K BEIBOAY, YTO B JIAOMPUHTE TEIIEp Ha CaMOM JIeJIe XO3SIMHUYAI0T He
MyMuHu. BbpIprucoBbIBasiach HEKasl CUjia, CIIOCOOHAs 3aCTaBUTh TPYIIbl JBUTAThCs, COOpaBIasi UX B
ogHoM Mecte. KoHeuHo, Jioruka Mosi Oblia Oe3ynpeyHa, HO, MOBTOPSIIO, 3psl 1 CTall TyMarb B TOT
MOMEHT O MEPTBELAX.

Ckopo s Hauan OECHOKOMHO O03WparbCs IO CTOpOHaM. BpeMeHaMu ocTaHaBIUBaJICA U
npucaynmBaica. Kazamoch, K TyIKOMy 53Xy IIaroB, JIO0OAaBWJIHCH €HIe KaKHEe-TO 3BYKH...
Kpanynmecs, mapkaromnme maru... Xuxukanbe... 3M00HOe (wipkaHbe... Ho, mpucmynmsasice, s
HEU3MEHHO YOEXIalicsi, YTO HAaXOKYCh B Teliepe OnvH. Ecnu He cuMTarh TeX... KOTOPBIE KIYT
MEHS B TPOTE. ..

Haxonst opueHTUpBI, yKa3aHHbIE YYUTENIEM, s TOCTENEHHO MPUONMKXAICS K HY>)KHOMY MECTY.
Bo3moxHO, MHE MOKa3aioCch, HO TOJBKO BUJI TOHHEJIEH M 3aJI0B, MO KOTOPHIM s IpoOuparcs,



CTAaHOBWJICA Bce Oosnee MpauHbiM. CTaJIakTUTHI Temepb O€3’KU3HEHHO BUCEIH TPOCTHIMH,
onenHbiMU cocynbkamu. COBEPILICHHO MCUE3IM KPACKH, TaK PaJOBaBIIME MEHS BHadaje, BCE CTaJo
ceppiM M MOHOTOHHBIM. He cBepkanu Oojee CTEHBI BKpaIJICHUSIMU KBapila, HE MEPEIUBAIUCH
CIIEKTPOM KOHIIbl CTAJIAKTUTOB M CTAJIarMUTOB. MepTBeHHas OlEeAHOCTh pa3iuiach MO CTEHaM
TOHHEJIEN.

UyBCTBYS BHE3AITHO HAKAaTWBIIYI0 YCTaJOCTh, S BHOBb IIpUCEN Ha KamMeHb. Opeon Moit
MOTYCKHEJI, © TIOCTENIEHHO CO BCEX CTOPOH CTaja HACTyHarb TEMHOTAa. PenmB, Id yKpemiaeHUs
IlyXa, BHOBb IIPOJIEJIATh JbIXaTeIbHbIC YIIPAXKHECHHUS, SI CAM UCIYrajcs U3/1aBa€MbIX HOCOM 3BYKOB U
JOJITO TIOTOM CHJEJ, MPHUCIYIIMBAsACh W BINSABIBAsACH B TeMHOTY. Kazamoch, MeHs 00CTymaroT
CMYTHBIE, €/1Ba PA3JIMYMMBbIE TCHHU.

3JI0BEIIE YCMEXAACh, UTO-TO WEMYYT APYT APYTY, KIYT HACTYILUICHUS MOJTHOU TEMHOTHI. . .

JleliCTBUTENBHO, MOAYMaJl s, YTO OyIeT, €Clu JACHCTBHE 3aKJIMHAHUS celdac 3akoHuuTCs? S
BEJlb JaKe HE 3aXBaTwil ¢ cOOOM OTHUBO... A eciau Obl U 3aXBaTUJI — YTO TYT MOXET TOPETh?
CrnenoBaiio Obl B3Th ¢ co00# U (paken... Ho kak Obl mOCMOTpEN TOrJa HA MEHS YUUTENb? YUYEHUK
KOJIIyHa, KOTOPBI HE BEPUT B CUITY 3aKJIMHaHUM? KoMy OH HyXE€H, TAKOW YYEHUK”?..

Cset coBcem nomepk. HeoOxonrmMo ObUI0 BHOBH TPOMKO M 3BYYHO MPOUYUTATh 3akinHaHue. Ho
s HE MOT... [IpoCcTO HE MOT HAPYIIMTh BATHYIO THUIIMHY, TPEBPATUBILIYIO MEHS B XKAJIKWAM, JPOKAILIMA
CTyZeHb. S 3HaJ, YTO MpHUILEI B 3aJI, OTKYAa OTXOAAT TPU HEOONbIMX TOHHENS. CpeTHU — BEJET B
rpoT MeprBeHoB. MIMEHHO TaM pacKuMJal Y4YUTENb KpacHble KamMHU. M Tyma MHE HAIJIEKUT
OTHPABUTHCA. .. BOT, TOJIbKO, HEMHOTO ObI OTAOXHYTH, €Il MOCUJIETh, TOCIYLIATh — HE Pa3aacTcs
JIM 3BYK ITIarOB, HE BBIMJET JIM KTO, U3 CPEIHET0 TOHHENs... Hert, s 3ackpexeTan 3y0aMu, Helb3s
ceifuac gymars 00 3ToM! MepTBelbl NTUTAIOTCS CTpaxamu!

S HaOpaJs MOJIHYIO TPYIh BO3/lyXa U MPUTOTOBUJICA MPOYECTh 3aKiMHaHue. Ho CIOBHO 4Ubs-TO
KOCTUISIBasl pyKa NPOTAHYIACh W CHABWJIA MHE TOPJO, M3 HEr0 BBIPBIBAIKUCH TOJBKO JKAIKHE,
HajacaaHele xpunbl. CBeT ncues. S okazancs B mojJHOM TeMHOoTe. OHa HaBaJIWJIach, KaK MEJIBEb HA
HEYJIAUJIMBOTO OXOTHHWKA, JUIIMJIA MEHS OCTAaTKOB MYXKecTBa... Kaxkercs, s 3akpuyal, 3a0uics,
CJIOBHO MTAallka B CETSAX MNTHUIET0oBa. MHE BHUAENOCH, YTO s TOHY B IIYOOKOM OMYTe, HEueM
IBIIIATG. .. BOT-BOT XOJIOJIHASI, BOHSIIOIIASI THHOM BOJA, XJIBIHET B TOPJO... A BOKPYT YK€ SIBCTBEHHO
NepenenThIBAIUCh TEHH, 3JI00HO XUXUKAIU, XBaTaIH 3a OJEXK Y, Ieprajid, TOJKaIH. ..

He cmenocth, HE MmyxkecTBO moMomu MHE Torga. OruasHue! [locnemHui BCniaeck 3MOLUMA
nepen cmepthio! S 3aopain Tak, 4To 5X0 OyKBaJIbHO OOpPYIIMIIOCH HA MEHS CO CBOAOB memepbl. Ho
3TO OBbUT HE KPUK yXkaca... TouHee, KpUK HE TOJIbKO yxxaca. OH mopoxnaan cuiy. Benukyro cuiy
oT4yassHuA! Sl BCKOUMJI ¥ TPOMKHUM, YETKAM TOJIOCOM CTaJl YUTATh 3aKJIMHAHUE. 1 BCOIBIXHYI BOKpYT
MeHs1 cBetr! lllapaxHynuch T€HM, U S YETKO MPOCIEAWI, YTO HMCYE3JIM OHU UMEHHO B CpPEHEM
TOHHeIe. TaM, KyJa Jexani nyTb MOU.

Mypaniku moJsizaid MO CHUHE, BOJOCHI CTOSIM JIhIOOM, CBET, POXKJICHHBIA CHIJION OTYasHUS,
MYJILCUPOBAJ OT MEPEU30bITKA YHEPTUU — 51 O€Xald ¢ KPUKOM, C PhlYaHUEM K HY)KHOMY TOHHEIIO.
[Ipubesxan. BopBaics B rpoT, okuiasi yBUAETh, KOTO YTOJHO. .. HO HEOOJbIIAA MelepKa Oblia MycTa.

Kak BKOMaHHBIN, TSXKEI0, HAJACAIHO JbIIIA, 1 PACTEPSIHHO CTOSUI TOCPEAU TPOTA, 3aTPABICHHO
o3upasick. Hukoro! Pa3Be MOoxxHO OBLIO Takoe mnpenctaBuTh? [loTonTaBImMCh, I MEJIEHHO MOOpEN
BIIOJIb CTEHBI. Bckope obortren BCio memepy. MoxeT, st 3a0bUT yKa3aHUs YIUTENs ¥ TIPUIeT He Tyaa?
Ho Her — moBcCroy BUIHENUCH KPACHBIE KAMEIIKU. S MOMHSI OIMH — HENPO3PAYHBIA OCKOJIOK
KpoBaBoro 1Beta. Hudyero ocoOeHHOro, He APAroleHHOCTb, HO KaMe€Hb JOBOJHHO penkuid. Ha
MPOTSHKEHUU BCETO MYTH MO MEIMIEPE I TAKUX HE BCTpPEYall. 3HAYUT, MECTO TO camoe... M kakoro
JIEMOHA YYUTEJ0 MOHAJI00MI0Ch MOPOUUTh MHE rojioBy?! Xorten 3amyrarb? IlocMoTpeTh, Kak s



BbI Ty 13 3TOM cutyanuu? [locnymars, 4ro s pacckaxy? BMmecre nmocMmearscsa Hal NIyTKOM ?

YTepeB pykaBOM XOJOAHBIA MOT CO Ji0a, s OOJErYeHHO B3JOXHYJ, YYBCTBYS, KaK TMOKHIAET
MEHsI HallPSHKEHHOCTh, HE OTITYCKaBILAsk MEHS C TEX MOP, KaK s nepecTynui nopor newmwepsl. [locie
B3pbIBA PHEPIUU HACTYINUJIA amarus. S cea mpsMo Ha 3eMITI0, Crped CTOJNBKO KaMEIIKOB, CKOJIBKO
CMOI, U PAacCESIHHO CTaj mnepeduparb WX Ha JIaJIOHU. XOPOIIME, KPACHUBBIE OCKOJIKH OOJIBIIOTO
KaMHS KpacHOTO IIBeTa... BeposiTHO, AKTHOH, CIIEIIUAIbHO pa3po0nsl MOAXOIAIMI KaMeHb. .. Jls
ATOTO HYXKHO 3Harb MOAXO[ALEe 3akivuHaHue. He cimumkom cioxHoe... Mrak, MOW yduTelb
okasascs nyrHukoM? BecenbiM snroOutenem possirpsineit? Kak-to He moxoxe... W, kpome Toro,
KTO K€ mepementeBaica B TemHore? Kro gepran mens 3a omexnay? Heyxenn Bce 3T0 — JHIIb
Urpa pacCTpOEHHOTO BOOOpakeHuUs ?!

Bre3zanHo noTsHyno BeTepkoM. [IponuTanHas moToM ofexia HENpUATHO xojomuia. OTkyna
3/1eCh CKBO3HSK? Belb rpOoT HE UMeeT BTOporo Beixona... Miu, Bce xe, umeer? MoxeT, HeOoJIbII0e
oTBepcTHUe?.. S MOSKUIICS U IIOTHEE 3aTAHYI MOSIC.

Eme ogHa MbICIb HE JaBajia MOKOSA — S BEb JOBOJIBHO SICHO BHUJIEN, KaK IIAPAXHYIHNCh B
CpeqHU TOHHENIb TeHU... OnsaTh BooOpaxkeHue? Ho s Hukorma He ObUT  HACTOJBKO
SMOIMOHAJIBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM... Becenpim, cMmenumBeiM — 1a! Ho He TeMm, KTO NpencTaBisieT
ITOBCIOLYy Pa3HbIC YXKACHI. ..

BeTepok TAHYII NOHU3Y U S OKOHYATEIIBHO 3aKOUCHEI.

«Cuzieth Ha 3eMJIE€ B FOHOCTH — MYUYUTCS MOSICHUIIEN B CTApOCTU», — TAK TOBOPUJI MOU JIEI.

[lomHsBIMCH, U CIETAB HECKOJIBKO PA3MUHOYHBIX IBUKEHHUH, 1 3aMETUJI Y CTEHBI MOAXOIAILMI
kaMeHb. [Ipucen u nmogyman — He 3aHUMAIO JIK 5 4yxoe MecTo? MHOXECTBO MOJOOHBIX IJIOCKHUX
KaMHeH ObUTA pacCTaBIICHBI BIOJIb CTEHKH TEILEPHI.

Kak tam roBopuiiocs B serennax? CuasT B nemepe MyMHHM U KAYT... CHIAT — Ha KaMHSX,
OYEBHUHO, HA YEM XK€ €IIC TYT CUACTH?..

N eme omHa HenpusATHAsA MBICIb MEHS MOCETUJIa B TO BpeMs. MHe MmoaymManoch, 4TO BOT A,
OIIMH B HEJIpax ropbl, IJIe-TO B NIyOMHE OOIMIMPHON Melephl, U HET PSAOM HU OTHOM KUBOW TyIIH. ..
Hu omHoro yenoseka. A omuH... I HEBO3MOXKHO J1a)K€ MBICJICHHO MU3MEPHUTH BBICOTY TOPBI HAIO
MHOM. ..

Ho Her, moxoxke, HE OJIMH s B 9TOM MOI3eMHOM JaObupuHTe... KTo-T0 e paccTaBuil KaMHH. ..

Sl Bckounn u npucnymaiics. Tuumaa 3BeHena. [lomHoe oTcyrcTBHE 3BYKOB pOXKIAAIO THUXWUMH,
’ajo00HbII 3BOH B ylax. Heo0xonumo ObU10, KaK MOXKHO CKOPEU BBIOMPATHCS, 3aXBAaTUB B KAU€CTBE
JI0KA3aTeNbCTBA, APy KPACHBIX KAMHEM.

CyHyB pyKy B KapMaH, 5, C 0€3MEpHBIM YAUBIECHUEM, 3aMETHUJI, UYTO OH YK€ MOJIOH. boiiee Toro:
BCE KapMaHbl OBUIM JO OTKa3a HaOUTHI KpacHbIMU Kamemkamu. Korma sto s ycmen? Msicau
MOHECJIUCh BCKaub. S ATO 4yBCTBOBaJ M HUYETO HE MOT ¢ coOoi mozenars. He mor B3sTh cels B
pyku. S penmTenbHO HE TOMHUJ, KOrja HaOuBan KapMmaHbl KaMHsMU. HaoOopoT, uerko
BCIIOMHMHAJIOCh — MOKATaB Ha JaJOHX, 51 BHICHITAJ UX HA 3EMJIIO U OTPAXHYI pyku. Bee ke, kaMHuU
OBbLIN MBUIBHBIMH. . .

CocpenoTouMBIIMCh, S 3aCTaBUJI Cce0sl YCIIOKOMTHCSA. B T10jI0B€ HEMHOTO MNPOSICHUJIOCH.
Bo3MOXxHO 51, HEOCO3HAHHO, JTyMasi COBCEM O JApyrom, cooupan kamuu. Ho, Benb MHE TpeboBasioCch
He 0oJjiee OMHOTO-/ABYX... S cTan BeIrpedarh TOPCTAMH U3 BCEX KapMaHOB M BBICHIIATh KPACHBIE
OCKOJIKH.

N yBunen komiwio... MaccuBHOe, cepeOpsiHOE KOJIBIO C Meuarbio. By1To coCKoIb3HYIO OHO ¢
YhEr0-TO YCOXILETO Najiblla U, BMECTE C KAMEIIKAMH, OCTAJIOCh B KAPMAHE.

B rosioBe BHOBb MOMYyTHJIOCh. MHOM OBJIajiesia caMasi HacTosas nanuka. S, Oyaro OexaBIimit



C ToJist 00s TPYCIIUBBIA BOMH, JPOXKAI TaK, 9TO CTy4au 3yObl.

Kro-to — scHo, kTO0O — HaOuWBasg KaMHSMH MOW KapMaHBl, CIy4alHO OCTaBHII,
COCKOJIb3HYBIIIEE C MaJIbl[a, KOJIbIO. HO 3TO 3HAYUT... DTO 3HAUUT, UTO MEIIEPA, [I€ I HAXOAUIICH,
MOJIHA HEBUAUMBIMU MepTBenamu! MoxKeT i TpyI ObITh HEBUIUMBIM? A MOXKET JIU TPYI XOAUThH?
MoxeT 5 cpaxarbcs, Kak T€ 30MOM, ¢ KOTOPHIMM MbI HeJlaBHO Ouinch? KOJJOBCTBO BHOJIHE
MOXET CAENarh UX HEBUIUMBIMU.

S o3upancd mo CTOpoHaM, 4aCcTO M C NPUCBUCTOM Jbimia. bexars! DTo MbIcnb OuiIach B
roJIOBe, KaK BbIOpoilieHHas Ha Oeper prida. bexxars! Ho Horu Oynro Bpociu B 3emito. O0nuBasich
MMOTOM, JApPOXa, S HE MOT CIBUHYTbCS C mecra. M ychplman cMeXx — HE THYCHOE, MEpP3KOe
XAXUKAHbE, KOTOPOE CIBIIAJIOCH PaHbIlEe, KOrga moMepk cBeT. Her — rpomkuit xoxoT. Kro-to
HEBUMMBINA OT Iyl BECENHWIICs, HaOmoaas 3a MouM uctyroM. M ato npunano mae xpadpoctu. S
He Oyy JOCTaBIATh €My Takoe yIoBoJbcTBUE! OrpOMHBIM YCHUIIUEM BOJIU s B3su1 ceOs B pyku. U oH
CTaJI MPOSIBIATHCA. .. A BCJIE/ 32 HUM U JIpyTHe. ..

[lemepa MOCTENEHHO HAMOJHSJIACH MEPTBEIlaMu. Bricoxume, ¢ mpoBajiaMH, BMECTO IJa3, C
BBICYHYTBIMM, HCCOXIIMMHU SI3bIKAMH, ITOYEPHEBIIME, OHU CTOSUIM, OKPYXHB MEHS IUIOTHBIM
KOJIBLIOM. Sl YyBCTBOBAJI — €III¢ HEMHOTO U HOTU OTKaXKYTCsl CIIYKUTh MHE. M Torma s nmpusBan Ha
nmoMoIp 310¢Th! SIpocTs! S BO3HEHaBHAET MEPTBENOB, s B3BHHUYUBAI ceOs, KaKk Oepcepk mepen
cpaxenbeM. [a kto onu Takue?! JKankue, Boicoxume mymun! Kak cMEIOT OHH CMESThCS HAJO
MHOW — YYEHHKOM BOJIIeOHNKA?! YUeHUKOM 5 ele He ObUl — TOJBKO KaHAUAATOM, HO 3TO HE
MMeEJIO 3HA4YeHUs. DTH JKaJIKue OCTAHKH IMO3BOJISIIOT cebe Hajao MHoU cmesThea?!! Jlymarot, uro
Hamyranu?!

CnokoiHO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO MPEACTABIISUIOCH B TOT MOMEHT BO3MOKHBIM, S CKa3al:

— Tb1 00pOHUI KOJBLIO, BO3bMH €T0!

N pyka Mosi TodTH HE Jpoxkana, Korja s IpOTSHYI MEPTBEIy CepeOpsHYIO MMeYarKy.

['ym omoOpenust mpoHeccs Mo psAaaM, OKPYKUBIIMX MEHs 30MOu. [TTaBHBIN — TOT, YTO HOCHII
KOJIBIIO — OJ0OPUTENbHO KUBHY/ U MPUHSIT €T0 U3 MOMX MOTHBIX pyK. Hazen Ha BhICOXIMIT masell.
Crenan HEYTOBUMBIN 3HAK, U €T0 MOAJAAHHBIE PACCTYUJIIUCH,

— Wnum K cBOEMy XO35MHY, CMEJbI FOHOIA, — MPOCKPEkKETal MEpPTBEL, — Thl OyAelb
XOPOIIMM BOJIIIEOHUKOM. .. BO3MOXKHO, JTy4IIIMM U3 BCEX, HbIHE KUBYNMX... He 3a0yap B34Th mapy
KaMHEH.

OH mpoTArvBaja Ha KOPUYHEBOM, CCOXIICHCA JIAJJIOHU JIBa KPACHBIX OCKOJIKa. He mpornysmiei
PYKOM S B3sJT KAMHU, HA MUT OIIyTHB MOTHJIBHBIN XOJIOJ €T0 JIaJOHU.

— Wnau, — mpomomkan BEpXOBHBIM, — HO HE OCTaHABIMBAKCs, 4TO Obl T€OE HU UYIUJIOCH.
Bo3moxHO Hamm X03siMH, TOMBITaeTcsi Tebs OCTaHOBUTHL... He Oodics. OH Bpsig W CTaHET
NpUYMHATH Tebe yBeubs... Hemuoro momyraer... Ho ecimm Thl OCTAHOBHIILCS — 3TO OydeT

TOBOPUTH O TBOEH HEPEUIMTEILHOCTU U TOTJa OH HE TO3BOJIUT NOKUHYTH MEIIEpy. ..

[ToGmaromapuBs, st TOBEPHYICS W ABHHYIICS K BBIXOAY. TOJBKO CITYCTS HECKOJBKO CYTOK J0 MEHS
cTaja JOXOMUTh BCS TUKOCTh 3TOU CIIEHBI — OJ00pPEHHNE MyMHI, HaITyTCTBHUE TIIABHOTO 30MOH... A
B TOT MOMEHT BCE Ka3aJ0Ch BIIOJHE €CTeCTBeHHBIM. CTpax mouTH mpoiei. M s TBEpAbIM IIarom,
1oZl OJOOPUTENBHBINM TOBOP TPYIOB, MPOIIECTBOBAI K BbIXomy. OOpaTHBIM TyTh Bcerma ObIBacT
kopoue. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 oH mokasaics MHE B CTO pa3 anuHHee. [Ipexxnae Bcero, HaBaiamiach
HemoHsTHas TpeBora. S men u myurics. Kazanoce, yuntenb oOMaHylm MEHsI — IMOCJaJ HAa BEPHYIO
CMEpTh, AJIsi TOTO, YTOOBI HE OparTh B yueHUKH. UTo OyneT Ternepb — KOrna s BEPHYCh LIEJIBIA U
HeBpeauMbiii? He 3axodeT i oH M30aBUThCA OT MeHs Apyrum nyrem? Jla u BooOIe, 3axX04eT Ju
MEHS BUAETH?



A coOpancsa, Obulo mpucecth W 00AyMarb JTOT BOMNPOC, HO BOBPEMS BCIIOMHUII
npeaocTepexenne masaps MmepteenioB. HyxkHo uaru. Y TyT mocnpimacst 61aroCTHBIN cTapuecKuit
rosoc. [ 1e-To psiaoM CTOsUT U3MYYEHHBIN TPYIHBIM IIEPEXOIOM CTAPUK U MPOCHII O TIOMOLIH.

Ho xak s HM BepTes ToJI0BOM, KaK HU CTapajicsl yBUJIETh HEMOIIHOTO MMyTHHUKA — €T0 He ObLIO.
S wen, He cOaBisisl TemIla, U BO BCJIE] MHE HECIUCHh MPOKISTHS OCTaBICHHOTO 0€3 MOMOIIM
CTapuKa. DTO BCE UTPHI XO3IMHA 30MOU, TBEPJIUJI 1 ceO€, 3TO IIYTUT HEKOE CYILECTBO, OOUTAIOIIEE B
neepax.

Ha MoeMm myTu M3 TEMHOTHI BHE3AIHO BBIABUHYJICS OTPOMHBIA Mayk. JTO ObLIa Mep3Kas,
MOKPBITasi CIIU3BI0 TBAPh, pa3MepaMu C KPYIIbId 00€ICHHBINA CTOJI B XOPOIIIEM, TPOCTOPHOM JIOME.
Tonpko 3TOT «CTOM» HEMPEPHIBHO KOMOIIMJICS, Mepedupan JianmaMu ¢ KPUBBIMU KpPIOUYKaMU Ha
KOHIIE, N3/1aBaJjl YIYLUIMBOE 3JI0BOHBE U IBHO TOTOBUJICS K arake.

NHCTUHKTHUBHO s CXBaTWJICs 3a KUHXKal. B Te BpemeHa s HOCHJI NMPOCTOW, HE3ATEHIIMBBIN
KJIMHOK, HE JJOPOroi, 03 JIparolieHHbIX KaMHEH Ha PYKOATKE U HOXKHAX, a BHIKOBAHHBIN U3 XOPOIIeH
CTaJli, OH HE pa3 cracaj MHE Xu3Hb. Henb3s ocTaHaBIMBarThCs, 3TOT MayK, CKOPEE BCETO, HILTIO3US,
TMOMBITKA 3aIyTraTh MEHS, 3aCTaBUTh OCTAHOBUTHCS B HEPEIIUTEIBHOCTH !

N Bce *xe... Bce e, OH ObUI TaK peajeH, 3TOT OTPOMHBINA, BOHIOUMUM nayk. C TUKUM KPUKOM,
pa3MaxuBasi KHHXaJoM, Opocuiics 5 B araky, [lymaro, Oyfp 3TO 4yTOBHUIIE HACTOSIIMM, CMEPTH MOS
Obuta OBl KpaiiHe MyduTenbHa. [layk mcye3, Kak TOJBKO S 3aHEC KUHXKaJ Jyisl yaapa, HO BOHb...
BOHBb OcCTanack. M Tyr Hauaiocb caMoe CTpaIHoE.

A xakum-TO 00pa3oM TMOYYBCTBOBAJ pAJOM TMPUCYTCTBUE HEKoero cymectsa. Hekro
HEBUJIUMBIM, HO KpallHE HENPUATHO INMaxXHyLMu, wen psaom. [Ipocro men... f maxe cibnman
HIypliaHue ero maroB. Ero apixanue... HeBUIMMBIN X035MH IEMIEP — MOTYILIECTBEHHOE CYILECTBO,
CIIOCOOHOE, KOHEYHO k€, YMEPTBUTh MEHS B ofuH MHUI. Ho oH gan... OH mpocTo mena psaoM.
Bo3moxkHo, HaOmonast 3a Moeit peakmuen. M yxxac, KOTOpBIM s TOYYBCTBOBAJ B ’TOT MOMEHT HE
1IeJI HU B KAKOE CPABHEHUE CO CTPAXaMU B MEIIEPE MEPTBELOB. T€10 MOE CTaIO AEPEBIHHBIM, HOTH
okocTeHenu. KakuM-1o o0pa3om, s yMyapsuics MPOAOJKATh JBUXKEHHUE, XOTsI HOT HE YyBCTBOBAI.
[IpOoTUBHBIMU XOJIOAHBIMH pydeKaMH cOeras o CIUHE MOT.

Bo3ayx ¢ TpynoM npoHHMKan B JIETKME, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO S 4aCTO M IIyMHO JAbIIAJ.
HeBblHOCMMO Kpykuiachk rojioBa, HO s Iued. CHOThIKajCcA, 4yTh HE Madal, HO MPOHOJIKAJ
MEPECTABIISITh OHEMEBIINE HOTH.

N MpbIcied MOMX KOCHYIIOCHh MEP3KOE, 4UyXKOe, XoJoaHoe Iynaibpie. OH Komajics B MOEH
TOJIOBE, KaK CKpsAra B CyHAyKe C 30J0TOM. OH HM3ydall MEHS, OH CHPAIMBAJI O YEM-TO U TYT XKe
Mojy4yaad OTBEThL, OH pa3o0pall Mo KycouykKaM MOIO JIMYHOCTh, MPOAHAIM3UPOBAIT U CIOXKHI B
MPEKHEM MOPAJIKE. ITa MbITKA, KA3aJI0Ch, IPOIOJHKANACh ThIcAYENeTHs. S MoTepsul mpeaCTaBICHUE
O BPEMEHU U MPOCTPAHCTBE. S MIbLT Cpelid TYCKIIBIX 3Be3/1... S OGapaxrancs B MyTHBIX BOJOBOPOTaX
KEITOM, BOHIOUEH pEKHM M HE MOr BbIOparbcs. S 3aapIxasncs, OWJICS B KOHBYIbCUSIX, S TUIAaKal,
KpH4aJl OT HECTEPIIMMOTIO yKaca... ¥ Bce ke o wwen. He octanaBauBasics.

W HacTan MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH CKa3all:

— Tb1 Oymens xopoumM BojdmeOHUKOM. S nam Tebe cuiy. Thl €IMHCTBEHHBINA, IOCIHE
AKTHOHA, KOMY S Jal0 CHITY.

Crpax ucue3, HO npunpia 0osib. KaxIplii cycTaB BhIBOPAUMBAJICA, KaXK/ash KOCTOYKA HbUIA,
T0JIOBA JIOTMANIACh, a TPYIb Pa3phiBajiach OT OOJIH.

S kpuyan u men. CkoNbKO MPOAOKaIach 3Ta NMbITKA — HEBEAOMO. Bpems omsiTh mcueso.
[loxoxxe, 4TO BeCh 0OpaTHBIN MyTh 4 Mpojieanl B CONPOBOKICHUH MTOBEIUTENS Melep U, Kopyach OT
HEBBIHOCHUMO 0OJIH.



[larasich, BbIOpaJics 51 HA CBET M PyXHYI Ha KaMHHU. A KOrja mpHIlea B ceds — paJoCTHO
3acMesuics, 100 MOYYBCTBOBAJ B ce€0€ TaKylo CHILY, YTO MOT, Ka3ajoCh, OMHUM B3MISAOM, OAHUM
YCHJINEM BOJM NEPEBEPHYTH Topy. Sl 3alpOKMHYN TOJIOBY M M3/ajl BOMHCTBEHHBIM KIIWY. 3arem
MOCIIENNJI K YUUTEN0. MHE HE TepIienoch OCKOpPEe OBIIAJETh HAYKOM KOJIIOBCTBA. ..

Bor tak, Mol mononou Apyr, [dpuan, s moaydumsi cuiy, KOTOpas HE pa3 BbIpydaja MEHS B

TPYIHYIO MUHYTY.

OCKUIIaMIT BCTal, HOTSHYIICS U MPOTSHYI JaJOHU HABCTPEUY 3aHUMAIOILEICS 3ape.

— Tak Tb1, HaBepHOE, cuiibHENW KoHana? — ucnyranHo cripocun JpuaH.

— Her, npyr Moii, — 3acMesiiics BOJIIEOHUK, — cuJjla, KoTopyto fai [loBenurtens nemep — He
¢usndeckas. ITo ocobas JTyxOoBHAs MOIIb, IO3BOJISAIONIAS MHE, HAIpPUMEpP, YIPABISTHCA C
KUHXXAJIOM — JPEBHUM KOJIJOBCKUM apTedakToM. JIroboit apyroii OyileT UM YHUYTOXEH.

— To ecTb, yBUAETH TBOIO CUITYy HENb3s1? Thl HE CMOXKENIb, — MAJIBIMK MOBEPTEN TOJIOBOM, —
MOAHATH, K IPUMEPY, BOH TOT KAMEHB?

— He cmory, — cHOBa paccMesics DCKUJIaMIl, — HO sl MOT ObI PACKOJIOTh €r0 Ha HECKOJIBKO
KYCKOB C ITOMOIIBIO 3aKJIMHAHUS.

— A KoHaH cMOXET ero moAHsTh U 3a0pOCUTH MoJablle! — ¢ TOpIOCThIO cKkazan [puaH.

— KaMeHb-TO CIIUIIKOM OOJIBIION. .. — MPUTBOPHO YCOMHUJICS KOJIJTYH.

Hpuan 6pocusicst TopmonmTh Konana.

— IIpocwmaticst! Connie Bcraet! A Thl MOXKEIb OIHATh BOH TOT KAMEHB?

Kummepuen 3aBopuait, Kak paccepKeHHbI MeaBeb. Panom 3aBopodasics Xenar.

— 3a KakuM JIEMOHOM MHE €T0 OJIHUMAarh, 3TOT KaMeHb? — KOHaH 3apa3uTesibHO 3€BHYIL. 3a
HUM — XeIaT, a CJICJI0M M DCKUIaMII.

— TbI 1OJKEH MOAHATH €ro! — HacTauBal MAJIBYUK, — a TO OH COMHEBA. .. — JIpuaH moHs,
YTO BOJIIEOHUK mpocTo mouryTiii. Koneuno, Konan cymeer ero nmomHsTh.

Xermar pacnakoBall CYMKH ¢ HEXUTPOU MOXOMHOM cHe b0, Hapesain xied u komueHnoe msico. He
yCIEB J0 KOHIIA MPOCHYTHCS, CXBATUJI MPUIIMYHBIX Pa3MEPOB KYCOK U, C BOPUAHUEM, BIUJICS B HETO
3y0aMu.

Konan BcTan, moTsSHYICS Tak, 4TO XPYCTHYJAM KOCTH, MOAOIIEN K KAMHIO WU, YCMEXHYBIIKCH,
MTOJHSIT €T0 OTHOU PYKOU.

— VX, To1! — 3akpuuan [dpuan. — Ecnu s Oyny Kakaplil IeHb TPEHUPOBATHCS, I CMOTY CTaTh
TaKUM € CHIIbHBIM?

— Tk e XoTen cTarh Y4eHUKOM BOJIIEOHNKA? — MTPOBOpYAT C HAOUTHIM PTOM Xerar.

— U BommeOHMKa TOXKeE. .. — PacTepsSHHO cKa3ajl MaJIBIHK.

Xermar, ycnea HaOuTh yTpoOy, 1 ObUT HACTPOEH JOOPOIYIIHO.

— TIlepen TOOOW Henerkuii BbIOOp, MaNBIMK, — Ha4yal OH, HA3HUJAATEIBHO TMOIHSB
CKPIOYEHHBIN Majel, — JABa IIyTH U JBa 4yenoBeka! Kakapli — BenuKM MacTep B cBoeM jnene!

JlocroitHeinmii mpumep Jyist nofpaxanus! Tel T0MKEH BHIOPATS. ..

KoHnaH n OcknnaMIl 1aBHO MOKOHYWJIM C 3aBTPAKOM W MPHUHSUIMCH CEIJIarh JIOMAAEH, a THOM
BCE IOy4YaJl 3aCKy4aBlIero Bapyr Jpuana.

— ... U KQX/JIbII U3 3THUX JIOCTOMHENIIIMX MOXKET B3Th TeOs B yaeHuku! [{enn 310!

— S yuenukoB He Oepy, — npoOypuas Konan, moararupasi moarpyry.



— A s, BHayajie JOJDKEH MPOBEPUTh €CTh JU y KaHJIWJara B YYEHUKU CIIOCOOHOCTH, —
00aBrII DCKUIIaAMIL.

Xermnar KpSKHYJI U CTaJl TOPOIUIMBO COOMPATh CeEeNbHBIE CYMKHU.

OTOT JIeHb NYTEMIECTBUASI HUYEM HE OTIMYAJICS OT MPEIbIAYILET0. BhK)KEHHAS CTEMb, NaJlsIIee
COJIHIIE HaJ| TOJI0OBOM, MOHYPO OpeayIme KOHHU. . .

— MHe BCIO HOYb CHUJIUCH TEIIEPhl, — CKa3aj Xemnar, — OyATo s Opejy, a TOTOM Mo0exaato
MepTBenoB. U cTpaxa coBceM He ObLIO!

OCKujaMIl OIISIHYJICST Ha THOMA, BOCCENABILETO0 Ha BepONofe, Kak Ha TPOHE, W MOKadall
T'OJIOBOM.

— Hy... moutn He ObUIO cTpaxa... — MOMpPaBUJICS Xemar, — s BeJb JIO0MI0 MEeHEPhl, S Ke
BCE-TaKU THOM, XOTh U JJABHO KUBY CPEJU JIOACH. . .

W oH 3arsHyN cTapyro MeCHI THOMOB, KOTOpYyo Tak Jitoous1 Konan. HeoObunas, He3eMHass —
Mo/i3eMHass — MEJIOUsI U CTpPaHHbIC, OTPBHIBUCTHIE CJIOBAa S3bIKa THOMOB JAaBHO HCYE3HYBIIIETO
Ki1aHa BapmuHa...

Ha Housler octaHOBUIIMCH, KOTJIA MOTaciu nocieanue oronecku 3apu. Kak Bcerga, ctapaiuch
npoexarb B 4achl BEUEpHEW MpOXJaJbl BO3MOXKHO Oosiblliee paccrosiHue. Ha ceill pa3, cymmHska
BOKPYT HE HaIIUIOCh, U DCKUJIaMII 3allaJIii BONIIEOHBIN KocTep. Heckonbko, ¢ TPYJIOM HailICHHBIX
BETOYEK, TOPEIU CIIOKOWHBIM, HEYTACUMbBIM IJIaMEHEM.

— Teneps TBOM uyeped pacckas3blBaTh, — BOJIICOHUK, TMPUILYPUBIIMCH, DISAHYI Ha
MaJIBiMKa, — 5 IIopacckasai A0 CTaro4Ho.
— He o MeprtBemax im B memepax ObUl MOCIEIHUN paccka3? — MpoBOpYal Xermar,

3aBOPAYUBASICH B ONIESIIO.

Konan, Ha cel pa3, pemm NOAOJBIIE NOCUAETh y KocTpa. Hounas mpoxiama Bcemsa
00IPOCTH U MPOTOHSIA COH.

[Ipexne yem Havarh pacckasz, JlpuaH Q0iro aymMal, 4To-TO IENTall, BCIIOMHUHAs, 3arudan
MAJIBIBL.

— Cuuraens crpammHsbie ciiydan? — ycMexHyicsi KonaH, — y MeHsl, HallpuMmep, NalbleB He
XBATHUT. ..

— Y MEHs ITOKa XBaTaeT... — MAaJIBYMK C COMHEHUEM MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOM Majblbl — BbI HE
MOBEPUTE, HO CaMblil OOJIBILION CTpax s UCOBITAN IOCIE CMEPTH Marepu, KOrja MEHs MPUIOTHIIA €€
cectpa. Orer Mot JaBHO orud, — npoxpoaxan Ipuan, — s ero u He MoMHI0. Mark nomH10... Ho
OHa BCKOpE MOMEpJIa U MEHs, B3sUla K cede TeTs — ToJcTas, cenas crapyxa. HasepHoe, oHa He
ObLIa OYEHDb YK CTApOil, MIPOCTO TAK BbIIsAENA. .. M ellie: Ha M1a3ax y Hee ObUIM OenbMa... CTPAIIHO
Tak... YToOBI pacCMOTPETH YEIOBEKA, OHA HAKIIOHSIACH BIIEPEl U CKBO3b yKACHBIE, MYTHBIC MSITHA
Ha I[1a3axX MbITaJIach YTO-TO YBUJETH... [lomoiaet, ObIBaIo, BIEpUT B MEHs Oelble Iia3a U JI0JIro-
JIOJITO MOJYMUT. Y MEHS a) MYPalIKH 110 CIIUHE. ..

S MHOTO paboTas Ha MOJSAX M TOJBKO K BEeYepy MPUXOAUI B JIOM. TeTd Kujaa ¢ MyXKeM —
3a0UTHIM, MaJ€HbKUM MYXHUYKOM. [lereil y HUX He ObUI0. MyX ee JOMOIl HOYeBaTh MPHUXOIUI
peaxo — Bce OoJibllle BAJSUICA MbSHBIN TAE-TO Ha 3aJBOpKax. S ke HoueBall B capae, Ha COJIOME.
Crarp B JoMe 00sICS TOCJIE OJHOTO CITydas. . .

MeHs Torga MONOXKWIJIM Ha JIABKE B YTy, TeTs cmajia Ha JIe)KaHKE y APYIOM CTEHBI, MYXK €€
Opomua BOKPYT JOMa M TOpJIaHMII TecHU. JloMoil OHa ero MbSHOTO HE IMycKalia, a €My OT 3TOIO
TOJIBKO Beceliee ObUT0. XOIUT BOKPYT U TOET... a HHOTAa pyraercs. B Tot paz — nen. [lorom Bapyr
3aMOJIK, OynTO TogaBuiics. S cliblan — nepej TeM, Kak MOAaBUThCA eMY, TETS YTO-TO CKBO3b 3yObl
ckazana... Jlaxxe He ckazana — KapkHyna, Oyaro... nu cioBo kakoe-To HEMOHIATHOE TPOU3HECA.



He 3Haro... TONBKO HAYTPO MYyXa €€ MEPTBBIM HalUIM. A KOTJIa XOPOHWJIU, TETA pa3roBapuBaia C
HUM, KaK C )KUBBIM. ..

Sl mOMHIO, KOJIIYH €i CKa3ajl — 4YTO Thl ¢ HUM ToBOpUIIL-TO? OH ke MepTBbIii! A OHa Kak
DIsiHET Ha Hero Oenbmamu! KonayH, yx, Ha 4TO YeloBEeK ObIBaJIbIf, a U OH KaK-TO CHUK U B CTOPOHY
orowen... CrpaimHbie ma3a OblIN y TETH. ..

C tex nmop s cnan B capae. He xoren ocraBarscs ¢ Terert B qjome. Ho naxke u B capae ciplman,
KaK CTOHET OHa HOYaMHU, KPUYUT, OyATO 30BET KOTO-TO... Yale BCero 3To Ciydajloch B T€ HOYH,
Korjga Oypsi IIyMela, BETEp CBUCTEN B IIENAX capas... A Tyr eme U kKpuku 3tu!l.. S, ObiBaso,
COXXMYCh B KOMOK, 3aTKHY YIII U JIEXKY, IPOXKY, TOKa HE HACTYITUT yTPO.

[Ipu cBete AHs, paBaa, BCE Ka3aJlOCh HE TAKUM YK CTpalHbIM. W TeTsi — Kak HU B YEM HE
obiBasio. IlokopMUT MeHs U OTHpaBUT B mosie pabortark. JlHeM — Huuero. Connie cBetuT. He
ctpammHo. Ho Ommxke K Beuepy — TOCKJIMBO CTAaHOBWJIOCH Ha Ayme. OnsTh HATH... Tyna...
Hanesitbes, 4To HOUb OyAeT CIOKOMHOM, 0€3 KPUKOB. ..

Jlomuk-To y Tetu ObL1 HeOonbIoN. OnHa KOMHATa, Jla 4YyjlaH, Kyla MHE ObUIO 3ampelieHO
3aXonuTh. UTO y’K OHA TaM JIeprKalia, HE 3HAK0, TOJBKO 3aMOK BHCEJ OTPOMHBIM Ha ABEPH... A KIIFOY
TeTs mpsTtana... S, mpapda, 3HaNI, IJie¢ OH JEKUT — Yy Hee moja noaymkod. Tyr u jro0oil Obl
JOTaIancs. ..

Jluem, koraa s o0enarh MPUXOIUI, W3-3a JBEPH UyllaHa dTOro OyATO MIENOT AoHOcuics... Ho,
CKOpe€ BCEI0, Ka3ajloCh MHE, YyAUJIOCh. ..

A mocne paboTel — B JIOM€ TOJBKO MOECTh, U B capail — cnarb. Jla u xie6-to, ObIBaioO, B
ropJio He Jie3eT. TeTd cs/1eT HanpOoTUB U BIEPUT yKacHbIE, Oenble rmasal..

Tak >xun s mocne cmeptu marepu... Crai, Bpoae Obl, yKe U NMpUBBIKaTh... Huuero, oueHs yx
CTPAIIHOTO, HE MPOUCXOAMIIO... TOJIBKO BCE TATOCTHEE CTAHOBUIIOCH Ha nyme. OcoOEHHO mocie
TOr0, KaK TETS My)Ka MOXOpoHHIIa. .. OHa OynTo K aajia 4yero-to Bce Bpems. .. [Ipuciaynmpanace...

OHO-TO, KOHEYHO, €CJIM YEJIOBEK IJIOXO BUJWT — OH CTapaercsi 0oJibllie ciaymark... Ho Bean
paHbIlle TETS TaK YaCTO HE MPUCITYIIMBAIACK!.. A TYT — MOCTOSTHHO, 0COOEHHO 1O BeuepaM. Jlaxe
¥ MHE CTaJIi YyIUTCS Kak Oy/ITo Iaru BOKpyr noma... M korja B capae cnaTh yKJIaIbIBaJICS — TOXE
ary YyIninck. Jla enie 3T yKacHble KPUKU TETH 10 Hodam ..

A yrpoM — onsaTh HUYero. CONHBIIKO CBETUT — M Ha ayie Jierde. K Beuepy, KOHEYHO,
HacTPOEHHE MOPTUIIOCH. A KaK CIaTh JIOKUTHLCA B capae, Tak BOoOIIE. .. ToJIbKO U lyMaelllb, KaK Obl
YCHYTB IOOBICTpEE. ...

OpnHaxapl HOYb BbIIANACH TUXasl. JIEXKY, CIbIIY, KaK MBIIM LIypIIAT B COJIOME, [JIe-TO IAJIEKO
NTULIBI HOYHBIE KpU4Yar. A TOTOM, M BooOIIE, Bce cTuxio. Kaszamock, OyATO BCE KIYyT 4YEro-To...
Jlaxke MM niepectanyd BO3UThCS. [ITuibsl — u Te 3atuxiu. JIexKy — W 3aCHYTh HUKAK HE MOTY.
YyBCTBYI0O — JpOXb CTalla MEHA OUTHh B TUIIMHE 3TOH... 3aXOTENOCh 3aKpUYaTh WJIM CXBaTUTh
MOJIOTOK U CTydaTh MO HakoBajibHE. Toyibko Obl He 3Ta MepTBass TuumHa! W cripliily — KTO-TO
IBIIUT psiioM. .. [IpepriBUCTO Tak... byaTo HE MOXKET 3a OUH pa3 BO3JyX HAOparh — HECKOJIBKO
B3JI0XOB fenaeT... [lorom coobpas3ui, 4To 3TO s caM Ablly... Tak TUX0 ObUIO, YTO MOE JbIXaHUE
DXOM OT CTEHKH OTPaXKaJloCh.

B o0memM, CKOJIBKO s Tak MpoJexkadl — HE 3Har. TOJIBKO MOCIBIIAINCH CHAPYXH IIaru —
TSDKEIIbIE, MapKarolme, OyTO BCIICIYI0 Opesl KTO-TO BOKPYT AoMa... Kpyramu xoamn u Bce Ommxe u
Onroke... A AbIXaHUS HE CIBIIHO. TONBKO IIArH. ..

S1 9yBCTBYIO — BOJIOCHI Y MEHS Ha TOJIOBE 3aIIEBEJIMIINCH, KaK XKUBble. KpUKHYTHh X04y — H HE
Mory. Xody TETIO M03BaTb — TEMEPh-TO OHA HE Kaszanach cTpammoil... [lomymaenm — Oenbma Ha
miazax! 3aTo — KOJIyHbs!



N Hazmo cka3arb, HUMEHHO TOTAQA S ¥ MOHSII, YTO TETS — KOJAyHbs. He U3 TeX KOJIIyHOB, YTO B
KaXJOi JIepeBHE BOKPYI KOCTpa MpbIratoT, HeT — Hacrosdmas! ENl HUKakuX pUTyaJoB HE
TpeOOBAJIOCH. .. Y HEE BCE BHYTPH, B TOJIOBE. ..

Xouy 103BaTh — M HE MOTY, HE CIIYILIAETCSA TOPJI0, TOJBKO XPUIIbI BBIPBIBAIOTCA. A IIar — BCE
onmmxe. Bot yxxe k camoit aBepu capas npuonuxkaroTces. S u BoBce okameHen. Kak HU cTpaHHO, B
3TOT MOMEHT YAUBWJICSA, YTO PYKH U HOTH 3ajiefeHenu. [IpsMo, NeaplllKaMu CTalu, TSHKEIBIMUA U
gyxuMu. ['os10Ba 3akpyxunace, OyaTo s Ha JoAke B Oypro IUIBIBY... A JIBEpb BOT-BOT OTKPOETCH. ..
[ITaru 3aruxiay HA TPONIMHKE, YTO B Capaul BEHET. ..

N Tyt, KOrma g pemms, 4To KOHEL MHE IMPUIIET — BAPYr TETA 3aKpuyajia TaK FPOMKO, Kak
HUKOTA /10 9Toro. Kak TOJNbKO CTUX KpUK — OyATO KTO-TO MEIIOK 3€pHa C BO3a YPOHMII. MATKUH,
TaKoM 3ByK MaJIeHUs. .. YIaj, CTalo ObITh, TOT, KTO Y IBEPEH CTOSLI.

YTpoMm s, BbIOETas, OTBEpHYJICS — HE MOT, HE XBaTwJIO JIyXy CMOTPETh Ha TO, YTO y MOpora
nexano. Kpaem miasza 3aMeTui TOJIBKO, YTO 3TO Ybe-TO TEJI0, BCE 3eMiieil mokphIToe... Kak ecnu Obl
s BOT, pEUIMJI TOKararbCs B IPsi3H, a MOTOM HEMHOIo 00COX M MOoIIeNl OpOIUTH IO YIULAM...
Crpammo... He xoueTcs naxxe 1 BCIOMUHATE. ..

A Ters mepecTana ¢ T€X Mop Kpudarb. Bot u Bca ucropus... [a, eme npo uymas... Hy, 3To
MOTOM — TaM HE TaK CTPAIIHO OBLIO. ..

JlpruaH noexuicsa U NPOTSIHYI Xylble pyKH K KocTpy. HexoTopoe Bpemst Momyanu. Ciplmancs
TOJIBKO MEpHBIN Xpar Xerara.

— 3aBTpa OH OYIET paccKas3bplBaThb COH IPO CTPAIIHYIO, TOJCTYIO KOJAYHBIO, — paccMesuics
OcKWwIaMIl, KUBHYB Ha Kyllb U3 KOTOPOTO TOpYajia OKJIaanucTas 0opoja rHoma.

Konan 3agymunBO mofOpOCHI B OTOHb HEBECTb OTKYAa B3SIBIIMIICS MPYTHK, KOTOPBIA BMUT
Cropeln SipKUM, CUHEBAThIM IlaMeHeM. J[poBa, yloeHHble DCKUIIaMIIOM, Cllerka OOyIIIMINCh — U
Tosibko. KocTep ropen poBHO M MOIIHO, Ha HECKOJIBKO ILIATOB Pa3fBUIas OOCTYMHUBIIYIO MYTHUKOB
TEMHOTY.

— Ilouemy denoBek OoutTcst TeMHOTHI? Ecniu ThI OUH r11e-TO, @ BOKPYr — ThMa?..

— B TemHOTE MOryT npsTarecsa Bparu! — ckaszan JlpuaH.

— TemHoOTa, Mpak, OJULETBOPAIOT HEU3BECTHYIO YIrpo3y, — B pPa3ayMbe MPOAOIIKAI
KonaH, — eciiu BUIUIIb, C KEM MPEJICTOUT CPa3UThCsl — He cTpaiHo. CTpalmT HEU3BECTHOCT. ..
— Ho BHauasie 4enoBeKk MPOCTO OMacajics HOYHBIX XUIIHUKOB, — DCKUJIAMI MEIJIEHHO, KaK

OBl TPUCITYIINBASCH, OMVISACI BOKPYT, — a TIOTOM Y HETO Pa3birpalioch BOOOpaKEHUE. . .

— W oH cTan npuayMsIBaTh TO, YETO HET? — HAacMeUUInBO ciipocui KoHaH.

— He coBcem Tak... [IpocTo MHOrME MOHCTPBI BCTPEYAIOTCS HE TAK 4YacTO, KaKk O TOM
ayMaroT... M y’ cocem He Tak 4acTo, KaKk roBopsT!

KonaH mockpeb miaiko BHIOPUTHIM OTO00POJIOK.

— Bepno. ¥ crpaxa mraza Benuku... Ho Benp Bce, WiaM IOYTH BCE, O YEM TOBOPIT —
BCTpeYaeTcs. XOTs U HE TaK 4acTo.

— A BaMIMpOB BbI BUEIN? — BhImanui JpuaH.

Y KocCTpa HaJI0IT0 3aMOTYalIH.

DCKuIaMIl ycelcs moynooHee 1, C HECBOMCTBEHHOW eMy HEYBEPEHHOCThIO, CKa3all:

— S "e Bugen... beun cirydam momo3puTeNnbHbIX cMepTei... 00 aToM — B Jipyro# pas... Ho



BOT TaK HWBOTO, ECJIM TaK MOXKHO BBIPA3UThCS, BAMIIUPA... HET, HE BUIEN.

Konan xMypo paccmarpuBai cBOU, MOKPHITHIE MpaMamu, pyku. [IpoBopuan, kak Ob1 Ipo ceOs:

— S Bugen... Y youmi, XoTs 3TO 0Ka3aJI0Ch HEMPOCTO. ..

— A, npapaa, 4TO OHU MOTYT IIPEBpAILATHCS B JIETYYUX MbIei? — JlpuaH n3o0pas3ui pykaMu
KPbUIbSI HETOMBIPSL.

— He 3Hnaro, Bpsin au... OHH NpPOCTO... HE JNOoAUM, — KOHAaH HEMHOI0 MOMOJYad M CTall
paccka3bIBaTh CIIOKOWMHBIM, POBHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— bbU10 3TO N1ET MATH Ha3ax. f CiyXuil B OXpaHe OJHOIO BBICOKOPOMHOTIO JiopAa... Ilocue ero
CMEpPTH, MOs ClIy’)k0a, €CTeCTBEHHO, 3aKOoH4YmIack... Ho 3T0 mocne... A B TO BpeMs, 0 KOTOPOM
MONJIET peub, s OTBEYAN 3a OXpaHy CEBEpHOM CTEHBI 3aMKa. B MoeMm pacnopspkeHuu ObLUTH JECSTh
YeJIOBeK — HE CIIUIIKOM XOPOIIMX BOMHOB, CKopee mrobOuteneit mocnarb. COH UM, HAJIO CKa3arh,
J0poro oboIescs. ..

B Mou 00s13aHHOCTH BXOAMJIa pacCTAaHOBKA YaCOBBIX Ha CTEHE, B caJy M Yy BXola B OaIlHIo.
BopoT ¢ ceBepHoit ctoponbl He ObUT0. Hy U mpoBepsTh BpeMsi OT BpEMEHU, HE CIIST JIU MOU BOUHBI,
NUHKAMU OyIHUTbh, €CIIU YTO. ..

Bce o 3aBeIeHHBIM HOPSAKOM, TOJIBKO CTAJI Sl 3aMe4arh, 4TO JIFOACH B 3aMKE CTAHOBUTCS BCE
MeHblle. Mcuesna omHa W3 moBapuXx, U3 TEX, UTO HAM BapWJId, U CTajld MbI MOJOJTY XKIaTh 3a
CTOJIOM, KOTJIa MPUHECYT MUCKY MOXJIEOKH, /1a Xjieba KyCOK.

KopMuiu B 3amMke HE O4€HB-TO... TOJBKO MO Mpa3gHUKAM — MsICO, a B OyJHU — MoXJIeOKa.
Buna u BoBce He goxaenibes! Tolbko, eciu y Jopaa coObITuE Kakoe, 3HaMeHarenbHoe... Ho kakue
TaMm y Hero coObITHs. .. [Ipuxonunocs BUHO HA CBOM MOKYIAaTh, KOTJa CBOOOJIEH OT JexkypcTBa. Ho B
TaBEpHE MECTHON BUHO OBLIO TaK ceO€... IPSHHOE BUHO, IPSMO CKa3aTh...

Hy, Ttak BoT... Cinyrn umcuesanu... Jlake HEKOTOpBIE M3 OXpaHHHUKOB... Ho He m3 moero
NECATKA, TMTOHATHO. 3a CBOMMMU S CIIEAWJ, KaK XOpoIlas KOIIKa 3a KOTSTaMu. bbIBajio, KOHEYHO, U
OTBCIIMBAJI TNAPY-TPOMKY OIUIEYX, €CIH 3aCHYT Ha MOCTY, HO 3TO CIPAaBEUIMBO — OHU U HE
OOMKaIUCh.

U BoT, B 3TO Bpems 103BajI MEHS K cede opa. bpukxeiim, ero 3Baju.

Jlopn bpukxeiiM O4YeHb TOPAMIICS OH CBOE€M POJOCIOBHOM, BCE MOPTPEThl HA CTEHAX
MOKa3bIBal... J[axke OXpaHHMKOB BOAWJI U C TOPJIOCTHIO PACCKa3bIBAJI, IJI€ KAKOW MPEJOK BUCHUT, J1a
KOrja U Kak oH ymep. Hy)xHo cka3arh, K 4eCTH €ro pojia, YTo MOYTH BCe Mpeaku B 00ro morudmu. U
ATOT, ocyueaHu bpukxeiitm, Toxxe morud B 0010, Mpasnaa, B 000 HE COBCEM OOBIYHOM. ..

CioBOM, BBI3BAJ MEHS JIOPJ W MPHUKa3ajl BO3MIABUTH €T0 JMYHYIO OXpPaHY, a JECATOK MOWU
Ipyromy nepenars. JKajaoBaHbe yBEJIMYWII BTpoe. [[oJro onsTh Mpo MPEeIKoB pacCcKasbiBald... A s
CMOTpPIO — Ha HEM, KaK TOBOPUTHCS, JIUIla HET. [ 010c cphiBaeTcs, ryonl mpbiratoT. OH y)Ke CTaphlid
obu1, opa bpukxeitm... Ho 6onpsiii. CyxoiaBbiid, ¢ OPJAMHBIM HOCOM, TOPYABIIMM CPEI BITAJIBIX
IEK, KaKk KB oprna. [7na3a ceepkanu. I HEe NMOHATH — HE TO THEBOM, HE TO BECENBEM... B
MOCJIeAHEE BpEMS, TPaBAa, MOTYXJIM I71a3a €ro...

OcTaHoBuI ce0s B TOT pa3 JIOPA, HE CTall OOJbIe O MPEeIKax paccKa3biBaThb, TOCMOTPEN Ha
MEHS... W 3amiakail. S cro — miazam He Bepro. UTOOBI TOpIbIA JOpHa IUIaKal THepen
OXpaHHHUKOM?!.. 3IOPOBO €r0, 3HAYUT, JOIEKJIIO!..

OOHsT OH MEHS — €€ OAVH YAUBUTEIBHBIN MOCTYIIOK — & Y CAMOIO CJIE3BI €11l HE BHICOXJIH.
[ToTrom Bce e B3si1 ce0s B pyKH M KMBKOM MPEIOKUI CIE0BaTh 3a HUM. Mnem — necTHuia B
nofBaj, B BUHHBIE morpeba. Tyma JopJ HUKOrO HE IYCKasl, TOJBKO BHHOYEPIHS, J1a YTO-TO B
noclielHee BpeMs 1 ero He Bujel... OTOMKHYI 3aMOK, OTKPBUI ABEPb — BOIIUIM MBI, OH U3 OOUKHU
HQJIWJI OTPOMHBIM KOBII M €IMHBIM JTYXOM BBIIHJI, KaK MPOCTOU conaar. S naxe yBa)K€HUEM K HEMY



NMpoHUKCs. [1I0TOM MHE Halauil KOBII MU CMOTpPEI, KaK S BbIIbO. Hy, AOJTO-TO €My CMOTpETH HE
npuniocs!.. Eme no xoBmy... [Torom, korga B rojoBe HEMHOTIO 3alllyMeJIO, OH IMOBEJ MEHS JaJblIlie,
BIOJIb JUIMHHOTO psiga Oouek. Mmem, s daken aepKy W €ro MOAAEPKUBAI0 — BCE K€ BUHO
MOICVICTBOBAJIO HA CTApPOro JOpJa... 3aluuld 3a YIoJl, JIOpJ 3acTaBWJlI MEHS OTOABUHYThH ITYCTYIO
O0uKy, 32 HEl OKa3zayiach noTalHas ABepb. Bouum. JIMHHBI KOpUAOp, C TOTOJIKA KAIAeT, CTEHHI B
njeceHu. B KoHIle Kopuaopa — TsDKEJIEHHass KaMEeHHasl JIBepb ¢ 0COObIM 3amopoM. OTKpHITH €€
MOXHO OBUIO TOJIBKO C Hallled CTOPOHBI. Sl OTOIBHHYJI 3aCOB, IIEKOJIIY MOAHSII, TyOOBOe OpEBHO,
OKOBaHHOE€ M€JIbl0, OTOJABUHYJ — OHO BpOJIE yropa ObUIO, YTOOBI Y’K TOYHO C TOW CTOPOHBI HUKTO
HE BbIOpaJICs.

Jlopa MHe moka3bpiBaeT — JOCTaHb, MOJ, M€Y W Oydb HarotoBe. Sl MPUTOTOBHIICS, a caM
IyMaro, 4To e 3a YyJOBHINA TaM TaKhe MOTYT ObITh? Bpukxeiim, BUXKY, IJPOXKUT BECh, HECMOTPS Ha
BUHO BbITUTOE. CXBAaTWJICS KOCTIISIBOM PYKOM 3a KHMH)Kal — M€Y OH B 3aMKE HE HOCWI — M
MOKa3bIBAE€T MHE: BIepen!

Pacnaxnyn g nBeps. B ogHoill pyke (aken, B Ipyroil Med — W LIATHYI BIEpe.l, KaK MpuKazal
nopa. IlepBoe, uTo yBUJIen — Tpyn y camoil ABepu. B Oorarbix, pacCUMTHIX 30JI0TOM OAEXKAAaX U C
BOJIOCAThIMU PYKaMH, a Ha MHajbllax — KOTITH. M KOTTAMM 3TUMU, BUJHO MO CII€IaM, MEPTBELL
KaMeHb CKpeO, ITyOoKre 00PO31bl OCTAHUCH.

Jlopa B310XHY/T OONIETY€HHO U MTPUKa3all MHE NepeBepHyTh Tpyn. U, kinsaycs Kpomowm, kormaa s
B3MJIIHYJ B JIMIIO MEPTBEIY — BCKPHUKHY, HE yaepxkayics. He denoBek 3TO ObLT U HE 3BEPb...
TpynHo ckaszarb... V3 macTu BBICOBBIBAJIMCH OTPOMHBIE KJIBIKH, Ja M BCE 3yObl BBIIVISIENH, CKOpEe
3BEpUHBIMU... BMecTO HOCa — JBE BOJIOCATHIE ABIPKHA, @ B OCTEKJICHEBIIMX KEITHIX IJIa3ax ¢
BEPTUKAJIBHBIMU 3paykaMU CBEpKaJia Takas 3J100a, 4TO sl COAPOTHYIICS U MOCIEIIMI OTBEPHYTHCSI.

Jlopn ckaszan, 4TO 3aIUIaTUT MHE MECSYHOE KAJIOBAHBE, €CIU S OTHECY ATO YyAOBHUUIEC Ha
nexanky. Tyr Tonbko si ocmoTpesncsi. Hebonbinasi, B 001ieM, KOMHara, BeIpyOlieHHasi B ckaie. B
CT€HAaX — HHUIIM U B KAXXJON HUIIIE — JIe)KaHKa KaMeHHas. SlcHo — ckien. M ckien TarHbIHA.

[logusinm s MepTBella, OTHEC B IMYCTYIO HHIIY, MOTOM OOOINEN BCIO KOMHATy, Pa3misablBas
CKEJIEThI Ha JiexKaHKax. Jlopa MHe He npensarcTBoBai. Monya crosin y naBepu. Bce meprsens! npu
KU3HU OBUIM 4YYIOBUIIAMH — KOITH, KIJBIKM, Y€pen HEUEJIOBEYECKUM. Y HEKOTOPBhIX [axe
HEOOJIbIIME POXKKUA BUIHEIUCH. Y JIPYrUX — TOJIBKO Kak Obl yIUIOTHEHUs o O0okaM uepemna... Ho
KJIBIKA U KOT'TH UMEJIUCH Y BCEX. ..

[ToToM MBI, BEpHYBIIMCH B BUHHBIN MOJIBAJI, BBIIWJIN €ILIE IO Nape KOBUICH. A yX MOCIE 3TOTO,
MHE MMPUIUIOCH JOCTONOYTEHHOIO JIopAa bprkxeiiMa Ha myede HECTH B €r0 MTOKOH.

Ha cnengyronmii 7eHb OH Bce pacckasai... B pony y HUX KpoBb IOpUEHHAs, TpokisTas. He Bee,
HO HEKOTOPBIE U3 POACTBEHHUKOB JIOP/IA, IO AOCTUKEHUH ONPEICICHHOIO BO3pacTa IpeBpalialiuCh
B uynoBull. [locreneHHO nuIla MEHSUIMCh, HOITU INPEBPATUCh B KOI'TH, KIIBIKM W30 PTa JIE3IIH...
[loTom, Korma poICTBEHHUK 3a0bIBaJl YEJIOBEUYECKYIO peUb, €r0 U 3amupaiu B ckiemne. ToT MepTBell,
KOTOPOTO s Ha JIEKAHKY YIOXKUII — OBLI CTapIIMM ChIHOM Jiopaa. Y Tolibko O0Tu 3HaIM, KOTOPHIE
€ILE U3 CBIHOBEU IPEBPATATCH. . .

Ho »Ta Hanacte Obuta He HOBa... Jlopg MeHs mpumiacui mo Japyromy mnosony... Cramnu
ycyesars Jiroau. HeKoTophIx HaXonWIn B MO/IBAJIaX 3aMKa... 00€CKPOBICHHBIX... C pAHAMU Ha LIee.
Jlopn xoTen 3HaTh — WJIM 3TO HOBOE MPOKJISATUE HA €r0 POA, WM NMPUIUIBIA BaMIUp 3aBescs. Bor
TaKoe OH JlaJl MHE 3aJlaHue. Bpydn1 Kitoun OT BCeX JIBEpEeM, pa3peli B BAHHBIN MOrped XOAUTb. ..
Tonpko He YacTO g HaIUBaI U3 OOUYEK — HE JI0 TOTO OBLIO. ..

Buawane gyman s JioroBo BaMmupa Tie-HUOydb B MoABajiax 3amka HaTu. Ho ckoibko HU
Oponusi — Kpome KpbIC HUKOro He Bujuen... Cranm k jroAsMm npucmarpuBarbes. [lo nerenmam,



BaMmup OJIeAHBIM JODKEH ObITh... Ho B 3amke moutu Bce Obutm OneansiMu! [luTanue moxoe,
CBIPOCTb, COJTHIIA TOJAMH HE BUIEIH. . .

[Tponan enie OIMH YEIOBEK — CIIy>KaHKa KeHbI Jopaa. M cynmpyra xo3siMHa HaIEro, KpacaBuila
KOdpus, tpscnacs ot ruesa. [lo mpapae ckasarb, He Obula OHA Takol yx KpacaBulleu... Tormmas,
OnenHasi, Kak CMepTh, C TOPOAUCTHIM, KaK Y MyKa, HOCOM. ..

BoT yx KTO, Kak HeJb3s JIydlle, MOAXOAUI Ha posib BaMmupa... Ho monokeHo cuutars *eH
JOpA0oB — KpacaBuuaMu. U Bce, Kak OJIMH, BOCXUILAIUCH KPACOTOM HAILIEH XO3AUKHU.

Pemmn g Ttorma 3acamy YCTpOUTh B OOHOM U3 3aKOYJIKOB NoJBaja — [[€ W HAIUIU
OOECKpOBIIEHHBIN Tpyn ciayxaHku. [Jloxmancsa Houu, Bpole coarb IOLIEd, a caM HE3aMETHO
cnycTuics B noazemernbe. [1o60pos uckylleHne 3aisIHyTh B BAHHBINA TOTped — MUMO MPOXOAUIT —
U YCTPOWUJICA B CAMOM TEMHOM, 3aCTaBICHHOM IYCTHIMHU Ooukamu yriry. Cell Ha HU3KYIO KaJIKy, IO
MPUKPBITHEM OOJIBIIMX OOUEK W MOTYIIMI (haKel.

B TemHOTE cTan OyTUM 3amax ChIpOCTH. 3aMOK BOOOIIE OBl ChIPBIM, a YK noasai!.. S nymaro,
3TO MOTOMY, YTO CTOSUI OH HE Ha XOJIM€, KaK OOBIYHO, a Ha PaBHUHE, BOIM3U PEUYKU. A UyTh Jlajblle
0o1o0ta HauMHanuch. W xoqmim 06 3Tux 00J0Tax caMmble MEp3Kue Ciayxu. [ oBopuin, OyaTo BUAEIH
TaMm He TO YyJOBHUII, HE TO MPUBEICHUS, a, CKOpEEe BCEro — Bce BMecTe. SI-TO TyMaro, HE TaK 4acTo
Ha 00JI0Tax YyIOBUINA KUBYT. .. bombire ciyxoB... Ho cbIpoCcTh OT HUX UleT u3psaHas!

[Ipocunen s moutH Bcro HOYB O€3 TOJKY. Jlpemarsb cTaj, TOJIbKO YTO-TO MEHsI BAPYT pa3Oyauio.
3BYyK KaKOW-TO WJIM 3amax... MM CKBO3HSIKOM MOTSHYIO... B TeMHOTE Bce 4YyBCTBa OCTpeEE
CTAHOBSTCA. YCIbIIAN s IIypIIAHUE KPBIC TAE-TO B IPYroM KOHIlE noasaia. IIpuHroxancs — Bpoze
MOSIBUJICA TOCTOPOHHMUI 3amax... A 4eM MaxHEeT — He MOoWMY. Y MeHs OTHUBO U (akel Mol pyKaMu
— B 1000 MOMEHT 3aKe€4b MOXKHO. TOJNBKO ONATH COHJIMBOCThH HAaKaTHUIIA.

W, To 11 BO CHE, TO JIM HasIBY CIbIy cMeX... Kak Obl Janexo riae-to, a To, BAPYT, U pAAOM... U3
MOCJIETHUX CHII 3aXer (paken. BCOBIXHYT OH U OCBETHJI IPSIMO Y MEHS O]l HOraMHu TPYH CIIYTH, a
BIIAJIK, TaM, IJle TEMHOTA Y)K€ HE paccenBaliach CBEeTOM ¢akenia, MeIbKHYI CHIIydT. I cMeX omsTh
pasnancs... JKeHCKUM CMeX...

YTpoMm moumen s K JOpAY U pacckasall, YeM 3aKOHYHMJIOCh MO€ HOYHOE NIeXKypcTBO. OH, Kak
YCIIBIIIAT PO )KEHCKUM CMEX — B3JPOTHYI BCEM TeENOM. Buanmo, yxe 1aBHO nmogo3pesal... Jla u s
00 3TOM e Moaymal... XoTed yKe BCIyX CKa3aTh, HO TYT BOILIEJI BTOPOM ChIH JIOPAA U 51 B3JIPOTHYII:
MPOKJISATHE 3aXBaTUJIO U €ro. JIMIo IoHOIM yke ObU1o HeuenoBeueckuM. Ho oH, BeposiTHO, HE 3Has
O TOM, CIIOKOMHO TTOTOBOPHJI C OTIIOM O KAKOW-TO MEJIOYH U BbIILEI. TYT TOJIBKO 5 MOHSUI, TIOYEMY B
3aMKe He OBbUIO HHU OJHOTIO 3epkajia. MHe-To OoHM 0e3 HaJoOHOCTH, a CIOYKaHKH, S CIIBIIIAII,
CETOBAIM — IIJIOXO 0€3 3epKajl, IPUYECATHCA, IPUXOPOILIMTHCS HET BOSMOKHOCTH. . .

Ty n0opa Bapyr 3aopai 4yTo-TO O Kape HeOEeCHO, O TOM, YTO OOroB MPOTHEBAJ TEM, YTO Ha
BaMmupine >keHuiIcs! BbixBaruin KuHXal U mobOexal B CHajJbHIO Cympyrud. Sl — 3a HUM, XOTb U
HETOXe, BPOJIe, OXPAaHHUKY B CHAJILHIO JKEHBI JIOpJia 3aX0auTh. Ho — TyT citydait 0coOslii. ..

[TunkoM pacnaxuyn bpukxelim ABepb B CHIAJBbHIO XO35MKHU 3aMKa, 3a0eall... U BIPYT MOBECUII
TOJIOBY — CTOUT, KaK Obl Tapajgnu30BaH, Jake KMHXal U3 pyk Bbimai. FOppus nexana oOHaKeHHON
Ha IIMPOKOM KpOBAaTW M MOTATMBAJIACh TAK, CIaJOCTHO, YAOBJIETBOPEHHO... [JsHYIa Ha MeHs,
VIBIOHYJACh, M 3aMETUJ Sl KJIBIKM — 3TH 3HAMEHUTHIE KJBIKM BaMIIMPOB, O KOTOPBIX CTOJIBKO
paccka3biBatoT. He 3Hat0 — MOCTOSIHHO OHU BO PTY CUISAT, WJIM TOJIBKO KOTa HaJ0 BbIpacTarT... U
ryOsbl ee, oxoxe, B KpoBHu ObutH... Ho 3T0, ckopee Bcero, moka3anoch — Yk KpOBb-TO CIIU3aTh OHA
Obl ycriena. ..

B 061iem, cTouM MBI € JIOPAOM MOCPEIU CIAIbHU — OH COBCEM PAacCKUC, IaTaeTcs, OOpMOUET,
YTO JIaBHO JIOTAJIBIBAJICS. .. HE XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh. .. IOTOMY U JIETH y HUX B UYJOBUII] TPEBPAIAIOTCS



qauie, 4eM JIpyrue Mpesiku. ..

A s TIISTHYII — OHa MEHS JJACKOBO MaJFIMKOM MaHHT, a caMa 3TaK cOONa3HUTENbHO Ha KPOBaTH
packuHynack. Tesno-To y Hee KpacuBoe ObUIO. ..

A ycmexHynacs mpo ce0s — Aymaro, HE XBaralio €Iie C BaMIUpILed B KpoBarh Jieub. Ho
OOHAapYKUJI, YTO HOTU UJIyT MOMHUMO BoJid. M Bce Onmke KpoBaTrh, KPAaCMBOE TEJIO KEHBI JIOp/ia U €€
KJIbIKAacTas yinblOKa. M y)xe 4yBCTBYIO, CIaJI0CTh HaKaTuia, OyITO roll )KEeHIIMH He BUJEN, OyATO He
BUEpa MEHs yOnakajia OJlHa U3 XOPOILLIEHbKHUX CIIYKAHOK. ..

CoOpancs ¢ cuinaMu, BBIXBaTWJI M€Y M OIHHMM JABH)XXEHHEM oTcek el ronoBy! KpoBp 3abuna
TakuM (POHTAHOM, YTO MTHOBEHHO BCSl KOMHaTa cTajga KpacHOM.

KpoBars mponuTanace, OyaTo mokpacuiu ee! Y3opuyarsiii KOBep Ha MOJIy CTal OAHOTOHHBIM. A
KpPOBb BCE XJIECTaJIa, HE IIepeCcTaBas, U TOTAA JIOPA bpuKxeliM KMHYIICS KO MHE M BLEIHUIICS B TOPJIO
KOCTJISIBBIMH MNajblamMu. M 4yBCTBYrO — Malblbl Y HETO XOJIOAHBIE, KaK JeA. A cuia B HUX Takad,
YTO 51 C TPYIOM pa3xkai ero xsarky. CMOTpIO — a W30 pTa y JIOpJa HAIIETO KIIBIKH JIE3YT. ..

OtbOpocui s ero ot ceds... A Korna OH BHOBb HaKMHYJICS — pa3pyOusl CBEpXy JOHU3Y, HAa JIBE
ITOJIOBUHKU. .;

Bor tak u moru® nopa bpukxeim... S nymaro, oH mpeBpaTuici B BaMIMpa, caM TOTO HE
3amedas. A KpOBb, €CJIM M COCaJI, TO B 3a0BIThU... A XK€Ha ero — Ta ObUla aKTHBHOMH... Yepe3
Ka)KJIbl€ JIBa-TPU JTHA KPOBb cocaa... S Korma u3 3aMKa ye3»ajl — CIY)KaHKY, C KOTOpOU yrexam
npeaaBalcs, Oparb HE CTajl: y Hee C KaXKJbIM JTHEM PYKU CTaHOBUJIMCH BCE XOJIOTHEE. ..

Konan Bctan u norsuyncs. Kocrep no-npexxHeMy ropes poBHO U BECETIO.

— Hy, a netu ero? — cupocuit JCKuIaMmIl.

— A getu... Sl motoM cnpammBai y KyIIOB, YTO ObIBAJIM B T€X KpasiX... 3aMOK 3TOT BCE
00be3Kal0T — OOJIBIION KPIOK JENAl0T, TOJBKO YTOOBI MUMO HE MpPOe3kKarh. [ OBOPST, TaM KUBYT
yhbipu ¥ gypoBuia. M Bcs okpyra obesmtonuia... [lpapaa, B Tex kpasix Hapoay MHOTO HUKOT/IA U HE
OBLIO. ..

[lapy net ciyctsi, B 0010, sl CTOJIKHYIICS C TakuM MOHCTpoM. He 3Haro, ObUT JIM 3TO ONUH U3
CBIHOBEU MTOKOWHOTO JIOP/Ia, HO KOI'TH, KJIBIKH U 3BEPCKAs POXKa Y HETO UMEJIHCh.

S Torga, ¢ COTHEN NPYyrux HAGMHUKOB, OCTYMWI Ha CIYKOy elle K OAHOMY JIOpAY, AaBHO U
0€3yCHelHO BOEBABIIEMY C COCEJIOM, TOXE€, €CTECTBEHHO, JopjoM. llmarunu oHu 00a OueHB
XOPOIIIO ¥ HAIM pedsTa TO U JEJO0 CTAJKUBAIUCHh B 00I0 CO CBOMMH 3HAKOMBIMH, KOTOPBIX HAHSII
NpoTUBHUK. B Takom ciy4ae, cTapaiuch, KOHEYHO, OTXOAUTh B CTOPOHY — CBOMX HE yOWBATb.
bnaro, 06a iopa BOOPYXHJIM BCIO YEPHb — PYOU B CBOE YAOBOJILCTBUE!

He 3Ha10 yX, KTO TaM K3 BBICOKOPOJIHBIX JIOPJIOB ObUT IIpaB — JIJIsl MEHSA-TO OHHM BCE HA OJUH
MaHep. CraparTcs TMONPOCTY OTTANATh y cOcela 3eMJIM, Ja Ka3Hy pasrpabuth. A pa3 Tak —
HAE€MHUKAM IUIaTu He cKymsick! OHU, mpaBna, u miaruiau!.. 3a KaxJIblid JI€Hb BOMHBI — 30JI0TOM!
[ToaTOMY MBI OXOTHO HAHUMAJIUCh TO K OTHOMY, TO K APYTOMY...

N BOT, omHaX/pl, BbUIA3KY PELIMJIM CJIEJIaTh — BHE3AIIHO HAIACTh HA BOWCKO MPOTHBHHKA,
B3SIBIIIEE B KOJIBIIO HAIl 3aMOK. S BO3MIaBJSI MEPBYID COTHIO OOMIIOB — CaMbIX OTYAsTHHBIX
roJIOBOpe30B. MbI BpyOUIIMCh B JIareph MPOTUBHUKA, KaK TOMOP B TPyXisiBoe JepeBo! Pa3owmmm ux
HAroJIOBY, U JIOPA-IIPOTUBHUK IOWIAJBI 3allpOCUII. Bce 30510TO OTHall, MOJIOBUHY 3€MEJb U €UIe
KaXXIbI 1071 00s13aJICs1 CKOJIBKO-TO TaM ILJIaTUTh. ..



Ho cyrs He B 3TOM. Korma yxke crtamm OHM cHaBarbCs, s 3aMETUJ CBHUPENOIO BOMHA C
phIYAHUEM OTOMBABIIETOCS OT HECKOJIBKUX YEJIOBEK Cpasy. 3aX0TeJI0Ch HEMHOTO €IIe MOPa3MIThCS,
KPUKHYJ pedsTam, 4TOObl OTOILIUTM B CTOPOHY U Jal MHE CPa3uThCs C 3TUM MoJoaioM. Conars
OTOABUHYIIUCH, HO TIPU 3TOM KaK-TO CTPAHHO YibiOasich. Uepe3 MTrHOBEHHUE s MOHSI — IOYEMY.
BouH 5TOT, KOTOpPOrO OHU OKPYXKWJIH, ObUT HE uelioBeK. VMIMEHHO Takux s BHJACT B 3aMKe
bpukxeiima. Mopna 3Beps, KIbIKH, KOITH. HO Med OH jaepkal KpemkKo M Cpa)alics CIaBHO!
YyBcTBOBaach BbIydyKa 3HATHOTO 4YEJIOBEKA... MOKET ObITb, 3TO JAEUCTBUTENIBHO ObLI OIMH H3
CBIHOBEM CTaporo JiopAa... VYIIEd U3 ONYCTEBHIEIO 3aMKa OTHA M, IIOKa €IIe COXPAHSII
YEJIOBEUECKUU PAa3yM, HAHSJICS B PATHUKU K 3TOMY JIOPAY-HEYIAYHHKY... BOT Tak...

JIpraH NIMBITHYII HOCOM M CKa3all:

— MBI € JOTOBOPWJIUCH CTPALHBIE PACCKA3BI... A 3TOT HHTEPECHBII, HO HE CTPAILHBI!

— Tel cipanmBan mpo BaMOUpoB — BOT S M pacckasan, — npoBopuasi KonaH, pacctunas
OZIesI0, — Jia €Ille ¥ IIPO YeJI0BEKO3Bepei J0OaBUII. ..

DCKHIIAMIT pacCMEsICS.

— OJTO mpOCTO OH TaK pacckasbiBal... A eciu Obl MONOAPOOHEE pacckasall, Kak CUIEN B
TEMHOTE, B ITIOABAJIE, 1a KAK BAMITUP ITOAKPAIbIBAJIC. . .

— Bce paBHO He cTpamHOo! — JlpuaH pa304apoOBaHHO CTAN YKJIAAbIBATHCA.

— Ecnu He crpammHo, Tak moyemy Obl TeO€ HU Jiedb OJHOMY W TMOAAJIbIE OT KocTpa? —
HACMENUIMBO CIIPOCUI KOJAYH.

MaJibuuk onaciauBO MOMISIEN B TEMHOTY, TOKayall TOJIOBOM W MPUJIBUHYI OESIIO ellie ONMKe K
KOCTDY.

— KpoBs!.. — paznasncs Bapyr Boruib, — Ckonbko kpoBu!.. S youn ee!.. CKoIbKO KPOBH... —
1 Xernar BHOBb MUPHO 3axpariell.

Bocxom rHOM BCTpeTuil yxe Ha Horax. MpauHblil, BCKJIOKOYEHHBI M HEBBICHABIIMIKCS, OH
BOPYAJI:

— CKOJIbBKO MOXXHO paccka3biBaTh?.. MHE BCe 3TO CHUTCS — s JABHO 3aMeTull... Jlydime Obl
paccKas3bIBaIM O MPUSATHOM. ..

OuepenHolt JeHb MYyTH HE MPUHEC HUYEr0 HOBOTO, a BEUepOM Xemar, BMECTO TOI0, YTOOBI
3aBEPHYTHCS B OJIEIIO U 3aXpalleTh, OJCEI K KOCTPY.

— 41, BOT, TOX€ KO€-4TO BCIIOMHHUII. .. XOTHUTE, PACCKAXKY?

— Ecnu cTpammoe — pacckasbiBail, — KUBHYI JlpuaH.

— Crpainmoe — He cTpanmHoe... — npoBopuasi KonaH, — pacckasbiBail B JIFOOOM ClTy4ae, MbI
ITOCIIYIIAEM. .. & 5 MOJIEKY. ..

Yepe3 Hexotopoe BpeMss KoHaH MHUpHO 3axparmen, a Xemar, HEOmOOpUTENIbHO KOCSICh Ha
CIISIIIETO Apyra, Havyadl:

— JKunm mb1 Torga B 6onpimx nemepax. [Jemo Obuto mpu kuBoM Liape Bapmune u Haiue
BEJIMKOE I[APCTBO... I'M, IPOIIBETAJIO... — THOM I0€p3aj, MOKPSAXTel, OyATO BCIIOMHUJ YTO-TO HE
OTHOCSIIMECA K JENY, U TPOAOJDKAIL, — J1a... HY, CJIOBOM, KHUJIA MBI BCE K€ HEIIOXO. . .

TonbKo cTa)IM TOXOMUTH CIYXH, YTO MIPUOIMXKAETCS K HAM HEKHUH yXKac U3 JalbHuX nemep. Uto
3TO OBUIO — HHUKTO CKa3aTh HE MOT... KTo BUAEI — TOT moruodai OT cTpaxa Uik OT YEro-To L. ..

Heckonbko cMenbIXx THOMOB YIIUTH Ha pa3BeAKy. BepHyicst ofuH, coBepiieHHO onuyaBumi. C
yMa OH CIISITWJI, WIM Kak-TO €lle MOBPEAWICS — HE 3Haro. TOJNBKO XOXOTall HEMPEpBIBHO... A
WHOTJa, HA00OPOT, TJIaKall M BbUI OT CTpaxa, 3a0MBIIKMChH B CaMbIi JaJlbHUN YTOJl CBOEU MEHIEpPHI.
XeHna 3a HUM yxakWBaja, HO OH, B TAKME MOMEHTBHI, U €€ myrajics. Tak u yMep B yIly, U C TAKUM
BBIPDAXKCHUEM JIMIA, YTO CMOTPETh HENPHUITHO. XOTA... KOMY K€ MPUATHO Ha MEPTBEIOB



CMOTpeTH?!

Torma u npu3Bai MeHst BapMuH. bpul OH BBICOK — IOUMTAaM, BBIIIE BCEX THOMOB — OCAHMUCT, C
OombIoit Oeroit Oopomoil, KoTopasi, HAalO CKas3arb, BCerga Obula M3YMUTENBHO pacyecaHa —
BOJIOCOK K BOJIOCKY! DTO y IpyrX THOMOB, OCOOEHHO Yy T€X, KTO BBIMUTH JIFOOMII, OOPOABI — HH K
yepry!.. CrnyTraHHble, CAUMNIMECS... A OCOOECHHO, €ClU JJWHHAs, TaK U BOOOIIE... CMOTPETh
cpaMHO! Y HEKOTOPBIX-TO OOPOAbl KY4YEPSIBUIUCh — TaK TE€M, BCE €JUHO. MOXHO Trojgamu He
pacuechiBaTh, OHA BCE PABHO HEIUIOXO BBIVISAUT. A €CJIM BOJIOCHI Ha OOpofe mpsiMble — HAaJ0
yxaxxuBarb. nu, yx, noncrpurark... He mo3oputhkest ¢ Hedecanoit 6oponoit. Mnu 6puth! Ho He
XOAUTh HEYECAH. ..

Jla, Hy 9TO s HEeMHOTO OTBIEKCS. OHO-TO M MOHITHO — TeMa Y)X OOJIbHO 3aXBaThIBaOIIAs!
Benpb y rHoma 60poga — ocHoBHas kpaca! UTo Hy>KHO THOMY, YTOOBI KEHIIMHBI JTIOOUIIH, a APYrue
THOMBI 3aBUJ0BaIN? SICHOE J1ei10 — O0opoja HyKHa B MEPBYIO ouepeib! A yiK MOTOM OPYXKHE UMETh

kpacuBoe. Hy, eme mnemepa uyto0, He mycroBana. JoOpa HAaKomuTh — 3TO YK CaMO COOOM.
30JI0TUIIIKA, KAaMEIIKOB JparoleHHbIX... OCOOEHHO PYOMHBI U HM3YMPYIbl MELIEpy YyKpaiaror!
3aiigenb, ObIBaJO, K MHOMY Oorady, a y Hero Bcd nemepa cBetutcs! Ine — KpacHbeiM, Te

3eJIeHbIM. .. A 171e u OpuunanTsl cusitor! Ho umu-to, B 0011ieM, peiko cTeHbl ykpamaiu. O4eHb yx
Ioporvue KaMeuku... He poBeH vac, KTo u mo3aputcs. [ 0CTen-To y BCeX MOIHBIE Menepsb!!

51 BOT, yAMBIISIJICA MHOT/A, 14 U 110 CEN JIEHb YAUBISAIOCHh — BEJb €CJIU OIHU K JIPYTUM B TOCTH
VIIDIA — Y HUX Temepa mycTol nomkHa ObiTh! AH Het! ¥V Bcex Bcerga — mosiHble! Bot 3arankal
Kyna He npujens B rocTd — TaM yke U 06e3 Te0st mosHo!

Cectp naxe Herme! A yx 4ToObl BUHA BBIMUTH... HeT, yromanu, KOHEYHO, BCETIa XOPOIIO!
Buno TosbKO OBICTPO KOHYa0Ch. HO €ciii B TOCTH 3asiBUIIILCSI C CAaMOTO yTpa — Tei BBOJIO!..

Bbl HEe momymaiiTe, KOHEYHO, OyITO THOMBI TOJBKO W JeNajik, 4TO B roctu xomuiu. Hert!
Paboranu muHoro. M 3010T0 n0ObIBaiM, U KaMEIIKW, U TOHHEJIM HOBBIE PBUIM. A 4YacTo TaM U
TOHHEIN BO3HHUKAJIM, TJI€ MOXXHO KaMellkd HalTu. Kyna komare, €ciid Hy)KHO, JOMYCTHM, HOBYIO
KOMHaTy BbIkonaTh? KoHeuHo, Tyna, rjie MOryT ObITh KAMHH JparolieHHble. A y)K KaMHHU-TO 3TH,
o001 THOM 3a Mutio uyet! Ilomoiienib, ObIBaIo, K CTEHE, JIAJIOHSIMHU €€ KOCHEIIbCS U YyBCTBYEIIb
— BOH TaM KaMHM JIEXKaT... POCCHIIb KAMHEH... HAJO TOJbKO NoKonare HemMHoro. M komamu! Tak
U3PBUIH BCIO TOPY TOHHEJISIMU, YTO JIPYTrU€ THOMBI — KOTOPBIE B TOCTU IIUTH — MOIJIN 3a0TyTUThCS
Y TIOIACTh COBCEM He K TeM... Ho ux Bce paBHO mpuHUManu xopoiio. BuHa, npasna, cTtapance He
JaBaTh Yy)KUM — BHUHO-TO, BEJb, IPUXOAUIOCH HaBepXy nokymnarsk! Ho, yx, 3715 — Bcerma HaJIbIoT!
[lonawie kpyxku! A kpyxku y Hac Obutn orpomubie! Y Konana, BOT, ecTh Kpyxkeuka... OHa,
KOHEYHO, KpacuBas, ¢ Oapenbedamu... Jlemon momapun! KpacuBas... a Bce He To! BoT y Hac
KpyXKku Obimu!.. MOXKHO W3 Hee TAHYTh BECh Beuep, a OHa Bce, Oyaro u He mycteet! Uyno, uTo 3a
kpyxku! HekoTopble ykpamand Aake caMOIBETaMH. XOPOIIME-TO KaMENIKHM B KPYKKH HE
BCTAaBJISJIU, @ TAK — Pa3Hble OCKOJIKU... Ho He B kpacoTe Hanmx Kpyxek cyrh! B oobeme!

Jla, Hy 5 OIATH TYT OTBJIEKCS HEMHOTO... M1 Hemynpeno Beap! Kak HauyHy BCIIOMUHATh KU3Hb
CBOIO B IIapcTBe BapMuHa, Tak 0CTaHOBUTHCA HE MOTy! bbIBasio, cniark JIsKelb, a HE CIUTCI — BCE
BCIIOMMHAENIb. .. XOPOIIIO TOI/A KUJIH, Becelio... KOHEYHO, 1 BOMHBI CIIy4aIuCh, U TPOCTO CTHIYKHU
c coceasMu. .. Yarre-To BoeBaIM ¢ yyxakaMmu. Bot, HanpumMep, 1ukne 00€3bsIHbI HarpsIHYyT — TYT U
OepyTcs Bce THOMBI 3a opyxue. A kak ke mHade? I'm, nukue 00e3bsHbI... O0E3bsHBI-TO BCeTaa
mukue! Oppoit, ObiBaio, Tak u npyr! U pyOums ux, u cTpensens — a uX Bce He cuecTh. MHOTO
CUJIbHBIX THOMOB MTOTHOJIO0, PA30pPBaHHBIX TUMH 00€3bsiHAMH !

Hy, Tak BOT... O uem-6unm a? Jla, mosiBUiICS, 3HAUYUT, HEKUM yxKac... [ HOM-pa3BequuK ymep B
nemepe croeut ot crpaxal.. Jlaxe xensl myraics... OHO-TO, HAJO CKa3aTb, U HEMYIPEHO... JKeHa y



HETO YK Takas crpamHas Obital.. Ee moTtoMm HUKTO He XoTen k cebe Opars. Harmesncst onun, mpasna,
B3s5UI YETBEPTOM >KEHOW. Tak MOTOM N0 caMOW CMEpPTH HU pa3y He YIbIOHyIcs! A yx Takoi
Becenpiak Obut! JIa M TO ckazaTh — CMEpPTH-TO €T0 OYeHb YK CKOpoi Obuia. OHO-TO W MOHSTHO:
KaXblid ICHb BUJIETh TAKYIO POXKY!

Ha... cioxHO, BOOOIIE, XWJIOCh B Tnemepax. Paborare MHOIo MPUXOAWIOCH, XOTh U
BECEIMINCH TOXKE... [la 1 Kak HEe BECEIUThCS BEUEPOM, €CIIU 32 JIeHb, ObIBAJIO, CTOJBKO KaMHEMN
100yelllb, YTO Ha HUX MOXKHO C J€CITOK OOYEK camoro JIy4YIIero BUHA Y JIFOJIEH HaBepXy KylUTh? A
VXK €ClId He JIy4llero KadecTBa — Tak Oodek aAaauars! W meii, xote 3aneiics! U rocreit yrommaii!
[IpaBma, HE BCe IIEAPO YIOMAIHM. BBUTM TakwWe, 9TO BHHO-TO JJIS ceOs MpUICpKUBAIH, a TOCTEH
9JIEM TOWJIM, YTOO HE CIUIIKOM HAaKJIaIHO BHIIUIO... J[a Bellb M TO CKa3aTh — €CIU KaXK/IbIi Beuep
TOCTH — Ha HUX HE HANacelbCs!

Hy, Tak BoT... Bb3Bai, 3T0, MEeHs K ceOe 1laph U TOBOPUT... A s, HaJI0 BaM CKa3aTb, MOJOAOU
emie Torna 6eu1. TonbKo-TONMBKO OOpoAa HauMHANA pacTu. Y o4eHb s HeromoBal Mo MJIaJl0CTH JIET Ha
T€X, KTO CBOIO-TO OOPOAY B MOPAIKE AEPKaTh HE Mor! YK y MEHS-TO, yMall s Toraa, 0opoaa — Kak
BbIpacTeT — Bcerga Oyzer B caMmoM JiydiieM Bujae! M-na... OHO, KOHEYHO, MOJIOOCTb. . .

Hy, u roBoput, 3Haunt, mMHe Bapmuu... Ham Bemukuii naps! Celuac, mpaBma, g yxke
COMHEBAIOCh B €I0 BEJINYNH. . .

Ja uto Bbl cniute-To ueptu?! S ke Bam cTpamHyr HCTOpHUIO pacckasbiBato!! He crimmib,
Hpuan? Hy nagso...

Tak 1 roBopuT MHE BapMuH, 4TO Hal0 ONHOMY UATH. .. Thl, TOBOPUT, JIydllle BCEX TOHHEIH, Aa
nelepbl OKPeCTHbIE 3Haelb. Tkl MoJIONOM, tIycTpeiii! Mnu u Oynb odeHb octopoxeH. He nmeHuch
JWIIHUK pa3 BEPHYThCA M AOJOXKHUTH! A TO yiiaemms — U ¢ KoHnamu! W ragaid morom, rjae TBOU
KOCTH JIEXKAT. ..

Hy, s neiicTBUTEIbHO, HEIUIOXO 3HAJ OKPECTHBIC MEIIEpbl. 3a0Hpalicsl aKe U B COCETHUE
napcrBa. Jlaxe u Tyna, rie He kajaoBaidu 4yyxakoB. M ecnu Obl yBUJIeW MEHSI — cTpelia B OOK U
BeCh pa3roBop! beiBai s U B CTapblX, 3a0pOIIEHHBIX Nemnepax. TaM, HalI0 cka3aTb — KYTKOBaro!
N3BecTHO, Belb — MeCTa MOKUHYTHIE XHUTEIIMH — HeXopolme, HeaoOpbie... EcTh B Takux
nemepax, YTo-To 1mioxoe... He To mpuspaku OpoasT, HE TO CaMHU CTEHBI 3JI0 BIUTAIH... SICHO Belb,
YTO 3JI0, KaK p’KaBUMHA B JKEJIE30, BHEAAECTCA B CTEHBI MEUIEPHl U €CIU JOJITO JKWJIM TaM 3JIbIE
THOMBI... CJIOBOM, HEXEJIaTEJIbHO B TAaKUX IEHIEpax AK€ W IOSABIATHCSA, HE TOBOPSA YK O TOM,
YTOOBI TTOCETUTHCS.

[Tpunenb, ObIBAIO B TaKyIO 3a0pPOIICHHYI0 O0MTENbh — KaK MaxHeT 3J1000#! Ax nmonsrunibes!
OnIsiHENILCS. — HUKOTO, a 37100a Tak M TOHUT TeOs KyJa-To, TaK U MBIIET kapoM B Juilo!.. [la Her,
ckopee, He xapoM... XosonoM! JlensHbiM BeTpoMm payHer! Tak, 4TO 3aJApOXKHIIL BECh, KaK OT
Mopo3a JiroToro! byATo 1enblil IeHb B JIEASHBIX Teepax Opoau, a OeT JIETKO. ..

CrnoBoM, Bcerga cTpalHoO B 3a0pollleHHBIX memepax. Jla Beob W TO cKazarb — IMOYEMY HMX
3a0pocunu-to? [louemy He )KUBET HUKTO TaM, I1ie KOIJa-TO 3By4alld 3aCTOJbHbBIE TIECHU U BECEbIE
neTckue ronoca? YTo BBDKHUIIO, UTO MPOTHAJIO OTCIOAA THOMOB? MOXET, 3714 HAKOIIMIIOCH CIIAIIKOM
MHOTO? Beap HE BCe THOMBI — TaKU€ BECEIBIAKH, KaK, BOT 5, HAapumep! beIBalOT U yrpromele, 1
371ble. .. M eciii MOCTENEeHHO 3/1bIX CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE OOJIBIIE, a BECEJIBIX BCE MEHBIIE. . .

O-xe-xe... Crapacs s NpoXoIUTh TaKKe Meepbl Kak MOXXHO ckopee. [Ipobexuiinb, ObiBaio —
TOJIBKO 00yeT TeOst MOTHIIBHBIM x0J10MoM!.. A Thl — manbiie! Tyma, Te HUKTO HE KW, Te apuT
elnie mepBo3daHHas mpupomHas aobpora. Hy a Bemen, Oyaro rosoca YbHU-TO, 3aMOTHIIBHBIC
Hecyred... Kpuuar, rpo3dr... OyaTro nainbHee 3X0 TopHOro oosaia... Kakue-To cMyTHBIE, CTpallHbIe
o0Opa3bl HAaBEBAIOT TAaKUME MECTA... KaK M3 JaJIEKOro, Mmoiy3albiToro cHa... Crapblii yxac, OT



KOTOPOTO TPSICYTCSl KOJIEHW U CIIUPAET B IPYyIU. XOUelllb B3JJOXHYTh — U HE MOXEIIb. 3aKOCTEHEIIO
YTO-TO... S3bIK, ObIBANIO, TAKUM IIIEPIIABHIM CTAHET, UTO U CJIOBA CKa3aTh HE MOXEIb. ..

N 3T0 MHE — BeCeNBIaKy — TaK CTPAIIHO CTAHOBHUTCA! A YTO TOBOPUTH O TE€X, KTO XMYPBIi,
1a yrproMbiii?.. XoTs, OHO, KOHEYHO, HABEPHOE, CMEJIOCTh OT BECEJIOTO HPaBa MAJIO 3aBUCHT. ..

CnoBom, mpoOeraj s TAJIONOM TaKHWE MENIEPhl, TJIe 3JI0 Tauiaoch... M BOT, cTan 3ameyarb —
4eM Jajblie 3a0uparoch BIIyOb — BHHU3, TO €CTh — TEM CTpAIlHEE CTAHOBUTCS. Y HAC, BEJ/lb, KaK
peutn — sipycamu! U Bcst ropa, U BBEpX, U BHU3 U3PbITa, OyITO COTHI MUENUHBIC. MBI-TO KHWJIH TJIe-
TO MMOCPEINHE. .. A 4eM HHXKE — TeM cTpalHee! ITo 1 3aMETHII.

A u 10 cux mop CMETIMBBIM U HAOMIOAATeNbHBIN, a YK paHblie!.. bpiBamo, Hamo 3aragKy KoMy
oTrajarb — OH HaJ HEH MeNbli JeHb ObETCS — 5 BMHUT PACTOJIKYIO... UYTO 3arajka dTa
HeMpaBWIbHAs, Aypaikas 3aragka! W pasraapiBarh ee — 3Ha4MT, ceOs He yBaxkarb! OT MeHS u
YXOIUJIM C Beceslon nymoi. Hekoropeie, mpaBna, cMesuiich oueHb. Ho MEHsI Bce paBHO yBaXKaju.
Bbparbs, BOT TOJIBKO — CMESUIMCBH-TO TaK XK€, KaK U Jpyrue, Ho HacueT yBakeHus... Ho Bean, oHu
cTapie MeHs ObUTH. A, U3BECTHO, UTO CTAPIIKME MJIAJIIIUX PEIKO YBAXKAIOT. ..

Ha... Hy, BbI-TO M€HS 3HaeTe, Yero TyT JI0ATO TOJAKOBaTh!.. OnsaTh cniuub, Jpuan?! A mg xoro
pacckasbiBaro?! CaM ke 3akazain crpammoe! [lorogu, moroau... Eme Oynet Takoe crpaiiHoe, 4To HE
3acHeIIb MoToM! ITO celvac Bbl BCE CIUTE, KaK Cypku. [logoxauTe — AOUJIEM U OO CTPAIIHOTO.
[IpocTo 4, ecnu y paccka3biBaro, TO — OOCTOSATENBHO, HE TOPOIsCh... BoH, Konan pacckasbiBan
— pa3z, pa3... u Bce! K uemy Tak Toponutscs-to? Tak uro, Tel, puan, He cnu! Konan-to, nagHo...
oH Bcerga cnut. JIto6ut nmocnars! Ho, npasaa u Bckakupaert, ecinu TpeBoral.. bynro u He cnan! 3to
yMeTb Haji0! A TOCMOTpeNl — BCE CIIOKOWHO, TPEBOTa HalpacHasi 0Kkazajaach — JIET M OMSATh 3aCHYI
MTHOBEHHO. MoJiofiell, cJIoBOM. DCKHUJIaMIl, BOH, Toxe moxparnbiBaet! He 3Hato, Kak y HEro co CHOM
— CIIy4uch Oea — MPOCHETCS JIM TaK ke ObicTpo, kak Konan? Hy nagHo... A ThI He cniu, JpuaH,
caymait! lHaue koMmy e st Bce 3TO paccka3biBaro?! A s Tak — pa3 Ha4aJI, MEHS YK HE OCTAHOBHUIIIb,
noka Bce He pacckaxy! Tak uto ciymait! S Tebs BpeMsi OT BpeMEeHH TOPMOIIHMTE Oyay — ThI YK HE
oOwmKaiics. ..

Tak BoT... I'me s ocranoBuiics? YUro? IIpo uapsa? [da 1w, Jpuan, npocnan Bce! IIpo uaps s
naBHO pacckaszbiBais! Hy, magHo, mosropsars He Oyay... Ho Teneps coymaii!

Tak, 3naumuT... Ilpo naps... Xopoumii O0bu1 11aph, BapMun — cropaBeayiuBbiii. A, IIaBHOE,
oopona y Hero... Uro? IIpo 6opony s pacckazbiBan? Hy, na?

JlanHo, cnymai naneine... BeiBan o mens... Jla... TpyaHo pacckasbiBaTh, Korma TeOsi Bce
BpeMs nepebuBatot! He mepebusan? Tak Tbl, 3Ha4uT, Bee e cnan?! Her? Hy, cmotpu!

Jla, BCHOMHMJI — Mpo MNeuepbl HUKHUE I paccKas3biBall. B 00ieM, yeM HUXKE, TEM XYXKe€.
Crpammee. becnokoiinee Ha ayie. Tsokenee Ha cepaue. Ho — uny. [Ipobuparocs. ['ne co cerom,
7€ U BIOThbMaxX MPUXOAUIIOCH, YTOOBI HE BUAHO ObUIO. Y THOMOB-TO IJ1a3a K TEMHOTE MPUBBIYHBIC.
U 3pauku — s 3ameyan — y Hac cuwibHee pacumpsaroTces. Kak y Bonka! Mnu, gonyctum, codaku. ¥
cobaku-Tto kak? Ecium HY)KHO B TEMHOTE YBUJETh YTO-TO — TaK y HEE 3payku BO BecCh Iuas!
[Totomy u BuauT x0opomo! Tak, Wi MOYTH Tak, U y HAC, y THOMOB.

CnoBom, Ty s uHorAa Qaken u Open B TemHoTe. OCOOEHHO, €CJIM U3 OKOH HEMHOTO CBETa
nonagano. Bor 1w, [puaH, BUXKY, xouellb crpocuTh nmpo okHa! JIpman! Ou, npocHuck-ka! Ilpo
OKHa — JIECKaTh, Kakue B meniepax okHa?! A Takue — 4TO €CJU Mellepa BbIe YPOBHS 3€MJIA —
MOXXHO M OKHA He3aMeTHBIe MpoouBarh. BoT Tak — He monHas Tedbe TeMHoTta! BooObite, nemeps! y
Hac ObUIM OYEHb YMHO YCTPOCHBI... M BEHTUIAIUS, U OKHA... Booy moABOAMIIM K caMOMY >KHIIBIO.
Teuet pyueek cBepXy, a Thl €10 HAMPABUIIIb, KEJIO0OK MPOAOJIOUIL — BOT TeOe U BOIAa K CAMOMY
HOCY!



Ha... HO 00 3TOM, B apyroi pa3. O memepax-To, BeIb MOXKHO pacckas3biBarh BedHO! ToJIbKO
Hauau! [ToaToMy — Kak-HUOYAb MOTOM PACCKAXKY.

Cyckaroch 5, 3HaUHT, COIYCKarOCh... Huke ypoBHS 3eMJIH, MOHATHO — HUKAKKUX OKOH. Ho y
MEHSI HECKOJIbKO (paKeJI0OB MMEJIOCh Pa3HbIX — M OOJIBIIMX, M1 MaJICHbKUX. MalleHbKHIl OCBelaeT
TOJIBKO JOPOTY MOJ HOraMU — U BCE. A IUIaMA-TO JAJOHBIO TPUKPBIBACIIL — U MU HE3AMETHO.

Hy u ctan s B HUKHUX sipycax CKEJIEThl HaXOAuTh. 10 TyT, TO TaM... HekoTopsie nexanu B
NoJIHOM 0oeBoM jnocnexe. [pyrue — B oObuHON onexzae. Tonbko onmekaa-To UcCTiIena Bes...
HenpustHo, 3Haenb JIu — UJICIb B TEMHOTE U BAPYT CHOTHIKACHIbCsa 000 uTo-T0. Daken 3axer —
ckeset! Uepen cMOTPUT MyCTHIMU TIIA3HUIIAM, CKAITUTCS, ,,0yITO CMEETCS HaJ TBOUM CTPaxXoM... A
TO MHOT/A, KaXETCA, YTO 3JUTCS, 3y0OaMu CKpUMUT. S, B TaKW€ MTHOBEHHS, BPOJIE, MaKe CKPHUII
capimai... Ho, ka3anoce, KOHEUHO. ..

W BOT, ueM HWXKE s CHYyCKaJcid W Jajblle OT HAIETO CEJIEHUS OTXOOUJ — TEM MpadyHee
BhIIsIIeM Temepbl. CBoAbl OyATO XOTEJIM OMYCTUTHCS Ha TeOs, pa3aaBUTh, CTEHBl — CXKaTb,
CIUTIOIMTS. .. JIYIIHO B TAKUX MEIIEPAX, NAKE €CIIH U BEHTUIISLHS XOPOIIAs. . .

B o01iem, uay — 1 caMm He 3aMeyaro, 4YTO C TPYJIOM BO3JIyX XBaTald OTKPBITHIM PTOM, UTO MOT
YK€ IJIa3a 3aJIMBAET, BUJHO IJI0XO. ..

YyBCTBYIO — MHOTO 3JIa CKOUJIOCH TYT, BHU3Y. CKeJIeThl Bce yane nomnaaatorca. M crano mue
YYTUTHCSI, OyATO MIETIOT YEH-TO CIHBINY... Tuxui TakoH, 3moBenmid. CioB Kak Obl U HE pa3o0pars.
Ho cmpmmrcs yrposa... M kaxercs, 4To 3TU CKEJETBl CO MHOM pPa3rOBAPHUBAIOT, IIETYYT,
YTPOXKAKOT. ..

Eme ke cryctuiics. Tam coBceM minoxo ctano. OQHak bl ISIHYIT B YTOJI IEMIEPHI, TIIE CKEIET

Jexan — OyATO 4YyTh IIEeBENbHYICS OH— Sl maza mporep, MOCMOTpEd BHUMAarelbHEe — HET,
JCXKHT. ..
Uny nansmie u oboapsito cebs — HYy uto 3a Open?! I'me 3To BMAaHO, 4TO O CKeJETh

meBeauiuck? M Tyt ke OyaTo 4ei-To MenoT — BUJAAHO... BUJIAHO... ThI TYT €Ili¢ U HE TO YBUIUIIIb!

OyeHb yX MHE XOTEJIOCh Ha3ajJ MOABEpHYTh. B Hale cejlleHWe BOWTH, BHIIUTHL BHHA B
OKPY)KEHUHU ToBapulieil... Toapko Kak MpeacTaBUIllb, YTO ITU TOBAPHUILM CKAXYT, KOTJAAa Y3HAIOT,
4TO s CKEJIETOB Mcmyrajcs!.. 3acMeroT, Beb... A coBparb — He cmory! S, BooOlie, Bcerma npasmy
roBopro. OOGMaHbIBaTh — TOIIHO.

Bort, mtoau, BUXKY, yacto Apyr apyra oomanbsiBatot! 3auem?! OquH TOBOPUT JpYroMmy: yOui-zie
KaK-TO JApakoHa orpomHoro! U Benp, 3HaeT, 4To HE MOBepUT HUKTO! Bee enqnHno — Hamo coBpars!..
A TOTO HE TTIOMMET, 4TO ceOsl )K€ ATUM M IIpuHMKaeT. Beap Mor 061 — Mor Obl ApakoHa youTs! Eciu,
KOHEYHO, HE JICHWICS Obl YIPAXKHATHCSA C OPY)KHEM, CHIIY 3aUMETh... A BPET — TOJIBKO TOBOPUT
ATHM, YTO MOT OFBbl... Ja BOT... J€Hb... U CHJBI HET... M kajgko cMOTpeTh OBbIBAaCT Ha TaKOTO
BpYHA...

[TosTomy, 1 — Bcerna npasay!.. I TyT, 4yBCTBYyIO, UTO BCE, KAK €CTh, BBUIOXKY, €CJIM UCITYTAlOCh
u BepHych. I — 3acmeroT. CHavana O6parbs. [loToM — 1 Bce ocTalIbHBIE.

Nny. llenoT 3TOT, 37I0BENMA — TpoMYE CTaJl, YK€ U CJIOBA CIbIITY. YObEM, 3aylIUM, HAIU
KOCTSIHBIE MaJIbI[bI BOMBIOTCA TeOe B Topiio!.. CIOTHIKAThCS 51 CTal Ha POBHOM MecTe. A yX eciu
KaMeHb, Kakoil... Heckonbko pa3 magan. OgHaxpl, ynal — B TEMHOTE JEJI0 ObUIO — 3a)er
daken, ITHYT — a MHE OpsAMO B JIUIIO YXMBUISIETCS TOJIBIM dYepem... XOTs, Yeperna-To Bceraa
rojele... Ha To oH u yeper...

Bcekounn 1 — u 6exarb. Bpoje naxke, moaBeIBaTh OT cTpaxa Hadad. M He 3aMeTH smy 3Ty...

Kro ee BeIpbUI Ha Jnopore — He 3Haw. ['HOMBI Tak He Aenanu. Pa3Be TOJBKO, €Clu Bpar
npubmmkaercs. Ho Torma — mMHoro sim konanu. A Tyt — ofHa. M He coBcem o0bruHasi. OOBIMHO-TO



sMa, a B HEM KaMHH OCTpbBIE TOpYarT, 9TOOBI ymaj, U MPOTKHYIO TeOs HACKBO3b... A TYyT — HeET.
VYnan s — u momnaji B Kakoi-To apyroit spyc. Kak Obl Mex Iy 3Taxkamu okazancs. OT 3Toi aMbl —
TOHHENIW, KaK HOpbI, BO Bce CTOpoHbl. Huskwe. Takwe, 4TO NPHUXOOAMIIOCH KOE-TI€ W Ha
YETBEPEHbKAX MOJI3TH.

CKOJIBKO s Tak MpoOupalicsi o 3TUM HOpaM — He MOMHI0. byITo oHeMesno BO MHE YTO-TO.
ITon3y, a B ronoBe HU OAHOW MBICIH. TOJBKO OKas3ajcs, HAKOHEL|, Ha IuIoW@AAKe. Beimons — u
onemen! [lono mHOM — HeoObATHas nemiepa! Takasi, 4ToO KUHb KAMEHb — JI0 CTa JIOCUYUTACIIIb, 4 OH
Bce JeTeTh OyneT! OTkynaa-To cOOKy OKHAa — Tellepa OCBEIlEHa MATKUM CBETOM. A MPSAMO MEpPeio
MHOW — BHU3 JIECTHUIIA OeckoHeuHasl. M Takas y3kasi, 4To Jlaxke s — THOM He pOOKOTO JecsiTKa —
UCHyrajicsi He Ha IIYyTKY. A TIaBHOE€ — NEpUJI COBCEM HET! Y3KHe KaMEHHbIE CTYIEHHU, a C JIBYX
cTOpoH — mponacTts! M kak cryckarbes 1Mo 3TOM JECTHHUIIE, €cau NOoKUIKU Tpsicyrces?! [lupuna-
TO — TOJBKO-TOJIBKO HOTH MOCTaBUTh. J[a W TO — CMOTpETh, Kyla CTaBUIlb. HE POBEH 4Yac,
OCTYIUILbCS.

He 3nato, kak y Te0s, [[puan, a y MeHs Takoe WHOM pa3 BO cHe ObIBaeT... My, roe-Hulymsb. ..
HE TO, 10 MOCTHUKY, HE TO IO TPOIIKE TOPHOM, a MO0 MHOW — MponacTh miyoouaiiimas. Takas, 4To
IHO eJie BUHO... W cTpax 3abupaert, a uaru Hajgo!..

BoT Tak u TyT... TOJBKO yX€ HE BO CHE, a HasBy. M1 OTKyza B TOM rope Takas mneuepa B3siach?
XoTs1, HABEPHOE, ATO YK€ HE B rope, a moj ropoi... OnsTh K€ — OKHA... 3HAUUT, BCE >KE BHIIIE
YPOBHSI 3€MJIH.

A ecnu Bblllle — 3HAYUT, s IO TEM TOHHEISIM Ha camylo BepIIMHY Topbl 3a0paics! A korma
M0JI3 — BPOJIE M HE 3aMeTUJ1, 4TOObI BBEpX... CI0BOM, UylIHO Beel..

JloJIro 51 Tak CTOSJI Ha IUIOMAAKE, U COOOpa3UTh MbITaiCs... Jyman, MOXeET, 1 B 3a0bITbU MO
TOHHEJSIM B COCEJIHIOIO Topy nepedparcs... B o01ieM, cTosut 1 He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0sl Ha JIECTHUILY
BCTynuTh. BoT mpenactasp, J[puaH, 4To Thl CTOUIIL HA BEPIIMHE TOPHI, @ TOPHI-TO U HET 1Mo TOOOM
— OJIHA TOJIBKO y3Kas jectHunal.. Komenu 3arpscyrcs!

Xoren s yKe U HazaJ NOBEPHYTh. J[yMaro — /1a Ha KOM Ji]1 MHE 3Ta JIECTHULIA U 3Ta nemepa?!
BepHych TeMu xe xomamu oOparHo W Oymy mpoOuparbes aainbiie. TOJNBKO MOHSUT S, YTO HE CMOTY
BEPHYTHCS. .. UTO 3a0yXKyCh B repexofax. ¥ THOMOB-TO UyBCTBO HaIPaBIICHUS XOPOIIO Pa3BUTO, U
s BCEIla 3Hal, Kyla UATH. A TyT — HeE NMOMHI0! 3Har, 4YTO HE CMOTY AOpory HauTH... CruHy B
HU3KHUX T€X TOHHEJAX!

Ha eme m menot meHs norHain! C3aau, OTKyga S MPUIIOI3 HA 3Ty NPOKIATYIO TUJIOMIAJIKY,
HIETOT CTaJl IOHOCUTBHCS — TOT K€, UTO U paHblle. TONBKO HAa 3TOT pa3 NOXKAIYH, TaKe CTPAIIHEE.
bynro BonHa 3a MHOU karutcsa! Bee Onmxke u Onmxe. BOT-BOT HaKaruT, HAKPOET C TOJIOBOM, a YK
TOrJa He BeIOparbes. W marHyn s Ha CTYIEHbBKH. . .

Heckomnbko maroB cjenai — rojioBa Tak 3aKpyxKujach, OyaTo 004Ky BUHA B ce€Os BIIHII 32 OJIUH
npucect! OCTaHOBUJICA — KaydaroCh, XOUy 3a YTO-TO CXBaTUTHCS, a — HE 3a 4TO! 3a BO3AYX KE HE
cxBaruiibes. [llaraeT MeHs1, Kak Ha BETPY, pyKaMu Marly... 3Hal0 — Ha3aJl TeNephb X0y HeT, u0o He
Pa3BEPHYTHCS HA TOU JIECTHUIIE. XOTEJ CECTh, YTOOBI XOTh OLUIYTUTh pPyKaMu KaME€Hb — CXBAaTUThCS
3a CTyneHu... Ho u cecTh HEBOBMOXKHO — Haru0arhes CTaHellb — TOYHO cBauiibes! [lonerunin
BHU3, KaK MTHUIIA OXOTHUKOM ToJcTpeNieHHas. JleTeTs 1oaro npuaercs, a B KoHiie — o0 kamuu! U
OyZleT THUTh TBOU TPYII, TOKa HE MPEBPATUTCS B CKEJIET, BPOJIE TE€X, UTO s B MEUIepax BCTpeyal.

W nomyman s — MHOIO, HABEpPHOE, TaM, BHU3Y YK€ JIEKUT CKEIETOB! A Kak TOJBKO MOIyMal
— LIENOoT yeublman. Teneps cHU3Y. bynro mypianue cyxux KOCTeW NOAHUMAIICSA KO MHE ILEMOT. ..
['opbl, rOpBI CKENETOB JEXkKaIU MOA JieCTHULEN. CKOPO U MOM K HUM MPUCOETUHUTHCH. . .

W Tyt npuayman s, Kak cTpax mooopoTh. M3BeCTHO Be/b, UTO MPOUTH, CKAXKEM, 10 OPEBHY,



JIeXKAIEMy Ha 3eMJI€ — OY€Hb Ja)Ke MPOCTO. A BOT — IO TOMY € OpEeBHY, IEPEKUHYTOMY Yepe3
nponacts!.. Tam yxke ciaoxHee Oynet!.. 3HAUUT, BCSA CyTh B TOM, YTO BUJIHUIIB TTOM cO00M Oe3aHy. A
€CJIM HE BUJETh €€ — TaK W He cTpamHo! U mpeacraBui s, 4To JECTHHUIA 3Ta HA 3eMJie JEeXKUT. 1
nomen! Jlaxke kauarbca nepectai. MiHoraa mpencrasisii, YTO BOKPYT MEHSI — CTEHBI KAMEHHBIE.
UYrto necTHHIa B cTeHE BeIpyOneHa. Tak u ciyctuicsa. Ho Takoe HanpspKeHUe JapoM He TPOXOUT.
Cnyctuiics — u ynaji 06e3 4yBCTB. ..

Ounyncst oT menorta. J[orHaau OHM MeHsS — Te, KTO Moru0 B memepax... HaBamumnuce,
YIPOXKAIOT, KpUYaT. ..

A rpomye BceX CHBIMAICS HEKHHM TOJO0C, MPU3bIBAOMMKA K ceOe. M 3Ham s, 4TO HaJI0 WATH B
LIEHTP MENEpbl ITOW, OTPOMHOM. UTO TaM OH MEHS JKJET... A KTO OH — HESICHO.

[ToOpen, cornyBumce... Ene Horu nepecrasisio, carnoru no KaMHsaM mapkarot. Eie momyman
— MOJI, BCIO MOAOUIBY cTemy... Ho cuin mogHuMare HOru He ObUIo!

[Tputanmics. [y u obomien. Jlaxe cepjie, Ka3aloch, OUTHCS MepecTalio. A B I1a3ax Tak
MOTEMHEJIO, YTO BUJIENIOCh TOJIBKO TO, YTO MPSIMO MEPEJO MHOM... a Mo Kpasm — 4yepHoTa. U
MOCPEeAN YEPHOTHl — KakK pa3 TO, 4TO MEHsS K ce0de mpu3biBalio... To, 4TO BeJlO, THAJIO MEHS IO
TOHHENsIM... To camoe 3510, TOT caMmblii y)Xac W3 JaJbHUX MEHEep, O KOTOPOM CTOJIBKO Yy Hac
TOJIKOBAJIH. ..

C TpyaoMm paznuyai s CKBO3b TEMHOTY, 3aTMUBIIYIO [71a3a MOU, KAKOE-TO MIEBEIEHHUE. .. UTO-TO
MEp3KO TaK KOMOIIMJIOCH, OyATO HECKOJIbKO MayKOB, CICMHBIIMXCS B OAMH KOMOK... Mmu, moxer,
YTO-TO BPOJE OTPOMHOIO CIpPYTa, MOKABIIETO MIyNalblla, HO TOTOBOTO B JIIOOOW MOMEHT HX
BBIITYCTUTh, CXBAaTUTh TeOs, MOATAIMTL K ceOe, OKyTarb MEpP3KOM CJIM3bI0 M BBICOCATh KPOBb...
CnoBoM, HE MOHST 51 — HE pa3mIses, 4To 3To Obut0. Kak OH BBIISIAEH, 9TOT yXKac. ..

[Toka3anock TOJABKO, YTO HIyMajblla Y HETO — W3 MEPTBBIX, YOMEHHBIX UM TE€J COCTOSAT... U
€lie MHOTO 4ero nokasanocsk... M1 — 3anax!.. Takon yxacHblii 3anmax oT Hero uexonui!.. JKemynok
MO HEMPEPBIBHO COKPAILAIICS, K30 PTa TEKJIO YTO-TO TOPHKOE. ..

A B ronoBe — Tenepp yxke He menot!.. BnacTHbeii, Bu3mmBbIil Kpuk! [logapnsronmii BotO,
MOJHOCTHIO Mapanu3yroumii Teno. O 4eM-T0 OH MEHA MObITal... S, BpoAe, YTO-TO pacCKa3bIBall. ..
MBICJICHHO. .. Y3HaJI OH, KOHEYHO, BCE, UTO X0Tel... COnpOTUBIATHCS ObLIO HEBO3MOKHO. [{0oyro oH
Jep>Kaj MEHsI WJIM HeT, He 3Haro... [1og KOHeI[ TOJhKO, CTPAIHO TaK pacCMEsUICs, U3/IeBaTeIbCKH,
KaK CMEETCs, HaBEepHOE, KOIIIKa, C MbIIIbIO urpatomias... M npeackazan mHe cyas0y. B oqun Mur Bce
Oymyiliee y MEHsI Iiepe]1 IiazaMu mpomenbkHyo. .. He Bepusiocs. He xotenock Beputs!.. Ho Bce, uTo
OH Tmpejacka3biBall — cObBaercs. Bot, ¢ OparbsiMu MoOuUMH... BpIIDIo TOYHO, Kak OBLIO
MpeJICKa3aHo. ..

He 3Haro, moueMy oH MEHSI OTIYCTHJI. MoXeT, 4TOOBI 51 CTpajal OCTarOK XW3HU, BHUIS, KaK
COBIBAIOTCS €0 MPOPOYECTBA?..

Crumb, {puan? He crinmibs? BoT BUIUIBE — 51 5K€ TOBOPHII, UTO CTpaIHO Oyet!

A, TIaBHOE, JI0 CUX IOp, KaK MOIISHKY B TEMHOTY — BHIKY UYJOBHIIE 3TO... BorutomneHnue
ykaca. CKoOIUIIEe BCEro caMmoro Mep3Koro, 4TO TOJIBKO MOXKET ObITh MO 3eMJIeH U Ha 3emiie!

Xermnar yMOJIK ¥ JOJTO0 CMOTpen B TeMHOTY. [[puanH moxacen moOmrke K KOCTPY M, OOXBAaTUB
pPyKaMU KOJIEHHU, CKaJICS B KOMOK.
DCKHIIAMIT — KOT/Ia 3TO OH YCIIEJI MPOCHYThCS — 33 [yMYHBO CKa3aJI:



— Bo3moXxHO, TBI BCTpeTHJ1 OAHOTO M3 CiIyr A3a-ToTa, oouTaromero 3a Bparamu... Unorga
KTO-TO U3 €r0 OTBPaTUTENIbHBIX TOMOILIHUKOB ITpoOupaeTcs B Mup... Ho Henonor ero Bek Ha 3emiie
— nocrasieHHble Crapummu Brnanpikamu crpaxu Bpar, HEyCTaHHO HILYT M YHHUYTOXKAKOT BCHO
MEpP30CTh, CYMEBUIYIO HE3AMETHO IMTPOHUKHYTh K HaM u3-3a [ paHu.

— MoxeT u Tak, — NpodOpMOTad THOM, — TOJBKO BOT OH IMpejAcKa3anl rudeiab MOEro
IUIEMEHU. .. Bce Tak 1 mpousonuio. ..

— BeposTHO, OH MOCOIEUCTBOBAI 3TOMY... TBOPUTH IMakOCTH — €ro npusBaHue. Korma-to
OHM LIAPCTBOBAJIMU HA 3€MIIE, 3TH TBAPH. ..

OCKWIaMI 4TO-TO MPOILENTAN, ¥ KOCTEP BCHBIXHYI, OYITO B HETO IJIECHYIM MacJia.

— Bor Ttak-to monydime, — mpoBopuasn Xemar, — a TO TeMHOTa KpyroM... I[loxcrymaer,
oynro... Kaxxercs, 4To TaM... KTO-TO 3aTanJICs.
— K-xT10 3-3aramnics, — npomentan puaH, TpUABUHYBIIMCh K KOCTPY Tak ONH3KO, OyaTO

coOuparcs cxedb ceOs 3a3KUBO.

— /la Het Tam HUKOro, — ckaszan KoHan, moacaxuBasch K KOCTPY U 3€Bast. — BoT Hamyranu
camu ceos!..

On ycecs,, CKpECTHB HOTH, BBIIIPSIMUAB CIIMHY U ITOJIOKUB PYKH HA KOJIEHH.

— OnuH cTapbli MOHAaX HayduJ MeHs 3Toi mo3e. Cam oH cuaen B Heul yacamu. [Ipasna, Horu
y HETO, BOOOIIE, BRLIBOPAYUBAIIUCH. ..

OckunaMil nocMortpen Ha KoHaHa, JIerko MpUHSUT Ty K€ 103y U IOJIOKHII JIEBYIO CTYIIHIO Ha
npaBoe O0epo, a MpaByt0 — Ha JIeBOe. 3aTeM CKPECTHUJI PYKH 3a CIIMHOM U yXBAaTUJIICA MPABOU PYKOH
3a O0JIBIION Tajel MpaBoy ke HOTH, a JIEBOM — COOTBETCTBEHHO 3a MaJiell Ha JIeBoil Hore. ['pyas y
HETO pacHpsIMUIIACH, JOMATKU COIUIMCH. 3aKPhIB IV1a3a, OH CTajl MEJJIEHHO U TIIYOOKO JIbIIATh.

— Bor-BoT, — kuBHYn1 KoHaH, — WHOrma oH W pyku Tak 3armieran... BooOue, B y3en
3aBSI3bIBAJICS, 3aCThIBAJI U Tpe3uil. Sl mbITasics y3HaTh, YTO € OH BUAWT... Ho HUuero He noOuics.
[1oHAIT TONBKO, UTO BUACHBS €10 — HEYTO HENOCTHKUMOE U IIPEKPACHOE.

— OTO HEBO3MOXXHO Ilepeaars ciaoBamu, KoHaH, — MeUIEHHO cKa3ayl DCKUJIaMIl, — U OH HE
IIPOCTO BUJIEN INPEKPACHOE... 3TOT MOHax... OH XWJI B 3TOM IpekpacHoM... Comacucb — 3TO
pasHble Beuw. My Tl IpOCTO YBUAUIIB HA CTOJIE KPY)KKY BUHA, HJIM CaM CSIACIIb U BBIbEIb. . .

— IlonsiTHO, — mpoBopuas KoHaH, — MOXHO TakXe CKa3arb M O JKEHIMHE: WJIM IMPOCTO
YBUAUUIIb €€, HIIH. . .

— HekoTopble THOMBI Opocalii B KOCTEP CIIEIMaIIbHBIE TPaBbl U TOXKE YTO-TO TaM BUJIENH. .. B
YEM-TO Y4aCTBOBAJIM. .. — BCTPsUI XETar, 3€Basi BO BECh POT.

Jpuan oOomen BOKpPYr 3acThIBUIEIO OCKHJIAMIIA, IBITAsICh 3allOMHUTH, KyAa HYXHO
IpUCTpauBaTh HOTU U pyKU. Jloaro yto-to OGOpMoTal, MOKa3biBas MHajibllaMU, MOTOM IOKaJal
TOJIOBOW M CE€JI PSAOM, MbITAsICh CKONUPOBATh 1M03Y. HecMOTpst Ha IETCKYH TMOKOCTh, OH HUKAaK He
MOT YIIPABUTHCS C HOTaMU, a KOJIEHH YIIOPHO HE YKEJIallv JIE)KaTh Ha 3eMJIE.

DcKujIaMIl B o4epeHON pa3 IyOOKO B3JIOXHY U BIPYT CTajl BBIMJIEBBIBATH BO3/YyX CUIbHBIMHU,
PAaBHOMEPHBIMU TOJTYKAMH.

— DTO 0YEHb XOPOUIO OYMUIIAET JIETKHE, — MOSCHIII OH, Pa3BA3bIBAACH U IPUHUMAs OOBIYHYIO

103Y.

— ToT Monax Toxke mro0uI TaeBarhbesi! — pacxoxorancs Konaw.

— Dra cuctemMa BOCIUTAHUA Tejla W JiyXa, — TEPIeIUBO OObSICHUI KOJIIYH, — IOAAPOK
ofAHOTO W3 O0roB... IloCBsIIEHHBIE TIEpEAlOT €€ OT YUUTENsS K YYEHUKY U CBSITO XpaHST TalHy
YIPa)KHEHUM.

— 3H21‘II/IT, TBOM YUYUTCIIb, AKTI/IOH, TOXKC YMCJI TAK 3aBSI3bIBaTHCS?



— On MmHoroe ymen, Konan... S ke roBopus1 — 3T0 ObUT HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN 4YesIoBeK. /Kalb,
YTO CKJIOHWJICS KO 311y...

— W Hamen cMepTh BO UpEeBE OTPOMHON 3MEU, — BCTABUJI XEIIar.

DCKHIIAMIT TPYCTHO MOCMOTPEI HA THOMA U MTPOJIOJHKAN:

— Padbile 60rm 4acTo CHOYCKAJIUCh K JIIOAAM M YUUIM HMX Pa3HbIM MPEMYIPOCTSIM.
BrImnaBnsTh keie30, BbIpallMBarTh XJIE€OHbIE KOJOChA... OHM Ja)ke Jald CEeMEHa HEHU3BECTHBIX
TOIZIa paCTeHUN. .. Hayunnm mronen cMOTPETh Ha 3BE3MBL. ..

— He npocTo cMoTpeTs, Kak s MOHUMAar0, — Xemar 3alpOKUHY/ T'OJIOBY, — IPOCTO CMOTPETH
U sl MOTY...

— Koneuno, He npocTo... — cka3zan DcKuiami, o0pan@sch K CyraHHOW O0pojie THoMa, —
3Be3/Ibl U CYIpO0y MOTYT IIpeJcKa3aTh, M BpeMs IMoka3arh. [lo HUM Myapensl KajleHIaphb
cocraBmwin... Eme omuH map OoroB — JjeueHue umiamMu. HyxkHO uMeTh HaOOp 30J0THIX H
cepeOpSHBIX UTJT — OHU XPAHATCS B MOHACTBIPSX. ..

— 3HaeM Takoe Jeyo! — aBropuTeTHO 3asBuWil Xemar. — Wbl 3TH BTBIKATh B pa3HbIC
MecCTa... B HyXHble Touku! JT0 U a1 mory! BoT ToyibKO, HaAO 3HATH MpPHU Kakod OOJIE3HH, KaKyrO
WIITY, 1a B KAKYIO TOYKY BTHIKATH!..

— BoT numenHo, apyr MO, — MSTKO 3aMETHJI KOJIIyH, — HAaJI0 3HAaTh! DTOMY JIFO[IX y4arcs
HECKOJIBKO JECATUIETUMN. TOJIBKO TOTOM HAaYUHAIOT JICUUTh.

— 51 Ob1 1 3a MecsIIl BBIy4uJI, — MpoBOpYai Xenar, — TOJbKO Obl KTO pacckasai. ..

— Jla xT0  TeOs B ydeHUKHU BO3bMeT?! — 3acmesuics puaH.

— A MHe ¥ He HYy)XHO, 4yT00 B yueHuku! Pacckazars — u Bce! S MTHOBEHHO 3alIOMHIO!

['"HOM BOIIPOCHUTENBHO yCTaBUIICS HA DCKHIIAMIIA, HO TOT MOKa4yas roJIOBOM:

— Sl 1 cam el HE 10 KOHIIA OCBOUIL. ..

Xermnar KpSAKHYI ¢ 10CaJibl U 3aCOOMPAJICS CIIaTh.

— MHorue 3HaHHUS YTEpPSAHBl, — TPYCTHO HPOMOJLKAI KOJIAYH, — HaAMpUMeEp, JETeHbI
paccKasplBalOT O HEKOM OPYXKHH, YE€M-TO TMOXO)KEM Ha apOaleT, CTPEJsIolieM HEeBUANMBIMU
CTpeJlaMH... Ja)Xe HE CTpellaMH, a >XEJE3HbIMHM IIApUKaAMH, JETAIMMHU Tak OBICTPO, YTO HX
HEBO3MO)XHO YBUJIETH!

— I'pomoBeIe cTpenbl? — yroununn KoHaH.

— Jla, uHOrA 3TO Opy)XHME Tak Ha3biBanu. Korga mapuky 3TH J€Ten — TpOM TpEME...
MHoroe, MHOTOE 3a0BITO U3 TOTO, YTO MOAAPUIIK HaM OorH... M1 MHOTOE OyieT BHOBB BEJIOMO. ..

— boru He Oymyr BrOpoil pa3 yuyuTh Hac, AypakoB! — BcTaBWJI Xemar, 3aBOPayMBasCh B
OZIESTIO.

— Hy, Tak nmrogu camu pgoranarorcs! Mnu HaliiyT ApeBHUE KHUTH... Beas XpaHUTCS 1J1e-TO 3Ta
myapocts! Hacto ciblman g o TaiiHOW OMOMMOTEeKe, TJe CIpATaHbl KHUTH, HalMCaHHbIE OOramu.
MHOrO0 J€T HBITarCh €€ HAUTH. ..

— Jloragatotcst TBOM JItou!.. — BOpYaJl THOM, OyJy4H SIBHO HE B JIyX€, — XOTb Obl HE 3a0bUIH
TO, 4TO cerlyac 3HAIOT. ..

— VYBBL... 3a0ynyT. MHoroe 3a0yayT. 910 Heu3OexxHo. J[axke Mbl, BOJIIIEOHUKH, HE MOXEM
COXpaHUTh 3HaHMA! YK€ cerdac yTepsHbl HEKOTOpBIE MOTYIIECTBEHHBbIE 3aknuHaHusa! M eme
MHOroe, MHOroe 3abynercsa. I MmHoroe OyeT OTKpBITO 3aHOBO!

DCKUIIaMIT BOIPOCUTENIBHO NISIHYIT Ha KoHaHa:

— Th1 x0TEN YTO-TO paccka3arb? Buxky, cuauib 3ayMaBIIUCh. ..

— Jla, BCIOMHUJICS OAWH Ciiydail... DTo ObUIO, B OOIIEM, HE TaK JAaBHO... S TOrAa Mporyss
BCE€ JICHBI'M M PELIMJI HAHATHCS OXPaHATh KapaBaH.



Kummepuen noMomyai, 3aTeM 4eMy-TO YCMEXHYIICS U MPOAOJIKAI:

— Bragenen kapaBaHa MpeUIOKIIT JKaJIOBAaHbE BTPOE, TPOTHUB OOBIYHOTO. Y HETrO yXKe ObLIO
JBEHAIIATh OXPAHHUKOB CO CBOUM KOMAaHAMPOM... TpeboBancsa TpUHAALATHIN BOUH. ..

Konan omnsTe Hamoiaro yMmoJK M 3agyMmaiics. ToJbKO HerepnenuBas Bo3HsA JlpuaHa u
MOKAIIIMBAHUS DCKUJIaMIa BEPHYIIM €TI0 K JEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH.

— CTpaHHBIM OBLI 3TOT Kymeln. Xyaou, onmeaubii... Kynipl-To, CKOJBKO s UX BHUEJN, BCEra
TOJICTBIE, YyTh C KUPY HE jonaroTcs! Y roBopuil cTpaHHO — HE pazkumasi ryd, MOHOTOHHO POHSLI
OeciBEeTHBIE cJIoBa... Ka3anochk, rojloc ero HCXOAUT HE U3 YCT, a OTKYAA-TO U3HYTPH. ..

Ho kak Obl TO HU ObUIO — AOTOBOpUIKCH. Ha cieayronmii eHs s IPUCOEIUMHUIICS K KapaBaHy.
Cocrtosim OH U3 JAecsATKa BepOIIONOB C MOKJIAKEW M TMOTOHIIMKAMHU, Ja HECKOJBKUX JIOMAACH.
YeTBepka Jom@Aei Talmiaa OTPOMHYIO TOBO3KY, I7i€ MO IIETKOBBIM OalJaXWHOM, HEMOIBUKHO
BOCCEJAJ XO35IUH.

JIBeHaIaTh OXpPaHHUKOB ACPKATUCh OCOOHSKOM. Sl HECKOJIBKO pa3 MbITAJICS 3arOBOPUTH C
HUMH, MMO3HAKOMUTHCSA... Takue e, KaK UM Yy XO3silMHa KapaBaHa, OJHOCJIOXHBIE OTBETHI CKBO3b
3yObl... [loroHnmky — Tak T€, BOOOIIE, MOTYaIH, O UeM Obl 51 UX HE CIIpallMBal...

Jla neMoHBI X 3a0epu BceX, AyMaro, MpadyHbIX U Hepa3roBopunBbix! He cTan Oosibllie HU ¢ KeM
roBopuTh. Eny cebe mo3aau kapaBaHa, MO CTOPOHAM IIOCMAaTpUBal0, Kak MOJOXKeHO... MHorma
BIIEpe] CKady, 0COOCHHO, €CJIM BIEPEAM XOJIM HJIU pacmagok — ocMOTpeThesa. CiaoBoM, CyxOy
HECY, KaK U JOJIKHO.

Jla, eme onHa CTPaHHOCTh — HUKTO MHE TaK M HE CKa3all, KyJa 3TOT KapaBaH HAaIPaBJIsETCS.
CrpamnmBsal st 1 HaTbIKaJICsA Ha MyCThie Iasa. JlagHo, pa3MbIuisto, Kyaa-uHuoynb ga npueaem. Cyas
110 BCEMY, KapaBaH HAIPABJSJICS, YyTh JIU HE B Benauro. Ha r0ro-BocTok ABUTANUCE... S IPUKHAHYIT
— 3apaboTar0 CTOJIBKO, UTO XBAaTUT HA rOJl BECEJION KU3HMU!

CmoBoM, eneM... Briexanu-to HOYBIO. BCHO HOYB MO XOJOIKY JBUTAINCH, 3aTEM — JCHb,
CJHEIYIOIIYI0 HOYb... XO34MH W HE AyMaeT ocraHabinuBarbcsi! CTpaHHO Bce 3TO Obuto. Hu onun
Kynel He e3nuT 0e3 ocTaHoBOkK! MHe-TO JaHO — S U Ha XOAy MOT MOJ3aKyCUTh, HO BEJb KOHIO
HYKHO ntactuck! [la u BepOmtogam! U nomaasiM oxpaHsl. ..

Ha 4derBepThie CyTKHM S HE BbLIEPKAJI M MOACTYNWI K XO35IMHY — BBIKJIaJbIBail, B 4eM JENO0!
HeBo3moxxHO *e 0e3 ocTaHOBOK aBuTarbcsi! JKUBOTHBIM HykeH oTabix! Jla W JrojsM, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB.

Kynenr mocMoTpen Ha MEHsSI TYCKJIBIM B3IVISIIOM M TIPOIENINJI, KaK BCErja, He pa3kumas Iyo:
«OcrtanaBiauBancs, oTA0XHU. II0TOM JOTOHUIIL.

S moxan miuedamu, OTIAEIWICS OT KapaBaHa M HANpaBWJICA B JIOKOWHKY, Tl€ TpaBa ObLia
IOTYIIE U HE TaKOM Cyxou. Tam u ocranoBuics. KOHSI MyCTUIT MacTUCh, CaM Kak CIEAYET, 3aKyCHUJL,
J1a ¥ JIET OTJIOXHYTbH IO/ TEHUCTBIM JIEPEBOM.

Jlexy, pa3sMBIIUIAIO O CTPAHHOCTSIX XO35MHA U BCeX Cyr ero. HezameTHO u 3acHyI.

[IpocHysncs, y)Xe Be4epoM, OT TPEBOKHOTO pikaHusa. KoHb, BUXKY, OCCIOKOUTCS, KOMBITOM
obeT... Omsencs — Bpoje, HUKOro BOKPYT. U B TO ke BpeMsl, Kak-TO HECIIOKOWMHO CTaJIO Ha JAYIIE.
bynro 3Haelmb, 4TO BOT-BOT Bparu HamaayT, a OTKyJa UX XJaTb — Heu3BecTHO. CoOpaics s
OBICTPO, B CEJIII0 BCKOYMJI U MTYCTUJICA KapaBaH JOTOHSITh.

TonbKO BOT, Cielbl HUKAK HE MOry HauWTu. Bot, Bpoae, u mopora, 1o KOTOpOW €Xalik... a
cienoB HeT! MoxeT, TyMaro, OHU CBEpHY/IH Kyaa-To? Ha Onmuxalmii XoiaM MOAHSIICS — HET HUTIC
KapaBaHa. Bpoze, u cran 1 HeAOJIro — HE MOIIIA OHM 3a 3TO BPEMsI YUTHU TakK JNAJIEKO, UYTO U C
X0JIMa HE YBUAETH! A, mmaBHOE — cieabl-To rAe?! He 1o Bo3ayxy e oHu jetenu?!

Bepnyics Hazan, B Ty JIOUMHY, 7€ OTAbIXaJ. 3areéM, TOYHO IO CBOMM cCledaM K JI0pOre



Ipoexal, Haled TO MECTO, TIEe s OT KapaBaHa OTACHUIICI. BHKy — 4eTKo Mou cieapl. A ClIeioB
KapaBaHa — HeET!

BemomHun s Torna M miasza TYCKJIbIE Y MOTOHIIMKOB U OXPAaHHUKOB, M OJNEIHBIA BUJI XO35MHA,
€ro MaHepy TOBOPUTh, HE pazkuMas ryo. ..

KoHan yMOJK W NpOTSHYI PYKH K OTHIO. J[pyaH cMoOTpen OKpyNIMBHIMMHUCA TiazaMu. Kaan
nponokeHus. He noxaBiumcs, CripoCuit:

— Tak TbI Ha1IENT KapaBaH WA HET?

— Her, xoneuHo... Jla s u uckarb Oomblie HE cTad... MHe Obl cpa3y MOHATH!.. A 1 ¢ HUMU
Tpoe cyTok exai! OHOTO HE MOTY B3SITh B TOJIK — SI-TO UM, 3a4€M IMOHAT00MICS?

— Tyt MOXXHO TOJIBKO MpeAnoJiararb, — MEIJIEHHO CKa3zaJl JCKUJIaMl, — BO3MOXHO, OHU
Oracajanch BCTPEUU C MATPYISIMHU... a Thl — YeJIOBEK U3BECTHBIN! JIt000M marpyinb — BUS, UTO C
KapaBaHOM UJET 3HaMeHUThIM KoHan — He cTaj Obl UX 3a/IepKUBaTh. . .

— Jla pa3Be x uX MOKHO OBLIO 3aJiepKaTh?! — 1oaall BAPYT rojioc Xerar.

Oka3spIBaeTCsl, OH HE CIaj, XOTS JPY3bsl MOIIIM MOKJIACTHCS, YTO CJBIIIAIN €10 PaBHOMEPHOE
MOXparbIBaHUE.

— KT0 3HaeT, Ha Kako¥l CTaAuM OHU HAXOAUIHUCH... — 3a{yMYUBO MPOTSIHYI KOJIAYH, — HO, BO
BCSAKOM CITy4dae, UM MOHAI00MIICS JKHUBOU YENIOBEK. .. 3HAYUT, YeTO-TO OTMaCauCh...

— Tak onu?.. OHH, 3HAYUT... — J[puaH apokan He TO, OT BO30YXJICHHS, HE TO, OT CTpaxa.

— HmenHo, — kuBHYNT Ockuiamil, — KoHaH ygoCTOWIICS 4ECTH COINPOBOXKIATh KapaBaH
MEPTBELOB. .. WU MIPU3PAKOB... TOYHO HE MOTY CKa3arh.

— A 3a/1aTOK-TO OH TeOe JaJl, X03MH ATOr0 CaMOro KapaBaHa? — crpocui Xemnar.

— 3agarok gan! 3070TOM yuCTEHIeW MPOOBI, KaK s MOTOM BbIAICHUI. S, B oOuieM, U He
MEePEKUBAJ, YTO HE MOJYIUI BCEM CyMMBI. .. KTO 3HaeT, Ky/1a Harpasisjica 3TOT KapaBaH. ..

— Kyzna oH HampaBisuicsi — SICHO, — XOXOTHYJI DCKWJIaMi, — HO TeOe Tyna nomnajarb ObUIo
HU K 4yemy!
— Ma, yx... — npoBopuan Konan, — noka eme panosaro... JlaBaiite-ka cemyiarb KOHEH —

CKOpo pacceeT. Haxeroch, 4To HAI-TO KapaBaH, CIEAbl OCTaBIsACT?

— Iloka emie ocrasnsetr! A tBoii cien, Konan, Oyzet caMbiM 3aMeTHBIM !

DCKWJIAMIT MaxHYJl PYKOH, U KOCTEp MTHOBEHHO yrac. Xemnar Bopya, CBOpaunBajl OAESIIO: TaK U
HE YJIaJoCh IOCHAaTh... J[puaH 3ayapoBaHHO CMOTpEN Ha CBOETO OTPOMHOIO APYyra — MBITAJICH
npeacTaBuTh. .. ConpoBoKaaTh KapaBaH MepTBeLoB!.. bienupiii xo3suH. .. He pa3zxumas ryo...

A KoHaH NpuBBIYHO U CIOKOWHO CEJIJIAJl KOHS, TOTOBACH K HOBOMY JHEBHOMY ITEPEXOY.
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